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- of his age, was 
in the ende of F lo- 
"rence, in ibe year 1313. His 
rents deſigned bim for Tr. 
and put bim .out to a Florentine merchant, ub 
3 bim to Paris; but being _ inclined ;-- 
to fludy, he ſoon grew weary of. that buſineſs, _ ® 
. 8 0 LED i 
under the care of an eminent Lawyer, to fludy 7 
"the Canon Law; but he loft as much time in this © —— 
econd emp t was in vain his fri . 
Lum to think ſeriouſly of getting 4 
r as ftrong to the la 
ever, he cou d not get 
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Es PERFACE, © 
_ diſagreeable ſtudy, till after the death of bis fa- 


ther; when having attain'd to independency, be 


totally renounced it, and gave himſelf over to the 
reading of the Poets.-=He continued bis ſtudies at 


Florence, till that Republick benour d him with 
bis freedom; employing bim in publick, affairs, 
particularly to negotiate the return of Px- 
TRARCH: ButPETRARCH, inſtead of return 


ing, perſuaded Bocca cx alſo to leave the place, 


on account of the factions with which it was 


divided.---So be rambled over ſeveral parts of 


Italy, Hopping at laſt at the court of Naples, 
where king Robert gave him a kind reception, 


and where he fell in love with that prince's na- 


tural daughter, which occaſioned his long flay 
there. He abode hikewiſe in Sicily ſome time, 
where he had a good ſhare in queen Joan's fa- 


wour. At length,when the troubles were appeafed 


be returned to Florence; and not reliſting pub- 


lick life any longer, retired ſoon after ts Cet- 


| aldo, bis native place; where he died 1375, / 
aàn illneſi in his ſtomach, occafion'd by tos much 
Rudy. He wrote many books, the greateſt part 


ſerious and learned; but the following (viz. the 


Decameron) is that by which be bath chiefly im- 
mortaliꝝ d himſelf. This hath been reprinted an 


"a7 finite number of times, and tranſlated inte di- 


'werſe languages. Two tranſlations there are in 


French, that have come to my knowledge, and 
" the ſame number in our own language, if they 


may be filed fo ;, for fuch liberties are taken 


— 
” 
. _ 
4 - 


every where in altering every thing according to 
TY 2 | | 325 | 


. web 87 
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My 


e people's own taſte and fancy, that a great 
2 both 3 2 4 the 
original. Indeed BoccAc is ſo licentious in 

places, that it requires ſome management 
. fo preſerve his wit and humour, pr him 
tolerably decent. This I have attempted with 
the loſs of tuo novels, which I judged incapable - 
of fuch treatment; and am apprehenfeoe, it may 
till be thought by ſome people, that I have ra- 
ther omitted too little, than too much. 
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Pag 13. Line 4. dele in the morning. I. 11. read, as the /utt it 

b, and the beat exceſſkue. p. 21.1. 24. for more read men. 


p. 34-1. 6. The gueen then points, &c. p. 69. I. 8. for pleaſant 


read . p. 70. 1. 12. for gown read crown. p. 64. I. ult. 
dele = gh wg 1. 26. for —— WE, p. 31. L 18. for fas 
eig; read tracings. p. 118.1. 36. dele Ge. p. 140. I. 21. for 
in read and. p. 145. I. 12. read and as we Hall then have been 
Gere fur days. Ib. I. 17. read on Sunday evening auben wwe all 
be there, &c. p. 164.1. 38. for as meeting read expecting. 
Pp 138. I. 6, dele be. Ib. I. 4r. dele he. p. 189. I. 9. dele 

. p. 197. I. 39. read bis wife alſo, &c. p. 208. I. 8. for the 
read bar. i. 1. 15. read once and friend. Ib. I. 17. read en- 
j. p. 209. 1. 5. read auen the time came, &c. p. 238. I. 8. 
read I am of opinion. p. 243. I. 17. for be read we. p. 280. 
I. 17. read and at the ſame time, &c. p. 291, I 34. for knew 
read krowing. p. 303. I. 4. for them tead theſe. p. 304. I. 9. 
read and my bn. p. 312.1. 2. for n read madam 
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en 1 "tee 1 how. ca you are 
by nature to compaſſion, I cannot help being 
: pprehenſive, leſt what I now offer to yo 
acceptance ſhou'd ſeem. to have but a me- 
lancholy beginning. For it calls to mind 
the remembrance of that moſt fatal plague. 
(fo 2 yet in the memories of us all) an account of 
which is in the front of the book. But be not frighten'd; 


too ſoon, as if vou expected to meet with nothing elſe. | 


This beginning (diſagreeable as it is) is as a rugged and ſteep 
mountain plac d before a delightful valley, which appears 
more beautiful and pleaſant, as the way to it was more 
difficult : for as joy uſually ends in ſorrow, ſo again the end 


mirth and pleaſure I had before promis'd kn and which, 
but for that promiſe, you wou'd ſcarce expect to find. 


than this, I wou'd gladly have done it: But as the o- 

_ . caſion of the occurrences, of which I am going to treat, 

cou'd not well be made out without ſuch a. relation, L 
am forc'd to uſe this Introduction. 

In the year then of our Lord 1348, there W at 


which (whether owing to the influence of the planets, or 


that it was ſent from God as a juſt puniſhment for our 
ans): Ugg broke out ſome 4 before in the Levant, and 
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of ſorrow is Joy. To this ſhort fatigue (I call it ſhort, | 
becauſe contain d in few words) immediately ſucceeds. the 


And in truth cou'd I have brought you by any other way 


Florence (the fineſt city in all Itahy) a moſt terrible plague; 


: 1 * i 


4 


a. INTRODUCTION. 
after paſſing from place, to place and making incredible 


havock all the way, had now reach'd the Weſt ; where (ſpite 
of all the means that art and human foreſight cou'd ſug- 
geſt, as keeping the city. clear from filth, and excluding al 


| ſuſpected perſons; notwithſtanding frequent conſultations 


what elſe was to be done; nor omitting prayers to God in fre- 
quent proceſſions ;) in the ſpring of the foregoing year it be- 
gan to ſhow itſelf in a ſad and wonderful manner; and, 

different to what it had been in the Eaſt (where bleeding 
from the noſe was the fatal prognoſtic) here there appear d 
certain tumours in the groin, or under the arm pits, ſome 
as big as a ſmall apple, others as an egg; and afterwards 
purple ſpots in moſt parts of the body; in ſome caſes large 


and but few in number, in others leſs and more nume- 


rous, both ſorts the uſual meſſengers of death. To the 
cure of this malady neither medical knowledge, nor the power 
of drugs were of any effect; whether becauſe the diſeaſe was 
in its own nature mortal, or that the phyſicians (the number 


-_ 


of whom, taking quacks and women pretenders into the 


account, was grown very great) cou'd form no juſt idea of 
the cauſe, nor conſequently ground a true method of cure, 


which ever was the reaſon, few or none eſcap'd ; but they 


generally died the third. day from the firſt appeatance of the 


ſymptoms, without a fever or other bad circumſtance attend- 


ing. And the difeaſe by being communicated from the ſick to 
the well, ſeem'd daily to get an head, and to rage the more, 


as fire will do, by laying on freſh combuſtibles. Nor Was 
it given by converſing with only, or coming near the ſick, 


but even by touching their cloaths, or any thing that they 
had before touched. It is wonderful, what I am going to 


mention; which had I not feen it with my own eyes, 
were there not many witneſſes to atteſt it beſides my 


ſelf, I ſhou'd never venture to relate, however credibly E 


might have been inform' d about it: Such, þ ſay was the quality 
of the peſtilential matter, as to paſs not only from man 
to man, but what is more ſtrange, and has been often 
known, that any thing belonging to the infected, if 
touch'd by any other creature, wou'd certainly infect, and 


even kill that creature in a ſhort ſpace of time: And one 
inſtance of this kind, I took particular notice of; namely, 8 


that the rags of a poor man juſt dead, being thrown into 


the ſtreet, and two hogs coming by at the ſame time, and 
rooting amongſt them, and raking them about in their 


L 55 mouths, 


' 


— 


[ok ſpot. ._ Theſe accidents, and others of the like ſort, oc- 


To 
= 


have within doors; never liſtening to any thing from with- 
out, to make them uneaſy. Others maintain d free living 
to be a better, preſervative, and you d baulk no paſſion or ap- 
petite they wiſh'd to ab; 3 drinking and revelling inceſ- 
ſantly from tayern_ to tavern, or in private houſes ; Which 
were frequently found deſerted by the owners, and there- 
fore common to every one; yet avoiding with all this 
irregularity, to come near the infected. And ſuch at that 
time was the public diſtreſs, that the laws human and di- 
vine were no. more regarded; for the officers to put them 
in force being either dead, fek, : of perlen 
to aſſiſt them, every one did juſt as they pleas d. A third 
ſort of people 42 a method between theſe two; not 
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ouths, in leſs than an hour turn'd round and died on 


muſic, and ſuch other entertainments as they might 


either dead, ſick, or. in want of perſons 


ſur viv'dz all tending to the ſame uncharitable and cruel . 


Fg 


confining themſelves to rules of diet like the former, and 


* yet avoiding. the intemperance of the latter; but eating 


and drinking ,what their appetites requir'd, they walk'd 


every. where, with odours and; noſegays to ſmell to; as 
holding it beſt to corroborate the brain: For they ſuppos'd 


the whole atmoſphere to be tainted with the ſtink of dead 


bodies, ariling partly from. the diſtemper itſelf, and partly 


from the fermenting of the medicines within them. Others 


of a more cryel diſpoſition, (as perhaps the moſt ſafe to 
" themſelves) declar'd, that the only remedy was to avoid 
it: Perſuaded therefore of this, and taking care for them- 


ſelves only, men and women in great numbers left the 


city, their houſes, relations and effects, and fled inte the 


country: as if the wrath. of God had been reſtrain'd to 
viſit thoſe only within the walls of the city; or elſe con- 
cluding, that, noos ought to ſtay in a place thus doom'd to 
deſtruction, , Divided as they were, neither did all dye, 
or all eſcape; but falling fick indifferently, as well thoſe 
of one, as of another opinion; they who firſt ſet the 
*% "+ , Os 


\Y 


© - 


4 INTRODUCTION. 


example by forfaking others, now languiſh'd themſel 
without mercy. I paſs over the little regard that citizens 
or relations ſhow'd to each other; for their terror was ſuch, 
that a brother even fled from his brother, a wife from her 
Husband, and (what is more uncommon) a parent from its 
own child. On which account numbers that fell ſick 
cou'd have no help but what the charity of friends (who 
were very few) or the avarice of ſervants ſupplied ; and 


even theſe were ſcarce, and at extravagant wages, and ſo 


little uſed to the buſineſs, that they were fit only to reach 
what was call'd for, and obſerve when they died: and 
this deſire of getting money often coſt them their lives. 
From this defertion of friends, and ſcarcity of ſervants,an un- 
heard of cuſtom prevail'd ; no lady, however young or hand- 


ſome, wou'd diſdain being attended by a man ſervant, 


whether young or old it matter'd not; and to expoſe herſelf 
naked to him (the neceſſity of the diſtemper requiring it) 
as tho' it was to a woman; which might make thoſe 
Who recover'd, leſs modeſt for the time to come. And 

many loſt their lives, who might have eſcap'd had they 


been look'd after at all. So that, between the ſcarcity of 


ſervants, and violence of the diſtemper, ſuch numbers were 
continually dying, as made it terrible to hear as well as 


to behold.  Whence from mere neceffity many cuſtoms 


were introduc'd, different to what had been before known 
in the city. Te had been ufual, as it 'now is, for the 
women who were friends and neighbours to the deceas'd, 
to meet together at his houſe, and to lament with his 


relations; at the ſame time the men wou'd get together 


at the door, with a number of clergy according to the 
perſon's circumſtances ; and the corps was carried by perfons 
'of his own rank, with the ſolemnity of tapers, and ſinging 
to that church where the perſon had deſird to be buried; 
which cuſtom was now laid aſide, and, ſo far from having 
a crowd of women to lament over them, that great 
numbers paſs'd out of the world without a fingle perſon : 
And few had the tears of their friends at their departure; 


but thoſe friends would laugh, and make themſelves merry; 
for even the women ha learnt to poſtpone every other 


concern to that of their own lives. Nor was a corple at- 
tended with more than ten, or a dozen, nor thofe citizens 
of credit, but fellows hir'd for the purpoſe ; who wou'd 
} put themſelyes under the dier, and _ it with all poſlible 


_ haſte 
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IN rope r ron. 
haſte to theneareſt church; and the corpſe was interr'd (with- 
out any great ceremony) where they cou'd find room. With 


regard to the lower fort; and many of a middling rank, 


the ſcene was ſtill more affecting; for they ſtaying at 
home either thro poverty, or hopes of ſuccour in diſtreſs, 
fell ſick daily by thouſands, and (having no body to at- 
tend them) generally died: ſome breath'd their laſt in the 


ſttreets, and others ſhut up in their own houſes, when the 


ſtenck that came from them made the firſt diſcovery of 


their deaths to the neighbourhood. And indeed every 
place was fill'd with the dead. A method now was taken 
las well out of regard to the living, as pity for the dead) 


for the neighbours, aſſiſted by what porters they cou'd 
meet with, to clear all the houſes, and lay the bodies at 


the doors; and every morning great numbers might be 
| ſeen brought out in this manner; from whence they were 


carried away on biers, or tables, two or three at a time; 


aʒncd ſometimes it has happen'd, that a wife and her huf- . 


band, two or three brothers, and a father and fon have 
been laid on together: It has been obſerv'd alſo, whilſt two 
or three prieſts” have 'walk*d' before a corpſe with their cru- 


cifix, that two or three ſets of porters have fallen in with 


them; and where they knew but of one, they have 


duried fix, eight, or more: Nor was there any to follow, 


and ſhed a few tears over them; for things were come to 


that paſs, that mens lives were no more regarded, than 


the lives of ſo many beaſts, Hence it plainly appear'd, that 
what the wiſeſt in the ordinary courſe of things, and by 
a common train of calamities cou'd never be taught; 
namely, to bear them patiently: This, by the exceſs 
of thoſe calamities, was now grown a familiar leſſon to 


the moſt ſimple and unthinking. The conſecrated ground 


no longer containing the numbers which were continually 
brought thither, eſpecially as they were deſirous of layinis 


every one in the parts allotted - to their families; they 
were fore'd to dig trenches, and to put them in by 


hundreds, piling them up in rows, as goods are ſtow'd 


in a ſhip, and throwing in little earth till they were 
fill'd to the top. Not to rake any farther into the par- 
ticulars of our miſery, I ſhall obſerve, that it 'far'd no 
better with the adjacent country; for, to omit the different 


_ caſtles about us (which preſented the ſame view in mi- 
nature with: the city) you might ſee the poor” diſtreſſed 


B 3 labourers, 
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6 mTRODUCTION | 


| abourers;: with their families; without either the, plague of 
phyſicians, or help of ſervants, languiſhing on the high» 


: 
. 


ways; in tlie fields, and in their own houſes, and dying | 


rather like cattle, than human creatures; and growing 
diſſolute in their manners like the citizens, and - careleſs. of 
every thing, as ſuppoſing every day to be their laſt, their 
thoughts were not ſo much employ' d how to improve, as 
to make uſe of their ſubſtance for their preſent ſupport: 

wWuhence it happen'd that the flocks, herds, & c. and the dogs 

themſelves, ever faithful to their maſters, being driven from 
their own homes, wou'd wander (no regard being had to 
them) among the forſaken harveſt; and many times, after 
they had fill'd themſelves in the day, wou'd return of 
their-own accords like rational creatures at night. What 
can I ſay more, if I; return to the city? unleſs that ſuch 
was the ruelty of heaven, and perhaps of men, that be- 
tween March and July following, it is ſuppos'd, and made 


* 


Pretty certain, that upwards of an hundred thouſand fouls 


periſh d in the city only; whereas before that calamity, it 
was not ſuppos'd to have contain'd ſo many inhabitants. 
What magnificent dwellings, what noble palaces were then 
depopulated to the laſt; perſon! What families extinct! 


What riches and vaſt. poſſeffons leſt, and no\known beir ta 


inherit! What numbers of both ſexes in the prime and 
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Vigour of youth, whom in the morning neither Galen, FE 


Hippocrates, nor Æſculapius himſelf but wou'd: have declar'd 


in perfect health ; after dining heartily. with: their friends 
here, have ſupp'd with their departed friends in the other 
world! But I am weary of recounting our late miſeries ; 
Wherefore paſſing by every thing that I can well omit, 
J shall only obſerve, that the city being left: almoſt with- 


dut inhabitants, it fell out one Tueſday in the evening, 


as 1 Was inform'd by perſons of good credit, that ſeven 
If 1 in deep mourning, as moſt proper for that time, 


n attending divine ſervice (being the whole congre- 


gation) in new St. Marys Church; who, as united by the 
tyes either of friendſhip or relation, and of ſuitable years; viz. 
the Joungeſt not Jeſs than 18, nor the eldeſt exceeding 28; ſo 
were they all diſcreet, nobly deſcended, and perfectly accom- 
pliſhid both in perſon and behaviour. Ido not mention 
aid 


names, leſt they ſhou' d be diſpleas d with ſome things 
. to have paſs d in converſation (there being a greater 
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4 Who carr at? eats 3 Ps 
is | praiſe-worthy, w deck in any wile from their modeſty 


al row d — I ſhall affix names to 
every one, bearing ſome reſemblance to the quality of the 
perſon. * The eldcit den, I call Pampznea, the next to her 
#1 „ the 3d Philomena, the 4th. Emilia, the 5th 
Dan nd 6th Nezphiie, and the youngeſt, E li nas Who 
being got together by chance rather than any; appointment 
into a corner of the — and there ſeated in a ring; 
and leaving off their devotions, and falling into ſome diſ- 
courſe together concerning be nature of the times z in n 
while Pampinea thus begins: A WM 

My dear girls, you have often heard; 25. weil 33 L, that 

no one is injur'd, 3 we only make an honeſt uſe} of 
our. own reaſon: now reaſon tells us that we are to pre- 
ſerve our lives by all poſſible means; and in ſome caſes, 
at the expence of the lives of others. And if the laws 
(which regard the good of the community) allow this ; / 
may not we much rather, and all that mean honeſtly as 
we do, without giving offence to any, uſe the means now 
in our power for our orn. preſervation? Every moment 
when I think of what has paſs d to day, and every day, a 
perceive (as you may alſo) that we are all in pain ſor ou 
ſelves: Nor do I — wc at this; but much rather = 
we are women) do I wonder, that none of us ſhou d lo 
out for a remedy, where we have ſo much reaſon ta be 
afraid. We ſlay: here for no other purpoſe, that, + canclep, 


Hen if the — — Are now reduced to a-veryifew) 
ſing their ſervices. at the proper times; or elſe te ſhow 
by our habits the greatneſs of our diſtreſs : And if we go 


from hence; we are ſaluted mbers of the dead and 
ſick carried — the ſtreets 3 0 with perſons, who had been 
outlawꝰd for villamiess: now facing it out publickly in 
. Or we | ſee the ſcum. of the city, 
enrich'd: with the publick calamity, and 2 us with 


reproachful ballads : Nor is any thing tale d, but that ſuch a \ 


one is dead, or dying; and were any Ag to mourn, we 
ſhou d hear nothing but lamentations. Or if we gor home, 
(I know not whether it fares: with you as myſelf). when 
I find out of a numerous family not one left, beſides a 
maid- ſeryalts- I am * out of my ſenſes y pa — 
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And that I may relate therefore 
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INTRODUCTION. ' 
: where 1 Will, the ghoſts of the departed eem a 
fore me; not like the perſons whilſt they were Lein 
3 aſſuming a ghaſtly and dreadful aſpect. Wherefore the 
- caſe is the ſame, whether we ſtay here, depart hence, or 
949 oß home; eſpecially as there are few who are able to go, 
and have a place to go to, left but our ſelves: And 
thoſe few (J am told) fall into all forts of debauchery, 
and even the religious and ladies ſhut up in monaſteries 
- (ſuppoſing themſelves entitled to equal liberties with others) 
Br axe as bad as the worſt. And if this be ſo (as you ſee 
EE 3 45 it is) what do we here? What are we — 
Why leſs regardful of our lives than other people 
| "Is r Are we of leſs value to ourſelves, or are our 
ſſuls and bodies more firmly united, and ſo in leſs danger 
Hof a diſſolution? Tis monſtrous to think in ſuch a man- 
ner; ſo many of both ſexes dying of this diſtemper in 
the very prime of their youth affords us an dented 
uͤrgument to the contrary. ' Wherefore, leſt throꝰ our own 
wilfulneſs or neglect, this calamity (which might have been 
: prevented) ſhou d befall us, I ſhowd- think it beſt (and I 
hope you will join with me) for us to quit the town, 
and avoiding as we wou d death itſelf, the bad example of 
others, to ehuſe ſome place of retirement of which every 
one of us has more than one) where we may make our- 
ſelves innocently merry, without offering the leaſt vio- 
lenco to the dictates of reaſon and our own conſciences. 
F Ne will our ears be entertained with the warbling of 
tze birds, and our eyes with the verdure of the hills and 
n with the waving öf corn; fields like the fea: itſelf; 
With trees of a thouſand different kinds, and a more 
x open and ſerene sky; which, however overcaſt, yet. affords 
24 far more agreeable” proſpect than theſe — walls. 
Iljͤ he air alſo is pleaſanter, and there is greater plenty of every _ 
thing, attended with fewer inconveniences : For tho people 
dye there as well as here, yet we ſhall ha ve fewer ſuch 
ohjects before us, as the inhabitants are leſs in number; 
and on the other part (if Tj judge right) we deſert no body, 
baut are rather ourſelves: — For all our friends, either 
bs 2 crea or endeavouring to avoid it, have leſt us, as if we 


. s belong d to them. As no blame then can enſue | 
„ by following this advice, and perhaps ſickneſs: and 'death i 
dy not doing ſo; I would have us take our maids; and 
177 * we may be 128 to Want, and to remove 
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the mean time — * Gabons — Permit; and 1 4 
- continue» (unleſs death ſhould interpoſe) till We ſee . | 
end providence- deſigns for theſe things: And this I = 

mind you of, that your character Will ſtand as fair | 
going away reputably, as the characters of. others wi I: 4, 8 
who ſtay at home with diſeredit. _. 
T 'he ladies having heard what — hails een with 
only approved of it, but were going to concert — — 
for their departure, when Philomena (Who was! «molt 
_ diſcreet perſon) made anſwer: Tho Pamina has poke 
well, yet there is no occaſion to run hand over head into 
it, as you are about to do. We are but women, nor is any 
of us ſo ignorant not to know, how little able we ſhall be 
to conduct ſuch an affair without ſome mat to help us. We 
are naturelly fickle, obſtinate, ſuſpicious, and fearful; and 
I doubt much; unleſs we take ſome body into our ſcheme 
to manage for us, leſt. it be ſoon at an end; and perhaps 


little to our reputation. Let een, n this 
e before we begin. N en oe 


Elixa then replied: It is true, aan: is ehe head of a was 23 
man, and without his: management it ſeldom happens 
that any undertaking of ours ſugeceds well. But how arr. 
theſe men to be come at? We all know that the greateſt 
part of our men- acquaintance are dead, and the reſt all diſ- 7 
perſed abroad, avoiding what we ſeek to avoid, and with» 
out our knowing Where to find them: And to take 
ſtrangers with us, would not be altogether ſo proper 3 for 
whilſt we have regard to our health, we. ſhould m gon- t. 
trive matters, that, wherever we go to repoſe - and divett 
pms an no ſcandal may enſue from it. Whilſt; his 
was debated, behold three gentlemen came into the chuc ht 

ingett not leſs than twenty five years of age, and in 1 
Ih neither the adverſity of 4 times, the loſs of relations 
and friends, nor even fear for themſelves could ſtifle or in- 3 
deed cool the paſſion of love;: '-One-was-called-Pamphilus, - 
the ſecond Philoſtratus, and the third Dianeus, all of them 
well-bred, and pleaſant companions; and who, to divert 
. themſelves in this time. of affliction, were then in 
of their miſtreſſes, who by chance were three of theſe 
ſeven ladies, and the other four all related to one or other 
of them. Theſe gentlemen were no ſooner within view, 


238 had inacaodiately their * en, * and 


'W Zang 


taſte of 


W Ya MOINS © W L 
9 wa ME - b * 
I o 
* 2 N r 
* * — * 
. * 
i "WP" e 
11 


| en — —— us,” und 


40 Korf af their — ary Nenid — — 
the was one that had an admirer).anſwers: Take care what 
vou ſay; 1 know them all indeed to be perſons of cha- 


racer, * fit to be truſted even in affairs of more con- 
ſequence, and in beiter company; but as there ate among 
them, who pretend to ſome ladi 75 here, I am only con- 
cerned: left; we be drawn into 

Without either our fault or theirs. Philmena replies: : 


Never tell me, ſo long as I know myſelf to be vir- 


tuous, what other people may think; God and the w_ 
Will be my defence; and if they be willing to go, 


tion: And wirhout more words Pampinea wn to 


one of the three) riſes up, and makes towards them, 
who were ſtanding at a diſtance attentive to what paſſed; 
and after a"cheetful ſalutation, acquaints them with their 
_ defign; and entreats that they would out of pure friend- 


mhip oblige them with their company. Phe gentlemen at 


2 took it all for a jeſt; but being aſſured to the con- 


immediately anſwered, that they were ready; — 


= Pie no time, gave the neceſſary orders for what t 
Would have done. Every thing being thus prepared, and | 

u meſſenger diſpatched before, whither they intended to 
£0; the next morning (which was Medneſday) by break of 


tay, the ladies with ſome of their women, and the gentle- 


wen with every one his ſervant, ſet out from the city, 
and after the "had" travelled two little miles, came to the 


place appoi1 It was a little eminence (remote from 


any great — — with trees and plants of an agree- 
able verdure; on the top of which was a ſtately palace, 


ome ſcrape or ſcandal, 


Will ſay with Pampinea, that fortune is with us. The reſt 
_ Hearing her ſpeak in this manner, gave conſent that — 
mould be called, and invited to partake in this ex 


With a grand and beautiful court in the middle; within 


were galleries, and fine apartments elegantly fitted up, 
and” adorned” with moſt curious paintings; around it 
were fine "meadows, and moſt "delightful gardens, with 


mountains of the pureſt and beſt water + The vaults alſo 


were ſtored with the richeſt wines, Ates rather to the 
eb s, than of models and virtuous ladies. 


W 


This palace "they: found cleared out, and we dine et 
5 in 


ff 


| ies tho receptiori, - with an all. graced 
with the flowers of the ſeaſon, to their great ſatisfaction 
And being. ſat down, Dianeus (who: was the pleaſani 


ofithem all, and full of words) begun d Vo. wiſdom it 0 


ladies, rather than any foreſight of ours, which has brought 


us hither. I knom not how you have diſpoſed of jm 
cares; as ſor mine, I. left them all behind me when * 


came from home: Either prepare then to be as merry 
as: myſelf (I mean with deceney) or give me lee 8 
go back again, and reſume my cares Where I leſt them. 
To whom Pampinea (as : if ſhe had diſpoſed of hers in 
like manner) anſwered: You ſay right, ſir, we wil be 
merry; we fled from our troubles for no other reaſon 


but this: But as extreams are never like to laſt, I (0) 


firſt propoſed the means by which ſuch an agreeable: ſet 
- ola company is now Bot together, arid: being deſirous to 
make our mirth of ſome continuance) ſind there ib a n 
ceſſity for our appointing a principal, whom we ſhould. 
hopour and obey in all things as our head, ' whole: pro- 
vince it ſhall be to regulate our diverſions: And that 
every one may make trial of the burthen Which attends 
care, as well as the pleaſure which there 18 in ſuperiotity, 
nor therefore envy What he hath not yet tried, I held 
it beſt, that every one may have them conſerred upom 
them for one day: The firſt to be elected by us all d 
who on the the approach of the evening hall name a* 
ſon to ſucceed for the following day who during the: 
of their government are to give orders co 
place where, and the manner how wel ate 10 live, T beſe 
words gave a general ſatisfaction, and they named her, 
with one conſent, for the firſt day; + whillt Ph:lomena. 
running to a laurel tree (as having often heard how much 
that tree had always been eſtermed; and what honout. 
was conferred on thoſe who were deſervedly crowned 


with it) made a garland, and put it upon her head, Wenk 


whilſt the company continued Wee "_— hereafter obe 
the enſign of ſovereignty... |: 1% n £728 

Pamdinea, thus elected ee, ee e 
ing ſummoned the gentle men's ſervants and their o] 


women (who were four in number) before her: To give 
_ you the firſt example ( be ſays). how e from | 


good to better) we may live orderly and | plealantly, and 
e gether, Mixhout the. leaſt reproach, as „ 


8 


: 4 „ " 
8 * — * add D 8 P Ee ina of 2 — * rn 6 _ by * 
. * * * n * $ * * * 7 ? n 2 9 7 

„ r * oo RE og Santee ibs HR os oe, RR OE "NE io Re HR TRE, * e „ * R * 

* 82 ah 2 * n cr * _ l 2 n 2 N * 9 1 - j 

* 8 9 - PE n n RR R n CE s of f RIS is : . 
TT IN n . r BI SEL I» AY : * \ C 5, g 7 5 : £ 1 * 
— — W's * 4 ü . 1 — 5 - % 82 5 N 


e 
. 


1 8 0 | es 1 Bets 
* 4 Py 0 8 * 1 % x — * by by % k p s N - * — {+ * N o bad * | by 
L , "4 N * 
: : . > ; of ö a q 
; * : : | | 4 
: . 2 2 * yr » 
. : . Fa : % 55 N + 8 x 2 1 , * * 
i OE SEEN 8 N 8 a 4 4 : i I F D ; ; , 8 1 | N ; | : 
H o ”» N= : . N 5 1 . * a 
4 2 *; TOE? 4 2 25 
3 * 9 3 7, . wo, : . , 7 ki ” » 7 4 ; 8 4 — 3 * 5 l 4 * 
e : In the fixſt J declare Parmens ¶ Diamuss 
i 1 — 5 ö ad Br 3 , + - 4 . 9 * : f , b P 7 
. 135 3 > 


"> - fervant)" maſter of my houſhold, and to him 1 com. 
mit the care of my family, and every thing relat- 
ing to my hall. 8% (Pamphilurs fervant] 1 appoint 
my treaſurer, and to be under the direction of Parmens = ' 
| the two gentlemen, whilſt their ſervants are thus employed, B 
Myfia (my woman) and Liciſca (Philomena's) J order*into 1 
the kitchen, there to get ready what ſhall be provided by 
' _Parmene, To Chimera (Laurettd's)' and Stratiha (Nam 
metta's) I give the care of the ladies chambers," and to 
keep the rooms clean where we fit, And I will and com- 
mand you all on pain of my diſpleaſure, that wherever 
0 vou go, or whatever you hear and ſee, you bring no 
nes here, but what is good. Theſe orders were ap- 
proved by them all; and ſhe riſing from her ſeat, with 
à good deal of gaiety, adds, Here are gardens and mea- 
dos, where you may di vert yourſelves till three a clock z 
When 1 ſhall expect you back, that we may dine in the 
2 coo] of the day. TIRE 15, 28. FFF 80 ! 
The company was now at liberty, and the gentlemen 
and ladies took an eaſy walk into the garden, talking 
over a thouſand merry things by the way, and diverting them- 
ſelves, there by ſinging of love- ſongs, and weaving garlands of 
flowers; and returned at the time appointed, when they 
* Wund Parmens buſy. in the execution of his office: For in 
w low room was the table ſet forth, covered with the 
3 neateſt linen, with glaſſes reflecting a luſtre like ſilver 
and having waſhed their hands (by the queen's order) 
| Parmeno directs them to fit down. The diſhes now were 
ſerved up in the ; moſt elegant manner; and the beſt 
Wines brought ing the ſervants waiting all the time with 
the moſt profound ſilence; and being well pleaſed with 
their entertainment, they dined with all the facetiouſneſs 
and mirth imaginable. When dinner was over, as they 
cCoquld all dance, and ſome both play and ſing well; the 
5 queen orders in the muſical inſtruments, and command 
ing Dioneus to the Jute, and Flammetia' to the violin, 
they ſtruck up a dance, and the queen, with the reſt 
of the company, took an eaſy: turn or two, whilſt the 
ſeryants were ſent to dinner: And when the dance was 
ended, they fell to ſinging, and continued till the quegg 
BS. knought it time ta break up: And ſhe. gave her orders, 
5 5 : | 2 ' T |  *—_- when . 
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INT RIDUCTION: 3 * A: 
When the gentlemen retired. to their chambers * ä 


from the ladies lodging: rooms) and the 8 did 


dame, and undreſſed 'themſclves for bed. 


It was no ſooner nine in the morning, but the = | 
aroſe, and ordered all to be called; alledging, that much 
fleep in the day-time was unwholſome;z. and 


went into a meadow of deep graſs, where the ſun bad 


little power; and having the bene of a pleaſant breeze, 
they fate. down in à circle as the queen had command 
ed ; who ſpoke in this manner: F 
got pretty high, and the heat grows exceſſive, and no- 
thing is to be heard but the chirping of the graſs- hop- 
pers among the olives, it would be madneſs for us to 


; think of. moving yet: - This is A airy . place, and here 


are cheſs · boards and _gammon-tableg 0 divert yourſelyes 
with; but if you are ruled by me, you Ball not play at 
all: For that often makes one party _ uneaſy, without any 
reat pleaſure to the other, or to the looker on. But 
Fit us begin and - tell ſtories, and. in this manner ono 
perſon will entertain the whole company. And by the 
time It. has gone round, the worſt part of the day wilt 
be over, . and then e can divert ourſelves as we Uke 
beſt. — 5 this be 19 rrecable. to vou, then (for I Wait to. 
Know your pleaſure] let us begin; if not, you are at. your 
15 575 
own diſpoſal till evening. This motion was approved 


by all ; Phil the queen continues, Let every one for _ 


this firſt day take what ſubject they | fancy moſt * 25 4 
turning to Pamphilus, who fate on her 19 hand, 
him begin, who in ready obedience to her « 


and pink, well heard, N ro ws. effect. 74 
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I”. 0 us ſhall make choice of a very extraordinary in- 


5 85 1 endure, nor find a remedy for, was it not ir 
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3 applies himſelf, hears thoſe who pray in this manner, as 
. 6 * perſon was 2 a faint ;” Which wil moſt . 


= him, as the only unchangeable being, and evermore to 
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every oY Band we do mond 1. ge in the 
name of him, who is the maker of all things. 
2 Wherefore, as I am to entertain you firſt, I 


| ce, Which may direct us to place all our hopes in 


\ 


praiſe bim. Certain it is, that all earthly "things are 
tranſitory. and mortal; attended with = troubles, 
d ſubject to infinite dangers; ; which we who live em- 
broil'd with "them, and are even part of them, cou 


the elpecial grace of God that enables us: which bleſs | 
Ang we are not to expect thro our own merits, but his 
2 and the interceſſion of thoſe faints, who, hayiny 
n once mortal men like ourſelves, and done his wil 
whilft on earth, now enjoy happineſs and immortality in 
| Ieaven;' to whom; as to fit agents, inform'd of dur 
- frailties by their own experience, and not daring 3 
immediately to addreſs ourſelves to ſo great a judge, we 
offer up our prayers for what we want. And we find 
bis merey the greater, as not being able to pry into the 
{ecrts of his divine will, we may ſometimes make choice 
. *of a mediator before ++ who is baniſh'd eternally from _ 
his preſence + And yet he to whom nothing is hid, 1 
regard to the purity of the ſupplicant, rather than to his 
ignorance, or the ſituation of the perſon to whom he 
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appear from the following ſtory ; I fay.. moſt phanly, not 
conſidering the judgment of God, but that of man. 
There liv'd in France à perſon whoſe name was . 
ciat; who, frem a wealthy merchant, became a _— 
tier, and went into... Tuſcany with Charles ſurnam'd Lack», | 
land, brother to the king of France (who was inftigated to. 
| that expedition by. pope: Bonsface.) This gentleman finding 

his affairs a good deal perplex d, and lying (as is uſual 0 bk 
perſons in trade). in abundance of hands; nor being ablec © --. 7 
to right them himfelf,, without a good. deal of time —_—_ 


trouble, reſolves to intruſt them with ſeveral. p 
ſettles every thing to his mind, excepting a ſome deb 
which were ſtanding dut from perſons living in Bur, 5 
The reaſon was, he bad; found them o be à ſet of per- 2 
verſe, ill- condition " i raſcally fellows, and he cou'd not for 
his life conceive, where a man might be met with, 3 
N match them: Aſter much thinking about = ©: 
at laſt calls to mind one Crapparells. da Pram, who,  'Þ 
us'd to come much to his bouſe at Paris; and being a 
little, pragmatical fellow, the French (not knowing the _ 
meaning of his true name, but thinking him to have been 
call'd Capello) gave him the diminutive name of Ciappellate, © ©: 
or Chappelet, by. which he was generally known there.. 
Now the character of the man was as follow. Being 
by trade a ſerivener, ho was really aſham'd if any writings Won: 
of his (he did not draw many indeed) were found without | 
. fome fault, or flaw; and wou'd do that fort of work .for _ 
on with more. pleaſure than ajuft; thing that be Was 
be well paid for. He was glad at all times of being a 
falſe witneß; whether it was requir d. of him or not: 5 
3s great regard was had to an oath in France;. be {wha | 
made no ſcruple to forſwear himſelf on every occaſion) way 
ſure of every cauſe that depended on his ſingle teſtimony. 
To ſoment quarrels and diſputes was his utmoſt pleaſung, 
| eſpecially amongſt friends or relations; and the more miſchief © 
| he occalion'd;. the greater was his ſatisfaGtion... Was a man — 
to be diſpatcht at any time? be was, the perſon to unders s 4 
take it, and wou'd; do it with his own hands, He 
2 great blaſphemer of God and bis Saints, ſwearing 1 


_ curling on every occaſion. He went to church at no time, 4 
but ſpoke always of the holy Hr N in the ſame abas _ 
minable terms, as be wou'd do of the vileſt things ig | 
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| © | 254 places of bad repute. Women were his averſion + but 


\ he was, he had all along been ſcreen'd by the | favour and 


a himſelf, He wou'd pilfer and ſteal with as much con- 
4 moſt notorious gameſter; making uſe always of falſe dice. 
And, to ſum up his character in few words, perhaps his 


vate perſons (whom he had often injut'd) as from that 


_ be ſuch a one as the tempers of the people he had to deal | mo” 


Sth Sr DAY: Fore 


as to the different vice of ſodomy, no wretch ſo abandom d 
ſcience as others give to charity. He was a glutton and 
drunkard to the ruin of his conſtitution. He was alſo 
equal in wickedneſs has not yet been born. Vet, bad as 
intereſt of Muſciat, as well from the reſentment of pri- 
of the court, to which he gave daily provocation. Thi 


man coming into Muſciat's thoughts at laſt (who was no 
ſtranger to every part of his life) he concludes him to 
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with requir'd; and ſending for him, he faith to him thus: 
Maſter Chappelet, you know that I am about leaving I 
this country, and as I have affairs to ſettle with ſome people 


of Burgundy, who are full of quirks and deceit, I do not 


the judgment of the phyſicians; ſo that he was look'd uo : 


| © to the other, What ſhall we do with this fellow Þ | 


F the world, and likely to be more ſo when bis great 


manner, to do the buſineſs he came about by fair means, 


8 2752 an _ one that I can employ ſo fit to manage them 


f: You have a- deal of ſpare time, and if 

will undertake it, I ſhall procure you recommendatory 
tters from court, and allow you a reaſonable part of what 
recover. Chappelet, who found himſelf much embarraſs'd. 


* 
i 3 - kind as - 


friend was gone, without heſitating at all about it, anſwer'd | 
that he was willing. They agreed upon terms; Muſciat | . 


| wy him a deputation, and procures him the letters he 
d 


promis d he ſets out for Burgundy, where (being — 
quite a ſtranger) he endeavours, contrary to r 


reſerving a different behaviour to the laſt. He lodg'd with 


 two' brothers, who were uſurers; and they entertain'd him 
well on Myſciat's account, and falling fick there, they had 


phyſicians to him, and ſervants to attend him; nor Was 8 
any thing omitted that cou'd be of ſervice, but all in vain; 

for this worthy good man, who was adyanc d in years, and 

had been alſo an irregular liver, grew worſe and worſe in 


28 a dead man; at Which the brothers were greatly c: | 
ern d. And one day being near to the chamber where he be 
rag they began to have ſome talk together about it; and 
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We have a fine affair upon our hands, by means o his 
wickedneſs... F Or to turn him out in this condition wou'd ' 
afford matter for reproach, and. alſo be a proof of our want 
of underſtanding: the people ſeeing us receive him before 
into our: houſe, and ſupply him with phyſic, and all things 


neceſſary; and now: ſend him out whilſt he is dying, with» 
out his having been able to do any thing, that we ought 


to be offended. = SH on the other hand, he has 


ſuch a vile fellow always, Kat, Le A RY . 


to confeſs; and to receive the ſacraments; of the church 


and ſhou d. he die without them, no church Will receiye 
* 0 but he muſt, be put intd the ground fi hy 


Or ſhou'd he confeks,. his fins wall appear 


f —.— ous, that the like were, never known: nor cah any 


prieſt be found, Ng will give him abſolution ; and without 
be thrown, into a ditch : And Jhau! 


that he muſt | 
this happen, the people of this, country (Who, thin 
2 an iniquitous trade, and are daily reviling us 
ou'd be -apt to raiſe a mutiny, and declare publick] 
that they. WI i" no longer. bear with theſe. $A on th ofe 
extortioning villains; w. whom the church diſdains to rect 
into her boſom, z, and. Fae i that a: -pretence to plunder. us 
of all we are 1 and abuſe our perſons into the 


gain; ſo that it will be bad for ug an all ſides, ſhou'd. this 

man die, Obappelet, L we obſery d not YN; lie far 
off, heard all this (as ber pap e are often quick of hearing) 

and calling them to him, he ſays: I wou d have: vn | 
in no doubts or fears of barm to yourſelves, on my, account z 6 


have heard what you have been talking about, and am 


$ confident the thing wou'd: happen as you ſay, was every 1 7 
to be as, you ſuppoſe ; but F1l take care that it ſha ſhall hoy 


pen otherwiſe : 1 * been guilty of ſo much wicke 
in my life-time, that to add one ſin at my death, 91 
not make the ſum much greater: Therefore nd our 


for the moſt able and religious prieſt you know of (if 


.a religious one can be found) and I'll — 2 ſuch, care of 


your affairs, as well as of my own, that you ſhall. have 
reaſon to be #26 of The brothers expected no great 
matters from this; but went, however to a. conyent, and 
deſir d that fome learned and holy perſon wou d come, 
and take the confeflion of a lonibard, Who was ſick in 
their houſe. And accordingly, a venerable old frier of 
V we: lan&tity and ee and niugh "IO d 2 2 
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the whole ty, was order to go with them, who being 
come inte the room; and ſat down by the fick-man's bed 
fide; began, after ſome heavenly conſolations, to enquire of 
him, how long it was fince he had laſt confeſs'd. To 
whom Chappelet (who had never confeſs d in his whole 
life)" anſwer d: Holy father; it has been uſual with me 


= 
* 


always to confeſs once a week at leaſt; and ſometimes 
oftnet; but it is true, fince T have been fick, my aMiction 
has been ſuch, that T have not confeſt at all. The frier 
replies: Son, it is well, thus you ſhou'd always do; 
and J perceive, as you have confeſs'd fo often, that 1 
hall have but little trouble, either in hearing or asking 

you queſtions. Good father, do not fay fo (cries Chap- 
pete) 


) I have never fo often confeſs'd,” but that I wou'd - 


4 mention eyery ſin that I © cou'd © recolle& from 
the hour I was born. © Therefore I beg you wou'd exa- 

mine ne as particularly, as if J had never confeſfd at all; 
and do not regard my languifhing condition; for I had 
much rather do what may diſoblige the fleſh,” than by 
confulting the eaſe of my body, bring damnation on my 
foul,” which my Saviour has purchas'd with his moſt pre- 
cious blood. The good old man was 'raviſh'd with theſe 
expreſſions, eſteeming them proofs of a well-diſpos d mind; 
aud having commended his piety, he 'asks him if he had 


ever "offended God dy the knowledge of Women. To 


whom Cbappelet, fetching a deep figh, replied; T am aſham'd 
to ſpeak the truth, left I ſhou'd be thought to offend by 
vain glory. Speak out boldly (faith the prieſt) for there 
can be no harm in telling truth, whether at confeſſion or 
any other time. Since you make me eaſy in this (quoth 
| 2 let) J will ſpeak out; I am as pure in that reſpect, 
as when I firſt came into the world. God bleſs my fon, 
(faith the frier) you have done well; and this is ſo much 
"the more meritorious,” as you have liberties, far beyond us, 
of doing otherwiſe : And he adds, But was you never given 
to gluttony ? Chappelet anſwers with -a groan: Yes, very 
often; for beſides faſting in Lent, as all devout perſons do, 
I have accuſtom'd myſelf to live three days in a week 
at leaſt on bread and water; and J have drank the water 
"ſometimes, eſpecially if T have been fatigu'd with praying, 
or performing a pilgrimage, with as much pleaſure as drin- 
_ kards drink wine; and fometimes I have wilti'd for ſal- 
lade, and have eat my bread with more pleaſure than a 
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Nover I. be FIRST DAFT. 9 
perſon ought, who faſts out of devotion. My ſon; replies 
the frier, theſe are very natural and trivial crimes, and 1 
wou'd not have you burthen your conſcience more than is 
neceſſary: Every one, be they ever ſo holy, eat with a 


good appetite after faſting, and drink with pleaſure when 


they e Do not tell me theſe things to 
comfort me only, faith Chappalet; you know I cannot be 
ignorant, that whatever relates to the ſervice of God, ſhoud 
be done fincerely, and with a good will, otherwiſe we are 

guilty of ſin; I am well ſatisfy d, returns the frier, in your 
being of that opinion, and much approve” the purity of your 
conſcience: But tell me, Have you not been guilty of the fin 
of covetouſneſs, deſiring more than was fit, or detaining 
what was not your due? I wou'd not have you think ſo, 
ſaith Chappelet, becauſe you fee me in the-houſe with theſe 
uſurers: I have no concern with them, but came purely to 
perſuade them to leave off that abominable way of living; 
and believe I might have prevail'd, had it not pleas d God 
to viſit me in this manner. My father left me a plentiful 
fortune, and I immediately diſpos d- of. the greater part to 
religious uſes; and betook my ſelf to trade fot a maintenance, 
and to have it in my power to relieve the poor in Chriſt : 
I can't ſay indeed but I have been deſirous of gain; but I 
always gave half to the poor, and kept the other part for 
my own neceſſary occaſions; and God hath fo far bleſſed 


me, that my affairs have always proſper d. You have done 


well, faith the confeſſor; but have you not been often 
tranſported with anger and paſſion ? Very often truly 
(anſwers the penitent) but who can forbear, ſeeing the 
common degeneracy of mankind,” who are every day 
breaking the command ments of God, and are not kept in 
awe by his judgments? I cou'd rather chuſe to be out 
of the world, than to ſee youth run after vanity, ſwear 
and forſwear, haunt taverns, neglect going to church, and 
follow the ways of the world before thoſe of God. M 
ſon, faith the frier, paſſion here is commendable ;' nor ſhall 
I enjoin you any penance for it: But have you been 
tranſported by rage at no time, to murder, or uſe inde- 
_ cent. expreſſions, or to do any other injury? Alas, fir ! 
anſwers Chappelet, how can you; who appear to be fo 
good a man, mention any ſuch thing? Do you believe, 
had I ever entertained ſuch thoughts, that God would 
have ſuffered me to live? N are the actions of _ 
. s | EG. | 18 
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/ do. De FIRST DAN Novzr'F. 
bers and villains, whom I never look upen' without of- 
fering up a prayer to God for their conveſſn. God bleſs 
thee again, my dear child, fajth the god old man; but 
have you never bore falſe witneſs againſt, or ſpoke ill 
of another, or taken away that from im which pro- 
perly belonged to him? Yes, reverend father (anſwers, he) 
1 muſt needs confeſs I have ſpoke ill of another; for 1 
had once a neighbour, who uſed to beat his wife with- 
out cauſe; and I gave him a bad character to her pa- 
48 rents; ſo much did I pity the poor woman, who was 
always ill treated by him, as oftea as he got drunk. 
* But, ſays the frier, you tell me you have been a mer- 
chant, did you never cheat any perſon, as is common for 
them to do? Yes, in good truth, ſir, he replies: But 1 
know only of one perſon, who having brought the mo- 
ney for a piece of cloth, which I had ſold him, I put 
it into a bag without counting it, and at the month's. 
end, when F came to tell it over, I found four pence 
too much ; but as I was not able to find the owner again, 
after keeping it a year, I gave it to the poor. This is 
a mere trifle, ſaith the frier, and you did well to diſpoſe 
8 of it in that manner. He then put ſome other queſtions 
2 to him, which Chappelet anſwered as he had done the 
= reſt; and juſt as he was proceeding to abſolution, Chap- 


25 pelet Eries, out, There is another thing hangs upon me, 
3 which I have not confeſſed. The prieſt enquires what n 
N that was; and he anſwers, I remember once to have fe 
made my maid clean the houſe on an holiday; and I u 
be have not ſhewed that regard for the Lord's-day which I 1 
= oy ought. Oh! fays the frier, that is a ſmall matter, my | * 
Ip ſon. ; Do not call it fo, dear father, quoth the other; San- © n 
day is a day much to be reverenced, being the day on "a 
which our Lord roſe from the dead. Then, ſays the tl 
prieſt, is there any thing more? Ves, anfwers he, I re- t. 
member once in my life to have ſpit in the houſe of God. a 
The frier ſmiles, and faith, My ſon, that is not to be re- ti 


garded; we ourſelves ſpit there every day. And you are 7 
much to blame for it, returns he, for nothing ſhould be a 
crifice. - In ſhort, he told him many more things of that | f 
kind, and at laſt (as he could weep when he: pleaſed) he . 
fell to groaning and ſobbing, as tho* he would burſt his very. b 
heart. Son, What is the matter? ſays the frier: He an- 1 


o * 
— 
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Nove: I. De FIRST DAT. 
ſwers, Alas! fir, there is one fin left behind, Which 1 
Could never endure to confeſs, the ſhame to mention it is 


fo great, and which, as often as I recollect, I lament in 


the manner you now ſee 15 nay, 1 am convinced, that 


God will never forgive it. Go, go, my ſon, quoth the 


frier, what is that -you fay? I tell you, that if all the 


wickedneſs that ever was committed by man, or can be 


committed whilſt the world endures, was to be amaſſed 
in one perſon, if that perſon was throughly penitent (as TI 
ſee you are) ſo great is God's mercy, that upon confeſſion 
it would all be forgiven him; tell me then what it is. 
Alas! father, ſays Chappeler, ſhedding abundance of tears, 


my fin is ſo heinous, that I deſpair altogether of pardon, 


unleſs you affiſt me, and move God by your prayers. 


Speak out then, ſays the frier, and I promiſe to intercede 
for you. Chappelet yet kept weeping, and would fay no-— 


thing; the prieſt exhorting him all the while to clear his 
conſcience: And after he had held him ſome time in ſuſ- 


penſe, he fetches a deep ſigh, and ſays, Since you have 


promiſed to pray for me, I will diſcloſe it: Vou muſt know 
then, that when I was a child I once curſed my mother; 
and here he began to lament afreſh in a moſt grievous 


manner. My good ſon, ſaith the frier, does this feem ſo 5 
t he par- 


great a ſin? More are curſing God every day, y 
dons them upon repentance; and do you think you ſhall 
never be forgiven? Weep not; but let this be your com- 
fort, that though you had even an hand in e Chre/t 


upon the croſs, yet would that fin be forgiven on ſuch a 


repentance as yours. What do you ſay, quoth Chappelet ? 
What, to curſe my deareſt mother that bore me day and 
night in her womb for nine months, and ſuckled me many 


hundreds of times at her breaſt! No, the fin is ſo great, 


that I muſt inevitably periſh, unleſs your prayers prevent 
t. The frier finding he had no more to ſay, abſolved 
and gave him his benediCtion ; and, ſuppoſing that he ſpoke 
truth all the while, thought him the moſt pious man living. 
And indeed who could think otherwiſe, - having it all from 
a dying man? He afterwards ſays to him, Monſieur Chap- 

pelet, by God's aſſiſtance you will ſoon recover; but if it 
ſhould pleaſe the Almighty. to take your bleſſed and well- 
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diſpoſed ſoul unto himſelf, will you give leave for your 


body to be buried in our conyent? I would have it laid 7 
where elle, anſwers he, both becauſe you have" pro- 
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E 1 The F IRST DA T. NovzI I. 
miſed to pray for me, and as I have always had a great 
a: regard for your order; therefore when you go home 1 beg 


vou would take care, that the real body of our Lord, 


hich was conſecrated at your altar this morning, may 
brought to me; for, unworthy as I am, I. intend, 
with your leave, to receive it, and after that extreme 
unction; ſo that though I have been a great ſinner all 


my life, I may die at leaſt like a cbriſtian, 'The holy 


man was much pleaſed, and told him, That he ſaid well, 


and promiſed that it ſhould be brought that day; and ſo. 


it was. The brothers being a little ſuſpicious that he in- 
tended to impoſe upon them, had poſted themſelves behind 
'2 partition of the room, where they heard all that paſſed; 
inſomuch that they could ſcarce contain from laughing; 


and fays one to the other, What a ſtrange fellow this is! 


whom neither age, ſickneſs, fear of death, which is at 
hand, nor of God, at whoſe tribunal he muſt ſhortly 


Rand, are ſufficient to deter from his wicked courſes, or ta 
prevent his dying as he hath always lived! But as he 
had obtained burial in the church by that means, they 
cared no farther, He then receives the ſacrament, and 
growing worſe and worſe had extreme unction, and dies 


the evening that he had made this extraordinary confeſſion. 
The brothers took immediate care that he ſhould be honour- 
ably interred, and ſent forthwith to the convent to deſire 


| they would come, as was uſyal, and perform vigils and ma- 
- tins for the deceaſed : And the prieſt, to whom he had con- 


felled, goes upon this notice to the prior, and has a chapter 
called, when he informs them, how holy a perſon Chapp 

let was, as he could eaſily perceive by his confeſſion: And 
hoping that God would work many miracles by him, he 
perſuades them to receive his body with all due reverence 


and devotion; to which the prior and the credulous bro- 


therhood all conſented, and that night they came in a 
body to the place where the corpſe lay, and ſung the great 
and ſolemn vigils; and in the morning they all went in 
their hoods and ſurplices, with books in their hands, and 
the croſs carried before them for the body, ſinging all the 
way; and they brought it with the utmoſt ſolemnity to 


their church, being followed by the whole city: And hav- 


ing ſet it down there, the good confeſſor mounts the pul- 
pit, and tells them wonderful things concerning his life, 
taſtings, chaſtity, ſimplicity, inn 
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ing more particularly of that great crime, which he had 
confeſſed with fo much concern, as ſcarce to be perſuaded 
that God would forgive him. And from thence he takes 
. occaſion to reprimand his audience in this manner : Yet 
you, wicked as: you are, make no ſcruple to curſe God, 
the holy mother of God, and all the hoſt of heaven for 
the leaſt trifle, He flouriſhed much' concerning his truth 
and purity ; and works fo. far upon them by his difcourle, 
to which all yielded an implicit faith, that when the ſer- 
vice was ended they preſſed forwards to kiſs the deceaſed's 
hands and feet; and the funeral cloaths were immediately *, 
rent to pieces, every one thinking himſelf happy that could 
get a ſingle rag. All that day he wWas kept, ſo that every 
one might ſee and viſit him; and at night moſt honourably 
interred in a marble ſepulchre : And om the following day 
was a great proceſſion of devout perſons, to worſhip at 
his ſhrine with lighted tapers, and to offer the waxen 
images which they had vow'd, . And ſuch was the fame of 
his ſanctity, and people's devotton towards him, that no 
body in time of trouble would apply themſelves to a 
other Aint but him, calling him St. Chappelet, and affirm- 
ing, that God had wrought many miracles by him, and fill 
3 to work. for ſuch as recommended themſelves 
voutly to him. EY 
his lived and at maſter Ciapp arello da Pro 8 
: been a faint as you have heard,” of whom T will not fa 
but he may be happy ; for thou h his whole life could n 
1. be worſe, it is not impoſſible, but, before the hour of his 
41 death he might be ſuch a pentitent, that God ſhould have, 
Fa mercy on him, and receive him into his kingdom. But 
as this we know nothing of, we have much more reaſon 
tor what yet appears) to conclude, that he is in the hands 
of the devil. And if it be fo, great is God's mercy towards 
us; who not regarding our errors, but the purity of our 
intention, whenever we make choice of an improper me- 
Autor, hears us in like manner as if we had applied 8 
ſelves to one truly a ſaint. And therefore that his 
1 may preſer ve us in, our preſent calamity, and in d 
cheerful and agreeable ſociety, let us praiſe his name, as . 
we firſt begun; recommending. ourſelves to him in 8 
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The FIRST DAY, 


NOVEL He 


| Abraham the Jew, at the inftigation of . 5 
Chhivigni, goes to the court of Rome, and ſeeing the 


5 © wickedneſs of the Clergy there, returns to IN and 
- becomes a {Aritiian, , | 


REES OM E parts gf Pamphilus's ſtory alt them 
aw FE. ene heartily, and t e whole was much com- 
2 mended by the ladi ICS, | who had been very 
attentive; and as it was now ended, the 
queen orders Neiphile, who ſate next, to go 
on in the method ſhe had preſcribed, who being as 
affable in behaviour as her . perſon was beautiful, very 
cheerfully anſwered, that ſhe Was willing, and begins FY 
this manner. 
Pamphilus bath ſhowed us, in his novel, the great goods 
neſs of God in not regarding any errors of durs, which 
proceed from the blindneſs and imperſection of our na- 


tures.” And I intend to ſet forth in mine, how the ſame | 


goodneſs of God (by bearing with the vices of thoſe per- 
ſons, who tho” obliged to give teſtimony both'in their words 
and actions concerning it, yet do the reverſe) diſplays itſelf 
in the moſt plain and evident manner ; whence we may be 
taught more ſteddily to preſevere i in what we believe. 
At Paris there lived, as I have been told, a great mer- 
chant and a worthy perſon called Jeannot 4 Obivigni, 3 A 
Jealer in-filk, and an infimate frieh to a Certain rich Few, 
whole. name Was Aörabam, a great merchant alſo, and 2 
very honeſt man. And Jeannot, being no ſtranger to his 
wo and upright intentions, was greatly troubled that the 
of fo wiſe and well-meaning a perſon ſhould periſh thro? 
5 unbelief. He e therefore, un the moſt friendly 


Wide vitt- 7 * wo 
manng . 


17 


* 


nn in ok 1 eee 
FX * < RAI 
3 + EN SOT IE? 


8 - 
a T.& Fa 


* 
3 1 e 


nn N ö Y 9 * * - 
l 2 SIE SS 6 ** . 8 TC * Ts A . * 
5 IAC. r -, ad Wa 8 5 * AY 3 4 £ a. * * Nn = ed . * a 1 jm 
4.46.4 LES a 9 LF o = F h— i er * ET EY ne hb , 2 * 
. J Be Red Y nn * 7 * d N o 5 >, 2 5 2 * „* * 
i WY ; N 3 i l 1 . 
” EL * — * \ 3 


* 595 B. 7 d Joc 230 7? RE $93 di ar bee 
PE. e n FN ke Se oh * 
0 * — ” of 
in ., — x ** - þ- 


1 = OL * 
1 » 0 
l 


0 . : C I 5 | Nt 
. A 1 =” J * 4 * * £ * 1 
— 1 D yiy 1 8 "7 Toa.” . * . . 
, \ 8 % r _ 1 r . 4 * 
5 as g * > : | : 
Js 1 * P - 3 4 Y 7 1 LJ 2 80 F * 
L : 8. * ? Ix 0 AN. 9 7 J 5 ks. 4 7 
| „ 0 > - 
WE 2 F 
we * 8 
* | 
* 2 Iz 


manner, to intreat him that he would renounce the errors 
of Fewiſm, and embrace the truth of Frog anity, which he 
might plainly ſee, as the moſt wiſe and holy inſtitution, 
ü daily to gain ground, and Rouriſh more and more, whereas 

their religion was dwindling to nothing, The Few anſwered: 
That he eſteemed no religion like his own; that he was 
born in it, and in it he intended to live and die; nor could 

any thing make him alter his reſolution. Notwithſtanding 


this Feannot began in a few days with the fame arguments 
over again, ſetting forth, in as aukward a manner as a mer- 
chant muſt be ſuppoſed to do, for what reaſons our reli- 
gion ought to be preferred: And tho' the Few was well read 
in their law, yet (whether it was his regard to the man, or 
that Feannot had the ſpirit of God upon his tongue) he be- 
gan to be greatly pleaſed with his arguments; but con- 
tinued obſtinate nevertheleſs in his opinion, nor would ſuf-. 
fer himſelf to be converted. Jramot continued his moſt 
earneſt ſollicitations, inſomuch that the Few, overcome 
at laſt by them, ſaid: I perceive, Jeanne, you are very 
defirous I ſhould become a Chriſtian; I am willing to do 
as you would haye me; but firſt I have a mind to go to 
Rome to ſee him whom you call God's vicar” on earth, and 
do conſider his ways a little, and thoſe of his bother-cardi- 
nals, and if they appear in ſuch a light to me that T 
have ſaid, that your religion is better than mine, as you 
would perſuade me, 1 will then do as I faid ; otherwiſe I 
will continue a Few as I am. When Feannot heard this 
he was much troubled, and faid to himfelf: I have loſt all 
my labour, which I thought well beſtowed, expecting to 


| have converted this man; for ſhould he go to Name, and _ - * 


ſee the wickedneſs of the clergy there, ſo far from turn- 
ing Chri/tian, that was he a Chriſtian he would certainly 
dome a Few, Then applying himſelf to Abraham, he 
ud : Alas? my friend, why ſhould you be at the great 
| trouble and expence of ſuch a journey? Not to mention 
the dangers, both by ſea and land, to which fo rich a per: 
ſon as yourſelf muſt be expoſed, do you think to find no 
| body here that can baptize you? Or if you have any doubts-- 
and ſcruples, where will you meet with more able perſons 
than are here to clear them up for you, and to anſwer 


fuch queſtions as you ſhall put to them? You may ſup- 
of the prelates to be like what you ſee in France 3 but = 
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more petſect indeed; as they are nearer to the principal 
-paſtor. '-'T hen let me adviſe you to ſave this journey 
againſt another time, when you may want ſome pardon or 
indulgence, and probably then I may bear you company. 
The Few anſwered, I believe it is as you ſay; but to 2 2 
Mort of the matter I am fully reſolved, if you would have 
me do what you have ſo much ſollicited, to go thither; 
elſe I will in no wiſe comply. TFeannot ſeeing him deter- 
mined, ſaid, God be with you ; and, ſuppoſing that ge 5 
would never be a Obriſtiun after he had ſeen Rome, gave 8 
him over for loſt. The Few takes horſe, and makes the 
beſt of his way to Rome, where he was moſt honourably 
received by his brethren the Ferus, and without ſaying a 
word what he was tome about he began to inſpect narrow- 
ly into the manner of living of the pope, the cardinals, the 
other prelates;;and-of. the whole court; and from what 
he himſelf! perceived, being a perſon quick of fight, and 
as he was informed by others, he finds, that from the 
higheſt: to the loweſt they were given to all forts of lewd- 
| neſs, without the leaſt ſhame or remorſe; fo that the 
dnn way; to obtain any thing conſiderable, was by ap- 
Nying to whores and catamites, He obſerved alſo, that 
they were generally drunkards and gluttons, and like 
Brutes, more ſollicitdus for their bellies than any thing elle, 
Enquiring farther; he found them all ſuch lovers of money, 
that they would not only buy and ſell man's blood in ge- 
mera, but even the blood of Chrifizans, and facred things, 
of what kind ſoever, whether benefices, or pertaining to . 
the altar: And they drove as great a trade of this, as there 
i in ſelling cloth and other commodities at Paris: That 
to palpable fimony they had given the plauſible name of pro- 
euration, and debaucheries they called ſupporting the body: 
As if God had been unacquainted with their wicked inten- 
ttions, and, like men, was to be impoſed upon by the 
6 names of things, : Theſe and other things, which. T hal | 
paſs over, gave great offence to the Few, Who was a: ſober 
and modeſt perſon; and now thinking he had ſeen enough he 
teturns home. As ſoon. as Feannot hears of his arrival he 
_ » goes' to ſee him, thinking of nothing ſo little as his con- 
 verſion*; and they received one another with a great deal 
df pleaſure: And in'a day or two, after, he had recovered 
from his fatigue, Feannot began to enquire of him what he 
'- thought" of the holy father, the cardinals, and the EC. 
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me it ſeems as if God was much kinder to 1 


deſerve; for, if 1 3 be allowed w judge, I muſt be 
bold to tell you 


tion, nor any bp oe good in the clergy of Rome; but on 


the contrary, luxury, avarice, gluttony, and 4 


have neither ſeen ſanftity, de o- 


than theſe, if worſe things can. be, are fo much in faſhion 


with all forts of people, that I fhould rather efteem the 
court of Rome to be a forge, if you allow the expreſſion, 
for diabolical operations, than things divine; and, for 
what J can perceive, your paſtor, and gonſequentiy 
the reſt, ſtri ve with their whole might and skill to over - 
throw the Chriſtian religion, and to drive it from off the 
face of the earth, even where they ought to be its chief 
ſuccour and ſupport: But as I do not fee this come to 
paſs, which they ſo earneſtly aim at; op the contrary, that 
your religion gains ſtrength, and becomes every day mote 
glorious; I plainly 3 the ſpirit of God to be "he pro- 
tector of it, as moſt true and holy of all _ 
For which reaſon, though I continued obſtinate to 
exhortations, nor would ſuffer myſelf to be convert 
them, now I declare to you that I will no longer 2 
being made a Chriſtian. Let us go then to the church, 
and do you take care that I be baptized according to the 
manner of your holy faith. Jeannot, who expected a quite 
different concluſion, was the moſt overjoy'd man that could 
be; and taking him to our lady's church at Paris, he de- 
mands of the Feſt there that they would -baptize Abraham; 
who, finding that it was his deſire, immediately performed it; 
Feunnot 2 his ſponſor; who gave him the name of 
| wine He aftewards took care to have him well inſtructed 
| ith, in which he made a great ns 1 
decame in ſome time a great mg your nn. #21. _ 
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Melchizedech, 4 Jew, by a ftory f the three Rings, 


* eſcapes a moſt dangerous Kae which Saladin had 
1 for him. — 


I 8 nave was e 7 1 when 
1 . thus began: Neiphile's ſtory puts me 
NE n mind of what happened to a certain Few 3 
NS for as enough has been ſaid concerning God 
wh and the truth of our religion, it will not be 
nv if we deſcend to the actions of men. I proceed 
therefore to the relation of a thing, which may 
make you more cautious for the time to come, in 
anſwering of queſtions that ſhall be put to you: 
For you muſt know, that as a man's folly often 
brings him down from the moſt exalted ſtate of life to 
the greateſt miſery, ſo ſhall his good ſenſe ſecure him 
in the midſt of the utmoſt danger, and procure him 
a ſafe and honourable repoſe. There are many inſtances 
of people being reduc'd by their fooliſhneſs, which 1 
chuſe to omit, as they happen daily; but what”. great 
1 for comfort a perſon's good underſtanding may at 
ſome times afford, I ſhall make appear (as I Promiſed) in 
1 ſhort novel. 5 
aladin was ſo brave and great a man, that he had raig'd F 
himſelf from an inconſiderable perſon, to be Sultan of 
_ Babylon, and had gain'd many victories over both the 
Turkiſh and Chriſtian princes. This monarch having in 
_ diverſe wars, and by many extraordinary expences run 


Hut all his treaſure, ſome urgent occaſion fell out, that he 


wanted a large ſum of money, Not knowing which way 
be might raiſe enough to anſwer his neceflities, he at laſt. 


calls to mind 2 rich Joy of Ananas, nam d Melchi- 
dlc, 
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zedich, who let out money to intereſt, © Him he believ'd 
to have - wherewithal to ſerve him; but then he was 
covetous, that he wou'd never do it willingly, and he was 


unwilling te force him. But as neceflity has' no law, af- 
ter much thinking which way the matter might beſt be 
effected, he at laſt reſolves to uſe force under ſome colour 
of reaſon. He therefore ſends for and receives him in a 
moſt gracious manner, and making him fit down, he fays 
thus to him: Honeſt man, I hear from diverſe perſons 


that thou art very wiſe, and knowing in religious mat- 
ters; wherefore I wou d gladly know from thee which 


religion thou judgeſt to be the true one, vi. the Fawiſh, 
the 'Mahometan, or the Chriſtian? The ei. ( truly 3 
wiſe man) found that Saladin had a mind to trap Him 3 
and perceiving that he muſt gain his point ſhou'd he pre 7 


any one religion, after conſidering 2 little how . 


avoid the ſnare, his invention at laſt ſupplies him witl the 


| following anſwer. The queſtion which your highnels has 
propos d is ver curious, and that I may give you my ſen- 

timents, I e! beg leave to tell a ſhort ftory, I remember 
often to have heard of a great and rich man, who among 
his more rare and precious jewels had a ring of exceeding 
great beauty and value; and being proud of poſſeſſing a 


thing of ſuch. worth, and deſirous that it ſhou'd continue 


for ever in his family, he declares by will, that to which - 


ſoever of his fons he ſhowd give this ring, him be 
deſign'd for his heir, and that he ſhou'd be reſpected as the 
Me of the family. That ſon to whom the ring was 
given made the ſame law with reſpect to his deſcendants, 
and the ring paſs'd from one to another in a long fuc- 


: ceſſion, till it came to a perſon who had three ſons, all 
virtuous and dutiful to their father, and all equally belov'd 


by him. And the young men knowing what depended , 


upon the ring, and ambitious of ſuperiority, began to in- 
treat their father (who was now grown old) every one 
ſor himſelf, that he wou'd give the ring to him. 


good man, "equally fond of all, was ata Joſs which to prefer; 2 


and as he had promis'd all, and being willing to r 


all, aigany f an artiſt to make two others, which were | 


ſo like the that he himſelf ſcarce knew the true one; 
and at his death gives one privately to each of his ſons, TI 
afeerwards all claim the honour and eſtate, each diſputin 


5 
them with his 3 and producing his ring; ; and the 
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30 The FIRST DAT. Nover III. 
ings were faund ſo much alike, that the true one cou d not 
e-diſtinguiſh'd. . To. law then they went, which ſhou'd 
3. nor is that yet decided. And thus it has happend, 


with regard to the three laws given by God 


5 5 - 


* 0 


father, concerning which you propos'd your queſtion : 


believes he is the true heir of God, has his 


| Jay, and obeys his commandments ; but which is in the 


righ 


” - . 


t, is uncertain in like manner as of the rings. 


.. Saladin perceiv'd that he had eſcap d the net which was 


Tpread for him; he therefore reſolves to diſcover his neceſſity 
to him, to ſee if he wou'd lend him money, telling him 
- withal what be deſign'd doing, had not his diſcreet anſwer 
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ented him. The Few freely ſupplied him with what 
be wanted. Saladin afterwards paid him with a: great 
deal of honour, made him large preſents, beſides · maintaining 
his court, and was his friend as long as he 
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&y fate next unto her (without waiting the queen's 
185 order, as knowing that he was to Hellow- * 
2 courſe) ſpoke as folloẽwss:: _— 
SPS If I underſtand you right, male we are > 
affortibled here to amuſe 0 by telling ſtories ; hüt 2 
nothing then is done contrary to this intention, I "+: 
every one has liberty to relate what they think will, be _ 
moſt entertaining. Therefore having dnt bow by the 1 
pious admonitions 'of 'Feanxat de Chivigni, |: Abraham: dhe 
% Was advis'd to his ſoul's ſalvation; and alſo haw 
Ae hizedeck by his good ſenſe faved his wealth from the 
deſigns of Saladin 3 I ſhall (without fear of teproof) ſhaw, 
words, how cunningly a monk a his carcaſs Wy 
from the puniſſiment intended him. r 
There was once, in the territories of 3 2 mong- | 

Neri better ſtord both with monks and religion than 
many are now a days; to which belong d a young monk, 5 
Whoſe" conſtitution was not much humbled either by faſting 
or praying. Now it happen'd, one day early in the morning, 
whilſt his brethren were all afleep, that; taking a walk about 
their church, which ſtood in a loneſome place, he caſt his eye 
upon 2 farmer's daughter, who was gathering of herbs, and 
"he immediately felt a ſtrong demptatian, ill ſuiting with _ 
his profeſſion; and drawing near, he enters into diſeourſe 
with her, and prevails upon her to go to his cell with him, 

before any body was 3 to ſee them. e 
W 


. 3 


32 he FIRST BAT. Nover IV. 
whilſt they were diverting themſelves together, it happen'd 
that the abbot, being juſt awake, and paſſing. by the door, 
thought he heard ſomething of a noiſe within; and, laying 

' his ear to liſten, cou'd diſtinguiſh a-woman's voice. And 

firſt, he was minded to make him open the door, but he 

afterwards thought of a different 2 and return'd to 
his chamber, expecting when he ſhou'd coe abroad. 

The monk, tho' he was pleasd with his companion, 

cou'd not help being a little ſuſpicipus of a diſcovery, and 
imagining that he heard ſome body treading at the door, 
be peep'd thro” a creviſe, and ſaw the abbot ſtanding to 
liften ; and knowing that he was detected, and ſhou'd 
be ſoundly puniſh'd, he became very uneaſy. Yet, with- 
out ſhewing any thing of it to the girl, he was contriving 
do to get clear of the affair, and he hit on a gem 
Wich ſucceeded to his heart's deſire. Pretending that he 
cou d ſtay no longer, I muſt go, He cries, and will con- 
trive a Way to get you off without being ſeen; lie till 
then till I return. He now locks the door after him, and 
carries the key to the abbot (as is nſual when they ſtir out 
of the monaſtery) and, putting a. good face on the mat- 
ter, he ſays, Reverend father, I cou d not get all my wood 
home this morning, and if you pleaſe I'll go now and fetch 
tze remainder, The abbot, willing to make a more per- 
ſect diſcovery, took the key, and gave leave; And no 
ſooner was the other departed, but he began to conſider 
what he had beſt do in this caſe; whether to open the 
door in preſence of all the monks, that ſo the oſfence being 
known to all, they cou'd have no room to murmur when 
bee proceeded to puniſnment; or, whether he ſhou'd not 
rather enquire of the damſel herſelf; how ſhe had been 
bpbrought thither. Suppoſing alſo, that ſhe might be à per- 
ſon's daughter, whom he wou'd not have diſgrac'd in that 
5 1 manner, he thought it beſt to ſee who ſhe was 
Flrſt, and then come to ſome reſolution, So ſtepping pri- 
' .vately to the chamber, he goes in and locks the door after 
hon, and fell a weeping ; whilſt our abbot finding her to 
be young and handſome, was ſeis d (old as he was) with 
the -ſamg deſires that the young monk had been, and be- 
an to reaſon thus with himſelf: Why ſhou'd I not take 
-a little pleaſure when I may have it? for plague and 
trouble I know enough every day. She is NE; 2 
„„ = | 1 | | 
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and no body can ever know it. Ik I can rf her» _ > = 
Te no reaſon 1 1 


hither ring quite 555 NE nearer, — — 4 


hy hid, he heard and faw thro 


Wich all abe garticiilarities thergt9, 
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intention ; and' ſhe, who was = neither of flint nor 


ſteel, eaſily comply under pretence 
of gong to the wood, * 20. b 1 Hid dou. 


the 9 N 

ge l the abbot T alone. og * hi * 4 ö 
Ae Yb he bo Kim ie ene 25 * -< 
it 5 t; and comi by oſs Where ha 
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paſs d between them. The abbot, after he ms amerime, 
locks theidoot! again, and returns 0 his chamoery, apt: 
poſing the monk to he ho οme from the-wood;; WES 
to reprimand and impriſon hitn, that; ſo: the girl W 
main ſolely tolhimſelf; and ting him; tobe BB Rory. 
he: gives him a-ſeycrerebuke;rand drders him to 5 
The monk anßwers! verynomaadily,.: Good! fir gyl V Hr 
been long: of the Beniediſtins orden, 20 he ac 2 
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reiies inſtructedu me well 
vigils-pbut-you enduet\toldy e e . 
regard to wornesl. . But asp youurhaye d-Jatply. fat; 2 | 
example, I promiſe: (if you will agb e allow: it 
and to do hereafter as I have fobn 1 e ee 
quick of apprehenſion, faund the menk 2 3 
dna We 
of owhich dhimſelf was known, tobe guilty, be. pardons, 
and enjoins him ſilence, and they had the girl conyeyd; 
privately out of the monaſtery" whither, ſhe was afterwer ds. ; 
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The "Mo bans Fi Montſerrat, "yp an bens er 
of Hens, and ſomé witty ſpeeches, eures the he 
2 France af 4 bis . le An 320 


in women wo — care r to be 1 in 
n degree. For which reaſon I ſhall 


now relate, how a womaty by ber wit and addreſs may ward 


off anattack of that kind, we er I OE 
The marquis of Mentſerrat- was 2! porkn of. great 


valour, and being ftandard-bearer to the church, was gone 
the ; 


in a general croiſade of the | chriſtian princes 
Turks, And one day as they were A of his prowefs 
at the court of Philip (ſirnam'd the ſhort- ſighted) who was 
preparing in France for the like expedition, a courtier 
ſaid in the preſence of the King, that the whole world had 


not ſo accompliſh'd a pair as the marquis and his lady; for 
as much as he excell'd other cavaliers in valour, fo much 
was ſhe ſuperior to the reſt of her ſex in worth and beauty. 
Theſe words ſo affected the king, that from that very 


| moment 


* 
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husband Was 


Nover. Vi : The F (REAL; 35 
moment (the] he had © never ſce e began to be 
paſſionately. in ove. . ATR. 5 e ves 1 28 5 land as 

far as Gensa, that might n. an bonourable ptetence 
for payir ber vi lit, A that as the marquis Was | 


abſent, he cou'd not of ccompliſhir his deſires. . 
With his. deſign (hayiog « 8 


her word, that on the mgzrow. ſhe might expect his 
com 1 at. dinner: : The lady 7 very chearfully replies, that” 
ſhe ſhow, 'd eſteem. it a fingular fayour, and wou'd make bim 
pr welcome. A long while, ſhe cou'd*1 not 'canceive, 
why ſo great prince ſhot 1 come to ſee. her When her 
5 om home but ſuppoſing at W that. os. 

fame of her beaut 8 uſt, haye drawn him thi 

as 


reſolves neverthele 


Cipal gentry, who were left in the country, to conſult 


them about what was neceſſary for his reception, re- 


ſerving the entire management of the feaſt to berſelf. 


And buying all the hens that were in the country, ſhe | 


order'd. the cooks to get nothing elſe for his majeſty's. 8 
dinner, but to dreſs them all the different ways poſſibſe. 
Next day the king comes, and Was receiv'd by the lady with 
great joy, and had all due honour paid him. And finding her 
even exceed What had been ſaid before in het favour, 


he was oreatly aſtoniſb d : He. then zetir'd' a While into the. 


apartnients Which Were Protec Tor him, to) repoſe him 


ſelf; and when dinner Was kes 
fate down at one table, 4 
tables, all placd accordi 
Fere the king was ſerw ed 'with diſhes one after another, 
and with the moſt coſtly Wines, feaſting his eyes yet more 
with the fight of the lady,” and was extremely pleas'd 
with his entertainment. But obſerving at laſt, that all 
the different courſes (however toſt up and variouſly cook'd) 
were nothing but hens, he began to wonder: And tho 
he knew that the country about was well ſtor'd with ve⸗ 
niſon and wild fowl, and he had ſignified his intention time 
enough for them to have provided both ; yet being un- 
willing (how great ſoever his ſurprize might be) to men» 
tion any. thing, but concerning the hens, turning a merry 
countenance to the lady; ITY Madam, are only hens 


bred 


bis majeſty. and the lady 
ang- t heir attendants at other 


523 9 
0 


ſent. the greateſt part, of his com- 
pany. before he ſets forward With a ſmall retinue, and 
being come within a day's. Jaurney.of the 1 acc, he ſends 


the was of a noble bpirit) 1 5 : 
him due reſpect: for which purpoſe ſhe ſummon'd the Py 


ag, to theit reſpective qualities. 
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36 We FIRST DAT. Novzi V. 
bred in this, country; and no cocks ? The lady (who well 
underſtood | the meaning of his queſtion) now thinking 


that ſhe had a fit opportunity of letting him know her 


ſentiments, boldly anſwers': Not fo, my lord; but women, 
however. they may differ in dreſs and titles, are the ſame 


here as in other places. The King hearing this, imme- 


diately found out the meaning of the entertainment; as 


alſo, what virtue lay'couth'd under her anſwer.” And being 


ſenſihle that words wou'd be ſpent in vain on fuch a 
lady, and force he cou'd not uſe ; he therefore judg'd it 
more becoming. his honour to ſtifle his ill-concerved paſ- 
ſion, And fo without more words (as being afraid of the 
lady's replies) when dinner was over, that he might ſhadow 
bis diſhonourable coming by an hafty departure, he thanks 


ſts away to Genoa, 
Poe, way ; 1117 * o 
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her for the honour he had receiv'd, takes his leave, and 
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teel reproof given by the marchioneſs to 7 2 
kling of Fance being approved by the whole 
FS aſlembly) begins in this manner: Nor will 
e I. ;conceal a moſt | . expreſſion | made uſe 


ans” by an honeſt ſimple man 0 a, moſt. ſordid and 
avaritious monk, which you wilt both commend. and 
laugh at. There was not long ſince, in our city, a 


frier belonging to the inquiſition, who though he 
laboured much to appear righteous and zealous, for the 


chriſtian faith, yet was he a much better in quiſitor after 


ſuch as had full purſes, than thoſe. who held heteradox 


opinions. By which great care, of his he ſoon, found out 


a perſon better ſtored with. money than ſenſe. This man, 


2 ſo much out of profanenels as want of thought, 
and perhaps overheated with liquor into the bar Redl 
e 


_ unluckily ſaid to one of his companions, that Þ 


better wine than Chriſt himſelf had ever . drank... of ; 


. which, being reported to, the inquiſitor, and be under- 


ſtanding that the man's eſtate was large, and he 
was full of money, | ſends all his myrmadons, Fay, him 


2 and commences a proceſs, not ſo much with a, de- 
of amending him in matters of faith, as to caſe him 
of 125 of his money, as he ſoon did. The man being 
D 3 brought 


38 WG FIRST DAL. Nover VI. 
brought before him, he demanded if it was true what had 
been alledged againſt him; and the poor man immediately 
anſwers, that it was, and told him in what manner the 


Words Were ſpoke, To whom the moſt holy inquifitor | 


(devoted to St. John with the golden beard) replies: 
What! doſt thou make Chri/? a drunkard, and curious in 
the choice of wines, like your common ſots and frequent- 
ers of taverns? and now wouldeſt excuſe it \as a ſmall 
matter? And fo it may ſeem to thee ; but I tell thee, ſhould 
I proceed with the rigour of juſtice, thou would'ſt be burnt 
alive for it. With theſe and ſuch like words, as if he had 

to do with a downright atheift, he ſo terrified the poor 
wretch, that he was forced to have recourſe to a little of 

St. John's golden greaſe (a moſt ſovereign remedy _ the 

peitilential avarice of the clergy, eſpecially of the leſſer friers, 
who are forbid the uſe of 'money, altho' it be not mentioned 


by Galem in his book of medicines) with which he an- 
ointed his hands to ſuch purpoſe, that the fire and faggot, 


With "which he had been threatned, were changed into a 
craſs, which, being yellow and black, ſeemed like à banner 
felignedl for the holy land. The money being paid, he was 
to ſtay there for ſome titne, being ordered, by way of pe- 
manck, to hear maſs of the holy eroſs every morning, to 
viſit him alſo at diner time, and to do nöthing the reſt 


ef the day but what he comtnanded; all weh he perfbrm- 


maſs, the goſpel was read, wherein were theſe werds: 
Fou ſhall receive an hundred for one, and b poſſeſs eter- 
„nal Bife'* which he kept thoroughly in his mind; and bes 
ing come at dinner time, the inquiſitor asked him, If he 
had” heard maſs that morning. Ves, fir, replies the man 
very rradily. Haſt thou heard any thing therein, quoth 
the inquifitor, wherein thou art doubt! ul, or deſitous to ask 
any queſtions? No ſurely, ſays the honeſt man, and be- 
lieye all that have heard moſt ſtedfaſtly; only one thing 
Ttemempber, which occaſions great pity in me for you and 
the reſt of or brethren,asto what will become of you'lin the 


ed punctuall/: And one morning it happened, that, during 


4 


other world. And whit ate thoſe words, replied the other, 
Which, makes you yity us ſo much? O, goed fir, ſaith the 
man do you remember the words of the goſpel ? You 
+ ſhall Tedtive_ an hundred for one. Well, what of them 
gußpkh the inquiſitor ? I will tell you; fir, faith he; Ever 
I" 40 N 1 , ; 7 8 « E7 : 8 * n ſinge 
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great.” Tay. 

your brethren have been 
every one of theſe you are og receive an hundred, you 
will all of you in brath. - This ſet che whole 
table a Laughing, and the itquiſitor was quite confound- 
ed, knowing it to be a fatire upon their great hypocriſy ; 
and was it not that he had been)much blamed for his 
former proſecution, he would have given him more 
trouble : He orders him therefore in 
his buſineſs, al to come near dne 
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216m mul een eee bluow Si not woe vert 
Bergaminò, by telling u tale f 4 cerriin 5161 "perſon 
named Primalſo, ery handſomely reproves the a- 
varice which bad lately appeared in M. Cana della 


ese H E pleaſantneſs of Emilia and her agreeable 
ſtory made them all laugh heartily, and they 
commended the contrivance of the croſs. 


next, begins: It is a commendable thing, 
ai worthy ladies, tg hit a fixed mark ; but more fo, to 

ſee a thing fuqdenhy e ing, 8 ſuddenly hit by an archer. 
'The ſcandalops,,apd Woſt wicked lives of the — fur- 
niſheth . For teproach atid raillery, to ſuch as 
are ſo diſpoſed, wh 5 —_—_ thinking upon the matter : 
And therefore though did well in touching 
maſter inquifitor, by ins at the hypocritical charity of 
the friers, who gave that to the poor which they would 

+ otherwiſe either throw away, or give to the hops; yet is he 
more to be commended, of whom (the laſt ſtory 3 me 


to it) I am going to ſpeak, who reproved M. Cana della 


Scala, a moſt magnificent perſon heretofore, of a ſudden 


and unuſual kind of avarice which had lately appeared in 
him, figuring by other perſons in a pretty novel, that 
which he intended to ſay concerning themſelves, and which 
was as follows: M. Cana della Scala was known all over 
the world, as well for the great wealth with which fortune 
had bleſſed him, as for his being one of the greateſt and 
moſt magnificent lords that had lived in {taly ſince the 
days of the emperor Frederick II. This perſon had deter- 
© mined to make a moſt ſumptuous feaſt at Verona, to which 
people began to flock from all parts, thoſe eſpecially of the 


beſt 


After which Phile/tratus, who was to ſpeak 


NowzL. VIE be FIRST DA. 
beſt faſhion; z When on a ſudden, whatever was the cauſe, 
he altered his mind, and making ſuch as, came ſome little 
amends for their trouble, he = them away. One perſon 
only remained ui ue whoſe: name was Bergamins, | 
incredible wit and parts, who .was ſtill in n oy, Fig 
\ would at. length turn out to bis advantage. 
della Scala (having deen made to underſtand ind hat wh ver 
was given to him was entirely thrown away) neither BE 
to, nor took the leaſt. notice of him. . Bergamino waited 
ſome days, and perceiving; that no account. was made of hin 
and finding his ſtock grew low with the expence of horſes 
and ſervants at the inn, he, became melancholy, 2% rer 
ſolved to, wait longer, ag not thinking it, right BY rt. 
And having brought three coftly ſuits. with, him, w pic bad 
been given him by other lords, for his more folendid” ap- 
pearance at this feaſt; the landlord beginning to grow im- 
portunate, he firſt pawns. one, and 8 4 little longer a 
ſecond, and he had now began to live e cance KY the 
laſt, reſolving when that was out to 97 00 2 
time it happened that he met with 3 le Scala.at 
dinner, where he preſented himſelf hefore, him Kaen A Or 
ae Wu which 5 her. obſerving, out. © 
moe Jel he MB what ſhoul, 
thou. Bergaming 
Thou — bin, e- w. — is the realon.? Ber 2 * 
without any premeditation, yet as af, N had | though long 
upon the matter, made a, proper repl oy $i following 
e e e ,underſta 0 ni t 15 Premaſh wah 
perſon we in grammar, 25 1 as a good an 
poet, by whieh, means. he became. ſo famous, that tho! hy 
perſon was not yoiyerfally known. his fame and character 
were in every one's. mouth. . Now it came to paß, that he⸗ 
ing once at Paris in a popr condition, as his virtue met 
wi ith no better fortune, being little encouraged by ſuch as 
were. the; moſt. able, he gar d. much talk of the abbot. 

- Obgni,, who, next to,the pape was reputed to. be. the richeſt 
Prelate of the church: Of him it was ſaid, that he alwa ways 

% kept, a. moſt, grand and boſpitable court, "and; all were en- 
tertained freeſy that came thitber, provided it was whilſt 
the abhot Was 2 dinner. Prima ſſo hearing this, and be- 
0 ing  defirous of ſeeing great and —_ erſons, reſolves to 

17 A Witneß of the magnificence of this AO He, enquireg 
therefors bow far he dwelt from Paris? "Bing anſwered, 


& 


; Il about 
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about fix miles, he ſuppoſed that if he ſet out early in the 
morning he ſhould be able to reach _ by dinner. 
Accordingly he enquires the way, and having no boch 

Tel mite de read, 


to keep him company, left he 
and uy a place where no victuals could be had, he 
takes "loaves with him, depending upon finding 
water enough, for a little ferved him, wherever he went. 
"The loaves he puts in his boſom, and he nicks his time fo 
well, that he gets to the abbot's exactly at the hour of dining; 
and entering into the great hall, and bebolding the number of 
tables which were laid forth, and the vaſt preparations 
making in the kitchens, and _— elſe getting ready 
for” dinner, he fays to bimfelf, "This man is truly as ge- 
nerous as he has been always reported. Whilſt he was 
_ conſidering theſe things atrentively, the ſteward of the 
houſhold orders water to be brought, and they waſhed 
their hands, and ſat down every one at their reſpective 
tables. „ eee eee on was placed facing 
the door where the abbot was to make his entrance. 1 
was the cuſtom in this court, that neither wine, bread, 
nor any manner of food whatever ſhould be ſerved to any 
pf the table till the lord abbot himſelf was ſet: Whereup- 


eye upon was Frirngſe, who being a ranger 25 to bis per- 
foi, and but meavly* appatelled, an ungenerous "as well 


none of mine to day,  Gladly would the abbot have had 


% 
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him gone away of himſelf, for he did nat think it right to 
diſmiſs him. Primaſſi had now finiſhed one loaf, and find- 


ing the abbot did not yet come, he bega wich che ſe- 
cond, which was again reported to his lordſhip, who had 

ſent to enquite as before. At length the abbot not coming, 
and Primaſſo having eat up his ſecond loaf, begins now with 
the third. When this news was carried to the abbot, he 
began to conſider with himſelf in this manner: What 
ſtrange fancy has poſſeſſed me to day? What rar "this 
avarice, this ſcorn that I now ſhow? And who is it 
that I thus diſdain ? For many years have I entertained all 
that would come, gentle or ample, poor or rich and, a8 
it has ſometimes happened, the moſt paltry fellows imagi- 
— never before did I grudge it to any, as F now 
do to this perſon: Surely avarice ſhould have no influence 
over me in. the caſe of A Pan man. „Fer pag - 8 


* him reſpect. Mae argued thus with. Hamlet, 1 * 
would needs know who he was, and e him 
Primaſſo, who was come only to behold his grandeur 
knowing him to be a learned and worthy perſon, ; 
came quite aſhamed, and was deſirous; of making — 4 
for his behaviour to him, by ſhowing; him all 4 9 
ſpect. And having feaſted him as much as he N 
he ordered him to be ſumptuouſiy apparelled, — putting 
money into his pocket, he made —— a; preſent of an horſe,” 


to 
r. 
he 


to depart at pleaſure, Where with Primaſſo, Deng bighly 
ſatisfied, 'gaye him his: moſt hearty thanks, and returned” 
to Paris on horſeback, altho? he came thitber on foot. 
M. Cana della Scala, who was a man of good underſtand- 
ing, without any farther explanation eaſily underſtood 
what Bergamins meant to ſay, and ſmiling upon him re- 
plies: Well have you ſet forth your neceſſities and virtue, 
as well [as my avarice; and truly I never found myſelf ſo 
overpowered with that vice, as now in your caſe: But I will 
baniſh it from me with the ſame correction that vou have 
taught me. So he ordered his landlord to be paid his full 
charges, put Primalſõ on a ſuit of his beſt cloaths, gave him 
money in his pocket, and a good horſe ta ride hs and 
-lefttit;! 1 r N Wwhet] 1 e * N 
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and leſt him at full liberty either 10 tay with him, ar 
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Gulelno OY by a few ſmart words, checks 
.i the e ere, K Mr. Ermino 4 Gri- 

[is maldi. 4 

"SL AURETT 4, who fate next to Philftratus, "A 
2 2 ing them commend Bergaminos wit and 
2 1 perſeverance, and knowing that it was now hor 
urn, without waiting for any command, be - 


6 gins in this manner. The laſt ſtory puts me 
* Wind how a courtier of wit reprov'd to — purpoſe 


%*the covetouſneſs of a certain rich merchant; which althg' 


St may reſemble” the other, will not be the leſs agreeable, as 
it tended to as good an end. There liv'd not long ſince 
'Gmmoa a gentleman nam'd Signior Ermino de Grimaldi, 


ho (as was generally believ'd): ſurpaſs d all the people of 


Tah \ in eſtate and wealtb. And as no” perſon in Zraly 
"cord equal him in riches, ſo neither was there in the whole 
e one like him for greedineſs and ſordid avarice. 
For fo far was he from being a friend to others, that he 
Even denied himſelf common neceſſaries; contra to the 
tuſtom of the Genoeſe, who delight to dreſs and live well. 
On which account he had loſt his true name of Grimaldi, 
and was now known by no other than that of Ermind, 


*Fvarice. It came to paſs, that whilſt by ſpending nothing 


he went on accumulating of wealth, ke came to Genoa 
2 well bred and witty gentleman called Galiabns Borriera, 
one nothing like the courtiers that are now-a- days; 
*who (to the great reproach of the debauch'd diſpoſitions 
of ſuch as wou'd now be reputed fine gentlemen) ſhou'd 
more properly ſtile themſelves aſſes, brought up amidſt 
_ *rhe' filthineſs and fink of mankind, rather than in courts. 
And whereas in former days they ſpent their time in 
making up differences between gentlemen, or in bring * 
| About alliances by marriage, affinity or indie (; 
wou'd divert themſelves and thoſe about them with os 
deus and witty repartees, and at the ſame time (like kind 


— 
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fathers) reprove and laſh ſuch as deſery'd it, altho' with 
little recompenſe: Theſe upſtarts of- the preſent age im- 
ploy. their whole life in deR ill of, and ſowing diflenſiotts 
among their neighbours, reporting ſcandals and lyes, and this 
in the preſence of any one, upbraiding him with injuries, 
ſhame and ſcandals [true or not true) upon the leaſt occaſion 
till by their falſe and deceitful flatteries they bring gentlemen 
at laſt to every thing that is vile and wicked. And him we 
ſee moſt careſgd by his untoward maſters, who uſes the moſt 
wicked expreſſions and commits the vileſt actions; to the 
eternal ſhame of the preſent world, and a demonſtration 
that virtue is gone from among us, and hath left us 
wallowing in the ſink of debauchery. But to return from 
whence I have been led by a juſt reſentment farther than 
I intended : This Gulielmo, whom TI before mention'd, Was 
much viſited and reſpected by the better ſort of. 
at Gene ;, when having made ſome ſtay here, and hearing 
much talk of Ermino 8 ſordidneſs, he became deſirous 4 
ſeeing bim. Now Ermino had been inform d of Sen 
worthy, character, and baving (however covetous' he 5 
ſome {mall ſparks of gentility, be receir'd him in 2 975 
teous manner, and entring into diſcourſe. 1155 he took 
An and ſome Genaeſe who | came along him, to fee 
he e houſe, which: 7; Fon lately bull And when he bad 
2d every part of it he ſays: Pray Six, can Jou who, 
have, heard Abd ſeen, #; 8 85 m A 1 ng, chat 
never et to A inted in m 0 wi 
Gale is, ering ar oy fimply, 19 Sir, 1 vn 
251 7 2 of nothing that / 5 never”: yet been ſeen, - t fo 
L know: of ; unleſs. it be _incezing, or ſomething like to 
that: But if you: pleaſe, I can. Rh you of ſomething which 
has never been ſeca by Jou. Says Ermino (little expecting 
ſuch an anſwer 25 hg receiv” Fo beg you wou'd let me 
know what that is. G W replies, Paint 
Liberality. When Ermins heard this, ſuch a ſudden ſhame 
ſeiz'd him, as quite changed his temper from what i 5 


had hitherto been ; and he replies, Sir, I Will have it painte 
in ſuch a manner, that neither you nor any one elſe ſhz 
be able to ſay. hereafter, that I am unacquainted with 
her. And from that time (ſuch effect had Gulielnio's words 
upon him) he became the moſt liberal and courteous 
gentleman, and was the moſt reſpected, both by irangery 
and his own citizens, of any in Gema. 

The 
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35 king of . was ſo murh a FRE by FY NY 
bi 4 gent lemoman of Gaſcoin, that from bring 4 
© Vicious Prince be became Very * WG. | 


Do H E queen's laſt command reſted on 2 who 
without waiting for it begins in this manner: 
IF It often happens that much pains have been 
22 taken, and many teproofs ſpent in vain upon a 
petſon, when ſometimes a word thrown in 
Jie and without any ſuch deſign hath done the buſineſs, 
which appears plainly from the novel recited by Lametta; 
and I purpoſe alſo in 2 very ſhort ftory to ſhow the fame 
_ A good thing faid may often be of ſervice, and 
ght 15 be regarded, whoever the perſon is that reports it. 
g the reign of the firſt king of Cyprus, after the 
9 "of the Fly Land oy Gulfre of Bulloign, it hap- 
pened that a gentlewoman of Gaſcoin went on a pilgrimage 
to viſit the oy ſepulchre, and Je her return home, being 
arrived at Cyprus, ſhe was ill treated by a parcel of villains, 
and making her complaint without receiving any redreſs, 
ſhe reſolved at length to go to the king ; but ſhe was told, 
that ſhe would only loſe her labour, for he was fo ' careleſs 
in every reſpect, 25 ſo little of a man, that far from 
avenging the injuries done to others, he ſuffered an infinite 
number of the moſt ſhameful affronts offered to himſelf; 
infomuch that whoever were offended at him might vent 
their reſentment at any time in the moſt opprobious language. | 
Which when ſhe had heard, entirely deſparing of redreſs, 
ſhe yet propoſed' ſome comfort to herſelf in her calamity, to 
upbraid him for his meanneſs of ſpirit; and coming all in 
tears before * ſne fays : g 5 lord, [ appear in your pre- 


ſence 


40 : | 
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ſence not expecting to be revengal for the injuries I have 
ſuſtained: But this ſmall ſatisfaction I intreat, that you 
would tell me how you can bear thoſe" w. which 1 hear ate | 
cpm towards yourſelf, that I - may from. thence be 
inſtructed patiently to bear my own, which God knows, 
was it in my power, I would willingly conſign to you, 
ſince you-endure them. {6 well, The king, who till that. 
hour had been dull and unaRtive, as if he been rouzed 
from a long ſleep, begins with avengi Ge that lady's wrongs 
in the ſtricteſt manner; and from that time forward was 
moſt zealous in the puniſhment of every one who ſhould 
e e EI honour of u 
coπτ]m. ee N 3 
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Ae: Albert ERP * ple Vs Bip to. the Ft 


who ds to have done - to bim, be- 


cauſe ſhe perceiv'd bim to be  amoroufly inclin d 


a towards her. 


$X FTER Zliza had guild d ebe laſt N remain d 
to the Queen, who in moſt becoming man- 
ner began as follows: Moſt vittuous ladies, as 
the ftars when the sky is clear are the orna- 


ment of heaven, and as flowers in the ſpring 
are the beauty of meadows; in like fort is an eaſy man- 


ner of f dung g. 2 facetious 7 

ſet off 227 oth liſh'd by” choice elegant expreſſions, 
which by being Loft is better ſuited to Wonen than men, 
infomuch as many Words, when fewer wou' d ſerve the 
purpoſe, are moſt A gteeable in the latter. For there are 
few women now wh underſtand an 1 that is ſmart 


9 leaſant diſcourſe, h 


and witty when they hear it; or do underftand, . 


ſcarce know how to make à reply; which is much to 

the diſgrace of our ſex. For that "as which adorn'd 
the minds of women in former times, is paſs'd in our 
days into the ornaments of the body; and ſhe whoſe 
habit is moſt gaudy, and ſet off with embroideries and 
fantaſtick ornaments, is moſt efteem'd ; not conſidering that 
Was you to lade an aſs with that Gnery, it would be 
able. to carry more than any one of them, and therefore 


in that particular they deſerve not ſo much reſpe& as 


the aſs. I am aſham'd to mention theſe things, becauſe, 


whilſt I cenfure other women, I am taxing myſelf. 


Such ſhowy painted things, what are they elle but ſtatues, 
dull and inſenſible? or if they anſwer a queſtion, they 
had better have been ſilent. Wa they wou'd have 


you 
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you; Abet their not knowing how to donberſes vrith 
men af ſenſe, from their) ſmpliaity)andy purity! 
of mind, and fore che Call: their own feoliſhnek 'by | 
the name oi ey Dad if there was mb gtbher bone t 
woman but: ſhe who 'converſes with her cham 7 
laundreſe, or kitchen woman, and aa if matute 
them no diber kind of converſation. :Moſt ſure it ia: that n | 


this as well as in other things cyou are to conſider ben, 


where, and with wham youlſpeak: For ſometinieꝭ it hape 


pens, that a man or woman; intending by ſome jaſt or o ; 


other to put à perſon to the- bbauſh, without 
par d their ſtrength of witowi 
may find it recoil! upon: themſelves. | Therefore that we- 
hoe & be always upon our” guard, and nut vetify the pro- 
yrhich is in every ong's mouth, that!:womencialhways:: 
cls the worſt, I deſire that this:day's laſt novel hh, 
is to come from myſelf, may make ud all wiſe z to the 


end that, as we are ie Lai the others by: bitthandk 


quality, we ef not be behi them. in een of: 

behaviour. 1 l OY 101 

W e 
* aps be ſo 0 

note in his: ꝓroſeſſion, dead. Maſter wo” one of 

ſprightly a diſpoſition, tho? he yas ſeventy years eld, the 

notwithſtanding his natural heat and vigour: had vite for. 


[\tbat of the other: ag 5 


ſaken him, yet ret diſdained: he not to receive the parks of * 


love. For having ſeen at an entertainment a moſt brau- * 8 
eien jady, e widows call'd (ax fame y] mag Hen 


de Ghiſalleri, he was no leis ſmitten . if he had been 
a younger perſon; nor cou d he reſt at nightsg unleſs: be 
had ſeen the fair by y day. , This made him paſs backwarqs and 
forwards, 8 aA on footy and ſometimes on horſeback, ſa 
often by the door, that ſhe and ſome other ladies of her aequain:- 


tance cou d not help pkg notice of it; and wound often * 


make themſelves merry to ſee a perſon of « yeats and learn- 


ing fo ridiculouſly. amorous ; ſuppoſing love to be a paſſion: + 


peculiar to young people. Maſter Albert continuing his 


marches to and fro by the houſe, it happen'd; on a feſti- 
val, that this lady was ſitting at the door with ſome of. 
her friends, and ſeeing him come at à diſtance, they 
agreed to receive him omly, and afterwards to rally 
him on the affair of his. love. Wherefore they roſe: h 
and e him im . e oom Where he was 


e * 


— o 
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| „ e e and  ſweetmeats I . 
they begun to enquire of bim, as a8 

= cid i ever chit fes fg i ors fine 
= ſeeing how much ſhe had many 
AT y-young gentlemen /- Maſter Albert perceiving that 
| — Tod drawn him in among them, only to make a 
br of him, puts a merry "countenance on the matter, 
and replies: Madam, it ſhoud ſeem no ſtrange thing to 


'Y any confiderate perſon, : that; I am in love, eſpecially with 


. you, becauſe- ou ſo well deſerve it. 2 
* taken a by age, het is dre win remaining, as alſo 
the: ee te diſtinguiſh! thoſe who are” moſt worthy. 
our affestion ; and this in '@ greater degree, as uge . 
more knowledge than youths Fhe hope that” prompted 
me, Who am old, to love you, who are courted" by fo 
many younger perſons, is this; I have oſten at an aſternoon S 
| collation obferv d ladies eating lupines and bvelts, and tho“ 
in the. leak there be no- goodneſs at all, yet is the bead 
the leaſt hurtful, as well as inoſt agreeabler2o "the taſte: 
But you, guided by a wrong appetite, will generally! hold 
| the head between your fingers, and cat the flalk, which is 
not only good for | nothing, but hath alſo 4 bad reliſn. 
Suppoſe therefore you chooſe a lover in the fame manner; 
Ill be che happy perſon, and the reſt of your lovers 
all diſcarded. The lady wasin ſome confuſion, as Well as 


ber companions; and ſhe ſaith to him, Sir, you! have given 


u wry juſt and reaſonable reprimand: I ſhall always 


value your reſpect, as being a learned and worthy perſon 3 
and and you may ever (as far as-is conſiſtent with my honour)” . 


| Maſter Albert aroſe, : gave the . 
take. * his leave very merrily, and 9 7 

ſhe, never conſidering whom ſhe! jeſted 'withal; met with 

her match 3 of which, if you are wiſe, you will hereafter - 


be careful; The Wn es HG the weſt, and the 


beat of the day much abated, the novels. were all 
ended; whereupon the queen pleaſantly ſaid, nothing 
more remains to be done during my adminiſtration for 
the preſent day, but to give you a new queen to morrow, 
who muſt take ber turn ning to the beſt of her 
_ Judgment, in ordering every thing that m be \necel- f 
ſary for the continance wes: dur mirth. o' the day 
ought- to continue till it is night; yet ales you os” 
time's Yitls beforehand, vou cqanot o wel GEE 
be | What 


ONE - 
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| Novi X. e {bi . 1 5 
Wbat is tc Eins 7 Ad int Hie 7 1 act: criont 
repare whateyer "the quen 


day, 1 think the follow 


* 55 .ought do begin 
hour. In "regard theh to bim ads whom. 5% E. th 
and for Our own. ell gol, a Philame 


this ſecond day Po the had.:thys. f * 
aroſe from e 8 EE — 


900 having 2 — 
| rom off her own head, ſhes. reverently aces. .. 
lomeng's,' "humbly: Muting ber firſt hei by 
the reſt of the comp any . did che tame. f. 2 
ſelves chear ally to her government. Fill 
ſel f crown? with, a beine bluſh) 32 
What Panpines had Juſt. now; 1 
ſeem remils ogy Guy's 80 oh 15 be 
Pampinea had appointed; then ſhe 
ſlon, as =p; the ſupper, 10 2 06 
continue the Te and afterwards 
My dear friends, . Altbo 
courteſy than An merit ts 
queen, 9 yet A not di 


1 Vt 


men vis 
urs and "hs 
7 1 22595 to Jo, and 1a, 


F I n declare it in few words... 
the method that. has been taken to day, it fe 
enough, and till we either HP Weary, or 5 
5 venient, y + reſolve. not to e nge it. Holding 
We have begun, we will riſe. and divert : cri 
by walking, — when the fun. is down we will 
open air, and nh we have had. fome fo 1 2 2 cher; 
diverfions, it will be time to & to del: 18 morrow,. 
morning, whilſt it is cool and pralant, we will riſe an 


1 
4 


" \ 


take a walk where we like. beſt; and return (as we have 


% 


done to day) about dinner time and dance, and after rr 


poling 3 as before, come here again to continue 
our novels; which to me ſeems full as entertaining, as it 
may be uſeful, There are forte things indeed, whik Pam 
pinea could not accompliſh by reaſon of her late promotion, 
which I propoſe to perfect; namely, to keep I: JOU nome. 
bounds of ſone"particular fubjedt;. to which * + 
are all to relate, and Which is to be Ds 5 no 
hand, that you may have time Win of 
fry to the purpoſe ; which, if you pleaſe,” 5 ale” 


* 


"© | W FIRST DAY.. Wen, *. 


Poms the begi: ung of the world. Rae A 
ucde b. 1 be thro? the various | wing ) 


14 5 os. Lp at laſt 
. e 5 order that was 5 
75 jy 7 5 decem to bey it; 3. Dioneus only Pe 
who, after the reſt were 'Fleht, up? thus: Madam, 1 2 
prove your order as the relt have one, Add think it boch 
La and commendable ; 5g Na ſpecial. favour. I beg. 

be granted me, whilſt this company continues 

; namely, not to let me be conſttain'd by the. law. 
Os habe made, to relate 4 ftory to, the' purport. giyen, 
Mets I pleaſe; but chat 1 may chooſe: e like 
better. And that you may not think thät 'T requeſt this, 
as H 1 was unfurnifh's with Adar of this Kind, T am 
contefitel to be the 148 in every day's ckerciſe. The, f 
queen knowing him kf a” merry companich, and we 


confidering* that he i'd nat have mobi this, requeſt, 
but 'with'a det joy 57 qa 9 8 company laugh, 5 they 
were wear r ſubje ak gue wht be 
defir d, a el e f them l. So they aroſe and 


went do 2 cryſtal ftream, which fell from 4 fine hall 
into avale ſhaded yrith dept where an both their: 
bas and their fett, much mirth paſß d among” them, 
tilt fupper drawing near made them return to the palace. 
When that was over, the queen order d the müſical in- 
Krunnends to be brought, and that Zauretta "flion'd begin 
a dance? Emilia ſinging to her, and Dioness* playing g upon. 
the lute; with which Lauretts immediately ee 7, and 
Ema R the following dong i in a very. amorous man- 
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_ Fhe ſong with which they all jo in 
the words ſpeculation; and . 
other little ſopets, a gopd part of the night being now ſpent, 
the queen thought proper to put an end to the firſt 
fo, 1 ih being elf for, ſhe ord 1 Fo one to their 
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(5 Mey, the b the Nl brauche 
E atteſting it eg merry ſongs, when 


the ladies and atlemen a 0 and went into 
- the garden; where they ſpent ſome time in 
walking, and weaving ' chaplets of flowers, and (in like 


Ine .as before) after dining in the open. air, and a 


hee, they repos d themſelves till the clock ſtruck nine: 8 
* which time they took their places as the queen had” 


: * 4 — n 


Who be in the fame pleaſant meadow around her.” YZ 


being of a moſt graceful perſon, and having on. 

her gow 70, of laurel,” 5 round in a moſt chearful man- 
ner on the whole aſſembly, and then ſignifies to Mibbilt 
that ſhe ſhou'd begin; who, without * any er- 
cuſe, ſaid as ROS. by 


—— 


N ” 
© 9 * 


NOVEL * Hh 


| Martellino feigning himſelf to be a ale IT; 4 
to be cur d by... 
Arrigo; but b 


| raguery. being Aiſcover d, be gets , 


ſoundly beaten, 21d is afterwards apprebended, - 


» and in i danger of being hang'd, but at laſt eſeapes. 


E c cule other people, (eſpecially in things of a ſerious 
—h S nature) becomes himſelf a jeſt, and. frequently 4 
ss bis great coſt; as you will perceive by 


what (in obedience to the queen's comm ) 
E aim now Leing to wiate ; 4 , which had 
fs 7 ; „ mY ; 


laid upon the body of ſaint 


8 T often happens, that he who endeavours to ridi- 


N tion ended . — e of our eig 8 

Ther lid not long fine at Fitrr, a Gernian, Called 
Aries, who was a poœf man, ard ſervd aß 4 4 port: 
when ay one pleas'd 6" ple him; yet was e d 
: puted a perſon of a good Mfe; un which account (hi 

ther true or falſe F know not) it Was armed b by ne pee 
of Prien, that at the very inftäht of his death” ths 0 
the gteat church rung of Their ohn accord, ties was | 
accounted? a miracle, and all declard that this | 
a ſaint, and they Aoelt'©to" the houſe” whetg t 
lay, and carried it as « ſanEtified body to the grea 
bringing chither tl Dlirid, expect 
. le, K beben, ta ag, iv, 
2 concou g 2, d, that 0 h. 
Wer arriv'd: 8 one of — oi nam d St I * be 
rtelliuo, arid the third Marc perſons that Hequenteti 
the courts::of > 7 do divert thank as buffoong 21 1 
micks; None of theſe ha baying ever 1 there Ps 
and ſteing the great croud of people runnin 339 
parts of the city, wonder d much thereat's > 
the cauſe, wert very deſirols of ſeeing the c "Ie 
their baggagetherefore at the inn, and Ae ua ve will 
ſer abi nw; but 1 do not know how Wil es * 
trive to get near enough; for the ſtrekt is full of foldier 
and perſons in arms; whom the Spretror hath* ation 


prevent wont "tarde" "In . And e 
the church is ſo e 
| 4 7 
1585 7 45 5 


counterfeit 4 . * s fe pore he 
one ſice, and  Steceh; on the ther.” 28 if 1* 
walk by my ſelf, —— vas he Ee 


9, 


curd j and vou will ſee every bod make wn; 
to go on. They were much e . fi 
and went accordingly into a private plate 3. Wh 

tellin diftorted' his hands, finge Rainer Mr © "moth, ey 
and his whole" countenah es' in” ſuc 


ce belides* mar 
it was frightful to beheld hi bim; and no boch s E 
bim, but werd have imagin'd that he was really g fam 
and deforn'd, "And being hens "in'tliat guiſe by Mart 
12230q | 4 a 


1 


1 L e eee Novx I. 
and. Sch, they directed their way er ee 
out in a moſt x _ manner all the dF 
for Gols Ge ; to which, the people eaſil 8 | 
1 a, little. time they d: the eyes of every one, and 
the general cry was, Roam, Room 3 ll length they came 
where .the. body of Saint Arritoc lay; when Martell 
| taken. from them hy ſome perſons. that ſtood round, 
, all, along upon the dody, to the end he gems 
by, that means receive the _— © of nur, "AY the 
es eyes were now upon him, event; 
8 2 SEES a; maſter of his. buſines)) fGrſti began 
"eq. ſtretch his fingers, then his hands, afterwards his arms, 
'and at; laſt bis whole, body 3. which when the people ſaw, 
they ſet up ſuch d in praiſe of Saint Arrigo, that 
"a; clap of thunder would hardly have been diſtinguiſh'd. 
| nd. chat a. Flarentine was not far off, 
58 
E r 17755 Cure) wno A; 
Fd ried, Good God I. ho vo d not bave:taken him to 
have, been really. a cripple ? Which ſume of the byſtanders 
z they, immediately. ſaid, and was he not ſo? No, 
her, as. God is my judge, he Was * 
Talgnt perſon here; but he has the art (as you 
Et 258 e of turning his body into: what. ſhape he 
lea needed nothigg farther tor ſet them all on 
. 8 re maſk violently oh; crying out 
| that blaſphemer of God-and Hie Sahne, 
N ws * to make 
reupon they caged 
ELIE of the head, and threw bim upon the 
him and tearing the -cloaths:off: his back; 
perſon... there,. that did not 2 oe 
10 Whit WE Martine — 


00% 
py 


N 2. 


8 all hs time how 
4 = 2 1 — — 


| e that comman crying out; 


ci flaw * — 
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Noveni 11 „Ane DAY. 


pocket of an-hundredAorins's I beg you" wou'd 'aflift "mis 
in geteing them back again. And immediately twelve af 
the Le ſlants run where Mfartel/ine was in the- litmoſ 
1 4: and with the Yteateſt difficulty got him away, 
al rotten under foot ge as 13 8, : my 
Him to e palace, follow'd” many of the people, who . 
had beef incens'd againſt ye i 25 un? who now hearing 
that he was taken up for a que-purſe, and: ſeeing nd other 
wap of revenging themelyes, declared that they ad ae 
been robbid by him. On hearing theſe complaints, the 
judge (Who was an . ee man ) takes him ah and - 
examines him; whilſt Martellizo anſwers” Rim in Ng 
manner, making no acedunt of their accuſations, 'Vhere- 
at the judge being proved; order d im to be tyd by 
the neek and foundly laſn' d, that he” might b Hit 
confeſs the crimes he was charg d with, im order to hang 
him aſterwards. He being therefore bound down to the 
ground, the judge asking him if thoſe things with which 
he was accus'd were true? and telling him that it wou'd 
be in vain to 0 them: He then makes anſwer, and 
ſays, My Lord, I am ready to confeſs. the truth; but 
-to. order au all my accuſers to ſay when and 
where I robb'd them, and I will then tell you truly 
what J am guilty. of, and what not. The judge readily 
conſented, and having fummon'd ſome of them before him, 


one ſaid he had pick d his ket eight days ago; 
another four days, And lone e anſwer, that he bad 
robb'd them that fame day. n -replied, My Lord, 
They are all lyars ; for I 1407 not bern | many hours 


(and wou'd to God. Thad never come at all) before I 
went to view this fait re I get abug'd. as. you now 
ſee. That this is true, the officer that keeps your book of 
reſentations, as alſo my landlord, will teſtify for. me: There- 
ing wou'd. not torture and put me to. death 
at 1 inſtances of theſe people. When Marcheſt and 
Stacchi heard what pals'd before the L. and that their 
friend was ſeverely handled, to be in great 
fears about him, —— to r that they had taken 
him out of the frying-pan to throw him into jg = And 
they run from place to place to find out thei landlord, 


ebm they acquainted with what had happen d: Who | 


laughs heartily at their ſtory, and carries them to one 
; Alexander Agolanti, a — of great intereſt in the * 5 


| * | : 
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| whom they, related the whole affir, intreaing him 
t on 11 8 7 nder (af 
on POO. A rxander (a ter much laughing 
we) goes. to the Werner of dhe 
AT eech BY town, and ptevails 
him to have Martellino -brought before bim. The 
ers that went for him, found him befo 
9 
judge is ſhirt, all | terrified, becauſe. he wou d 
| nothing i in his favour (2s ik an averſion per- 
| was relolv'd. to 
_ Yeraor, was Highly diverted with the relation, and e ordering 
every one a ſuit of nel beyond. all 3 hopes. they 
eſcap'd from 
cap'd from the moſt imminent danger ad got ſafe and 
2 
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SECOND DAY. 
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Rinaldo, Al OE been 5 vets. ts 
_ Gulielmo, where be: was entertained. by . 
ey) made good his Ld — ene 
} 
HE dies * 
tellind's' Ste as did" the gentiemen Bike." 
' wiſe, but more eſpecially Pha raue, Who, as 


he fate next to Neiphilt, was ordered by dhe 
+. © queen n to begin his novel, "a RY 
aid 2s follows: ©" er 
tunes, and partly of love, „ i notre 5 1 
ak u ben ue e natds; in which it happens to tboſe 2 
who have not faid the Pater Nefter of St. Julian, that = 
| rs reſt, tho” they lie in a good _— 
„ marquis of F?rrara, a certain "0 
merchant named Rinaldo & Aft: came to "Bologna to tranſs' 1 
act ſome affairs of his own, Which being done, and he' - - 
on bi Stun home, it chanced, as he came out of Feryara,' 2 5 
towards Porona, that he fell in wich ſome 
| ed to be merchants alſo, but were in rea- | 
 highway«meti, to whom he inguardedly joins himfelf; 254 
who finding him to he a merchant, and ſuppoſing therefore 5 
1 ray pd) about him; 'refolved"(as ſon as . 
| to rob him 28 6 that he ſhould 4 
8 101 rode on diſcourſing with him | 
, ſhowing themſelves ; 
ener inſomuch that del 5 


as he was alone, ad had only one 8 : Talking of one 
thing-after another, they began at laſt to ſpeak. of prayers, 
and one of the rogues, there being three in number, turns 
towards” Rinaldo, and fays: "=; pray, fir, what fort of 

rayer do you uſe wheri you are upon à journey? In good 
truth, anſwers Rinaldo, I know little of thoſe matters, 
and am maſter of very few prayers ; but I live in an old- 
faſhianed Way, znd dn tell that twelve pence makes a 
ſhilling ; — 1 always uſe when J am upon a jour- 
ney, before I go out of my inn, to ſay one Pater Nofter 


and one ve Maria for the. fouls of the father and mother 


of St. Julian, and after that 1 pray to God and St. Julian 
to ſend me @ good lodging at night: And-let me tell you, 
ſir, very often have I met with great dangers upon the 
road, from all which I fill eſcaped, and when night drew 
on T always came to a good lodging; which favour I firmly 
believe St. Julian (to whoſe honour I ſpeak it) hath ob- 
tained of God. for me nor do I think. I th ſhould ever travel 
ſecurely, or ſucceed in my lodging at night, was T to for- 
get this prayer. Then, ſays the other, to be ſure you faid 
that prayer this morning? Moſt. certainly 1 did, anſwers 
Rinaldo. Says the rogue to himſelf, having determined ; 
how to handle him, thou wilt have need enough of it; 
for, if I miſtake not, thy lodging is like to be none of the 
beſt: And aſterwards he adds, I have travelled much my- | 
ſelf, yet did I never e that pray prayer, tho' I have heard it, 
often commended, and I have alwa ys fared well; an now 5 
this night ſhall you fee which af us will get the better 
lodging. I muſt own however, that inſtead of it I have 
uſed ;the: dirupi/ti, or the intemerata, or. the de profundis, 
which, as my grand mther was wont to tell me, are of 


ſingular virtue. Thus they travelled along, diſcou Ip 
on many ſubjefts, and waiting for a fit time. and ce to 
put their wicked 

happened, that the time growing late, at the place ri 


vate, being at the ford of a river, near, Caftd, 5555 ma, 
they made their aſſault, and rebbed and fir 


ET im N. 
ſmirt ; and leaving him. there on foot, they ſaid to . 
ſee if * St. Julian will provide as good à lodging for thes 


to night, as we ſhall have; ſo paſling the 5 Tony they. 
rode. The ſervant, like a raſcal as he was, ſeeing his 


maſter attack d, rode away without offering him ebe Ea 
afliftance, and never ſtopped till he came to Caftel-Guhelmo, 


where 


p 
in execution; when at length. it 
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where (it being late When be got in) Ae ring 
ſelf any farther trouble, he took up odging, 
remain'd there in his ſhirt, "without 725 'or be: f 
che weather extremely cold, „ang | x nity! 9 
knowing” what to 90% "The \ dark 8 pace, 
and be all over in, 4 tremble, with his e ch chatFring 
for cold, now began £6, look round, for ſhelter. where, he 
might continue that "night, 1 or fear of. dens 99 1 5 to 
death; but teen none (the "whole, equnitry Yong, 8 
waſte by the late War) and bein g fore d. away ü 68. 
he trudg'd 50 80 wards Ca Xo My not knowing whether 
y ſervant was gone thither or elle where; but ſuppoling, if, 
got ee that he ſhou' d meet With rellef. Hut 
bete te came \ ED mile of the town it row, 
git dark; "Fe was. ſo late when h e bot 6 BY chat 
he found the gates 1 0 and The? bridge drawn, up, 
that no entrance cord be bad. Grieving much 'thereat, 
and tow” quite Uifes urag d, he looks” about. to ſee if hs. 
aud find : a cover eh "the ſnow z when by chance "be 
ſpies 33 houſe hang ping a little way, over the W 0 
the caſtle; under Which he ' propos'd ſtand all night 
and then to depart; there he found a door in the, Wh 
but faſt lock d; and” gathering ſome ſtrad together whi 
Was lying abolit, he ſets down thereon al penſi ve and 4a, 
and making loud complaints to St. Jilion; telling 11 
this Was not Accord td the confidence he had alwa 
repoe'd” in him. But 4 5 ian who-had'a rd | 
him, on provided a better eing. „There was a wid 0. 
hay in that caſtle, "of great. belle, We the marquis 
A was intitel Tond' off, and 'kept. in that houſe, un 
der which Rinaldo "had Yalen ſhelter.” And that very "tay 
the marquis was come to ſtay all night with” her, the 
having ſecretly Provided a bath for him, and a moſt 
ſupper. And every thing 15 "now 2 and 
ottly the marquiss company wanting, arti, 
with Ufpatches Which requir'd him to Take el in infant: 
he therefore ſends to the lady to excuſe him, and poſts 
away; at which the was much concert d, And not Ke hy 
ing how to paſs her time, reſolves. to gd herſelf into. 
the bath which ſhe had provided for the aarquis, and then 
o ſup and go to bed. Nou it Happen d, that the back 
was near to the 'door where poor Rindlde was fittibg; 3 
| ſo chat dhe being therein. heard ar biz complaints" and 


mhivetings: 
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 ſhivorings : whireupays ſhe calls her maid, and orders her 
to — over the _ at the door-threſhold, and enquire 
who eat perſon ig there, and what he wants, She goes, 
and by the clearneſs bf the y co ud juſt diſcern Rinaldo. 
fitting in the manner before deset d; and having de- 
manded of him who he was? He Sue anſwer as well 
as he cou'd, trembling all the while ſo much that ſhe 
cou'd featce underſtand him, telling her . bow he came 
thither, and intreating her not to let r periſ with cold. 
Tbe girl was mow'd to compaſſion, and returning to ber 
miſtreſs, related the whole ſtory, who had pity on bim 
likewiſe, and recollecting that ſhe had the key of the door, 
which ſerv'd for the ovate admiſſion of the marquis ſome- 
times, ſhe ſaid, Go and open the door, gently ; we have 
_ victuak enough, and no body to ſit down, and we may 
- allo ſpare him a lodging The maid commended her g LE 
_ charyty, and having per the door and found him almo 
fropeji to death ; ſhe faid, Make haſte, good man, and 2 
thee into this bath, which yet is Warm; 3; With which he 
immediately « complied, without e g any farther in- 
vitation; and he found himſelf fo Woch refctbvg by the 
warmth of it, that he ſeem'd reſtor'd from death to life. 
Then the lady ſent him ſome cloaths, which had been jer 
kwband's, and which fitted him as well in all reſpe© 
| they had been made for him: And Waiting for 
cet, hs now began to thank God and St. Fulian, who. 
| had deliverd him from the proſpect of a moſt terrible- 
light, and brought bim at laſt where he was like ta me 
watt entertainment. The lady having now Tepos 
eit a little, orders a Le fire to be made in the. 
= : bal}; and coming thither, ſhe enguires concerning the hon {| 
man, what fort of a apy he was? To whom. the. mai 
replied, Madam, now he is cloath'd he ſeems to be a good. = 
handbme man, and well behavd. Go then (6 2 ſhe) . 
call him, and bid him come to the fite, and 
ſup. 7 me, for I fear he had bur a forry ſuppe „e 
Remaldo came into the hall, and faw 4 lady Ir (hs. a. 
pars 3h. him of das pers] he 1 the moſt 
Pro ce, hawing poſſible ac edgements. 
for the favours he had . Br And the lady 5 1 
to anſwer the character ſhe had receiy d of him from 
maid, made him fit down freely by the fire-fide with 


and enquir' concerning the ad which had brought 
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him thither, who then related to her every a a8 
it happen'd z to all which ſhe gave entire credit, having 
heard ecken the ſervant's coming thither before 3 
| ſhe then told him what ſhe knew of the matter, and 


how the. fellow Was to be met with in the morning. 7 
Supper being now ſerv'd up, waſh'd their hands and 


ſate down together. He 1was 1 Il in perſon, and agreeable 
enough both Ok 5 und behaviour, and a middle- 
aged man: She often therefore caſt 1 upon him, and 
finding him to fuit, ner mall, if as ſupper was 
ended, adviſes with her if 12 2 might not — 
(fince the marquis had put ſuch a flight upon her) make 
_ uſe ei the opportunity which fortune had thrown” in der 
Way. The girl, who knew how to pleaſe her miſtr 
readily band . The lady now returns 
—_—_ ſhe had left Ring/de by himſelf, and 
upon him, ſhe ſaid, Why ſo thoughthy#'Sir des 
| loſs of your horſe and a few 9 you 

Comfort yourſelf ; 1 houſe; 2 Ten 
you father, that 19 'busband's. cloaths | 
on, I couw'd not help A wo ſeveral times to night, 
that he himſelf was preſent, and 1 was. 
once to have ſaluted you. | Ringldo was too vl wag a on- 
noiſſeur in love- matters not to take her 4 
affair therefore was ſoon agreed, and to bed and 
in the morning, to ptevent the leaſt ſuſpicion, © gave him 


ſome old cloaths, and filled hls pocket with money, begging, 


of him © keep it ſecret; and Faving direfled him where ; 
to find his a The let him out of the fame 1 
came in at. He therefore, as ſoon as it WAS ng $a 
enters into the caſtle as if he had come a' great wa 
where he finds the fellow, and foon cloaths, him e out; ny 
his e and as he was going to mount his man's 
horſe, by great fortune it happened, that the three rogues, 
who had robbed him the day before, were taken up on for 
other account, and brought into the Tl” Wben by. . 
own confeffion. he got bis horſe, cloaths, and money rer, 
turned him, and teſt nothing but à pair of . which 
they knew not what was decome of. Renaldo. now] thanks 
God and St. Fukan, and getting on horſeback, arrives ſafe 


at his own. houſe, and the very next 45 the 5 *. | 


were ues vp * the gallows... 
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NOVEL 3 . 


Three young gentlemen jou... away thee fortmes, 
and a” nephery F "theirs returning home in as 

tſp erate" 4 ' condition, falls in company with an 

' Abbot, whom de afterwards found to be the King 
_ of England's daughter, who marries him, and 

makes good his uncle's. 22 5 FONG: da in 
_ their former proſperity. 


. 


LI. admit d the W of Rinatl 24 

and commended his devotion, giving thanks 
Al 5 8 to God and St. Julian who had ſuccoyr'd him 
in his great neceflity, Nor was the dy —— 
mn = (tho? they did not Tr Wi 9 8 
us of the opportunity that offer'd "IG | 
laughing therefore at theſe things, Pampi dl that 
| _ -was to PE pe next) 422 a idle eee on what 

was to fay, x n the ucen's command, 
begins at Eft in 17 manner. 1 b 

The more we ſpeak of the acts of fortune, o much 

the more, to, ſuch às conſider them attentively,” remain 
to be ſpoken : Which none need ſto wonder at, who cn. 
fider, that all things which we fooliſy call our own, are 
in her power; and that ſhe blindly wills them from one 
to another inceſſantly, and withoub any rule or method 
that can be diſcoverd by us. Which tho” it be ſhow* 
every 71 in every thing, and hath alſo been enlarg d 
upon in ſome former novels; nevertheleſs, as the queen is 


Ld 
A CQT- 


pleasd that this ſhou'd be our preſent ſubject, I ſhall add 
a ſtory to what has been ſaid already, with which z think you 


will 


2 ad . 
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will be pleas d with. There dwelt heretofore in our city 
a knight nam d Tebalo, who (as ſome report) was of the 
family of the Lamberti; tho others fay he belong d t) 
"the Agolanti : But be that as it will he was the moſt 
wealthy knight of all that livd in his time; and had 
three ſons, the eldeſt was call'd Z4mberts, the ſecond Te- 
baldo, and the third Axolanti, all courteous and genteel 
young perſons ; tho' the eldeſt” was not above eighteen, 
when their father died, leaving them in poſſeſſion of his 
vaſt wealth; who finding themſelves ſo rich, and having 
no body to controul them, began to g_ "apace by 
keeping vaſt numbers of ſervants, and fine horſes, and 
dogs, and hawks, with open houſe for all comers, making 
continual tilts. and tournaments, and ſparing tio diverſions 
that belong to gentlemen ; indulging themſelves befides 
in every youthful luſt and paſſion. They had not led this 
life long, before their riches began to waſte, and their rents 
not being ſufficient to defray their current expences, they 
mortgag'd and fold firſt one eſtate, and then another 3 
ſo that they ſaw themſelves coming to nothing, and then 
poverty open'd their eyes, which had been hitherto kept 
ſhut, One day therefore Lamberto calls his two brothers 
together, and [ts forth to them the great repute in which 
their father had liv'd, and the wealth he had left them, 
and how much they were now impoveriſh'd, thro* their 
inordinate expences; adviſing them (in the beſt manner* 
he was able) that before matters grew wotſe, they wou'd . 
ſell the little that was left, and go live ſome where elſe. 
His advice was follow'd, and without taking any leaye, 
or making the leaſt ſtir, they left Florence, and went di- 
realy for England. 3 to London, they took a little 
houſe, and liv'd as frugally as poſſible, letting out money 
at intereſt. And fortune was ſo kind to them, that in a 
few years they got a great deal of money: By which 
means it happen'd that firſt one and then another return d 
to Norence, Where they recovet'd back a great part of 
their eſtates, and purchas'd others to them, and got mar- 
fied ; and keeping on their banking trade ſtill in England, 
they ſent a nephew thither, whoſe name was Aleſſandro, 
to manage their buſineſs. They three therefore continued 
at Florence; and forgetting to what miſery they had been 
reduc'd by their former extravagance, and notwithſtanding 
they had all families, began © ſpend immoderately, hong 
* | Le: rg 
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large. credit from the merchants, Their expences were 
ſupported for ſome, years by returns from Aleſſandro, who 


had let out money to the barons upon their caſtles, and 


other eftates, which turn'd to good account, Whilſt the 


bree brothers continued ſpending in this manner, and 


borrowing whenever they ſtood in need, having their 
whole dependance upon returns from England; contrary 
to every one's expectation, a war broke out there between 
the king and his ſon, which divided the whole kingdom, 
ſome din part with one, and ſome with the other; 
on which account the barons caſtles, which were in Aleſ- 
ſandros poſſeſſion, were ſeiz d on, and nothing now was 
left him that turn'd to any profit: But living in hopes 
of peace every day, and then that he ſhou'd have both 
principal and intereft, Aeſſandro ſtill continued in the 
kingdom, whilſt the three brethren at Florence abated 
nothing of their extravagance, but continued borrowing 
more money daily. And no money coming for ſome years, 
as was expected, they loſt all their credit, and people being 
deſirous of getting what was their due, their effects were 
ſeir d on, which not being found ſufficient, they were 
thrown into priſon for the remainder, and their wives 
and children diſpers'd up and down the country in a 
moſt diſtreſs'd condition, and no proſpe&t now but of 
miſery the reſt of their lives, Aſandro, after waiting 


ſome years, and finding no likelihood of peace in England, 
but that he continued there to no puxpoſe, and in danger 


of his life, reſolves for ah; and he ſets out by himſelf; 
and as he was going out of Bruges, he overtook a young 
abbot cloath d in white, attended with a great equipage: 
Two ancient knights follow'd, related to the . king ; to 
whom A/ſandro join'd zhimſelf; and having made him- 
ſelf known to them, was well receiv'd, Travelling to- 
gether, he modeſtly enquires who thoſe monks were, that 
rode before with ſuch a retinue, and whither they were 

going? When one of the knights made anſwer, and faid : 


He that rides firſt is a young gentleman, a relation of outs, 


who is lately made abbot of one of the richeſt abbies in 


England ; and becauſe he is younger than is requir'd by 

the law for ſuch a dignity, we are going to Rome to 
intreat our holy father to diſpenſe with his want of years: 
But this is to be a ſecret. The new abbot riding ſome- 


times before his company, and ſometimes behind, (as is 
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uſual to bern the, cg gar fight at laſt of A | 
was 2 graceful, well-behay'd young gentleman, 
and was fo taken with him at the very firſt view, that 
he never  faw'any one he lik'd better ; 3 and having: calld 
him to him, he enquires who he was, Whe , came, 
and whither he was going? Aleſſondro anfwer d him very 
ingenuovuſly, and at the ſame time made him * offer of 
his little ſervice. The abbot was much pleas'd with his 
modeſt and pretty manner both of ſpeaking and oh. ag > 
finding, tho* his buſineſs was mean, that he was a gentle- 
men, And being full of compaſſion for his loſſes, he 
began to comfort him in a friendly manner, bidding him 
to be of good courage, for if he was a worthy man, God 
might exalt him to an higher pitch than that from which 
fortune had caſt him down; and deſired him, as he was 
bens towards Tuſcany, to "make one in his company, 

uſe he was likewiſe travelling hither Alefſandro' re- 
turns thanks for the encouragement he had given him, 
and faid, he was entirely at his ſervice, 'T he abbot riding 
on (having got ſome new fancies in his head, fince. the 
ſight of Aleſſandro) chanc'd after ſome days travelling to 


come to a country village, which . afforded hut bad acco- 


modations; and — . the abbot had a mind to lie there, 
2 andro made him alight at the houſe of à perſon 
whom. he was acquainted, and provided him 3 bed 

0 the leaſt incommodious part of the houſe. And being 
now become ſteward. of the houſhold as it were to the 
abbot, he diſpoſes of the company in different parts of 
the town, in the moſt commodious manner he Was able. 
ry after. the abbot had ſupp'd, it being now midnight, 
2 one gone to reſt, Aleſandro then enquir'd of 
ord w rn Who made anſwer, 

* good truth Sir, you ſee my houſe is quite full, ſo that 
I and my family muſt be eh 59 ſleep on benches 1 
yet there are ſome granaries in the ahh 9 
can carry a pallet- bed for you thither, and you m 
as well as you can. But, landlord, (quoth Ale = drm 
how can I. be in the abbot's chamber, it being ſo ſm 
that there is no room for any of his monks? If I had 
thought of it before the curtains were drawn, the monks 


| ſhou'd have lain in the granaries, and I wou d have gone 


where the monks are, Saith the hoſt, the caſe is this g 
you may lie there, if ou mos: the beſt hays Far 
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The abbot is aſleep, and his curtains drawn; I can convey 
a liftle' bed thither ſoftly, and you may reft well enough. 
Meſſaridro finding that it might be done without difturbing 
the abbot,” conſented, and accomodates himſelf there with 
as little noiſe as poſſible. © The abbot (whom this love kept 
awake) heard what paſs'd between Aleſſandro” and his land- 
lord; and finding that Aleſſandro was there, he began to 
reaſon with himſelf in this manner} I-have now a fit 
opportunity to compaſs my deſires; if 1 let this paſs, the 
like may never offer again. Reſolving therefore to make 
uſe of it, and ſuppoſing that all was quiet in the houſe 
he calls with a low voice, Aleſſandro ! and bids him come 
and lie down by him: who, after many excuſes,. undreſſes 
Himſelf, and comes to his bed. The abbot now laid his 
hand upon the other's breaſt, as a lover wou'd do; which 
Aleſſandro was much ſurpriz d at, and began to fear that 
he had ſome bad deſign; which, as ſoon as the abbot perceiv'd, 
He cou'd not help ſmiling ; and having laid his boſom bare, 
be took Aleſſandro's hand and put upon it, ſaying, Be not 
afraid; convince yourſelf of what I am. Aleſſandro laid 
Bis hand there, and found two breaſts ſmooth and delicate 
Nke poliſht ivory, which convinc'd him that it was a wo- 
man: And he was going to have been more familiar; 
but ſhe cried out, Hands oF Take notice, before you come 
nearer to me, of what I am going to ſay; I am a 
Woman; and not a man, as you ſee, and was now travelling 
te the pope, for him to diſpoſe of me in marriage: But 
Whether it be your good - fortune, or my unhappineſs, ſince 
J firſt ſaw you, the other day I cou d not forbeat loving 
Jou, and I aſſure you no woman ever lov'd a man better 
chan I do you: I therefore am determin'd'to marty you 
before any other perſon; and if you will not accept” of 
me, go from whence you came. Tho? ſhe was unknown 
to Aleſſandro, yet when he conſider'd the company that 
was with her, he ſuppos d ſhe muſt be a lady of diſtinc- 
tion, and her perſon he ſaw was ns therefore, 
without much conſidering upon the matter, he declar'd 
that if ſhe was willing, he ſhou'd be highly pleas d. Sbe 
then riſes up in bed, and turning towards a crucifix that 
Rood upon the table, gave a ring into his hand, and made 
nim eſpouſe her. The next morning they proceeded on 


their journey to Rome; and in a day or two ſbe, with _ 


the wo knights and A/ſendro, were introduc'd to bis 
n | MES | | holineſs, 
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holineſs, and, after the proper ceremony was over, ſhe ad- 
dreſſes herſelf to him in this manner. Holy father, ou 
know better than any body, that they who deſire to live 
honeſtly and well ſhou'd avoid as much as in them lies 
all - occaſions which may lead them to act otherwiſe. For. 
which reaſon have I come away, with a great part of the 
treaſure of my father, who is king of England, and was 
about to marry me, young as I am, to the king of Scot- 
land, who is very old, to beg that your holineſs wow'd. 
diſpoſe of me in marriage. Nor was it the age of the 
king of Scotland that made me fly ſo much, as the fear 
of doing thro*- my frailty, was I married to him, What 
ſhou'd. be contrary both to the? laws of God, and to the 
honour of our royal houſe. As I was coming with this 
intention, I got a ſight of this young gentleman, whoſe merit 
and behaviour make him worthy of the greateſt princeſs, 
altho?. his family be leſs noble. Him have I choſe, nor 
will I think of any other, however it may ſeem to my 
father or any one elſe, The principal inducement then to 
this journey is remov'd : But I choſe: to proceed, that 1 
might viſit the holy places with which this city abounds, and 
alſo vole” totals to the end that the contract of mar- 
riage, made only in the preſence of God, may be declar d 
in yours, and ſo made publick to the world: wherefore 1 
humbly intreat your bleſſing, to make us more capable of 
pleaſing him whoſe | vicar you are that way me live to- 
gether to the honour of God and of you, and at length 
die ſo. Aleſſandro was greatly ſurpriz d, when he heard 
his wife was the king of England's daughter, and full of 
joy: but the knights were inrag'd beyond meaſure, and, 
ad it not been in the pope's preſence, they had certainly 
offer d violence to Aleſſandro, and perhaps to the princeſs 
likewiſe. On the other hand, the pope was in amaze, 
both at her dreſs and the choice ſhe had made; but ſeeing 
what was dane cou'd not be remedied, he was willing 
to ſatisfy her requeſt ; land having comforted the two knights, 
whom he faw in confuſion, and reconcil'd them to the 
lady and Al:fſandra, gave orders for what he wou'd have 
done. And when the day appointed was come, he made 
the lady appear moſt royally dreſt before all the cardi- 
nals, and other great perſonages, who had been invited 
to a moſt magnificent feaft, where ſhe appear'd fo beau- 
tiful and courteous, that " one was charm'd with _ 
a 3 | n 
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In like manner was Algſſandrv richly apparell d; in hie 


aſpe& - and behaviour being more like a prince, tian a 
_ perſon” brought up to trade, and was much honour d by 


r The pope few the -marriage ce- 


lebrated with all imaginable grandeur ; and, after receiving 


his benediftion, they took their leaves. Alefſangr: 
his lady were . deſirous, 1 Nome, of 


Francs, where fame had already carried the news of their 
h the u 


marriape ; and they were receiv'd wi — 
© She Ne t of | 
paying all cheir debts, and ſettles them, and their 
their former eſtates. This gain'd 1 
every one; and departing thence they took — i 
n 
n e 


king, that Mi forgave his daughter and receividehem with all 


poſſible demonſtration of joy, making his ſon in law a knight, 
and creating him earl of Cermual. Mleſandros behaviour and 
conduct was ſuch, that he accomodated matters between 
father and fan, which was of great ſervice to the kingdom, 
and gain'd the love and efteem of every one. Hralants ree 
eover'd all that was due to him, and return'd to Flrence 
immenſly rich, being firſt knighted by count Aleſſandro, 
_ who brd happily with his princeſs, and tis reported that 
thto' his prudence and valour, and the affiſtance of his 


father in law, n N 
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pirate, and was taken by the Genoeſe, and Juf-. 
_ fered ſhiprack ; but faves himſelf upon 4 cast of 
Jewels, and was taken out of the ſea by a woman 
5 at 4 Forks and afterwards Talat ha v . 


WAURETTA (: gte ent to. Pow; and tiids 
TEX ing her tale now brought to io 
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that, in this reſpect, 1 all be be l Ieb 1 
am able to give you no _ Thope y 
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the iſland of Cyprus, He there found many ſhips laden 
with the ſame commodities, in regard to which it was 
neceſſary for him not only to make a quick mart of his 
goods, but he was alſo farther conſtrained, if he meant 
great loſs and almoſt ruin: Grieving much thereat, nor 
knowing what to do, ſecing that from great wealth he was 
reduced almoſt to poverty, the reſolves either to die, or to 
repair his loſſes from other people, before he would return 
home poor, as he came from thence fo rich. Meeting 
with a merchant that bought his great ſhip of him, with 
the money made of that, and his other merchandiſe, he 
purchaſed a light little veſſel fit for a pirate, arming and 
_ Furniſhing it with every thing proper for that purpoſe, in- 
"tending to make other people's goods his own, and eſpe - 
Cially thoſe of the Turks. And fortune was abundantly 
more favourable to him in this way of life, than ſhe had 
been in merchandiſe; for, in the ſpace of a year, he took 
ſb many Turk priaes, that he found he Had not only 
got his on again, but made it more than dauble. Being 
now comforted for his former loſs, and thinking he had 
enough, and for fear of a ſecond diſaſter, he reſolves to 
make the beſt of his way home with what he had gotten: 
And as he was ſtill fearful of trade, he had no mind to 
employ any more of his money that way, but ſet ſail in 
that little veſſel wherein he had gained it. He was no 
 fooner got into the Arcbipelago, but night drew on, and a 
great wind aroſe directly contrary to their intended courſe, 
_ which! made ſuch a fea, that the ſhip could not ſtand it, 
and they were glad to get into a bay under the cover of a 
little iſland, to wait for better weather. Landolpho had juſt 
entred the harbour when two Genoeſe ſhips came in from 
Cum ſlantinople to avoid the fame ſtorm: And as ſoon as the 
men in them ſaw the ſmall bark, they blocked her up in the 
paſſage, and underſtanding whom ſhe belonged to, and that 
the owner was known to be rich; as men addicted to 
plunder and rapine, they reſolved to make it their own 
prize; landing ſome of their men therefore, well armed 
with croſ#bows and other weapons, they poſſeſſed themſelveg 
Aa ſtation, to prevent any of the crew's iſſuing aut of 
dhe bark, unleſs they run the hazard of their lives, whilſt 
the reſt got into the long boat, and the ſea being favour- 
ale, they ſoon boarded Zandoiphr's veſſel, and took all 4 
N „„ 
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people, and every thing in it, without the loſs of a man, 
cleared the veſſel they ſunk her. The day following, the 
wind being changed, they ſet fail; and had a good voyage 
all that day; but night coming on, the wind became boiſter- 
ous again, and the ſtorm was ſuch that the two ſhips were 
parted, whilſt that, wherein poor Landulpho was, drove with 
the utmoſt violence upon the coaſt of Cephalonia, and broke 
all to pieces. The poor wretches that were on board (the 
ſea being covered with all ſorts of merchandiſe, and with 
cheſts, tables, c. as is common in ſuch caſes) notwith- 
ſtanding it was dark, and the waves very great, endeavour- 
ed, ſuch as were able to ſwim, to get to ſuch things as 
they ſaw floating. Amongſt theſe was the unfortunate Lan- 
 dolphs, who though he had wiſhed for death a_ thouſand 
times the day before, rather than to be carried home a 
beggar; now he ſaw death at hand, was ſufficiently: terri- 


fed, and got hold of a plank like the reſt, in hopes that, 


by delaying his fate, God would ſend him ſome means for 
his eſcape : And riding upon it as well as he could, being 
drove by the wind backwards and forwards, he ſupported 
himſelf till it was day- light, and then looking round him 
he could ſee nothing but clouds and water, and a cheſt 
driving towards him, and which came ſo near him ſome- 
times, that he was afraid it would daſh againſt him, when 
he would endeavour, with the little ſtrength he had left, to 
put it by with his hand: At length it happened that a great 

blaſt of wind ſent it with ſuch violence againſt the board 
whereon he was ſitting, that it was overſet, and he ſouſed 
over head and ears in the water; but riſing again, and 
ſwimming more out of fear than any ſtrength, he found 
himſelf at ſuch a diſtance, that he was afraid he could not 
recover it; getting therefore to the cheſt, which was 
nearer, he laid his breaſt upon it as well as he could, and 
put his arms round it, and in this manner was he carried up 

and down, eating nothing, becauſe he had it not, and drink- 
ing more than he deſired, without knowing where he was, 
or ſeeing any thing but water for a day and a night. The 
next morning (whether it was through God, or the force 
of the winds) Landolabe, who was well nigh become a 
ſponge, holding his arms ſtrongly about the cheſt, as we 
often ſee people ſeize upon any thing to avoid being 
dtowned, drew near to the ifland of Corfic, where by good 
. | 35 fortune 
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fortune à poor -womati was ſcowering her diſhes. with ſalk 
wunter and fand, who when ſhe. ſaw. it approach, and not 
| perceiving it to be of any. ſhape. or figure, eried out, and 
r — neither could 
he ſee much; but as the waves pleaſed, he was carried to 
che land, and then ſhe could -diftinguiſh the ſhape of the 
cisk ; and looking more narrowiy, ſhe ſaw an arm laid 
over it, and then 2 face, when . 
was; and being moved. 8 little way into 
the ſea, which was now calm, and taking bold of the hair 
uf bis head, drem both him and the cheſt to land, and 
with much ado ſhe unfolded his arms from the cheſt, which 
the ſet upon her daughters head that was with her; and 
the carries him like a little child to the town, and put him 
into a ftove, and chafed and waſhed him with warm 


ons br cherries ger yer frog gs 
now provide for his departure, He, who remembred no- 
thing about it, received it from the hands of the woman, 
as ſuppoſing it might ſerve for his expences a ſmall time, 
how little ſoever it ns worth; and finding it very lioks 
r > ry 8 - however, as ſhe was out of 
the way, he breaks it open, and found à great e —_— 
jewels, t both ſuch as were ſet, and others, of w | | 
ſome judgment, and knowing their value ne 
thoroughly comforted, praiſing God for not having. 
_ forſaken him; but as he had been twice buffeted by fortune 
already, and being fearful of a third miſhap, 7 
8 requiſite to bring theſe things ſafe 
He” wraps them up therefore in old rags as well as 
| hy et Ann OY gee 
the cheft, but that ſhe might keep it if ſhe. 
a ſack in its ſtead, e 
now returning . 
fack upon his neck, and paſſes over in a bark 4 
fam, and ſo from one ſea to anather, till he came 
mum, where he met with merchants of his own tow 
Cloathed him out of charity, after he had e 
that had happened to him, excepting that -of the 
dae f they ds ge f an hoes, nd Ge © 
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return; and finding himſelf there in ſafety, be thanks G 
for it: And now he enquires more narrov | 
than he had done before, and finds ſo many valuable 

jewels, that rating them at the loweſt 1 he was twice b 
as rich as when he left bome. F. inding means therefore to 
diſpoſe of the he ſends 4 ſum of money to the woman 
at Corfu, who had taken him out of the ſea, and treated 


4 


him 9 ki dly ; and alſo to the h Tranium for e 
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Andruccio f Perugia, coming to Naples to buy 

horſes, met with three remarkable accidents in one 
- night ; from all which he eſcapes, and returns with 
@-ruby of value. 30 8 


HE jewels found by Landolplu puts me in 
mind, ſays Flammetta (whoſe turn it was now 
do ſpeak) of a ſtory which contains as many 
Te perils as the laſt, altho it be different in this 
| reſpect .; viz. that the firſt happen'd in the 
courſe of ſome years, whereas theſe fell out in the ſpace 
of one night, as you ſhall hear. There liv'd, as I have 
heard, at Perugia, a young man nam*d Ardruccio di Pietrg, 
a dealer in horſes ; Who hearing of à good market at 
Naples, puts five hundred florins of gold into his purſe 3 
and having never been from home before, went with 
ſome other dealers, and gets thither on a Swnday in the 
evening: And according to the inſtruction he had re- 
ceiv'd from his landlord, he goes into the market the 
next morning, where he ſees many horſes to his mind, 
cheapening their price as he went up and down, without 
coming to any bargain. But to ſhow people that he came 
with an intent to wh he unadviſedly pull's out his purſe 
on all occaſions ; infomuch that a certain Sicilian damſel 
(who was at every one's ſervice fora ſmall matter) got a fight 
af it as ſhe was paſſing along, without being obſerv'd 
dy him: and ſhe faid to her ſelf, who is there that 
wou'd be my betters, if that purſe was mine? and goes 
away. Along with her was an old woman (of Sicily 
likewiſe) who, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw Audruccio, runs to embrace 
him; which the young woman obſerving (without faying 
a word) ſteps aſide to wait for her, He 2 


NoverV. hs SECOND TOY 9 I, 1 


knew her, to her g. 


joy, and without making 


Words there ſhe tains promis'd to come to his inn; 4 


went on about his buſineſs, but bought nothing all that 
morning. The young woman taking notice firſt of the 
purſe; and then of the old woman's knowledge of him; 
and contriving how to come at all or part of the mo- 


ney ; began to enquire of her as cautiouſly as might be, if 


ſhe knew who — man was, or whence he came, ot 
what was his buſineſs, and alſo how ſhe came to know 
him: which ſhe anſwer'd in every particular as fully 


as he himſelf cou'd have done, having liv'd a long time 


with his father in Sicth, and afterwards at Perigis ; 
telling her alſo the cauſe of his coming thither, and when 
be was to return. Thinking herſelf now ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed, both concerning his kindred, and their names, 
ſhe grounds ber ſcheme hereupon in the moſt artful 


manner poſſible; and going home, ſhe ſends the old wo⸗ | 


man out upon buſineſs for the whole day, to hinder” her 


returning to him; and in the mean time towards the 
evening, ſhe diſpatches a young woman well train'd for 


man: Hereupon ſhe takes him a little aſide, and ſays, Sir, | 


2 gentlewoman of this city. wou d gladly ſpeak with 


if you pleaſe. - On bearing this, he began to con — 
upon the matter; and as ſhe ſeem'd to be a creditable 


\| 
ſuch "ſervices to his lodging, who found him by chance 
fitting alone àt the door, and enquiring of him, if he 


knew ſuch a perſon,” he made anſwer, that he was the 


Be he took it for granted, that the lady muſt. be in 


ve with him; being that he thought himſelf, as hand- 
ſome a man a8 any in · Naples: He anfwer'd. "therefore, 
that he was ready; and demanded where and hen "the 
lady 'wou'd ſpeak with him. The girl replied, ſhe ex- 


peas you at her own houſe as ſoon às you will. With⸗- 
out ſaying a word then to the people of the inn, he bids 


her ſhow him the way; and ſhe brings him to her houſe 
in a certain ſtreet famous for ſuch ſort of gueſts; but he 
knowing nothing of the matter, nor at all ſuſpeRting; 
but that be was going to a place of repute, and to a lady 

that had taken a fancy to him, went into the houſe; 
and up ſtairs (whilſt the girl call'd aloud to her miſtreſs, 
telling her that - Andruccio was there) and finds her at 
the top waiting for him. She was young and beautis 


. — 5 W 


fore, 


— 


at being careſs'd in . a 
am —— — — 


takes him by the hand, and leads him (without ſaying a 


word more) thro' a large dining room into ber on 
chamber, which was perfum' d with roſes, een 
and other coſtly odours, where was alſo a ſine bed, and 
other rich furniture, far beyond what he 4 ever ſeen 
| before, and which convinc'd him that ſhe was ſome great 
lady: And fitting down together upon a couch at the 
bed's feet, | the — herſelf to him in this manner: 


2 2 tears — . ing 


mec, "namely that I am your er N 


of my brethren (as 1 wilh d to have ſeen them all). 
2 very moment: If you be un- 
acquainted with the particulars of my flory, Sl 
them. Pietro, my father and yours as L you muſt 
know) lived a — time at alerme, where be was much 
reſpected for his behaviour and good nature (and may 
ſo, ſtill): ee thnew him. cr: Among. che 
uri yo — — — 2 
3 not n 
eee 
ne, en en I was born, and a 
Fou now ſee. Having occaſion afterwards to 
Palermo, and to return to Perugia, he leaves d 
infant, with my mother, and from that time (as 
J can learn) took no more A af aan 
which, was he not my father, I .cou'd b bim 
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conſidering what ingratitude he ſhew d to 4 
omit the love he ow'd to me bis Child, og pie 


K K. 


: r n But to eee III Alen 
done fo long ſince, dre eaſier blam'd than | amended 
zee way de klares h ee, 


en married 1g, 0 the -of the 'fam 
_ who,” out of repard® to me and her, came 
lermo, Where falling into the faction of the hee and 
ee | "treat with our king C 

Prederith king of Arragen, before — 
22 cad for“ d to fly from Sicily,” at a time 
r e to have been the greateſt lady. in che 
Illand. Taking away what few effects we were able 
I call them few with regard to the abundance we were poſ - 
feld d of) and leaving our eſtates — palaces” behind us, 
we came at length to this place, here we found king Charles: 
ſo grateful that be has made up 90. us, in part, the dos 
ve had ſuſtain' d on his account, giving! us lands and houſes; 
and * my husband and your Kinſman 4 penſiom 5e! 
5 u WIII 2 Thus live I here, wheres 
ann 2 to God, and not to 


you my deareſt brother, 
E now rel Nin — when ſhe had ſaid, ſhe *wepty 

” Andruccio hearing chie fable ſo 
ey related without the 


en {ch of 1 remnembring de tha — 
Had Hye at” "PROG," 


0 5 5 8 
it was that my father, for reaſons beſt known to himſeli, 
never mention d you or "your mother at any time; ur 
Ab "that Thave forgot it) I have no more 
| had never been born. And it 
me to find a ſiſter here, as I the 
am ale alone: Nor is there any. 
ity ſoever, who would not value v 
ab more therefore ſhalt I, who am but a mean trader. 
But one thing I beg vou wou'd clear f to me, vix. 
How came you to'know that 1 was here? When ſhe re- 
plied in this manner: A poor woman; whom I often em- 
/ a told me fo; for Ibe ld, as The inform'd: me, wu 
dur father a confiderable time, dend at Kaum a | | 
erugia; 


at another perſon's, 


all — relations did? to all which he anſwer d her fully; 
believing more firmly, when there was the more reaſon 
for ſuſpicion. Their diſcourſe laſting a long time, and the 
ſeaſon being ſultry, ſhe order d in Greek wine and ſweet- 
meats for him; and he making an offer afterwards to de- 
part, becauſe it was ſupper- time, ſhe wou'd by no means 
ſuffer it; but ſeeming to be under great concern, ſhe em- 
braces kim, and ſays, Alas! now I plainly fee how little 
account you make of me; that being with a ſiſter whom 
you never ſaw before, and in her houſe, which you ſhou'd 
always make your home, you ſhou'd yet think of going to 
up at an inn. Indeed you ſhall ſup with me; and tho 
my husband be abroad, which I am much concern d at, 
J know, as a woman how to pay you ſome. little 

He not knowing what anſwer to make, ſaid, I love you 


as much as it is poſſible ſor me to love a ſiſtet; but it 


will be wrong not to go, becauſe they will expect me to 
ſupper all the evening. She immediately replied, we have 
a preſent remedy for that, I will ſend one of my people to tell 


tow not to expect you: But you wou'd favour. me more, 
do as you ought, if you would ſend to invite your com- 


pany hither to ſupper, and afterwards, if you chuſe to go, you 


might all of you depart together. He ſaid he ſhou'd: not 


trouble her that evening with his companions, but ſhe 


might diſpoſe of him as | ſhe pleas' d. She now made a 


pretence of ſending to his inn, to tell them not to kaya 
him to ſupper, and ales much other. towns . they es 

_ down, and were elegantly ſerv'd with variety of diſhes, 
which ſhe contriv'd to laſt till it was dark night, and riſing 
then from table, he offer d to go away; but ſhe declar' d, 
that ſhe wou'd in no wiſe ſuffer it, for Naples was not a 
place to walk in when it was dark, eſpecially for a ſtranger : 
And as ſhe had ſent to the inn concerning his ſupping with 


Her, ſo had ſhe done the like about his bed. He. believing. 


 thisto be true, and glad alſo of being with ber, was eaſily 
prevaifd upon. After ſupper, their diſcourſe lafted a long 


time, bei lengthned out on purpoſe; and as it was noẽ- 


midnight, ſhe left him in her own chamber to take his 
rn and ſhe with ber 
: Com- 


* 
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Perugia ; and was it not that it appear d more reputable that 
you ſhou'd come to at my n 

T had — directly to you. She 
then enquir' d of him particularly, and by name, how 


.. ͤ . e 
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companions. retir'd into another room. It wag ſultry hot; 
on which account . Ardruccio ſeeing himſelf done, ſtrips 
into his doublet, and pulling off his breeches he lays them 
under his bolſter, ànd having occaſion to eaſe himſelf, he 
asks the boy to ſhow him a. eonyeniency z who points to 
a corner of the room where there was a door, and bids 
him go in there. He went in without the leaf ſuſpicion, 


= 


and ſetting his foot upon a board, which not being nail'd 


at the, other end to the rafter on which it was laid, 


ſtraight w ups and down. they went together. God was 


ho merciful w him hSwever, be pt ho. Pama, der it wa 
a great height, but was ls cole with filth, of 
> pla U. ou 1 ette 


which the place was full. Now that you. may better 


underſtand; this, and what follow'd alſo, I ſhall deſeribe 


5 place to you. In a, ſtraight alley (as you ſee often 
tween two houſes) on fore facings reaching from one 
to the other, were ſome boards laid, and à place to fit 
upon, and it was one of theſe boards that fell down with 
him, Finding himſelf now at the bottom, he calls in great 
diſtreſs to the boy; but he, the moment he heard him 
fall, runs to tell his miſſr.ſs, who haſtened to his chamber 
to ſee if his cloaths were there, and finding both then 
and the money, which he gut of a fooliſh miſtruſt al- 
ways carried about him (and for the ſake of which ſhe 
had laid thjs ſnare, pretending; to have been of Palermo 


and the ſiſter of this Perugian) ſhe took no farther care; 


but made the door faſt out of Which he paſs d when 
he fell. Finding the boy miake no anſwer, he calls our 
louder, but to no purpoſe; and now perceiving thg trick 
when it was too late, he climbs upon tlie wall which 
pai ted that place from the ſtreet, and getting down front 
thence. he comes again to the door, which he knew. full 
well; there did he knock and call in vain for a long 

time; lamenting much thereat, and ſeeing plainly his cas 


lamity; Alas (quoth he) in how little a time have I loſt 


five hundred florins, and a ſiſter beſides | And uſing many 


_ Other words, he now began to batter the door, and to 


dall out aloud: And he continued doing ſo, till he raigd 
any of the neighbours, and amongſt the reſt one of the 


women where he had been, pretending to be half aſleep, 


opens the caſement, and, calls out, Who makes that-noiſe 
there? Ol cries he, don't you know me? I am Andrue» 
dio, brother to madam dae When ſhe replied, A 
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honeſt” fellow, if thou haſt, had too much e et thee 
to bed; and. come to morrow; I know nothing or An- 
i nor what thy idle tale means; but Lo. about thy 

buſineſs ( ſay once again) and let us reſt. What]  (fays- 

he) don't you know” What I ſay? you know well enough, 
if you will: But if our Sicilian relationfhip be ſo ſoon for- 
got, give me my cloaths which J left with yeu, and TH 
80 with all my heart.. She then replied with a ſneer, The 


man is in 4 dream; and ſhuts the window hat the ſame 


time. Aidruccio convine d' of his leſs, thro” his: great grief 
Became: outragious; and reſolving to recover by force 
what he cou'd not by fair words, takes à great ſtone, 
and beats againſt the door harder than before; which many 
of the nei our hearing, who had been awak d before, 
r Marel that he was ſome ſpiteful fellbw that did 


this to annoy the woman, and provok'd at the noiſe: 


which he made; they calPd out one and all (in like man- 
ner as dogs all join in barking at a ſtranger) ? Lis a ſhame- 
ful "thing to come to a woman's houſe at this time of 
night with thy idle tories : get thee away in God's name 
and let us fcep; and if thou haft any buſineſs with her,, 
come. to morrow, and do not diſturb us now. Encou- 
rap'd perhaps by theſe laſt words, a bully in the houſe, 
whom he had neither. feen nor heard off, comes to the 
window, and with a moſt rough and terrible voice calls 
out, Who is that below? Audruccio raiſing up his head 
at this, beholds an ilE-looki A355 with a great black 
beard, yawning and rubbing his eyes, as if he was juſt 
got out of the bed, and ak d out ef his fleep. He 
made anfwer therefdre, not without a. good deal of fear, 
F am brother to the lady within: But the other (never 
waiting to let him make an end of his ſpeech) replies, 
F ſhall. come down and beat thee whilſt thou can ſtand, 
for a troubleſome drunken beaft as thou art, to let no 
body reſt. for thee ; and he clapt the window,” Hereupon 
ſome of the neighbours, who knew more of the fellow's- 


diſpoſition and character, calFd out ſoftly to Audruccis, and 


faid, For God's fake, honeſt man, go away, unleſs thou- 
haſta. mind to loſe thy life; it will be much the beſt 
for thes. Terrified therefore with his voice and aſpect, and: 


perſuaded alſo by theſe people, who ſeem'd to ſpeak out 
of meer good will, Andruccio quite caſt down, and out of 


all hopes of recover ing his en now directs his courſe- 
towards: 
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towards that part of the city, from whence he had been 
led by the girl the day before, (without knowing whither 
he was going) in order to get to bis inn. But being of=. - 
fenſive tòõ himſelf, on account of the ſcent he carried about 
him, and deſirous of waſhing in the ſea, he turns to the 
left, thro' a ftreet call d Catalana, and goes towards the 
higheſt part of the city, where he aw two people coming 
with a. lantern, ahd (fearing, that they were the watch, 
or ſomè ill-diſpos'd perſons), ſteps into an old houſe, that 
was near to hide himſelf, It happen'd that theſe. people 
were going into the very ſame place; and one oh them 

| having laid down ſome iron tools there, which he carried 
upon his neck, they had ſome diſcourſe together about 
them. And as, they were talking, ſays one to the other, 
There is the moſt confounded ſtink; (whatever be the 
meaning of it] that ever I ſmelt in my life: When 
holding up their lantern, they ſaw wretched Audruccis 
and, in a good deal of amaze, demanded who he was? 
He made nd anſwer; and drawing nearer with the light, 
they ask d what he did there in that condition? He then 
related to them his whole adventure; and they bly, 
imagining” the place where the thing bad happen d, fad — 
to one another, This muſt certainly have been in the houſe 

of Scarabon Firebrand; and then turning towatds him, pro- 


* 
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ceeded thus: Honeſt man, you ought to be very thankful 
in that ybu fell down, and cou'd not return into the 
houſe, for otherwiſe you wou'd certainly have been murder d 
2s ſoon. af ever you Went to ec, and ſo have. loſt yout 
life as well as your money. But what ſignifies Rua 4g 
You may. as ſoon pluck a, tar out of the firmament, as . 
recover one farthing ; nay you may, chance to be kill'd, 
| ſhou'd the man heat that yau make any words about it. 
Having admoniſh'd him in this manner, they faid, See, 
we have pity on you, and if vou will engage in a certain 
affair with us, which we ate how about, we are very 
| ſure that your ſhare will amount to more than you haye 
loſt. He, like a perſon in deſpair, told them he was 
willing. That day was buried the archbiſhop of Naples, 
whoſe flame was Signor Philippo Minutelo, in rich pontifi » 
cal robes, and with a ruby on his finger worth upwatds 
bf five hundred florins of gold, whom they propos'd to 
ſtrip and rifle, and they acquainted him thergwith. He 
then, more covetous than wiſe, went along with es 8 
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and as they were going towards the cathedral, he ſmelt ſo 


ſtrong, that one ſaid to the other, Can we contrive nd way 
40 'wafh this man a little to make him ſweeter ? And the 
other made anſwer, We are not far from a well, where is 


uſually a pulley and great bucket; let us go thither, and 


we may makehim clean in an inſtant. Coming there they 
found” the rope, but the bucket was taken away; they 
therefore agreed to tie him to the rope, and to put him 
gown into. the well, and' when he had well wafſh'd him- 
felf he was to ſhake the rope, and they wou'd draw him 


up. Now it happen'd that, after they had let him down, 


ſt me of the watch (being thirſty with the heat of the 
Weather, and having been in purſuit of fome perſons) came 
to that well to drink, and as ſoon as the two men ſaw 
them they took to their heels: The watch however ſaw 


nothing of them. Audruccio now having waſht himſelf at 


the bottom of the well, began to ſhake the rope; they 


therefore laid down their cloaths and halberds upon the 


ground, aud began to draw the rope, thinking the bucket 
was faſtned thereto, and fuli of water; and when he found 
himſelf at the top, he leaves hold of the rope, and clings 
faſt to the edge of the well; they immediately let go the 
rope on ſeeing him, and run away frighted out of their 
wits ; which he wonder'd greatly at; and had he not held 


faſt, he had fall'n to the bottom, and perhaps loſt his 


life. Getting out in this manner, and beholding their 


weapons, which he knew belonged not to his companions, | 
he wondred the more; and being in doubt what the meaning 


of it cou'd be, he went away without touching any thing, 
lamenting his fate, and not knowing whither. And as he was 
walking along he met with his companions, who return'd 
to help him out of the well; and were ſurpriz'd to ſee 
him, enquiring of him who had helpt him out. He made 
anſwer, that he cou'd not tell them; and related tlie whole 
affair, and what he had found by the well-ſide : Where- 
upon they perceiv'd how it happen'd, and laughing hear. 
tily, they acquainted” him with the reaſon of their running 
away, and who they were that had drawn him up. 
Without making more words (it being now midnight) 


they went to the great church, into which they found an 


ealy admittance, and paſs'd directly to the tomb, which 
was of maibley and very magnificent; and with their 


wy 
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devers rais'd up the cover, which was very heavy, ſo high 
that a man might go under, and propt it; which being 
done, ſays one, Who ſhall go in? Not I, ſays the other, 
but Andruccio ſhall, I will not go in, quoth Andruccio; 
and then they both turn'd towards him, and faid, What! 
won't you go in? We will! beat your brains out this mo- 
ment, af you don't. Terrified at that, he conſents ; ant 
being now got in, he began to conſider with himſelf in 
this manner : Theſe fellows have certainly forc'd me in here 
to deceive me, and therefore when I have given them every 
thing, and am endeavouring to get out again, they will 
certainly run away, and 1 fhall be left deſtitute. For 
which reaſon he reſolves to make ſure of his part before 
hand; and, remembring the ring of value which he had 
heard them ſpeak of, as ſoon as ever he got into the 

vault, he took it from off the archbiſhop's finger and 
ſecures it, giving them afterwards the paſtoral ſtaff, mitre 


and gloves, and ſtripping him to his ſhirt, he told them 


there was nothing elſe. But they affir ming chat there was 
a ring, bid him ſeek every where for it, whilſt he affur'd 
them that he cou'd no where find it, and pretending 
to look carefully about, he kept them ſometime waiting 
for him: At length they (who were full as cunning as 
Himſelf) calling to him to fearch diligently, ſuddenly 


drew away the prop which fupported the cover, and Jett 


him ſhut up in the vault. Which when he perceiv'd, you 
may eaſily ſuppoſe what condition he was in. Many a time 
did he endeavour with his head and ſhoulders to raiſe it 
up, but in vain ; till overcome with grief, he fell down _ 
at laſt upon the dead body; and whoever had ſeen him 
at that time, cou'd ſcarce have faid, whether there was 


more life in one than the other. But when he came to 


himſelf he lamented moſt birterly, ſeeing that he was now 
brought to the neceſſity of one of theſe two evils, namely, 
to die there, with hunger, and 'the ftench of the dead 
carcaſe, if uno one came to help him out; or, if that ſhou'd 
happen, and he be delivered, in that caſe to be hang'd for 

a thief, As he was in this perplexity, he heard the noite 
of many perſons in the church, whom he ſuppos'd -were 
Coe to do what he and his companions had been about, 
which added greatly to his fear: But after they bad rais'd 
up the lid and propt it, a diſpute aroſe which ſhou'd go 
in; and none cating to do it, _ a long conteſt, fays a 
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prieſt, What are you afraid of? Do you think he will eat 


you-? Dead men cannot bite: 1 will go in my ſelf. And 
immediately clapping his breaſt to the edge of the vault, 
he goes to ſlide down with his feet foremoſt; which An- 
druccio perceiving, and ſtanding up, he caught faſt hold of 
one of his legs, as if he meant to pull him in. The 


prieft upon this made a moſt terrible outery, and got out 


immediately ; and the reſt being equally terrified, run 
away, leaving the vault open, as if they had been pur- 
ſued by an hundred thouſand devils. Andruccis little ex- 


yo this good fortune, gets out of the vault, and ſo 
gut of the church, the ſame way he came in. And now 


daylight began to appear, he wandred with the ring on 
His finger be knew not whither, till coming to the ſea- 


de, he found the way leading to his inn: There he 
meets with his companions and his landlord, who had 


been in pain all that night for him; and having related 
to them all that had paſs d, he was advis d to get out 
of Naphs with all ſpeed; with which he "inſtantly com- 
_ plied, and return'd to Perugia, having laid out his money 


on a ting, whereas the © intent of his 2 Was to _ 
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- Madam 1 Beides cas 3 on an , ind tb; wo . 
Feat, having loſt ber two fons, and went: 


thence to Fed iana, where one of ber fon . . 


' ſervant io the Jord thereof, and being” found with 
Ag daughter, was by him ſent to priſin: After 
wards, when the country of Sicily rebelled againſt 
_ ing. Charles, that ſame: ſon was known..again by 
Dis mother, and was — io his maſter s daugh- 
ter; and bis brother being found em mw | 
0 returned to great _ ond Wn ; Bs 


7 1 gentlemen were iy 1 : 
= Y with the re that befel Andrutcio, as re- 


| tory 8 be at an end, begins, by the queen's or- 
der, in this manner: Very great and grievous 
are the changes of fortune, which as often as we diſcourſe 
of, ſo often do they rouze and wake our underſtandings, 
which 2 t too eaſily enchanted by her flatteries; and T 
am perſu ed that to hear them recounted mit be agrecable _ 
both to ſuch as are happy, and ſuch as are miſerable, inaf-. 
much as it is a caution to the former, and affords matter of 
Komfort to the latter. Wherefore, tho? reat things have 
en already treated of, yet do I purpoſe W relate a _ 


NO leſs true than lamentabl, which thongh it ended we 


yet ſuch and fo many were the bitter thwartings, that — 
would ſcarce imagine they could èver be ſweetned by any 
ſubſequent joy. Vou muſt underſtand then, that after the 
death of the emperor Frederick II. Manfredi was erowned 


King of Sicihy, with whom lived | in great * a Neapolitan 
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gentleman, whoſe name was Henriet Capece, and who had 
ro *wiſesa moſt" beautiful and .. worthy lady of -Napley 
called Beritola Caratciela. - T his gentleman having the 
government of the iſland in his hands, and underſtanding 
that king Charles I. had gained the battle of Benevento, and 
flain Manfredi, finding alſo that the whole kingdom had 
revolted to the conqueror, and repoſing but little truſt in 
the ſcanty faith of the Siciliant, nor being willing to become 
a ſubject to the enemy of his former maſter, he prepares ſe- 

_ © eretly to leave the place; which being diſcovered by the 
inhabitants, he and many other of Manfredi's friends and 
ſeroants were delivered up priſoners to king Charles, wo 
too poſſeſſion alſo of the iſland. In ſuch a ſudden change 

of affairs, madam Beritola not knowing what was become 
her husband, and fearful of what yas already come to 
pass, to ayoid reproach, left every thing behind her, and 
taking only a child of eight years old, called Gedi, and 
peeing with child of another, ſhe imbarks in 4 little veſſel, 


* 


and in the utmoſt diſtreſs, for Eipari: There ſhe brings 
forth another ſon, whom the calls the Poor-expelled, — 
| having provided a nurſe, they went on board againwith a 
*, _ defign to return to her relations at Naples. But it happened 
cContrary to her expectation; for the veſſel, which was bound 
for Naples, was carried by a contrary wind to the iſlany 
| \ | of Fons; where getting into 3 Iittſe, harbour, they wait 
for a more favourable ſeaſon to purſue their voyage: There 
they went on ſhore, and finding a ſolitary place, ſhe fate 
down all alone, to lament the fate of her dear Henriet ; 
and this ſhe did every day; whilſt it happened, that bein 
employed in this meditation one day, without afy of th 
ſhip's crew knowing where ſhe was, they were Cirbrized 
by a pirate ſhip, and carried of, Madam Beritola, when 
her daily lamentation was ended, returns, as uſual, to ſee 
her ſons, and was ſurprized to find no body; but ſuſpecting 
what muſt haye happened, and caſting her eye towards the 
ea, ſhe fees the ſhip, at mo great diſtance, dragging bei 
little veſſel after it; whereby ſhe plainly perceived that 25 
had loft her children as well as her husband ; and ſeeing 


| herſelf there poor and abandoned, nor expecting ever to 
meet with any of them again, ſhe fell down in a ſwoon 
upon the ſhore, calling upon her husband and her children. 
ether means to bring her ta herſelf; fo that her foirt | 

* e 55 : / wight 


2 {ft 


7 nnn * * od * f * 1 5 * 1 * : 
* 1 9 7 18 $ ö 0 n ” * * I ba”, 8 
N OE SEES. © hs Sf” = G * y RY » 
I * Ä : \ * * 
in 
F 


Novzl VI. Se SECOND DAT. 389 
might the more freely wander at their pleaſure; but When 
ſhe was a little recovered; then did her tears and lamenta- 
tions break out afreſh, whilſt ſhe calls out for her children, 
and runs to every cavern to find them; till perceiving at 
laſt that it was all to no purpoſe, and dark night drawing on, 
yet hoping ſtill, without knowing why, ſhe began then to 
take ſome care of herſelf, and leaving the ſea ſhore returns 
to the cave where ſhe was uſed to make her lamentation: 
She paſt that night not without infinite pain and grief; and 
day- light appearing, ſhe, who had eat nothing the evening 
before, being now pinched with hunger, fed upon the green 
herbs as well as ſhe could, ſadly reflecting on what (ould | 
become of her the reſt of her life: Whilſt ſhe was full of 
| theſe melancholly reflections, ſhe ſees a--goat enter into a 
cave near her, and after ſome little ſtay to came out again 
and go into the woods: Whereupon ſhe aroſe, and went in 
where ſhe ſaw the beaſt iſſue forth, and found two young 
kids, yeaned perhaps that very day, which the thought at 
that time the prettieſt things in the world; and having milk 
yet in her breaſts from her late delivery, ſhe takes them 
carefully, and applies them to her boſom, and they ſucked 
as naturally as if it had been their mother, and from that 
time made no diſtinction between one and the other: And 
thus the lady thinking that ſhe had now met with company. 
in this ſolitary place, feeding alſo on herbs, and drinking of 
water, and lz menting ber husband and children as often as 
The reflected on her paſt life, became at length diſpoſed to 
live aid die there, growing as familiar with the goat as 
if ſhe had been with her children. By this way of life be- 
coming almoſt wild, it happened, in ſome months, that 
a veſſel from Piſa arrived there by chance, and continued 
many days, on board of which was a gentleman called 
Conrado ie Maleſpin, with his moſt virtuous lady, who had 
deen upoñ a pilgrimage to viſit all the holy places in Apulia, 
and were now returning home; when to divert themſelves: 
they went on ſhore with their ſervants and ſome dogs, and 
being not far from the place where madam Beritela was, 
the dogs met with the two kids, who being now large 
ones, were feeding abroad, and as they were cloſely pur- 
ſued fled for refuge to her in the cave: She aroſe upon 
this, and petting a ſtick beat the dogs away; in the mean 
While Conrado and his lady, who were following the dogs 
cams upon her, and beholding her all ſwarthy, meagre, 
OUT In Ou — . 3 and 
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and hairy, were greatly. ſurprized, and ſhe much more witk 
them. And when by ber intreaties he had drawn his 
hounds back, they deſire ſhe would acquaint them who 
ſhe was, and what 52 did there: Whereupon ſhe related to 
them all that had happened to her, and her. reſolution to 
ſtay ; which when Conrads had underſtood f who knew her 
husband very well, he was moved with pity, and endea- 
vours by many arguments to draw her from her cruel de- 
fign, making an offer either to ſend. her home, or to keep 
Her at his own houſe in the ſame rank as if ſhe was his 
Liſter, where ſhe might wait for better times. When the 
would not comply with theſe kind propoſals, he left his wife 


with her, deſiring that ſhe would order victuals to be ö ing 
brought, and let her put on ſome of her cloaths becauſe her wt 
own were all ragged, and endeavour by all poſſible means | | ex 
to bring her away. The lady continuing with her, hav- ſib 
ing firſt ed th her misfortnnes, now the, victuals and | ho 

þ were brought, prevails upon her to cloath, herſelf, in 
and to eat; and after much intreaty, ſhe declaring that the gr 
would never go any more where ſhe was known, . perſuades ye 
her. to go with them to Lunigiana, together with the two A 
kids wk -ggat, which were now ccme back, ſhowing. a '6 
tokens of joy to her, to the great wonder of the lady. As fe 
ſoon as the weather was favourable, madam Beritola went _ 
board with Conrado and his lady, being followed by the 0 
goat and kids; and becauſe ſhe would be known by no body · 
elle, ſhe would be called by no other name than that of the tl 
Goatherdeſi, The wind was favourable, and ſoon. yes A 
them into the river Magra, where they got on ſhore, ang A 
went to their caſtle : There ſhe lived with Conrads's *\ 
in a widow's.dreſs like a waiting woman, behaving 2 2 1 
with all obedience and humility, taking care always of, and : 
nurſing her goats. Return we now to the pirates, who 0 
had ſeized upon the little barque at Pgnzg, which. brought 4 
: 


Betitala thither, and leaving hes there, as aaa not. "Fa 
ſeen by them, they carried the reſt of the e away ta 
Genoa, where when the hole came to be ink ided among 
the owners of the ſhip, it happened, that amongſt other i 
things the nurſe and two children fell to the — of one 
Caſparin: d Oria, who ſent them to his own houſe: to be 
kept as ſervants. The, nurſe was exceeding. ſorrowful at 
- the loſs of ber miſtreſs, and the low ſtate of life to which 
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a conſiderable time; but when ſhe ſaw that tears were of no 
effec, and that they were ſlaves wogetber, poor as ſhe was, 
yet was the wiſe and prudent, and having comforted her- 
ſelf in the beſt manner ſhe was able, and conſidering their 
condition, the believed that if they were known” it might 
turn to'their diſadvantage, and hoping beſides that their af- 


fairs might take a new. turn, and they regain their former 
condition, for this reaſon ſhe determines to diſcover their 


names to no body, unleſs ſhe ſaw a propet time for it; and 
ſhe tells every one that enquires about Cr they were 
her ſons, and the eldeſt ſhe calls not but Feannet = 
di Procida; as for the younger ſhe did not regard chang- 
ing his name; and ſhe tells Gyfred: over and over the reaſon 


hy ſhe had done fo, and to what dangers he would be 


3 ſhould he be known, which the child, who was ſen« 
ſibſe enough, carefully-obſeryed. They comtinged: in the 
| houſe of Gaſparino many years, poorly clad and worſe ſhod 3 
imployed in the moſt ſervile offices, which they bore with 
great patience: But Feannet' being got into his ſixteenth 
year, and having a ſpirit much beyond the condition of 
a ſervant, deſpiſing the meanneſs of his ſtation, he leaves 
FCaſparino, and goes on boarSithe ſhips which were — 
fort Alexandria, and travelling afterwards into diverſe pa 
could in no wiſe advance himſelf. In the end, — 
or four years aſter his departure from Gaſparino, being 
grown tall and comely in his perſon, and having underſtood 
that his father, whom . to have been dead was, yet 
alive, but kept in priſon by king Charles; deſpairing now 
altogether of his fortune, he wanders up and down as a 
vagahond till he came to Lunigiana, where by chance he 
became ſer vant to Conrad Maleſpini, and was much liked 
as ſuch, He ſeldom ſaw his mother, ſhe being commonly 
with” Conrade's wife, nor did he know her any more than 
| the him; fo much "had time altered both ſince they laſt 
law one Another. Living thus in the ſervice of Conrado, it 
happened that a daughter of his, whoſe name was Spina, 
being the widow of one Nicholas de Grignans, returned home 
to her father's, who being a very agreeable young lady, and 
only ſixteen years of age, ſoon caſt her eyes on — 
and he on her in ſuch a manner, that they became en- 
amouted of each other; which love of theirs was not long 
without tak ing effect, and was carried on many months be- 
fore it was diſcovered, * which reaſon growing too ſe- 


& cure, | 
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cure, they were now not ſo cautious as they ought to have 
been in ſuch an affair; and as they were walking one 
day into a pleaſant grove well planted with trees, leaving the 
reſt of their company behind, they two paſſed on before p 
and ſuppoſing that the others were far enough off, they 
made choice of a fine bed of flowers for their amorous 
amuſement. Dallying there too long (though the time 
ſeemed ſhort to them) they were ſurprized firſt by the mo- 
ther, and afterwards by Conrado himſelf, who being grieved 
beyond meaſure, ordered three of his fervants to ſeize, and 
carry. them bound to a certain caſtle of his, reſolving, out 
of his extreme rage and paſſion, to put them both to 2 
ſhameful death. The mother, though {ſhe was much 
; troubled, and thought her daughter worthy of puniſhment 
for the crime ſhe had committed, yet perceiving what 
Her husband's intention was, - ſhe could not bear that he 
ſhould proceed to ſuch extremities, and begs that he would 
not in his old age be ſo far hurried away with paſſion, as to 
murder his own daughter, and to ſtain his hands with the 
blood of a ſervant; but rather ſnew his reſentment in a dif- 
ferent manner, namely, by committing them to cloſe im- 
priſonment, there to pine and lament the folly they had 
committed. By theſe and other perſuaſions the good lady 
prevents his putting them to death; and he now gives 
orders to have them ſent to ſeparate priſons, - where they 
mould be well watched, and kept with little ſood and great 
Hardſhips, till he ſhould farther reſolve what to do with _ 
them. What their life now was in captivity and continual 
tears, with more faſting thaa was needful for them, any 
one may eaſily imagine. Jeauuot and Le Spina remaining 
In this comfortleſs condition, and a whole year being ſpent 
without Conrad#'s taking any farther notice of them, it hap- 
pened, that Peter king of Aragon, by the means of Jahn 
4 Procida, cauſes the iſland of Sicily to revolt, and gained 
it from king Charles, on which account Conrado, who was 
of the Ghibelline faction, made great rejoicings, which 
'Feannot being informed of by ſome of his keepers, fetched 
a deep ſigh, and faid : Alas! for theſe fourteen years have 
J been wandering thro! the world waiting only for this 
event: And now the thing is come to paſs, that I may be 
deſtitute of all hope, I am in priſon, from which J never 
expect to depart with life! And what, ſays the keeper, 4 
baſt thou to do with the affairs of princes ? Or what w 5 
CE | == _ 
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neſs haſt thou with Sicih? When he replied, My heart is 
ft to burſt, when T call to mind the rank my father held 
there; for tho I was but an infant when I fled from thenee, 
I can very well remember his being governor under king 
Manfredi. And who was thy father then? continues the 
keeper. My father, replies he, I may now ſafely diſcover, 
being that I now ſee myſelf out of all danger from fuch a 
diſcovery : His name was, and is ſtill, ff he be living, Hen 
riet Capece; and Þ am not Jeannot, but Gefredi; and 1 
make no doubt, if T was at liberty, but by returning to 
Sicily I might be ſure of a very good place. The honeſt man, 
without asking any more queſtions, reports all this as ſdon 
as he had an opportunity to Conrade, who ſeeming to 
the keeper to take no notice of it, goes diretly to 
madam Beritola, and enquires of her if ſhe had ever 42 
fon by Henriet, who was called Gefredi. The lady replies 
in tears, that if her eldeſt fon was living he was ſo 
called, and was now twenty two years of age. Conrads 
hearing this, immediately concludes it muſt be the Ame 
perfon, and if this ſhould prove fo, a method occurs how 
de might, at the fame time, ſhow mercy, and take away 
| his daughter's diſgrace, and that of his family, by giving 
her him to wife: Hereupon, calling Feammr fecretly before 
him, he examines him particularly of all his paſt life, and 
finding, by many manifeſt tokens, that he was truly 6 
fredi the fon of Hemiet Capece, he ſays thus to him - 
Feannet, thou knoweſt how great an injury thou haſt done 
me in the perſon of my daughter; for as I always treated 
thee well, thou oughteſt to have conſidered my honour and 
Intereſt in all things as became a ſervant: Many people 
there are, who had they been uſed by thee in like manner, 
would have put thee to an ignominious death, which my 
pity for thee would not permit. Wherefore ſeeing, as thou 
informeſt me, that thou art honourably deſcended” both by 
father and mother, I will put an end to thy trouble, if thou 
thyſelf art willing, and, releaſing thee from thy captivity, 
reſtore at once both thy honour and my own. Theu 
knoweſt that my daughter. La Spina whom (unhuckily"for 
hy both) I found in dalliance with thee, is a widow," and 
of a good fortune: Thou art no ftranger either to her 
temper or family; concerning thy own circumſtances at 
preſent 1 ſhall fay not a word. Therefore I am diſpoſed, 
if thou art ſo minded, that as thou haſt diſhonourably made 
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ber thy miſtreſs, thou: now make her honourably thy wife; 
and accepting thee for my ſon, I give you leave to remain 
wich me ſo long as you both pleaſe. Impriſonment had 
made great alteration in the perſon of Feannet 5 but the 
greatneſs of mind poſſeſſed by him from his birth was not 
at all impaired, any more than the affection he ſtill bore 
towards his miſtreſs: And though he moſt earneſtly deſired 
what Conrado had now fo frankly offered, and ſaw himſelf 
entirely in his power; yet could he no way diſſemble what 
his brave ſoul prompted him to ſpeak on this occaſion, and 
therefore he teplics in this manner: Sir, neither a deſire of 
power, a thirſt of wealth, nor any other motive could 
ever induce me to plot like a traitor againſt your life or 
eſtate. I have loyed yout daughter, do ſtill, and always ſhall 
love her, becauſe 1 hold her worthy of it: And if I have 
committed a crime; it is a crime inſeparable from youth 
Would people but once call to mind. that they hate beer 
young themſelves, and compare our offences With their own, 
thoſe offences would appear leſs grie vous? I have always 
wiſhed. for what you now offer, and ſhould have requeſted 
it long ſince, could I have thought it would have Been grants 
ed me; it is now the more pleaſing, as it was leſs expect - 
ed: But if you intend nothing of what you ſay; feed ine na 
longer with expectation, but rather ſend me back to my 
priſon, where uſe me as you pleaſe; I ſhall always love — 
honour you for her ſake. Conrado was aſtoniſhed at hear- 
ing this, and eſteeming him to be of a generous diſpoſition 
and fervent in his affection towards the lady, he valued 
him the more; wherefore he raiſed him up, and embraced 
him, and without more delay ſends for his daughter: (Her 
confinement had made her pale and meagre, and quite a 
_ different perſon to what ſhe uſed. to be ;) there by mutual 
conſent were the eſpouſals folemnized : And after ſome 
days, without any body's. knowing of what was done, hay- 
ing furniſhed them with every thing that was proper, and 
now thinking it a fit time to pleaſe the two mothers,” he 
call his own wife and the Goatherdeſs together, and to the 
latter he ſaid: What would you ſay. now, if L ſhould ſhow 
ou your eldeſt ſon married to one of my- daughters? 
When ſhe: replied, I can only fay this, that T ſhall think 
myſelf more obliged to you, if poſſible, than I am at pre- 
ſent,” as you will reſtore to me what is deater than my on 
life: And by doing it in that manner, you will in ſome mea- 
ſure recall all my loſt hopes; and with theſe words ſhe be- 
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gan to-weep, And to his wife he ſaid: And ES... 
think of it, if I ſhowy e ſon · in· W? Whether it be 


a gentleman or 2 


couple had recovered ſomething of their formen looks, and 


had. got ſuitable apparel, he one day asked Goffredi, if it 
— — add greatly. to his joy could he haue a fight of 
kis mother. I cannot believe, — * that her misfor- 


tunes have ſuffered. her to live ſo long; but if it ſhauld be 
fo, nothing could Be more deſirable; * by her. aſhftances 


1 might welk expect to recover my eſtate 19 Sichy. Cen- 


rado then ſent for both the ladies, 8 expreſs'd the utmoſt 


fatisſa tion at heholding the bride, wondering nevertheleſs 


what inſpiration had guided Conrado to this: extraordinary 
courteſy in marrying her to Fearnet.: Whilſt Beriula, con- 
fidering what ſhe had heard from Conrade, began to obſerve. 


him very attentively, and by an hidden virtue, which hac 
rouzed in her ſome remembrance of her ſon's features in 
his infancy, without. waiting for any other proofs the threw * 
ber arms about his neck, whilſt exceſs of maternal joy and 


N not ſuffer her to utter a word; but, as if they 


locked up all her ſenſes, ſhe ſwooned away in his arms, 
1 in amaze, as remembring to have ſeen her often in 


the caſtle without knowing her; yet now, by mere inſtinct 


of nature, immediately calls her to mind, and blaming 


himſelf for his long inſenſibility, embraces: her in a moſt 


tender and affectionate manner. Beritals had no ſooner re- 


covered her ſenſes hy the help of Cimrada's wife and daughs. 
ter, who adminiſtred cold water aud other neceflary helps 
for ſuch purpoſe, but ſſie fell on 
of her ſon, uſing many kind and tender expreffior 
maternal affection; he likewiſe expreſſing che ſame dutiful 
reverence. to her. Theſe affectionate greetings. were res 


peated over and over to the great joy of the beholders, whilſt 


they recounted to each other their ſeveral misfortunes : 
And Canrado having fignified to his friends, who were 


much rejoiced thereat, the new alliance made by him, 


and appointed a magnificent entertainment fuitable to 


the occaſion; GoffFedi one day addreſſes himſelf. to him 
in the following manner: Sir, yon have made me an 


happy man on many accounts, and treated my mother al- 


ways with the utmoſt reſpect ; wherefore that nothing may 


be lf undone which is in your power to do, I humbly 


nt, anſwered ſhe, if you like it, I 
mall be pleaſed. Well, replies Conrada, I hope in a fem 
days to make you-two-k women. So when the young 


e more to the embracing == 
:Mons: full f 


"IS 


96 Des ECOND DAT. Novrs VI. 


deg you would oblige my mother and imyſelf, and grace 
our entertainment with the 3 my brother, WhO 
now lives as a ſervant in the houſe of Signor Gaſparino 
4 Oria, who, as I told you before, took us as a privateer ; 
and at the ſame time, that you would alſo ſend a proper 
perſon to Sicily to learn the ſtate of the country, and to 


inform himſelf concerning my father, whether he be alive 


or dead. If he be alive, then to know fully in what ſtate 


or condition he is, and to come afterwards. to us, and give 


us an account. The motion made by G redi was ſo plea- 
fing to Conrado, that without more delay he ſends two diſ- 
 creet perſons, one to Genoa, and the other to Sicihy: He 
who went to Genoa, having met with Gaßparino, intreats 
him on the part of Conrado that he would ſend him the 


= Poor-expelled and his nurſe, relating every thing that Con- 


rads had done with regard to Goffredi and his mother; which 
when Gaſparin had heard he was greatly ſurpriſed, and he 
replied: True it is, that I am ready to oblige Signor Con- 
rado to the utmoſt of my power; 1 have had ſuch a boy 
as you ſpeak of, and his mother, about fourteen years; 
whom [I ſhall willingly fend him; but tell him from me 

not to be too haſty in giving credit to what. 2 
ſhall ſay (who now calls himſelf Gedi) becauſe he is a 
more wicked boy than he may imagine: Having ſaid this, 
and made the meſſenger welcome, he ſends privately for the 
nurſe, and queſtions her about the thing; who having heard 


of the rebellion in Sicihy, and «underſtanding that Henriet 


Was yet living, now laid all fear aſide, and told him every 
thing as it had happened, and the reaſon for her acting in 
the manner ſhe had done. Gaſparin finding the accounts 
Which the nurſe and meſſenger gave to be entirely the 
fame, began now to give credit to it: And inquiring more 
narrowly into all the circumſtances, as being a very cau- 


_  tious perſon, and finding them to fall exactly right, he grew - 


aſhamed of himſelf for his vile treatment of his captive, and 
to make him amends, as knowing of what ac:ount his fa- 
ther had been, and now was, he gave him his daughter in 
marriage, a beautiful young lady of about eleven years of 


age, and with a very large fortune, The time of feaſting 
being over, he went on board a galley well armed, . 


with him his ſon and daughter, with the meſſenger and 


nurſe, and arrives at Lerici, where he was received by Con- 
tod, and conducted from thence with all his attendants te 
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a caſtlie of his, which was at no great diſtance, /where a 
moſt noble banquet was prepared for them. Now con- 


cerning the joy of the mother in meeting again with her 


ſon 3 of the two brethren in ſeeing one another; and of 
all three, in beholding their faithful nurſe; concerning 
the ſatisfaction alſo which was manifeſted by all towards 
Gaſparin and his daughter, and by them again to the whole 
company, and by the whole company to Cmrado, his wife, 
children and friends: This was beyond expteſſing, and 
therefore I refer it to your more able imagination. And 
that it might be rendered ſtill more compleat, it pleaſed 
God, a moſt liberal giver, when he makes a beginning, to 
add the 2 news of the life and proſperity : of Henriet 
Capece: For even as they were feaſting, and the concourſe. 
great both of lords and ladies, it chanced, that the firſt. 
courſe was: ſearce ſet upon the table before the meſ- 
ſenger arrived, who had been diſpatched to Sicih, and 
brought an account, amongſt other things, concerning Hen- 
riet, that being cloſe confined by king Charles when the 
inſurrection firſt begun in the country, the people run to 
the priſon, and having ſlain the guards, they ſet him at li- 
berty, and appointed him their leader, as being Charles's 
principal enemy, and under his conduct they afterwards 
routed and flew many of the French; on which account 
he became a great favourite with king Peter, who had re- 
inſtated him in all his former poſſeſſions. Fhe meſſenger 
added hereunto, that he was received with the utmoſt joy 
by him for the moſt welcome news concerning his wife and 
fon, of whom he had not received the leaſt intelligence ſince 
he had been a priſoner ; -and that he had ſent a yatch to 
bring them back, which was now at hand, with a great 
number of gentry on board to bear them company, This 
was moſt welcome news; and Conrado immediately roſe 
with ſome of his friends, and went to meet the gentlemen 
and ladies, who were ſent to Berizola and Goffred:, and 
after giving them a moſt hearty welcome, he introduced 
them to the banquet, which was ſcarce | half over; there 
they were beheld by the lady and by Goffredi with ſuch 
joy, that the like was ſcarce ever known; and before they 
would fit down they paid their compliments on the part of 
| Henri, in the beſt manner they were able, both to Con- 
rado and his lady, for the honour conferred on his wife and 
fon, as well as upon * the offer of any thing 


i 
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that lay in his power for them to commafd. Turning alſo: 
to Gaſparin, whoſe kindneß came unlooket _ y uſſured: 
him that” as ſoon as Heuriet came to ; hethad- 
done for the Poor-expelied;' the like iacknow uid wad 
be made to him. After: which they fate: — 

with the new \married people. Nor was it that A df 
that Conrad feaſted his ſon-in-law with alk his relueions/ 


down: 


and friends, but he continued doing ſo fer r ill 2 


length they deſired to depart; and taking leave iin a moſt 
affectionate manner of Conrums and his | Kay; "ani allb of 

they went on ſhipboard together; namely; /Bore-" 
zela and the two new married couples, with their atten- 
dants; and the wind proving. fair, they ſoon got to gc, 
where they were received by Henriet with ineredible joy I 
and *tis reported they lived a long time together in che ut- 
moſt ies with Roo to heaven bor tbe men- 
cies TEGEn 57 ye” fi 5 517 ebwitit 59 01 
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he Sultan of Babylon heads yk of bis 1 17 
be married to the King of Algarve, who by "diverſe 
- accidents" in the ſpace of fou years' 25 to "the 
hands of nine tifferent nen in different Places, 


At length being reſtor'd to ber 4 Me. went-to 
the king of Algarve as 4 maid; aud, as a itt 
He was intended, to' be bis wife. 7 HA. et 


T= JE HE novel felated by | Emilia. did not Petr 
| N extend itſelf ſo far in 1 as ĩt mod com- 
"16 15 paſſion. in the hearts of the, youn! ladies, for tha 
ae accidents which had befallen Beil, that had 
L caus'd,, them all to weep: But it being , now; 

cd, the queen orders Fe to follow, who in. obe 

dience to her  cominands ſpoke in this manner. It is 
no eaſy matter for us, po”: gracidus ladies, to have a thorough, 
knowledge of every. 4598 we do: For * 1 ind that 
many, ſuppoſing if they were ich that they ſhou'd then; 
live ſecurely, and at caſe, not only offer up their prayers 
to God, but ſtudioully incur all Linde f e danger and fa», 
tigue to become ſo; which, when effected, has been the 
dccaſion of their loſing their ves by. the hands f ſuch 
people as have thirſted after their "wealth, Who before 

they had attain d to ſuch riches were their intire friends 3 
Others who from a low eſtate, have made their way it, 
a throne, amidſt a thouſand dangerousencounters, and-thro*. 
the blood of their brethren, and f riends, expecting to find 
ſupreme felicity therein, ha ve, beſides the infinite cares and 
anxieties which they have experienc d in that Ration, found 
to their coſt at ls. that . is often mingled in the. 
Eat H2 | golden 


100 The SECOND DAY. Nover VII. 
golden cups of princes. Man people there are, who covet 
ſome bodily aa op ec as ſtrength, beauty, &c. 
with which they who are - endowed, are taught, that 
death or a moſt calamitous life is often occaſion'd thereby. 
But becauſe I wou'd not ſpeak of all our, frail deſires, 

J dare affirm, that there is not c of them which we 
can fix upon with certainty of being happy by that 
choice; the ſafeſt work then is, to leave all .* good pro- 
vidunge of God, who beſt knows our wants, and is moſt 
able to ſupply them. Men offend in coveting many things; 
but you ladies ſin chiefly in one point, namely in deſiring 
of beauty ; inſomuch that not being ſatisfied with that 
ſhare of it, which nature has given you, you call in the 
 affiftance of art to improve it. It is upon this account that 
| I ſhall relate what happen'd to a beautiful Saracen lady, who 
in the ſpace of four years was married nine ſeveral times, 
and only for her beauty. 

It is now a long time ſince, there nd! a Tull of Ba- 
bylon, called Beminedab; who was fortunate in all his af- 
fairs, Amongſt other children both male and female, he had 
a daughter nam'd Alathzel, who, in_the opinion of all that 
faw her, was the faireſt lady in the whole world. And 
becauſe the king of Algarve had afforded him great aſſiſt- 
ance in a defeat given to a moſt numerous army of 
Arabian that had affaiPd him; and demanding her af- 
terwards in marriage, he conſented as a moſt ſpecial fa- 
vour : And providing a ſhip well equipp'd for the purpoſe, 
with all neceſſary proviſions, and ſending an honourable 
train both of lords and ladies to bear her company, he 
commends her to the protection of n Li takes his 
leave, The failors (as foon as a fit ty offer'd) 
hoiſted their fails, and leaving the port Lye thy ry 
proſperouſly many days; when having paſs d the iſland of 
Sardinia, and now ſeeming to be near the end of their 
voyage, on a ſudden contrary winds aroſe, which were 
fo boiſterous, and bore ſo hard upon the ſhip, that they 
often gave themſelves over for loſt. Nevertheleks, for two 
days together they tried all the means they cod deviſe, 
amidft -an infinite number of tempeſts, to weather it ur; 1 
but all to no purpoſe, for every blaſt was worſe than 
ether: And not being able to comprehend by marinal 
judgment where they were, or to ſee to any diſtance on 
count of the clouds and dark night being — om 
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from Majorca, they felt the ſhip ſplit; and perceiving 
hopes of cleaping, (every one caring for himſelf onl: 11 851 
threw a little boat into the ſea, repoſing more ende FE 
 fafety that way than by abiding any longer in the broken 
ſhip. The men therefore that were in the ſhip, went into 
it, one after another; altho* thoſe who were firſt down 
made ſtrong reſiſtance with their drawn weapons againſt # 
other followers ; and thinking to avoid death by the means, 
they run directiy into it: For the boat not being able to 
bear them all, ſunk ſtraight to the bottom, and the people 
therein all periſht. The ſhip being drove furiouſly by the 
winds, che it was burſt and half full of water, was at laſt 
ſtranded near the iſland of Majorca, no other perſon remains / 
ing therein, but the lady and her women, all Iyi Auf for dead, 
thro the terror occafion'd by the tempeſt : it ſtrück 
with ſuch violence, that it was fix'd upon the fand about 
a ſtone's throw from the ſhore ; where it continued all 
that night, the winds not being able to move it. When 
daylight appear'd, and the ſtorm was ſomething abated,” 
the lady almoſt dead lifts up her head, and began (weak 
as ſhe was) to call firſt one, and then another of ber fer- 
vants; but all to no purpoſe, for ſuch as ſhe call'd for. 
were far enough- from her : Wherefore having no anſwer, 
and ſeeing no one, ſhe wonder'd greatly thereat. * And 
raiſing herſelf up as well as ſhe cou d, ſhe beheld the 
ladies that were of her e and ſome other of her” 
women lying all about her; trying firſt to rouze one, 
and then another of them, he ſcarce found any that — 
the leaſt underſtanding left; ſo much had leknel and fear 
together affected them, which added greatly to her con- 
ſternation. Nevertheleſs, neceſſity conſtraining her (being 
that ſhe found herſelf alone, ſhe knew not where) ſhe ſhook 
thoſe that were living till ſhe made them get up, and per- 
_ ceiving that they were utterly ignorant of What was become 
of all the men, and ſeeing the ſhip drove upon the fande. 
and full of water, ſhe began with them to lament me 
3 And it was noon- day before they cou'd deſcry 
any perſon from on ſhore, or elſewhere to afford them the 
leaſt aſſiſtance. At length, about that time a gentleman, 
| Whoſe name was Pericon di Vizalge, paſſing that 
with many of his ſervants on horſeback, upon ſeeing” 
the ſhip,  imagin'd what the matter was, and imme- 
v__w” ſends one of them on board, to ſte what was 
BZ 9 
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remaining therein. The ſervant gets into the ſhip with 
ſame diffculty, and finds the lady with the. little company: | 
that was left her >; who had all hid themlelyes, thro” fear, 
under the deck of the ſhip. Sq ſoon, as they ſaw. him, 
they beg d for mercy; but not underſtanding, of each 
other, they endeayour'd by ſigns to inform him of their 
cou'd. to his maſter, of what he had ſeen; who order'd. 
the ladies, and every thing that was in the ſhip, of any 

value, to be brought on. ſhore, conducting them to ong 

of his, caſtles, where he endeavour'd to comfort them un 
der their misfortunes by his generous entertainment. By 
the richneſs of her dreſs, he ſuppos d her to be ſame per- 
ſon of great account; and which appear d morg plainly, 


3 OPT Oh oa, 


by the great reſpect that was pay'd to her by all the 
women: And altho' ſhe was pale and out of order, thro? 
the great fatigue ſhe had ſuſtained, | yet was he much 
taken with her beauty; and he  reſoly'd, if ſhe had no 
husband, to take her to wife; or, if he cau'd not have her 
as: ſuch, to keep her as an acquaintance. Pericon was 2a. 
man of ſtern looks, and rough in his perſon; and having 
treated the lady well for ſome time, by which means 
ſhe had recover d her beauty, he was griev'd that they 
edu d not underſtand. each other, and that he was unable. 
to learn who ſhe was; yet being paſſionately in love, 
he us d all the engaging arts he cou'd deviſe to bring her 
to 2, compliance,” but all to no purpoſe; ſhe refus d all 
familiarities with him, Which inflam'd him the more. 
This the lady perceiv d and finding after, ſome ſtay there. 
by the cuſtoms of the place, that ſhe was among chriſtians 3 
and where, if ſhe came to be known, it wou'd be of no 
great ſervice to her; ſuppoſing alſo, that, at the long run, 
Pericon wou'd gain his will, if not by fair means, yet bß7/ß 
farce; the reſolves, with a true greatneſs, of ſpirit, / to-tread 
| all misfortune under foot, commanding, her w omen, of 5 
whom ſhe had but three now alive, ne er to Miclole her: 


1 | ; | regaining their 


quality, unleſs there ſhou'd be hopes o 
liberty. ; recommending, it farther to them to maintain 
their chaſtity, and declaring her fixt reſolution, never to 
comply with any one beſides her husband ; for Which they 
all .commended her, promiſing to preſerve their heneur,; 
as the had commanded them. Every day did his paſſion 

mnucreaſe ſo much the more, as the thin deſir'q was more 
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| he 1 58 one night. an —— entertainment, at 
| — the eh Prcland, when, he gave it in charge to the 
ſervant. that Waited upon hers, FA ſerve her with ſever 
200 be mingled. 2 i which, he, accordingly did; 


ing eachery, and plead with 
rich Havour of 7 — wine, . drank " More, than ſuited 


wich her — and forgetting all her paſt troubles, 
came gay and merry; ſo that ſeeing ſome, women 


dance after; the Ader of Majorca, ſhe allo fell te dancing 
aſter the manner. of the Alexangrians ; 3. which when Pericor 


I he ſuppos d he ſhou'd ſoon gain hat he aim'd 


Al 55 and kept plying of: her; ſtill with more wine, on 


uing 58 reyelling the: greateſt part of the night. At 
| 5 when the gueſts departed, he Soes with, the lady 
1758 hex chamber, who Having at that time mom wine 
an modeſty, undreſſes herſelf. before him, (as if he had 

en one of her women) and gets into bed. He inſtant» 
If e havin * out the candles, where be had 3 
APA. of his paſſion, ſhe not offering the-leaft 

by if They afterwards; ited together without 
any yn i till at length fortune (unwilling that ſhe Who 
was to haye been the wife; of a king, ſhou d become tir 
miſtreſs of, a, nobleman) prepares for her a more barba- 
rous an cruel alliance. Pericox had a brother nyenty five 
years o r of of a maſt compleat perſon, ealld 9 
who, having ſeen 11 . and flattering himſelf ( ftom ber be? 
viour towards him) that he was not diſpleaſing to berg 
ſuppoſing alſo that TIO obſtructed. his happineſs, ſaving 


ne en Fa brother had over her; be contriwves 


| Mays cruel, Fla which was not long wirh- 

ou its, 1 — effect. There was by chance a ſhip in 

yen at, that time, laden with merchandiſe: bound 

- Clarence in Romania, of which two young Genogſe 

wer the e mzſtets, w. * lor 8 
ka "= M8 
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wind to go out: With them Marat makes a contract, 
to receive him with the lady the following night. When 
night came, having order'd how the thing ſhou'd be ma- 
nag d, he goes openly to the houſe, (no body having the 
Jeaſt miftruſt of him) taking with him ſome truſty friends, 
whom he had ſecur'd for that ſervice, and conceaFd them 
near the houſe : In the middle of the night therefore, he 
opens the door to them, and they flew Pericon, as he 
was aſleep in bed with the lady; feizing upon her, whom 
they found awake and in tears, and threatning to kill 
her if ſhe made the leaſt noiſe; They took alſo (every 
thing of value that belong'd to Pericon, with which Ma- 
rat and the lady went inftantly on board, whilft his com- 
panions return'd about their buſineſs. The wind proving 
fair, they ſoon ſet fail, whilſt the lady reflecting on both 
her misfortunes, ſeem'd to lay them much to heart for a 
time ; till being over perſuaded by Marat, fhe began to 
have the ſame affection for him, that ſhe had entertain d 
for his brother; when fortune, as if not content with 
_ - What ſhe had already ſuffered, prepares another change of 
life for her. Her perſon and behavieur were ſuch, as to 
enamour the two maſters. of the ſhip, who minded no 
other bufines but to ſerve and pleaſe her; taking care all 
the While, that Marat ſhou'd have no cauſe to fuſpeR 
it. And being appris d of each other's love, they had a 
conſultation together about it, when it was agreed to 
have her in common between them; as if love, like mer- 
chandiſe, admitted of partnerſhip ; and obſerving that ſhe 
was narrowly watch'd by Marat, and their deſign there- 
by fruſtrated, they took the opportunity one day, as the 
ſhip was under full - fail, and he ſtanding upon the ſtern 
looking towards the fea, to go behind and throw him 
over board; whilſt the ' ſhip had faild on a full mile be- 
fore it was known that he had fallen in: As foon as the 
lady heard of it, and ſaw no likely means of reco- 
vering bim again, ſhe fell into freſh troubles; when the 
two Jovers came quickly to comfort her, ufing many kind - 
and tender expreſſions, which fhe did not underſtand; tho? 
indeed ſhe did not then ſo much lament Marat, 2s 
her own private misfortunes. After ſome little time, 
imagining that ſhe was ſufficiently comforted, they fell 
into a difpute together which ſhou'd have the firſt en- 
Joyment of her; and from words they * 


r 


Rr = PO» I 
by vr UP SC VL "5 3 N 3 "* EY | þ * 
R ; 
: 7 ; 
0 * 
* 


Nover VII. We SECOND DAY. 165 
and came to blows (the ſhip's crew not being able to part 
them) when one ſoon fell down dead, the other being 

deſperately wounded ; which occafion'd freſh uneaſineſs 
to the lady, who now ſaw her elf leſt alone, without 
any one to adviſe and help her; ſhe was fearful alſo of 
the reſentment of the two maſters relations and friends; but 
the intreaties of the wounded ſurvivor, and their ſpeedy 
arrival at Clarence, ſavd her from the danger of death. 
She went on ſhore. with him there, and they continuet 
together at an inn; whilſt the fame of her beauty was 
ſpread all over the city, till it reach'd the ears of the 
prince of Morea, who was then by chance at Clarence. 
He was impatient to get a fight of her; and after he 
had ſeen her, was ſo charm'd, that he cou'd think of nothing 
elſe: And being told in what manner ſhe came thither, 
he began to contrive means how to obtain her; which 
when the man's relations underſtood they immediately ſent 
her to him; to her great joy, no leſs than the prince's, 
who now thought herſelf freed from all danger. The 
prince perceiving her rare accompliſhments, join'd to a 
matchleſs perſon, tho! he cou'd have no information 
concerning her, yet concluded, that ſhe muſt be nobly 
deſcended ; and ſuch was his fondneſs for her, that he 
treated her not as a miſtreſs but a wife. She now rrp 
7 


regard to what ſhe had already ſuffered, and being pretty 
well fatisfied with her preſent fituation, began to be eafy 
and chearful, whilſt her charms increaſed to that degree, 
that ſhe was the chief ſubject of diſcourſe throughout 
Romania, Hereupon the duke of Athens, a young and 
gay perſon, a relation alſo to the prince, had a mind to 

her; and came one day thither under pretence of 'a - 
viſit to him, as uſual, with a noble retinue, when he 
was handſomly entertained. And talking together, after 
ſome time, concerning the lady's. great beauty; the duk xk 
ask d, if ſhe was ſuch as fame had reported: to which the | 
prince replied, ſhe far exceeds it; but let your own eyes 
convince you, and not my bare aſſertion. The duke foliciting= 
the prince thereto very earneſtly, they went into her 
apartment together, when ſhe receiv'd them with great 
| good manners and chearfulneſs, being appris'd of their 
coming; and tho they cou'd not have the pleaſure of 
converfing together, as fhe underſtood little or nothing of 
their language; yet they look d upon her, the duke more 
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 gipcially, a8 a prodigy of nature, ſcarce, believing. hen to 
be 2, mortal creature z and without perceiving how much 

of the amorgus, poiſon he had taken in by intently, gazing 
Pon her, and meaning only to, gratify, himfelf With the 


- * 


80 ht of her, he ſoon 7 0 50 Fad. Ap np in love. 
lter they had parted from er, and he had time to re- 
flet, be began to think che prince che, happieſt prepare 
the univerſe, in being poſſeſſed of ſuch a beauty; and after 
much muſing MM having mare regard to his luſt 
than to his honour, he reſolves at all adventures to. dex 
priye him of. that bliſs, and to ſecure it for, himſelf :; And 
| 222) j6 heart to put what he had reſolv'd. in ſpeed; 
execution, ſetting all reaſon and juſtice. aſide, his mind 
was wholly: taken up in deviſing a fit ſtratagem for his 
| Purpoſe, One day therefore, according to a moſt wicked 
agreement which he had made with a valet de chambre 
longing to the prince, whoſe name was Curiaci, he gave 
" feeret orders to have his horſes. and things got ready. for 
_ a ſudden departure; and the following night, taking a friend 
with him, and being both compleatly arm'd, they were in- 
troduc'd by that ſervant into the prince's chamber, hom 
they found in his ſhirt looking out, of a window, towards = 
the ſea, to take the cool air, the, weather being very hot, 
whillt the lady was faſt aſſeep. Having then .inſtrudted 
Dis friend as to, what he wou'd have done; he goes iſoftly 
up to the window, and ſtabs him with a cen ch 
tze mall of his back, and 7 him out. Now. the 
Mace was ſeated upon the ſeg ſhore, and very lofty and 
the. window whereat the prince flood looking forth, .was 
gdireetly. over ſome houſes, which. the force of the Waves 
bad beaten. down, and which were but little frequented; 
on which account (as the duke had, before contri ed it) 
there was no great likelibood of its being diſcovered, ; The 
duke's companion, when he ſaw | that Was over, takes, a 
ſeeming as if he was going to. carels, Curiaci, | throws. it 
about his neck, and draus it fo ſtraight, that he prevented 
his crying out, whilſt the duke came to his afliftance, and 
they ſoon diſpatch'd, and threw him down after the prince. 
This being done, and plainly perceiving that they were 
not heard or. ſeen by the lady, or any one elſe; the duke 
took a light in his hand, and went on ſoftly to the be 


s : 
- 


* 2 » 2 
by 8 * — * 


Noyri VIE SECOND DAY; er 
her for ſome time ds the utmoſt admiration ; and if ſhe 
ppear'd ſo charming before in her.cloaths, what was ſhe 
| now. . them; Not at all diſmay'd, with bis ts 
committed ſin, his hands yet regking with blood; be 
creeps into bed to her, ſhe taking him all the while 
for the prince. After he had been with her for ſome 
time, he orders his people to. ſeize; ber in ſuch a manner, 
that ſhe cou'd make no outcty ; and going out at the 
fame back door thro* which he had been introduced, he 
ſets: her on horſeback, and carries her away towards Athen 
But as he was married, he did not chuſe to bring — 
thither, but left her at one of his country-ſeats a little wa 
out of town, . where he ſecretly; kept her, to her great rich 
allowing her, in a moſt genteel manner, every thing that 
was neceſſary. The prince's ſervants waited till nine of 
the clock that morning, expecting his riſing.z- but hearing 
nothing of him, and thruſting open the chamber , doors, 
which. were only clos'd, and finding no body within, 
they concluded that he and the lady were gone privately 
to ; Ti other place to divert . themſelves for a few days, 
and fo they thought. no more upon. the matter. The next 
day it happen'd, by great chance, that a fool going amongſt 
thoſe ruinous houſes where the dead bodies were lying, 
takes hold of the cord that was about Curiaci's neck, a0 
_ drags him along after him; which ſurpriz d man 
to whom he was known, who by fair words BOT 8 
erſuaſion preyail'd. upon. the fellow to ſhow them Where 
bad found him: And there, to the great grief of the 
whale city, they ſaw the prince's body. alſo, which 
aus d to be interred with all due pomp and reverence. 
NS afterwards who ſhou'd commit. ſo. horrid a decd; 
perceiving, that the duke of Athens was not to be 
und, but Was gone privately away ; they judg'd (as. it 
really was) that he had done it, and taken the lady with 
him. Immediately they elected the prince's Ol to. be 
their, ſovereign. inciting, him to revenge ſo horrid à fact, 
and promiſing to aſſiſt him to the. utmoſt of their power, 
Whg, being afterwards fully aſſur'd of the truth of what. 
they bad but before ſurmis 2 getting together all his xe. 
ee friends and vaſſals, and a powerful army, 
he directs his courſe, againſt. the ag N r Wöbo had no ſooner 
d of theſe preparations, but he alſo levied a great army, 
ml many Princes came to his relief; and amongſt the reſt 


Conflantius, 
1 
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 Conflantins, ſon to the emperor of Conſtantinople, and Ema- 
mel the nephew, attended by a goodly body of troops, wha 


were Kindly received by the duke, and the dutcheſs more 


eſpecially, being their fiſter-in-law. Things tending every 
day more than other to a war, the dutcheſs had them 
both one day into her chamber, when, with abundance of 
tears, the recounted to them the whole hiſtory and oc- 
cafion ' of the war, and the ill uſage ſhe had received 
from the duke on account of this woman, whom the 
imagined he kept privately ; ; and complaining very earneſtly 
to them, ſhe conjures them for his honour, and her own 


eaſe and comfort, that they would give her their beſt aſſiſt- 


ance. The two young lords knew all this matter before, 
_ and therefore, without asking many queſtions, they com- 
forted her as well as they could, and informing themſelves 
where the lady was kept, they took their leaves. Hearing 
much talk of her beauty, they became very deſirous of ſee- 
ing her, and intreated the duke to ſhew her to them; who! 
never remembering what had happened to the prince, pro- 


miſed to do ſo, and ordering a magnificent entertainment 


to be got ready in a pleaſant garden belonging to the pa- 
ace where the lady was kept, the next day he took them 
and ſome more friends to dine with her. Conffantius bei 
feated at the table, began, as one confounded with admira- 
tion, to obſerve her very nicely, declaring to himſelf that 
he had never ſeen any thing like her, and that the duke or 
any other perſon was excuſable, that, to poſſeſs fo rare a 
beauty, ſhould commit any at of baſenefs or treaſon : And 
boking ftill more and more upon her, and evermore com- 


mending her, it happened juſt to him as it had done to the 
duke ; for going away quite enamoured with her, he had 


en over all thoughts of the war, contriving only how to 
— her away from the duke, at the ſame time that he 
concealed his love to every one. Whilſt he was in this 
agitation, the time came that they were to march againſt the 


prince, who was now advancing near the duke's territories: 


Whereupon the duke, with Conffantius and the reſt, ac- 
cording to the reſolution that was taken, marched out of 
Atbent to ſecure the frontiers, and to prevent the prince's 
paſſing any farther. bin 7 there for ſome days, and 
Conflantins having ſtill the lady at heart, and concluding 


now the duke was abſent, that he might more cafily com- 
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3 came A chance to Smyrna, hearing how Conftanti 
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paſs his intent; wherefore, that there might be a pretence 


for his return, he feigns himſelf extremely ſick, | and, with - 


the duke's conſent, leaving the command of his troops to 
Emanuel, he goes back to Athens to his ſiſter, where, after 
ſdme days, having put her upon talking of: her husband's. 
baſeneſs in keeping a miſtreſs, he at lan faid, that if ſhe, 
would give her conſent he would rid her of that trouble, 
by removing the lady out of the way. The dutcheſs, ſup- 
poſing that this was ſpoke out of pure regard to her, and 
not to the lady, replied, That ſhe ſhould be very glad if it 
could be done in ſuch a manner that the duke ſhould never 
know that ſhe was any way acceſſary; which Conſlantius 
entirely promiſed, and the accordingly agreed for him to do 
it as he thought moſt adviſeabſe. He provides therefore, 
with all ſecrecy, a light veſſel, and ſends it one evening 
near to the garden where the lady was kept, having Gr 
informed ſome of his people, that were in it, what he would 
have them do; and taking others with him to the ho 
he was kindly received oY the ſervants in waiting png 
and by the lady alſo herſelf, who took a walk with him 
at his requeſt, attended by the ſervants belonging to them 
both, into the garden; when drawing her aſide towards a 
door which opened to the ſea, as if he had bufineſs to com- 
municate from the duke, on a ſignal given the bark was 
brought cloſe to the ſhore, and ſhe ſeized. upon and car- 
ried into it, whilſt he turning back to the people that were. 
with her, faid : Let no one ſtir, or ſpeak a word at the pe- 
ril of their lives; for my deſign is not to rob the duke of 
his lady, but to take away the reproach of my ſiſter. Where- 
to none being hardy enough to return an anſwer, Conflan- 
ius got ſtraightway into the veſſel, and bid the men ply their 
dars, and make the beſt of their way, which they accordingly. 
did, ſo that they reached Egina by the next morning. 
There they linded, and he W * himſelf awhile with ber 
who had great "rs to curſe her- beauty 3 from thence 
they went to Chios, where for fear. of his father, and to pre- 
vent her being taken away from him, he choſe to make hls, | 
abode as a place of ſecurity : And though ſhe ſeemed | 
for a time, yet ſhe ſoon got it over, as ſhe had done before, 
and became better reconciled to the ſtate of life wherei c 
bad fortune had thrown her. In the mean while Os 
king of the Turks, who had conſtant war with the empere 


_ live 
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lived alaſcivious life at Chios with a miſtreßd that he had 
Rollen, and no proviſion made for his ſafety; he goes pri- 
vately one night with ſome armed veſſels, and makes. a de- 
ſcent, furpriving”* many people in their beds before they 
knew of * NS upon them, and. killing all that ſtood 
upon their d e ; and after he had burnt and deſtroyed 
the whole c - he! puts the priſoners and booty which 
he had taken on dard, and returns to Smyrna, Upon tak- 
ing a view of the priſoners, Osbech,' who was a young 
man, faw this lady, and knowing that ſhe was Conftantius's 
miſtreſs, becauſe ſhe was found aſleep in his - bed; he was 
much pleaſed thereat, and took her for his own wife, and 
they lived together very happily for ſeveral months. Before 
this thing happened, t che emperor had been making of 4 
with Baſſaus king of Cappadicia, who was to fall on 
Ochech on one fide, whilſt he attacked him on the other; 
but they could not come to a full agreement, becauſe Baſe 
ano made a demand of ſome things which he: was unwilling” 
_ to — ; yet now hearing of what had befallen his fon, and 
in the utmoſt concern, he immediately cloſes witlt 
— Ho of Cappalocia, requeſting him to march with all 
expedition d Otbech, whilſt he Was preparing to ins 
vaude him on his part. When Osbech heard of this, — 1 
ſembled his army before he ſhould be ſurrounded by two 
fuch mighty princes, and marched on 0 meet the king of 
Cappadocia, leaving his lady behind with a faithful ſervant 
of his at Smyrna; 122 ſoon came to a battle, wheres 
in his army was entirely routed, and himſelf flain; Baſſana 
remaining victorious, proceeded on to Smyrna, the people 
making their ſubmiſſion to him all the way as he went. 
But now Oshech's ſervant, whoſe name was Antiochus, who 
dad the lady in charge, altho' he was in years, yet ſeeing 
her ſo beautiful, and forgetting the regard which was due 
t his lord, foon bers int love with her himſelf ; and as he 
underſtood her be. it was a great comfort to her, be- | 
_ cauſe ſhe had rced to live for ſome years like a 
deaf and dumb perſon, for want of underſtanding other 
people, or being © dick by them. This gave him 
great advantages, and whilſt his maſter was warring abroad, 
je-ſpared no pains to gain her conſent, in which he ſuc- 
ed: And when they underſtood that 'Osbech was flaing 
"that Baſſans carried all before him, without waiting 
Fe 2 upon them, they fled away privately, tak- 
; ing 


wh 


enn reg garage > 


Nbvzt VIE 23 SECONP PAT. 7 


ing With them what belonged to Oibech'of thy values l 
came to Rhod#s > They had not been there long beforg i 
was taken extremely i „ And having a merchant of Cyprtt 
With him, who' was his entire friend, and finding 
kimlelf at the point * of Beach, he rees 00 . 
me care of his lady and wealth Hkewife; and tailing thethy 
both co Him, he ſpoke às follows : I find myſelf to dene 
apace; vchich grievetif me much, becauſe T had never 
pleafur&in living than at preſent; vet one thing is a Ore: 
comfort” to nie, wit. that 1 ſhall die in the arms of thols 
two perſons. whom 1 love and value beyond all the reſt 
_ of the world; namely in yours, y deureſt friend, and im 
that lady's whom: 1 have „ever ſince I have knowẽ]ͤm 
her, more than my own life. T am uneafy indeed when E 
_ conſider” that T leave her here a ſtranger,” and deſtitute both 
of help and advice,” and ſhould be infinitely andre 6 if yo 
was not with us, who; T know, wilt take the fame care of 
her; on my account, 28 ou would of myſelf: Wherefort 
J intreat _ in caſe 1 uld die, to tale my affaits and 
Fer together, under your protection, and to act with e. 
gars ie both, as you think wilt be moff for the Comfort ef 
y departed foul. And you, my deareſt get et, let me 
of you. never- to forget me, that I ma boaſt in the 
ue by e Have been beloved by the faireſt lady dite 
ever nature formed; aſſure me of theſe two things, and 
-ſhall-ie ſatisfied- The merchant and lady were both 
much concerned, and! promiſed to fulfil: bis-defirgs if be 
ſhould Chance t de; and foon after wards lie depaſted = 
life; When they took Care to have him decertiy interred g 
which being done, and the merchant having dpatchied - 
bis"afaits; 400 Wafkting 80 return home in 4 Catalan ſhip 
that Wäs chere, moved che lady to know what ſhe intended 
to do, detauſe it became neceſſary for him to go back to 
pris: She made anfwer, that ſhe was willing to go 
him, hoping that for the love he bore roy 2 friend, 7 
that he would regard ber as 3 3 g 
That he was ready to oblige her in had 
be might the better defend her from all ne * 
till they came to Cyprus, ſhe ſhould rather call herſelf Hig 
wiſe,” Being on board the ſhip' they had a cabin and” oe 
little bed allotted them, 5 to the account tł 
given of theimſelves; by which means that thing ol 
23 Which neither of them intended when 


they 
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hey came from Rhades ; namely, to forget all the fine pro- 
miſes they had made to Antiachus; and before they reached 


Baß, where the Cyprian merchant dwelt, they began to 
conſider phony as man and 5 . à certain 
gentleman happened to arrive at Bafa about that time, 
— his. own private affairs, whoſe name was Antigonus, one 
advanced. in years, and of more underſtanding than 
wealth; for by meddling much in the affairs of the king of 
Cyprus, he had found fortune very unkind to him, who 


paſling one day by the houſe where ſhe lodged, the mer- 
chant being gone about his buſineſs to Armenia, and ſeeing 


ber by chance at the window, he took more than ordinary 
notice of her on account of her beauty; till at length he 
began to recollect that he had ſeen her ſomewhere before, 


g been the ſport of fortune, the time now drawing near 
when her ſorrows were to have an end, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
| {{ntigonus, remembered that ſhe had ſeen him in no mean ſta- 
tion in her father's ſervice at Alexandria. And having now 
great hopes of regaining her former dignity by his advice 
and aſſiſtance, ſhe took the opportunity of the merchant's 
abſence to ſend for him: Being come to her, ſhe modeſtly 
asks him, if he. was not Antigonus of - Famagofla, as ſhe 
really believed? He made anſwer, that he was, and added, 

Madam, I am convinced, that I know you, but I cannot 
_ Gall to mind where it is that I have ſeen you: Wherefore, 
if it be no. offence, let me intreat you to tell me who you 
are. The lady perceiving m to be the ſame perſon, wept 
very much, and. throwing her arms about his neck, asked 


him at laſt, as ane confounded. with ſurprize, if he had 


never ſeeen her at Alexandria? When he immediately knew 
her to be Alathiel the Sultan's daughter, whom they ſup- 
poſed to have been drowned ; and being about to pay ho- 
mage to her, ſhe would not ſuffer. him to do it, but made him 
tit down: He then in a moſt humble manner demanded. of 
Her where ſhe had been, and from whence ſhe now came? 
becauſe for ſome years. it was believed, through all Egypr, 
that ſhe was drowned, When ſhe replied, I had much 
Tather it had e ſo, than to have led ſuch a life as I 
have done; and I believe my father, if he knew it, would 

vi the ſame thing. With theſe words the tears. run 
down. her cheeks in great abundance :. And he replied, Ma- 


1 


Mad 


1 by no means remember where. She alſo, who had 


dam, do not afflict yourſelf before it is neceſſary to do fo; 
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tell nie only what has happened to you; perhaps it may be 
of ſuch a nature, that by the help po: God we may God a 
remedy. Antigonus / replied the fair lady, methinks When 
I fee you, that I behold my father : mov'd therefore with 
the like duty and tenderneſs that T owe to him, I ſhalt 
reveal to you what I might have kept ſecret There 
are few perſons that I ſhould deſire to meet with ſooner. 
than your ſelf to adyiſe me: If therefore when you have 
heard my whole ſtory, you think there is any probability 
of reſtoring me to my former dignity, I muſt beg your 
aſſiſtance: If you think there is none, then I conjure yu 
to tell no perſon living that you have either ſeen” or 
heard any thing about me. After which { ſhedding abun- 
dance of tears during the whole relation) ſhie gave à full 
account of what had befallen her, from the time of her 
ſhipwrack to that very hour. Antigonus Thow'd himſelf 
truly concern'd at what he bad heard and (thinking ſome 
little time about it) he ſaid to her: Madani, ſince it has 
never been known in all your misfortunes who you Was, 
I will reſtore you to your father, to whom you « ſhall be 
more dear than ever; and afterwards you ſhall he married 
to the king of Algarve. And ſhe demanding of him how 
it could be brought about? He let her know in what man- 
ner he intended to do it. And therefore that no delay 
might intervene to prevent it, he return'd direct. y to Fa- 
magoſta, and waiting upon the king, he ſpake thus to 
bim: My liege, you may (if you pleaſe) do great honour 
to yourſelf, and ſervice to me, who am impoveriſh'd'on 
your account, and without any expence. | The king de- 
mee how, Antigomis thus anſwer d: A youn g lady 
is juſt come to Baffa, daughter to the Sultan, who 
was generally thought to have been drowned, and who, 
to preſerve her honour, hath undergone great calamities; 
and is now reduced, and deſirous of returning to her 
father : If therefore you will be ſo good to fend her 
home under my conduct, it will be great honour to 
you, and redound much to my advantage, nor ean the Sultan 
ever forget the fayour. The king, moved by a truly 
royal ſpirit, made anſwer, That he was much pleas'd with- 
the propoſal, and immediately ſent in great tate for her 
to ' Famagofia, where ſhe was receiv'd with all honour and 
reſpect, both by bim and the queen; and being queſtion'd 
by * mn her „* ſhe made ſuch anſrvers; "Of 
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as ſhe had been before taught by Antigonus: So in a few 
days afterwards, at her own requeſt, ſhe was ſent with 
a great retinue both of lords and ladies, and conducted 
all che way by Antigonus to the Sultan's eourt ; where 
with what joy they were all receiv'd, it is needleſs here 
to mention. When they had reſted a while after their 
journey, the Sultan became deſirous to know, bow it 
happened that ſhe was now living, and where ſhe had 
been all this time, without his being ever able to hear 
a word about her. When ſhe, who had all Autigonus 8 
lectures perfectly by heart, gave her father the following 
narratian : Sir, about twenty days after my departure from 
you, our ſhip was ſplit in the night by a violent tem- 
peſt, and drove on the weſtern coaſts ; nor did I ever learn 
what hefe] the men that were in it: I only remember 
this; that when day-light appear'd, and I ſeem'd reco- 
ver'd as it were from death to life, certain peaſants 
of the country ſpying the ſhip's wreck, came to plunder 
it; whilſt I with two of my women were carried firſt 
on ſhore, who were immediately bore away by ſome young 
fellows, and taken different ways, ſo that I cou'd never 
learn what became of either of them. I alſo was ſeiz'd by two 
of them, making the beſt defence I could; and as they were 
dragging. me towards a wood by the hair of the head, four 
perſons on horſeback came riding by, when they imme- 
diately left me and fled, But the gentlemen 'on. horſeback 
(who ſeem'd to me to bear ſome authority) came to me, 
and we ſpoke to each other without knowing what either 
of us ſaid. At laſt, after conferring together, they ſet me upon 
one of their horſes, and carried me to a monaſtery of 
religious women according to their laws, where I was 
receivd with great honour and reſpect. And after I 


had been there for ſome time, and learnt a little of their 


language, they began to enquire of me who I was, and 


from whence I came; whilſt I (fearful of telling the truth, 


leſt they ſhould have turn'd me out as an enemy to 
their religion). made them believe, that I was daughter 
to a gentleman of Cyprus, who ſending me to. be married 
% one of Crete, we happen'd to be drove thither by 
ill weather and ſhip-wreckt. And conforming to their 


cuſtoms in many things, for fear of the woeſt, I was. 


ask'd at length by the chief among them, whom they 
call lady bbs, if I deſir d to return to Cyprus? and I 


anſwer' d, 
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anſwer' d, that I deſir'd nothing more. But fhe {tender 
of my | honour) wou'd never truſt me with any perſons 
that were going to Cyprus, till about two. months ago, 
certain French gentlemen with their ladies came this way, 
one of whom was related to the Abbe/s ; who underſtanding 
that they were going to viſit the holy ſepulchre at Je- 
ruſalem, where he whom they believe to be God was 
buried, after he had been. put to death by the Zews 
recommends ''me to them, and deſires that they «wo 
deliver me to my father at Cyprus, What reſpect and 
Civilities I received both from the gentlemen and their la- 
dies would be needleſs to mention. Accordingly we went 
on ſhip-board and came in a few. days to Ibis 
when I aw my ſelf artiv'd,. a ſtranger to every perſon, 
nor knowing what to ſay to theſe gentlemen, wio were 
to preſent me to my father; behold (by the great provi- 
dence of God) whom ſhould I meet with upon the ſhore, 
but Antigonus, the very moment we were landed; whom. 
I called to in our own language (that none of them might un- 
derſtand us) and defired him to own. me as his daughter. 
He eaſily underſtood my meaning, and ſhowing great 
tokens of joy, entertained them as well as his narrow 
_ circumſtances would allow, and brought me to the king 
of Cyprus, who received and ſent me hither with ſuch 
marks of reſpect as I am no way able to relate: If there 
be any thing omitted in this relation, Antigonus, who hath 
often heard the whole from me, will report it. Autigonus 
then turning to the Sultan, faid, My lord, according both 
to her own account, and the information of the gentlemen 
and their wives, ſhe has ſaid nothing but truth. One 
part only ſhe has omitted, as not ſuiting with her great 
modeſty to report, namely, what the gentlemen and their 
ladies, told me, of the moſt virtuous life that ſhe led 
amongſt thoſe religious women, and their great concern 
at parting; which, if I were fully to recount to yau, 
would take me up both this day and night too, Let 
it ſuffice then that I have ſaid enough (according to 
what I could both hear and ſee) to convince you, that 
you have the faireſt as well as the moſt virtuous daugh- 
der of any prince in the world. The Sultan was over- 
joyed with this relation; degging over and over, that God 
would pour down his bleflings on all who had ſhow'd 
favqur ta his daughter ; and —— the king of . 
| "M0 W 
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who had fent ber home fo reſpectfully; and having be- 
ſtow'd great gifts upon Antigonus, he gave him leave te 
return to Cyprus; ſending letters, as alſo a ſpecial ambaſſa- 
dor to the king, to thank him on her account. And 
now deſiring that what he had formerly propoſed ſhould 


take effect; namely, that fhe fhould be married to the 


King of Agarve; he wrote to give him a full account 
of the whole matter; adding, that he ſhould ſend for 
her, if he defir'd the match to proceed. The- king was 
much leaſed with the news, and ſent in great ſtate and 


received her as his queen: Whilſt ſhe, who had paſſed 


thro' the hands of eight men, and had to do with them 

all, now came to him as a pure virgin; and ſhe lived 
ily with him the reſt of their lives: which gave OC- 

cafion to the following ſaying : That the lips well kiſs'd, 

& are attended with no ill fortune; but appear with ben 

_— * luſtre rather, like the CREE. moon. 


— 4 


A 


| * 
® 4 ; 
* of - a 9 , p g . * x ba 5 | 8 
. 1 r d 5 a 1 1 22 8 8 
Fr 5 N 4 g 1 7 ; 2 OBE 5 
IE: * RES 0 F „ * r 1 f 8 E 
0 - * 8 p 4 0 N 5 - | 1 
: "PHE * 9 * 1 4 5 N 11 in 6h i” 4 n | 85 | , 


n 


N 
joe fl : + avs -f 
- : 
e 4 F 
4 3 4% > 4 


a." A, 
* 
; 
8 


Fi Ve Fa 4. 
"PS Z% Ve 8 IS We 


n, Q 


8 2 


The s E 0 0 N D 5 AY Wo 


I Hos hs #3 4 & x 4 
* wt : : F; ** 
— — 4 7 4 


Te count "LA * fally accuſed was as 
cout of France, and left his two children in dif- 
ferent parts England: ' Returning” afterwards 
' . privately out of Ireland, he found them ſettled in 
__ great. repute : : From. thence. 20 goes as 4 common 
_ ſervant into the king 0 1 France's army, and Bis in- 
nocency being made public lick at «. Za Was. e. ts. 
W e dignity. - uy reel l = 
HE ladies gabel very  nivch aphet bend the 
various accidents that had befallen the fair 
nady; but who can ſay what it was that gave 
o occaſion to thoſe ſighs? Perhaps there were 
9 ſome ladies preſent, WhO ſighed more becauſe 
they had not been ſo often married as the, than out of any 
pity for the poor woman. But be that as it will, having 
laughed much at Pamphilus's laſt words, and the queen per- 
ceiving the ſtory to be now at an end, laid her next charge 
upon Ela, who began in this manner: We have choſe 
a moſt ſpacious field for the. ſubject of this day; nor” is 
there a perſon among us who could not run ten rings 48 
well as one; ſo copious are the great and wonderful 
changes of fortune ! And therefore amongſt ſuch an infi- 
nity of things, as I am to recount one, let it be as fol- 
lows ; namely, that when the Roman empire was tranſlated 
from the French to the Germans, an utter enmity and con- 
tinued war aroſe between the two nations: Wherefote the 
king of Nance and his ſon, as well for the defence of their 
own kingdom, as the annoyance of their adverſaries, raiſed 
a great and In. ary. Dow gry of all their . | 
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and allies, beſides the ferce of their own kingdom, to go 
againſt the enemy. But before they ſet out upon their ex- 
pedition, they choſe not to leave the ſtate without a gover- 
nor; and knowing Gualtier count & Augiers to be à wiſe 
and worthy perſon, and one entirely devoted to their in- 
tereſts, and alſo expert in military affairs, altho he ſeemed 


rather deſigned for a life of eaſe and inactivſty than mar- 


tial toils, they made him vice · roy during their abſence, 
and then fet forwards on their expedition. The count be- 


gan to execute his office with all due conduct and diſcre- 
tion, conferring on all occaſions with the queen and her 
daughter · in- law, and honouring them as his miſtreſſes and 
fuperiors, altho” they were left ſubject to his guidance and 
authority. Now he bad a very graceful: perfon, was 


about forty years of age, and as good natured and agreeable | 


as mag could be; nor could the world ſhow. a more com- 
pleat gentleman in all reſpects than himfelf, Whilſt the 
Eing therefore and his ſon were employed in the above- 
mentioned war, it happened, that Gualtier”s lady dying, and 


leaving him two children, a boy and a girl; and he be- 


ing much at the ladies court, conſulting with them on the 
affairs of the kingdom, that the king's ſon's wife caſt her 
eyes upon him, and in regard both to his perſon and vir- 
- tue became ſecretly in love. And conſidering herſelf” to 

be young, and he now a widower, ſhe concluded that her 
deſires would be the more readily gratified, and that nothing 
obſtructed ĩt but the ſhame of making the diſcovery, which 

the ſoon eaſt behind her. And being one day alone, and 
thinking it a fit opportunity, ſhe ſends for 5 under the 
prentence of other buſineſs. The count, whoſe thoughts 
were quite different, came immediately to her, and ſitting 
down together upon a couch, he demanded. the reaſon of 


her fending for him at that time; ſhe after ſome : ſilence, | 


incited at length by her paſſion, trembling alſo, and bluſh- 
ing with extreme me, with woxds broken and confuſed 
ſhe declared her mind in this manner: My dear lord and 


friend, it cannot have eſcaped your moſt acute judgment, 


how great the frailty is of both the lexcs, and, for divers rea- 
_ fons, of one more than the other: Therefore the very 

ſame offence, before an equitable judge, will be differently 
puniſhed according to the different quality of the offenders. 


Beſides, who will not ſay that a poor man or woman, who 


have no other — but what *. earn by * 


ur, 


Z ˙ w Äö 6... 2005 


ö 9 * 
* 


Novzi VIII. De SECOND DAT. 119 
labour, are not more blameable, ſhould they be ſeduced and 
carried away by love, than a lady of wealth and leiſure, 
who has nothing to think of but how to divert and pleaſe 
herſelf? Every one muſt allow eit: This will be a ſufficient 
excuſe therefore, in ſuch'a caſe, for a lady who gives way 
to ſuch a paſſion, ſuppoſing her, at the ſame time, to make 
choice of a wiſe and worthy perſon on whom ſhe fixes her 
affection. Theſe circumſtances thus concurring in myſelf, 
not to mention my youth, and the abſence of my husband, 
plead ſtrongly in my behalf, and if they have their gue 
weight with you, I may expect that you will afford me 
that advice and aſſiſtance which I now require from you. 
I muſt confeſs, that not being able on account of my huſ- 
| band's diſtance from me to reſiſt my moſt earneſt deſires, 
living alſo a life of eaſe and indolence, as you ſee, I have 
ſuffered myſelf to be quite led aſide by them; which tho 
it would redound but little to my credit ſhould it be known, 
yet ſo long as it is a ſecret between us, there can be no room 
for reproach. And let me tell you, that love has been ſo 
gracious to me, that far from taking away my underſtand - 
ing, it has rather enlightened it, by preſenting you to 
me as an object worthy ef my affection, and whom I 
eſteem as the moſt accompliſhed - nobleman this day in 
France, and one at preſent without a wife, as I am an 
husband: Wherefore I -intreat you, by the tender regard I 
have for you, that you would vouchſafe to ſhow the ſame to- 
wards me, and pity my youth, which conſumes for your 
ſake, even as ice melts at the fire. At theſe words the 
tears poured down her cheeks ſo faſt, that ſhe was pre- 
vented from faying any thing farther ; wherefore hanging 
down her head, and overcome as it were with her lamens 
tation, ſhe reclines at length upon his boſom, The count 
being a perſon of the ſtricteſt honour, began to reprimand 
her fond and idle love; and when ſhe would have thrown 
her arms around his neck, to caſt her from him, proteſt» 
ing that he would be cut in pieces before he would ſo wrong 
his lord and maſter himſelf, or ſuffer others to do it. 
Which when the lady had heard, forgetting the love ſhe 
had for him, in a moſt. vehement rage, ſhe ſaid: Villain, 
as thou art, and ſhall my requeſt be deſpiſed by thee in this 

manner? As thou deſireſt to make me ſuffer, know that 
I will either make thee die, or leave thy country, And 
with theſe words, tearing all Wr oloaths, ſhe cried 
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out moſt violently, Help! help! the count d Angiers is 
about to offer violence. He ſeeing this, and fearing more 
from the envy of the court than his own conſcience, ſuppoſ- 
ing alſo that more credit would be given to her wicked 
than his innocence, got out of the chamber as faſt as 
he could. and fled to his own houſe, when without more 
to do he ſet! his children on horſeback, and made the beſt 
of his way to Calais. Upon the clamour of the lady many 
flocked thither, who ſeeing her in that condition, and hear- 
ing the cauſe of her outcry,. not only believed what ſhe 
told them, but concluded, that the count's genteel beha- 
viour and affiduity at court was only to effect this thing; 
they ran therefore in the utmoſt fury to his houſe to have 
ſeized him, and not finding him there they ftrip'd it of 
every. thing of value, and pulled it down to the . 
This diſagreeable news ſoon reached the ears of the king 
and prince in the camp, who being greatly diſturbed there · 
at, ſentenced him and all his deſcendants to perpetual ba- 
niſhment, offering a great reward to that perſon who 
ſhould bring him either dead or alive. The count, un- 
eaſy in that by his flight he had incurred the imputation 
of Oh. Ly at Calais with his children, without mak- 
ing himſelf known to any perſon ; from whence he goes 
dire@ly for England, and comes to London in mean apparel, 
having by the way taught his children theſe two' things, 
namely, to bear their misfortunes -patiently, whereto for- 
tune had reduced them without any fault of theirs :- And in 
the ſecond place, to be exceeding; cautious' never to reveal 
from whence they came, or whom they belonged to, if 
k they had the leaſt regard for his life. His ſon named 
Lewis was about nine years of age, and his daughter Violante 
ſeven; and they both attended more to their father's admo- 
nition than could have been expected from their youth, as 
will appear by the ſequel. For their greater ſecurity he 
thought it beſt to change their names, he calls the boy 
therefore Perrot, and the girl Janet, and they went like com- 
mon French beggars about the city to ask charity. Now 
it came to paſs, that as they were waiting at a church door 
one morning, a certain great lady, who was wife to one 
of the King s principal officers of ſtate, caſt her eyes upon 
them, and asked him where they came from? and if 
thoſe were his children? When he replied, That he came 
| __ . and that che misbehaviour of his eldeſt = 1 
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who proved a very unhappy young man, had obliged hin 
to 1 his e | Ad two other children. The 
lady, who was of a compaſſionate temper, was pleaſed 
with the looks of the girl, and ſaid to him, Honeſt man, 
if thou be content to leave thy daughter with me, I like 
her countenance ſo much, that I would willingly tale her ; 
and if ſhe. proves well, I will in due time provide her an 
husband, fo that ſhe ſhall live comfortably all her life. He 
was rejoiced at the offer, and with tears in his eyes reſigns 
the child up to the lady, recommending; her to her in a 
moſt affectionate manner. Thus having diſpoſed. of his 
daughter, and well knowing to whom, he reſolves to ſtay 
there no longer, and going croſs the iſland begging all the 
way, and his ſon along with him, not without the utmoſt 
fatigue, as one not uſed to travel on foot, he came at length 
into Wales, where dwelt another great lord, an officer alſo 
and ſervant of the king, to whoſe palace, which afforded 
relief to all, they repaired: for ſupport : There it happened, 
that the lord's ſon and ſome other young noblemen were 
diverting themſelves with running, leaping, and ſome other 
youthful exerciſes; and Perrot making one among them, 
out · did them all in every one. Which when the nobleman 
perceived, he was mightily pleaſed with him, and enquired 
who he belonged to? And it being told him that he was a 
poor man's ſon, who came there to beg alms, the lord de- 
fired that he would give him to him. The chunt, who de- 
fired nothing ſo much, freely conſented, tho? their parting 
Was a little grievous; and having now provided for both 
his children, he determines to ſtay no longer in England, 
but as ſoon as he had an opportunity he paſſes into re- 
land, and came to Stanford, where he hires himſelf to a 
certain knight, who belonged to the retinue of an earl in 
that county, and did the duty of a common ſervant for 
many years. In the mean time, Violante, now called a- 
net, Who continued with the lady at London, increaſed in 
beauty, and every other accompliſhment, as well as in ſta- 
ture; inſomuch that ſhe became the delight both of the 
lord and lady, as well as of every one that knew her; 
whilſt the lady, who had no other notion of her q | 
than what ſhe had received from herſelf, was thinking of 
marrying her according. to her ſuppoſed rank; when it 
pleaſed God, the. * rewarder of people's merits, ſeeing. 
that ſhe. was nobly born, and puniſhed only for other 
people's wickedneſs, to order it otherwiſe, The lady had 
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an only ſon by her lord, of whom they were both en- 
tixely fond, and deſervedly ſo on account of his excellent 
diſpoſition and character; who being about fix years older 
than Janet, and beholding her extraordinary beauty and 

| merit, was ſo much in love, that he had regard to no other 
* woman: But ſuppoſing withal that ſne was of low extract, 
be was afraid to demand her of his father and mother, and 

ſor fear of being reprimanded for placing his affections ſo 

low, be kept it ſmothered in his breaſt; for which reaſon 

it preyed more upon him than if be had divulged it, till 

at length he fell into a grievous fit of ſickneſs, Hereupon 
ſeveral phyſicians were ſent for, who had regard to one 

_ ſymptom after anather, till, not being able to make out 
What his diſorder was, they gave him over. This was 
the-utmoſt aflition both to his father and mother, who 


malady; to which he either made no anſwer but YM ſighs, 
ow one 


ſome time upon it, to ſee how long that difference would 
laſt. As ſhe went out of the room again it abated ; 
wherefore thinking that he had now found out in ſome 
meaſure what the diſorder was, ſeeming alſo as if he wanted 
to ſpeak to Janet upon ſome other account, and ſtill holding 
him by the hand, he had her called back: She returned in- 
ſtantly, when the. pulſe beat as before, which ceaſed at her 
departure, The phyſician, now fully ſatisfied, got up; and 
taking the father and mother apart, he ſpoke in this man- 
ner to them: The welfare of your fon is not in the power 
of the phyſicians, but it lies in the hands of Janet, whom 
I ind, by certain tokens, that he is deſperately in love 
with; although, by what I can perceive, ſhe knows no- 
thing of it. You ſee now what you have to do, if you va- 
lue his life. The lord and lady were well enough pleaſed to 
hear there was one way to ſa ve their ſon's life, tho the fear of. 
beingobliged to do what they moſtdreaded gave them concern; 


namely, 
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namely, their _—_— her to him: Wherefore after 
the phyſician was rted they went together to their 
ſon, when the lady aid to bin as follows: I could never 
have believed, my dear, that you would have concealed any 
of your wants from me, eſpecially fince your not bein 
gratified in that reſpect has been attended with ſuch ev: 
conſequences ; for you might have been confident, as you 4 
may ftill, that there is nothing which' T would not do for 
your eaſe and welfare, as much as for my own. But ſince 
ou have done ſo, God has been more merciful to you, 
than you would be to yourſelf; for I now know that it is 
all occafioned by love, whoever the perſon is: And why - ' 
ſhould you have been aſhamed to tell me? tis natural to 
one of your age; and was you to have no taſte that way, 
I ſhould think you of little worth: Wherefore'lay rouy 
open to me, and caſt away from you all that drooping 
melancholy, which has brought this diſorder upon r. 
aſſuring yourſelf, that there is nothing you can deſire of me, 
for your own ſatisfaction, wherein J ſhall not gratify you to 
the utmoſt of my ability, ſeeing that I tove you as dearly 
as my own life, Away then with this bathfulnels, and 
tell me plainly if 1 can be of ſervice with regard t this 
love of yours; and if you find me not in carneft, then 
believe me to be the crueleſt of mothers. The young gen- 
tleman changed colour at hearing theſe words; but con- 
f ſidering afterwards that none could ſooner ſerve him than 
his mother, he ſaid, without the leaſt referve;' to this effeck: 
Madam, nothing has made me keep my love a ſecret fo 
much, as what I have obſerved in many people when they 
oy into years ; namely, that they ebe their having ever 
been young: But now T find you are conſiderate in that 
point, I ſhall not only confeſs your ſuſpicion to be true; 
but will alſo name the perſon to you, provided you will, ac- 
cording to promiſe, uſe your beſt endeayours in my behalf; 
and by that means you may ſave my life. The lady, 
thinking to ſerve him in a different manner to what he him- 
ſelf intended, bid him ſpeak out, for ſhe would endeavour 
that he ſhould have his will. When he replied : Madam, 
the beauty and agreeable behaviour of Janet, and her not 
pings or being even ſenſible how-much T love her, which 
have yet revealed to no perſon living, have brought me 
to this condition. If therefore you make not your word 
good t to me, you may depend upon it = life is ort. She 
_ * 
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thinking it a more proper time to comfort, than reprove 
him, ſaid with a ſmile, And have you then languiſhed fo 
long for this? Have a good heart, and when you grow 
better leave the matter to me. The young ſpark, full of 
hopes, began now to ſhow ſpeedy tokens of amendment, to 


the. mother's great comfort, who was contriving how to 


perform her promiſe. And one day calling Janet to her, 
ſhe began, by way of diſcourſe, to ask her if ſhe had ever 
2 ſweet-heart ? She bluſhed, and made anſwer, Madam, it 
ill becomes a poor young woman like myſelf, who is dri- 
ven from her own houſe, and ſubject to other people's will 
and pleaſure, to think of love. She then replied: If you 
have no lover, I will procure one for you, that you may 
live with ſome comfort; for ſo pretty a girl as you are ſhould 
never be without. Janet made anſwer, and ſaid, Madam, 
as. you have taken me from my father, and brought me 
up like your own child, I am oblig'd to do all in my 
power to pleaſe you: But in this particular, I think 1 
am in the right not to do it. If you mean to give me an 
husband, him 1 ſhall reſpect, but no one elſe, For of 
all that my anceſtors poſſeſt, there is nothing now re- 
maining to me, but their virtue, and this I intend to 
keep ſo long as I live. This was quite contrary to her 
intention, as to the promiſe ſhe had made her ſon; tho“, 


like a prudent lady, ſhe ſeem'd to commend her for it, | 


and ſaid, But if the king (who is young) ſhould have a 
fancy for you, would you deny him? When ſhe imme- 
diately replied, His majeſty might uſe force, but he ſhould 
never have her conſent, but upon terms of honour. The 
hdy. ſeeing what her reſolution was, ſaid no more; but 
reſolved to put her to the proof; ſaying to her ſon, that 
when he got well, ſhe would put them into a room to- 
gether, and he might do with her as he pleas d: for it 
was doing the office of a bawd to court her any farther 
for him. This was no way pleaſing to the young gentle- 
man, who relaps d immediately upon it: Which the lady 
perceiving, ſhe laid open her intention to Janet, and found 
her more reſolute than ever. Her husband being made 
acquainted with the whole matter, it was agreed by them, 
(tho' much againſt their inclinations) that he ſhould marry 
her ; as preferring their ſon's life with a wife much beneat 

him, to his death without one: This was ſoon put in exe- 
eution to Fanet's great joy; who gave thanks to oy 
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for his mercy vouchſafed towards her; but all the While 
ſhe would make no other diſcovery of herſelf, than that 
ſhe was daughter to a perſon of Picardy. They lived af- 
terwards very happily together. Let us now return to 
Perrot, whom we left in Wales with a great officer be- 
longing to the king of England; he grew much in favour 
with his lord, and being graceful and manly in perfon, 
and more expert at all military exerciſes than any one 
in the country, was known every where by the name of 
Perrot the Picard; and as God had been gracious to- his 
ſiſter, ſo was he no leſs kind and merciful to him: For 
the plague happened to break out in that country, which ſwept 
away half the people; and a great part of thoſe that were left, 
had fled for refuge into other lands; fo that the nation 
appeared quite deſolate. In this mortality, the lord and 
lady with their fon, brethren, nephews, and near relations 
all Ned, and there was none of the family left beſides an 
only daughter, Juſt of age to marry, and a few ſervants. 
As ſoon as the plague was over, fhe took him for her 
husband, on account of his extraordinary merit, and made 
him lord of all her inheritance; And it was not long be- 
fore the king of England, hearing of the late lord's death, 
and knowing Perrat's worth and valour, ſubſtituted him 
in his place, and gave him the ſame power and command. 
Such was the fate of the two innocent children of the count 
& Angiers, whom he had left as deſtitute, It was now 
eighteen years ſince he came from Paris, and having ſuf 
fer'd great hardſhip during his abode in Freland, and as 
he was now grown old, he was willing to know what 
was become of his children. Being quite altered as to 
bis perſon, and finding himſelf more robuſt and active than 
In his youth, which he had ſpent in eaſe and indolence 
he left the ſervice where he had been for ſo long a time, 
and ſet forward in a mean dreſs for England : Coming 
therefore to the place where he had left 2 he finds 

- him to be a great and mighty lord, and in perfect health, 

which gave him entire ſatis faction; but yet he was re- 
ſolved not to diſcover himſelf, till he ſhould know what 
was become of Janet. Travelling ſtill on for London, 
and enquiring cautiouſly there concerning the lady with 
whom he had left his daughter, he finds that Fanet was 
married to her ſon, which pleaſed him infinitely, eſteeming 
M his 12 — as nothing, lince he had found 


both 
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both his children alive, and of great account. Deſirous 


now of ſeeing her, he repairs to the houſe like a poor man, 


and being taken notice of by James Lamiens, (for that was 
the husband's name) he had pity on him, and ordered one 
8 his ſervants to relieve him. Janet had ſeveral children 
4 him, the eldeſt of whom , was about eight years old, 
all very beautiful; and ſeeing the count begin to eat, they 
came about * and were as much pleaſed with him, 
as if by ſome ſecret inſtinct they had known him to be 
their grandfather ; whilſt he knowing them to be his grand - 
children, ſhow'd a thouſand little fondneſſes towards them 
which made them unwilling to leave him, when theif 
overnor would have called them away. On hearing this, 
jb comes out of her chamber, and threatens to whip 
them, if they would not obey their maſter ;, this ſet the 
children a crying, and they ſaid, they had much rather 
ſtay with the honeſt man, who loved them better than 
their maſter did; which made the lady and count both 
laugh heartily. He aroſe not as a father, but like a poor 
man to pay reverence to his daughter, as to a great lady; 
conceiving great pleaſure at the fight of her, w ſhe 
had not the leaſt knowledge of him; ſo much was he 
altered, as having grey hairs, a long beard, and a black 
and meagre . countenance, that he was nothing like the 
fame perſon. The lady now ſeeing how unwilling the 
children were to go away, ordered their maſter to let 
them flay a little. In the mean time her husband's father 
comes home, and being told this thing by the maſter, and 
having her always in great contempt, he ſaid, Let them tay, 
with a miſchief to them: They only ſhow from whence 
they are deſcended ; they are rote by the mother's ſide, 
therefore no wonder they herd with N The count 
was much griev'd at hearing theſe words, but was forced 
to bear this injury, as he had done many others. The 
lady's husband had taken notice all this time of the chil- 


— s fondneſs towards the count, and was uneaſy at it; 


yet ſo tender was he of them, that rather than make 
them uneaſy, he gives orders that if the honeſt man was 
willing to ſtay in his ſervice he ſhould be received. He 
,made anfwer, that he ſhould: be glad of it, but was on 
able to look after horſes, which he had been uſed. to 
his life. He had an horſe aſſign d him therefore to hu, 


care of, and when his * Was over, he uſed to pay 
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_ with the children. Whilſt, fortune had thus diſpoſed of 
the count 4 Angiers and his ue it came to paſs, that 
after making many treaties with the Germans, the king 
oſ France died, and was ſucceeded by that ſon, whoſe wife 
had 9 the count's baniſhment ;, and the laſt truce 
being now expired, a bloody war broke out afreſh, when 
the king of England 7 was his kinſman) ſent him 
large ſupplies of people under the command of Perrot, 
one of his generals, and James Lamiens ſon to another of 
his generals, with whom went the count as. a ſervant, 
when he did more ſervice, both by his valour and good 
counſel, than was expected from him. Now i in the courſe 
of the war, the queen of France chanced to be taken ill, 
and finding herſelf paſt all hopes of recovery, made a 
confeſſion of all her ſins to the 1 of — 
eſteem' d by all as a moſt holy perſon ; and amongſt 
other things, ſhe mention'd the great wrong ſhe had done 
ts the count 4 Angiers; nor was ſhe. content with ſpeaking 
this to him only, but ſhe alſo declar'd it before many 
other worthy perſons; deſiring their interceſſion with the 
king, that if he or his children were any of them living, 
they might be reſtor d to their former condition: Soon 
after this ſhe died, and was honourably interr'd. This 
confeſſion being reported to the king, Dog much con- 
cern for the injury done to ſa great a man, be iſſued 
out a proclamation, that if any perſon could give tidings 
of the count, or his children, they ſhould be well rewarded, 
ſeeing that the queen bad declared him innocent of the 
crime for which he had fled his country; and that his 
majeſty meant to exalt him to the ſame, or even greater 
honours than he had before. When the count heard 
this, he went forthwith to James Lamiens, and deſited 
him to go along with him to Perrot; ſaying, he would 
then ſhow them what the king deſired. Being all met 
together, the count declared to Perrot that he was now 
reſolved to diſcover himſelf; for, Perrot, ſays he, James 
Lamiens, who is now preſent, has married your ſiſter, and 
has had no fortune with her: therefore | I intend that 
he ſhall have the benefit of the king's proclamation, 
both for yourſelf as foh ta the count d Angiers; for Vie- 
lante your ſiſter and his wife; and laſtly fon myſelf, who 
am the count Angiers and your father. Perrot hearing 
this, and looking ſtedfaſtiy upon him, ' ſoon called him 
to 
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to mind, and fell down with the tears at his feet: Whülſt 
Jam L aniens was ſurpriſed with ſo much wonder and 

Joy together, that he ſcarce knew what to ſay; and bluſhing 

dor the little reſpect he had ſhow'd him, he humbly asked 

pardon, which the count readily granted: And when they 
had talk d over their ſeveral fortunes, ſometimes" in tears, 
and then again in joy, they would have had him put on 
ſuitable apparel; which he would by no means conſent to, 
being defirous that James Lamiens ſhould firſt ſecure the 
reward, and by preſenting him in that garb, make the =_” 

ſhame for his ill | uſage ſo much the greater. Famer B 

Hereupon goes with the count and Perrot before the Ky, 
Ting, offering for the promiſed 'reward to - produce” both 
the count and his children. The king then orders 2 
moſt magnificent preſent to be brought, telling him it was 
His own upon thoſe conditions. James therefore ſteps back 
alittle, and preſents the count as his ſervant, and Perrot, 
faying, Behold, ſir, the father and ſon; as for the daughter, 
ſhe is my wife ; but with God's leave you ſhall ſee her be- 
fore it is long. The king, at hearing this, looked earneſtly 
at the count, and notwithſtanding his being ſo much chang- 
ed, ſoon called him to mind, and with tears in his eyes raiſed 
Him from the ground, where he Was -enecled down, and 
Eiſſed and ſhook him by the hand: He welcomed Perrot 

alſo in a moſt friendly manner, and order d that the count 
| ſhould have cloaths, ſervants, horſes, and every thing ſuit- 
able to his quality, which was accordingly done.” The 
king ſhowed great reſpect alſo to James Lamiem, and en- 
quired particularly of every thing that had befallen tem, 
who after he had received the reward for making the diſco- 
very, the count ſaid: Receive this royal bounty at the hands 
of his majeſty,” and remember to tell your father, that your 
children and my grandchildren are not meanly deſcended 
' with regard to their mother. Fames received the preſents, 
And ſent for his wife and mother to Paris; and Perrot alle 
pHpPceought his lady, and they were received by the king, along 
with the count, with the utmoſt joy, who reſtored them 
all they had loſt, with large additions of fortune. "They | 
-had "afterwards leave to return home, leaving the count at 
"Paris, where he continued to his NY dag in 12 2 4 
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The 8 E c 0 N D DAY, 
NOVEL IK 
Bernard of Gua i impoſed upon by one Ambroſez 


doſes bis money, and orders his wife, who is quite 
innocent, to be put to death. She makes her eſcape, 
and goes in man's dreſs into the ſervice of the 
Sultan; there ſhe meets with the deceiver; and 


ſending for her huſband to Alexandria, has him 


puniſb d: She then reſumes her former habit, and 8 
returns with her huſband Son to Genoa. & 


n Lt Z 4 Having diſchatged her duty by the laſ 
moving ſtory, the queen, who was of a moſt 
136 graceful perſoh, taking the next turn upon her- 
29 ſelf, ſaid with a Tmile to this effeck: We muſt 
make good our agreement with Diontiis ; and 
therefore as only he and I remain to ſpeak, I ſhall be- 
gin with my ſtory, afid leave him to the laſt, as he has 
deſired.—It is a common ſaying, that tlie deceiver lies 
at the mercy of the deceiv'd : Which I think can only 
be proved true by circumſtances of that kind, which have 
happened in the world ; this then I propoſe to ſhow youz 
hoping a relation of this fort will not be diſagreeable, to 
the end you may be upon your guard againſt ſuch as 
would deceive you.—There happened together in an inn 
at Paris ſome Hialian merchants, who had come thithet 
upon their different occaſions, and meeting at ſupper one 
night, and converſing mertily of one thing after another, 
they cane at laſt to talk of theit wives, whom they had 
left behind them; when one of theni ſaid in a jeſting ways 
1 do not know what my wife does with herſelf; but 
T am fure if I meet with any thing that pleaſes mez 
I forget my love to her; and make ufe of the oppors 
2 tunitys 
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tunity. And fo do I, quoth another ; for whether I be- 
lieve it or not, my wife will do as fhe pleaſes, A third 
was of the ſame opinion, and all feemed to agree that 


their wives at home loſt no time in their abſence. Only 
one man among them all, named Bernard Lomellin of Genoa 
avow'd the contrary ; declaring that he had a wife, in 
whom centred all the virtues that could adorn either ſex : 
That ſhe was young and beautiful in her perſon; that 
ſhe was miſtreſs of her needle ; that no man-ſervant waited 
with more dexterity at his maſter's table, than he was ſerved 
by her, as being throughly diſcreet and well-bred ; that beſides 
her skill in horſemanſhip and the management of an 
hawk, there was no merchant underſtood accounts better: 
And coming at length to what begun the diſpute, he de- 
clared with an oath, that no woman upon earth could be 


more virtuous and chaſte than ſhe was; for he firmly be- 


lieved, was he to be abſent from ber ten years, ſhe 
would have to do with no other perſon. Amongſt the 
merchants who had been talking upon this ſubject, was 
a young fellow called Ambroſe of Placentia, who made 
the greateſt jeſt in the world of what Bernard ſaid 
_ laſt in praiſe of his wife, asking him if the emperor had 

given him this privilege, excluſive of the reſt of man- 
kind? Bernard was a little diſturbed at this, and ſaid, Not 


theemperor, but God Almighty, who was ſomething more 
werful than the emperos, had beſtowed this favour upos 


Him. Ambroſe replied, I make not the leaſt doubt, but 

that you think you ſpeak truth: But in my opinion, 
you have not enough conſidered the nature of things ; for 
if you had, I do not think your underſtanding fo mean, 
not to find many reaſons to make you think more 
Holy upon the matter. Wherefore leſt you ſhould ima- 
gine, that we (who have ſpoke fo much at large con- 


cerning our wives) might ſuppoſe our wives of a dif- 


rent make to yours, but that we have regard to the na- 
tural propenſity of all; I ſhall beg leave to reaſon a little 
with you upon this ſubject. I have always underſtood, 


* - 


that man is the moſt noble of God's creatures; and that 


woman is in the next degree to him: Now as man is 


allowed to be more perfect, he muſt conſequently have 


more reſolution and conſtancy. In like. manner, women 


art always more wavering and fickle, as I could. ſhow by 
ſeveral reaſons, which I ſhall omit at preſent. If therefore 


- 
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man, who is allowed to have the, moſt 


(II will not fay refiſt a woman, that ſhould intreat him) 


but even deſire, and do all that lies in his power, to get 
into the company of a woman that he likes; and this not 
once in a month, but a thouſand times every day: What 
can you think, 4 woman naturally weak can do againſt 
the entreaties, flatteries, gifts, and a thouſand other means, 
which an artful lover knows how to uſe? Do you think 
ſhe can reſiſt? Affirm it as you will, I ſhall never think 
you are in earneſt, You ſay your wife is fleſh and blood, 
and therefore ſubject to the ſame deſires with other women; 
and her ſtrength to reſiſt. thoſe deſires muſt be the fame; 
Be ſhe then ever ſo virtuous, it is poſſible for her to do 
like other women: And if it be poſſible, you ſhould 
never have denied it in that poſitive manner, and maintained 
the contrary; as you have done. Bernard replied, - and 
ſaid, I am a merchant, and not a philoſopher, and ſhall. 
anſwer you a ſuch; I tell you therefore, that what you 
ſay may be the cafe of women of little underſtanding, 

and who have no ſenſe of ſhame ; but ſuch. as are wile, 
have that regard for their honour, , that they become more 


firm than the men, who are not ſo tender in that point; 


and ſuch a one is my wife. Truly, ſaid Ambroſe, if for 
every fault of this kind they were to have an horn ſpring 
out of their foreheads, to bear teſtimony againſt them, 1 


5 4 


— 


believe few would be guilty: But ſo far from having 

an horn grow, if they be wiſe, there is nothing to 

make the leaſt diſcovery; and as ſhame and loſs of cha- 
racter happens only when things are made public, there- 
fore what they can accompliſh in ſecret, they rarely fail 
to do; or if they abſtain, it is through their folly, Take 
this' then for a rule, that woman only. is chaſte who has 
never been asked; or ſhe who herſelf has asked and been 
refuſed, | And tho I am convinced of this by natural 
and juſt reaſons, yet I ſhould not ſpeak as I do, if I had 
not tried the humours and affections of many different 
women. Let me alſo tell you; that if I was in company 
with your moſt virtuous wife, I ſhould not doubt my 
obtaining the. ſame favour from her, that I have gained 
from many others. Bernard was provoked at this, and- 


aid, there is no end of. diſputing ; you aſſert and I aſſert, 


which is all nothing: But ſince you fay they are ſo eaſily 
Warped, and haye ſuch an opinion of your own power that 
| ES - Way 
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way; to convince you of my wife's virtue, I will fors 
feit my head, if you ever bring her to a compliance, 
upon condition that if you ſhould+ not prevail upon her, 
you only loſe a thouſand florins of gold. Ambreſe replied 
with a good deal of warmth, what ſervice will your life 
be to me, if I ſhould'win it? But if you have a mind to 
put the thing to the trial, depoſit five thouſand florins, 
Which are of leſs value than your life, againſt one 
thouſand of mine; and as you fix no time, I will oblige 
myſelf to go to Genoa, and in leſs than three months 
from the day of my departure, to gain my will of your 
wife, and to bring ſuch tokens of that back with me; 
as you yourſelf ſhall confeſs to be juſt ; provided you will 
give me your word, that you will neither come to Genoa 
in that time, nor write to her about that matter. Ber- 
nurd faid, he liked the wager; and tho? the other merchants 
endeavoured all they could to prevent it, as well knowing 
what miſchief might enſue 5 yet the two merchants. were 
ſo warm, that in ſpite of all their friends could do, they 
immediately fign'd' the articles to that purpoſe. Bernard 
therefore ſtaid behind, whilſt Ambroſe made the beſt of his 
way to Genoa 5 where he continued a day or two, in- 
forming himſelf as cautiouſly as might be of the name 
of the ſtreet where the lady lived, as alſo of her cha- 
Tater, when he ſoon heard all that Bernard had related 
to be true, and a great deal more; which made him con- 
_ clude, that he had come thither upon à very fooliſh 
Ferrand: But meeting with x poor woman who frequented 
the houſe, to whom the lady was very kind, he wrought 
fo far upon her, by means of a bribe, that he was car- 
ried in a cheſt made according to his own direction, not 
only into the houſe, but even into the lady's bed- chamber; 
where it was to be left for ſome days for the greater 
ſecurity, as if the good woman was going abroad, When 
night came, and the lady (as he ſuppoſed) was aſleep, he 
opens the cheſt with certain inſtruments, which he had 
carried with him for that end, and goes ſoftly into the 
room, where was a light burning, by which he obſerved 
caretully the form and ſituation of the chamber, and 
alſo the pictures, and every thing remarkable in it; which 
he endeavoured to keep in his menzory. Coming then to 
the bed · ſide, and ſeeing the lady and a little girl that 
wa ut bed with her both faſt aſleep, he found: her as 
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beautiful as if ſhe had been dreſt; but yet he 3 per- 
ceive no ſign to carry away concerning her, unleſs it 
was a mole upon her left breaſt; with which being pretty 
well ſatisfied, and not daring from the lady's known cha- 
racer to preſume farther; after being there the greateſt part 
of the night, he takes a purſe, and alſo a. pown, with 
a ring and girdle ; all which he put into his cheſt, and 
went into it again, making it faſt as before, where he 
continued two nights, without the lady's perceiving any 
thing of the matter, 'The third day the woman came 
for the cheſt, according to her appointment, and carried 
it back; when Ambroſe ſatisfied her according to. promiſe, 
and haſtes away to Paris with thoſe tokens. before the 
limited time. There he ſummon'd the merchants to- 
gether, who were preſent when the wager was laid, de- 
claring to Bernard that he had won, haying brought the 
tokens which he had promiſed to produce. Firſt then he 
deſcribed the chamber and the paintings, and ſhow'd thoſe 
things, which he ſaid he had received from herſelf, Ber- 
nard own'd that the chamber was as he had deſcribed it; 
and he remembred alſo that the things which he had 
brought belonged to his wife; but he added that he might 
have an account of the room, as well as procure the 
other things from ſome of the ſervants; wherefore if he 
could ſay nothing more, this did not ſeem ſufficient to 
_ entitle him to the wager. When Ambreſe replied, Truly 
this ought to ſatisfy you; but ſince you would have 
me ſay ſomething more, know then, that madam Zineura 
your wife has a mole upon her left breaſt, When Ber- 
ward heard this, he was ſtruck to the very heart, and 
his countenance changed in ſuch manner, to convince 
them, if he had not ſaid another word, that Ambroſe 
ſpoke truth ; and after ſome time, he replied: Gentlemen, 
what Ambroſe ſays is true; and as I own myſelf to have 
bft, he may come when he pleaſes, and I will pay him. 
The money therefore was paid the next day, and Bernard 
ſet out for Genoa moſt cruelly incenſed againſt his wife; 
and being come to a countty houſe of his about twenty 
miles off, he ſent a ſervant, whom he could truſt, with a 
. couple of horſes and a letter to her ; wherein he acquainted 
ber with his#eturn, and that he would have her come away 
along with the ſervant ; whom he had charg'd at the ſame 
ines that as ſqon as be came 2 a fit * he ſhould 55 Wo 
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her to death, and repair to him. The ſervant delivered 
the letter to his miſtreſs, who received the news with 
great joy; and the next morning ſhe ſet forwards 
with him: And as they trayelled along talking of diverſe 
things by the way, they came into a ſolitary vale ſurrounded 
with trees, which the ſervant thought a ht place for the 
execution of his maſter's orders : wherefore 3 a knife 
out of his pocket, and taking the lady the arm, at 
ſaid, Madam, commend your ſoul to Be for here y 

muſt die. She in the utmoſt aſtoniſhment begged or 
God's ſake, that before he put her to death, he would tell 
her what ſhe had done to offend him in that manner, 
Madam, ſays the ſervant, you have done me no harm; 
and as to your busband, I can ſay only this, that he 
ordered me to kill you by the way, without ſhowing you 
the leaſt mercy ; threatening otherwiſe to hang me up. 
You know full well my obligations to him, and that I 
muſt not reſiſt his commands; I am ſorry for you, God 
knows, but I cannot help it. The lady wept, and faid, 
Alas! do not murder me, who have never injured you, for 
the ſake of another perſon: God is my witneſs, who knoweth 
all things, that I never did any thing to deſerve this from 
my husband; but ſetting that aſide, you may (if you pleaſe) 


ſerve God, your maſter, and myſelf in this manner; name- 


ly, do you take my cloaths, leaving me only your hat 
and doublet, and carry them to my lord and yours, 
telling him, "that you have killed me; and I ſwear by that 
life which I ſhall be indebted to you, that I will go where 


neither he, you, nor any perſon in this country ſhall ever 


hear more concerning mg. The ſervant, who was loth 
to put her to death, was eaſily prevailed upon; and leaving 
her his coat and hat, and ſoine money which ſhe had about 
der, and i intreating her not to make any ſtay, goes ſtraight ta 
his maſter, telling him that he had obey'd his commands, 
and leſt the body to be devoured by wolves. After ſome 
time Bernard returned to Genoa, and the fact being diſ- 
covered he was much blamed for what he had done. The 
lady being left alone, as ſoon as night came on, ſhe diſguiſed 
herſelf as well as ſhe could, and went to a neighbouring 


village, where ſhe procured What ſhe wanted of an old 
woman, and ſhe mended and cut the doublet ſhorter, 


and turned her ſhift into a pair of trowzers; and having 


| cut her rs * appearing in every "TO like a com- 
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mon ſailor, ſhe went to the ſea ſide, where ſhe met a = 
Catalmian gentleman, named ſignior Encararch, who being 
juſt come on ſhore to refreſh himſelf at a ſpring of freſh — | : 
water, . ſhe falls into diſcourſe with him, and agrees to Þ 
enter. into his fervice, and goes on. board, calling herſelf 

 Sicurans de Finale, There ſhe had better cloaths given 
ber, and ſhe proved. O expert and diligent a ſervant, that 

he wasentirely pleaſed with her. Soon afterwards this gentle · 

man failed to Alexandria, carrying with him a number of 
falcons as a preſent to the Sultan, who often entertained 
him at his table; and taking particular notice of the be- 
haviour of Sicurans, who waited always upon her maſter, 
he begs her of the gentleman much againſt his will; and 
in a little time ſhe was in as great favour with the Sultan, 
as ſhe had been with her former maſter. Now at a cer- 
tain time of year there was to be a fair at Acres, which 
was under the dominion of the Sultan, and where was 
a great reſort hoth of chriſtian and Tyr#/ merchants, 
for whole greater ſecurity the Sultan uſed to ſend one 
of his ordinary officers with a band of ſoldiers. And 
the time now drawing near, he refolves to ſend Sicu- 
rano for that purpoſe, being well skilled in the lan- 
guages; who being come to Acres as captain of the 
guard for the merchants, diſcharged her duty with 
great care and diligence, converſing daily with S:cihian, - 
Piſan, Genoeſe, Venetian and other [talian merchants, © 
whom ſhe chiefly was acquainted with, becauſe they were ' 
of her own country, As ſhe was qne day therefore in 
a ſhop belonging to ſome Venetian merchant, amongſt 
ſome other toys, ſhe caſt her eye upon a purſe and girdle, 
which ſhe ſtraightway knew td be her own; but without 
making any ſuch diſcovery, ſhe asked who they belonged 

to, and if they were to be fold ? Now it happened that | 
Ambroſe was come thither with a great ſtock of goods, 
along with theſe merchants on board their ſhip, And hear- 
ing that the captain of the guard made enquiry whom 
thoſe things belonged to, he ftept forwards, and faid with 
a laugh, Sir, they are mine, and not to be fold ; but if 
you like them, they are at your ſervice. Szcurans ſeeing 

him laugh, fuppoſed it was at ſome action or behaviour 

of hers, and therefore with a more ſettled countenance ſhe 
ſaid, I ſuppoſe you laugh to ſee me, a man profeſſing arms, 
inquiring after ſuch womaniſh 5 Sir, ſays Ambre/e, I do 
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not laugh at that; but 1 laugh only at the manner by 
which I obtained them. Sicurano then replied, Good fir, 
if it be not too much trouble) tell me how that was: 
Sir, quoth Ambroſe, a lady of Genoa called Zineura, wife 
to one Bernard Lomellin, gave them to me one night 
when I lay with her, and deſired I would keep them 
for her ſake. _ I laugh therefore at Bernard's folly, who 
laid me five thouſand florins to one thouſand, that I could 
not obtain my will of her; which I did, and won my wager, 
whilſt he, who deſeryed to have been puniſht for his brutality 
more than ſhe, who did no more than what all women do, 
returned to Genea, and, by what I can find, had her put ta 
death. Sicurano now found out the grounds of Bernard's diſ- 
pleaſure ; and as ſhe perceived this man had been the cauſe 
of it, ſhe determines not-to let him go unpuniſh'd : But 
| ſeeming to be pleaſed with his ſtory, ſhe became more 
acquainted with him; and when the fair was ended, ſhe 
took him with her to Alexandria, and made him hire a 
ſhop, and lodged money in his hands, which turned 
to ſuch account, that be was very willing to ſtay there. 


Sicurano, deſirous of making her innocence appear to her 


husband, agreed with ſome Geneeſe merchants, under ſome 
pretence or other, to haye him brought thither ; and being 
come in a poor and wretched plight, ſhe had him pri- 
vately to a friend's houſe to be taken care of, till it ſhould 
be time to put her purpoſe in execution. Now Sicurana 
| had made Ambroſe tell the ſtory before the Sultan, who 
ſeemed pleaſed with it ; but as ſoon as her husband was 
come, ſhe determined to wait no longer; and taking a fit 


opportunity, ſhe prevailed. upon the Sultan to ſend for 


Ambreſe and Bernard both before him, and in the preſence of 
Bernard to make the other confeſs by force, if he would 


not own it otherwiſe, how the affair was, which he had 


boaſted of concerning Bernard's wife. Accordingly they 
were brought face to face, and the Sultan with a ſtern 
countenance commanded Ambroſe before a number of people 
to ſpeak the truth, namely, how he had won of Bernard 
the five thouſand florins, Sicurano alſo, who was preſent 


(and in whom Ambroſe put a. good deal of confidence) 


declared with a great deal of anger in her looks, that he 


ſhould be ſeverely chaſtiſed, if he did not: Being terrified 


therefore on both ſides, and in ſome meaſure compelled ; 


"expecting alſo to reſtore "wy the five thouſand florips, 


without 
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without any other puniſhment, he related the whole af- 
fair. Which being done, Sicurano, as miniſter to the Sul- 
tan, turns to Bernard, and ſaith, What did you then to 
your wife, on account of this ye? He made anſwer, Being 
outragious with the loſs of my money and ſhame toge- 
ther, for the injury I thought I had ſuſtained from her, 
I ordered one of my ſervants to murder her, and, as he 
informs me, ſhe was immediately devoured by wolves. 
Theſe things being related in preſence of the Sultan and 
many other witneſſes, without his knowing what Sicura- 
110's purpoſe was thereby, ſhe ſaid therefore, My lord, you 
now ſee plainly what great reaſon the poor woman has 
to boaſt of her gallant and husband; for the one deprives her 
of her good character with lyes, and ruins her husband at 
the ſame time; whilſt the other, ſhowing greater regard 
to that perſon's falſeneſs, than to the virtue of his wife, 
| (of which he might have been affured from long expe- 
rience) has her murdered, and devoured by wolves. Be- 
ſides, - ſuch is the reſpect that they both bear towards her, 
that ſhe is now known to neither of them, tho? they 
haye been lang entertained by her. But that you ma 
more perfectly underſtand what both have deſerved, and 
| if at my requeſt you will puniſh the deceiver, and excuſe 
the perſon who was deceived, ſhe ſhall forthwith appear 
before you and them. "The Sultan (who was diſpoſed to 
ſhow favour to Sicurano in every thing) agreed that the 
lady ſhould appear; at which Bernard was much ſuſpriſed, 
as ſuppoſing ſhe was dead, Whilſt Ambroſe foreſeeing what 
was like to happen, began to think of ſomething; worſe 
than repayment. of the money, not knowing whether he 
had more reaſon to fear or hope for her appearing there; 
and he expected her with the utmoſt conſternation. The 
Sultan having thus given leave, Sicurano threw herſelf at 
his feet, and laying aſide her manly voice and demeanour, 
ſhe ſaid, My lord, I am the miſerable and unfortunate Zi- 
neura, who for the ſpace of ſix years have wandered over 
the world in man's diſguiſe, being moſt baſely aſperſed by 
that villain Ambroſe ; and given up to a ſervant by that 
moſt cruel and unjuſt man to be murder'd and devoured 
buy wolves, And ſhowing her breaſt, ſhe made it appear 
that ſhe was the ſame woman, Turning then to Ambroſe, ſhe 
reſolutely demanded, when it was that he had lain with her, 


as he had formerly vaunted ? But be 3 her * 
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was fo ſtruck with ſhame, that he could not utter a word. 
The Sultan, who had all along taken her for a man, was 
ſo ſurpriſed at what he heard arid ſaw, that it appeared to 
him more like a dream than truth: But upon recollectin 

himſelf, and ſeeing every thing plainly made out, he mo 

highly commended the life, conſtancy, and behaviour of Zi- 
naura, heretofore called Sicurano ; and ordering proper appa- 
rel and attendants for her, pardon'd Bernard, at her requeſt, 


the death he had juſtly merited ; who now knowing her 


again, kneels down and begs pardon, which ſhe readily 
granted (however- unworthy he was of it} and embrac'd 
him as her husband. The Sultan then ordered Ambroſe to 
he tied to a ſtake in the moſt eminent part of the city, 
and his naked body ſmear'd over with honey, and to hang 
there till he ſhould drop in pieces; which ſentence was 
ſoon put in execution. Next he gave charge, that all his 
ſubſtance ſhould be given to Zineura, which did not a- 
mount to leſs than ten thouſand double ducats : And making 
a moſt ſumptuous feaſt in honour. of Bernard as her  hus- 
band, and Zinaura as a moſt worthy lady, he preſented her 
with plate and money, to the amount of ten. thouſand 


ducats more: And providing a ſhip for them, when the 
feaſt was over, he gave them leave to depart to Genoa, © 


which they did with great joy, and were received with 


the utmoſt ns , eſpecially Zineura, who was thought to 


be dead; and the ſame eſteem was continued towards her 
as long 2s the lived. As for Ambroſe, he was not only de- 


ftroy'd the very day he was impal'd, with waſps and hor- 


— with which the country abounds, but he was eaten 
to the very bones; which being bound together by the 
finews, remained hanging there for ſame time as a teſti- 
mony of his villainy, And thug it is, that the deceiver lies 
at the _ of the deceived. | 
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iciardo di Chinzica, who underſtanding where ſbe 
was, went thither, and growing acquainted with 
Paganino he demanded her back, which the other 
conſents to, provided ſhe was willing: -She refuſes 
to return; and upon Rictardo' 5 death n _ 


wiſe of Paganino. N 


LL the company n. 1 the queen 8 's dach 


\ d) 3nd eſpecially Dioneus, who was the only per- 


change my intention with regard to what I meant to relate 
for another ; which is the brutiſhneſs of Bernard, tho it 
happened well for him, and of all ſuch as himſelf, and who 
think as he did; namely, that whilſt they are travelling 


about from place to place, and diverting themſelves ſome- 


times with ane lady, and ſometimes with another, they 


conclude that their wives ſit with their hands before them 


all the while, as if we did not know to the contrary. I 
' ſhall therefore ſhew you how great the folly is of all ſuch 
people, and of thoſe eſpecially, who, "hay If themſelves to 
be more powerful than' nature hath really formed them, 


think to cover all by fabulous demonſtrations, and endea-, 


vour to make other perſons conſtitutions and tempers ſquare 
with their own, however contrary it may be to their natu- 
ral bent and inclinations, There lived once at Piſa a 
certain judge, endowed with a greater genius of mind than 
bodily abilities, whoſe name was Signior Riciardè di Chin- 
zica, who being perſuaded chat there was no mare in marry- 


71 ͤ 


ſon left to ſpeak for that day; and having aid : 
much in praiſe of it, he began to this effect: © 
* Ladies, part of the queen's novel hath made me 
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ing than in the following of his ſtudies, determined, as he 
Was very rich, to have a very young and a very handſome 
Wife; whereas, had he known how to adviſe himſelf as well as 
he 'did other people, he ſhould have avoided both the one 
and the other, Accordingly Signior Lotto Gualandi beſtow- 
ed his daughter upon him, whoſe. name was Bartalomea, 
one of the-briskeſt and moſt beautiful ladies in all Piya, 
though there are few of them all, but what are as red as 
à fox; and having brought her home in great ſtate, he made 
thift to conſummate with her for that night, recruiting him- 
{elf in the morning with reſtoratives and proper cordials, 
Being a better judge now of his own might, he began to 
teach her a new calendar, ſhewing her, that there was 
fcarce a day in the year but what was dedicated to ſome 
Lint or other; and fome days had more faints than one; 
in reverence to whom, as he proved by many reaſons, a 
man and his wife ought to keep aſunder at thoſe times. 
Adding withal, that thoſe ſaints days had their faſts ; beſides 
the four ſeaſons of the year, the vigils of the apoſtles, and 
a_thouſand gther holidays, with Fridays, Saturdays, and 
Sundays, in all Lent; as alſo certain obſervations of the 
moon, and many other exceptions ; as thinking perhaps, 
that it was convenient to keep as many holidays with re- 
card to his wife as to his pleadings in court. And in this 
manner he lived to her great diſcontent, ſcarce converſing 
with her once a month; and keeping a ſtrict watch over 
her, for fear ſome other perſon ſhould teach her what be- 
longed to working days, as he had done to holidays. In 
the mean time it happened, that the ſeaſon growing ex- 
tremely hot, he had a mind to go for his diverſion to one 
of his country ſeats near the Black Mountain, and to take 
| his lady with him for a few days: And to make it more 
agreeable to her, they went out together one day a fiſhing, 
when he and the fiſhermen were in one boat, and ſhe was 
in another along with ſome ladies, who went to ſee the 
ſport. And being drawn by their diyerſion many miles 
into the ſea without perceiving it, and whilſt they were 
very intent looking on, they were ſurprized by a privateer 
belonging to one Pagauin da Monaco, a famous pirate, 
who ſeized that veſſel which had the ladies on board ; and 
ſeeing this fair lady, he carries her into his own ſhip in 
ſight of her husband, who was now got ſafe on ſhore 1 
and, without meddling with any thing elſe, failed directi7 
| | | N 
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away. How ſorrow ful Niciarda was at ſeeing this you may 
ceaſily imagine, who was jealous of the very air itſelf, and 
accordingly he made many fruitleſs complaints both at Hic 
and elſewhere of the villainy of theſe Corſairs, withoue 
knowing who it was that had taken his wife, or Whither 
ſhe was carried. Pagani now was much pleaſed with 
the lady, ſeeing her ſo handſome; and being without a 
wife, reſolves to keep her as ſuch : And perceiving that ſhe 
was under ſome concern, he uſed many kind and tender 
expreſſions, till ſhe ſoon forgot the calendar ſhe had learn 
ed; and long before ſhe reached Monaco, the judge and 
his laws were quite gone out of her head, and ſhe lived 
with all the comfort in the world with Paganin. In ſome 
time it came to Riciardo's ears what was become of his 
wife, who goes accordingly with the utmoſt impatience to 
fetch her back, as ſuppoſing no other perſon ſo proper a 
himſelf, and reſolved to give any ſum of money for. her 
ranſom ; and being arrived there, he ſa her, and ſhe. him s 
and that night ſhe told Paganin of it, informing him 
what  fthe meant to do. Tbe next morning | Riciards 
meeting with Paganin, they ſoon became acquainted to- 
gether; Paganin ſeeming all the time to know nothing of 
him, but waiting to ſee what he meant to do As ſoon 
as a fit opportunity offered, Riciardo began to ſet forth 
the occaſion of his coming thither, and, in as handſome. a 
manner as he could, to deſire he would. take what ranſom 
he thought fit, and. reſtore him his wife. Paganin anſwered 
very courteouſly : Sir, you are heartily welcome; but the 
caſe in ſhort is this; I have a young woman in the houſe: 
with me (tho? whether ſhe is your wife, or any other per- 
ſon's, that I cannot tell; for I neither knew you nor her be- 
fore ſhe lived with me) if you are her husband, as you ſay, 
Iwill bring you to her, ſince you ſeem to be a gentleman, 
and ſhe muſt certainly know you. If ſhe agrees with your 
Rory, and is willing you ſhould take her away, your beha- 
viour has been ſuch, that I ſhall deſire no other recompence 
than what you are pleaſed to give me. But if it ſhould 
prove otherwiſe, I muſt tell you that you offer me great 
wrong to attempt to take her from me; for I am a young 
man, and know what to do with a wife as well as an- 
other perſon, eſpecially ſuch a one as ſhe, who is the moſt 


agreeable woman I ever ſaw. Riciardo replied: Moſt cer= - 


tainly, far, ſhe is my wife; and if you pleaſe ta take me 
. 8 e Where. | 
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will fraight- throw her arms about my neck: Wherefore 


I deſite it may be as you have propoſed. Let us go 5 


then, quoth Paganin: And when they were come into 
the houſe, and far — together in the hall, he ordered 
her to be called, and ſhe being dreſſed, and read for that 

purpoſe; came to them, taking no more notice of. Riciardo 
than ſne would have done of any other ſtranger that ſhould 
come into the houſe with Paganin; which when the judge 
| gh who expected ſhe would have ſeen him _ 

oy, he was much. ſurprized, and began to ſay. t 


imlelf Surely the grief I have ſuſtained for the loſs of het 1 
> tne g 


has ſo changed my looks, that ſhe does not know me again. 


Whetefore he ſaid to her: My love, it has coſt me dear to 
take you a fiſhing, for I was never ſo grieved in my whole 


*Iife as ſince I loſt you; and yet you ſeem not to know me; 
OO cruelly are you filent. - Do not you ſee that I am your 
Rictardo, come to pay whatever ranſom the ü 
would demand, in whoſe houſe we now are together, to 
have you back witk me? And he is ſo kind to offer to 
reſtore you at What price T ſhall fix tnyſelf; Fhe lady 
then tinting to him, faid with a fmile : Do yo ſpeak = 
me, fir? Take care you do not miſtake your — x 

1 do not remember ever in my whole life to have ſeen — 


before. He replied: Do you take care what you fay ; look 


well at me; if you will remember, you may plainly ſee that 


I am your husband Riciardo di Chinica: The lady made 


anſwer, Vou will excuſe me, ſir; it is not ſo modeſt as you 
may ſuppoſe, to gaze much upon you; but I have look d 
enough to know, that I never ſaw you in my whole 
life till now. Riciardo ſuppoſed that ſhe did this out of 


fear to Paganin, and that ſhe was unwilling to confeſs. 


before him; for which - reaſon he defired as a favour, to 
talk alone with her in the chamber. Paganin replied, that 
he was willing, provided he would not offer to kiſs her 
againſt her will. He orders her then to go up ſtairs with 


him, to hear what he had to ſay, and to anſwer him as 


ſhe thought proper. And being retired together he began 
to fay to her, Alas my life, — ſoul, e ſweet end of all all 
my wiſhes ; don't you know your 3 who loves you 


more than himſelf? How can this be? Am I fo altered, 

my jewel? Look upon me a little. She began to laugh, and 

I letting bim procced RY 88 I am not fo aka 
getf 
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where ſhe is; you will ſoon be convinced of it, for ſhe 
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getful, you are very ſenſible, not to know that you ate 
0 It Chimzice my husband; but during the time 1 
was with you, it very ill appeared that you had any 
knowledge of me: For were you really as wiſe as yu 
would be thought, you muſt have perceived, that I was 
young and lively, and conſequently had ſome notion of 
what women want as much as meat and drink, tho 
their modeſty may not let them ſay ſo much : But if 
you prefer the ſtudy of the laws, you ought never to have 
married; tho” in truth, you ſeem rather a proclaimer of 
feaſts and faſts, than a judge: yet let me tell you, ſhould 
you allow your labourers in the field as many holidays a 
you take yourſelf at home, you would never reap one 
grain of corn. I have met with a perſon whom I like 
very well, who keeps none of your Fridays and Saturdays, 
nor your feaſts, vigils, and long Lents - him therefore I in- 
tend to abide with, while my youth continues; and to 
let the faſting. part alone till I grow old. Therefore ou 
may go about your buſineſs, and keep as many of thoſe 
days without me as you pleaſe, He was 
troubled at this; and faid, after ſhe done fpeaking, My dear 
love, what words are theſe that I hear come from ou? 
. Have you no regard to your parents honour, and your own? 
Had you rather ; abide here in a mortal ſin, as this man's 
harlot; than at Piſa as my wife ? He will ſoon grow weary of 
you,and turn you off with great contempt ; but I ſhall always 
love you; and when I die, leave you miſtreſs of my houſe. 
Can an inordinate and ſhameful appetite make you careleſs . 
of your honour, and of me, who love you more than my 
on liſe ? Do not ſay ſo, my deareſt | Go along with me: 
Now I know what the grievance is, I will. endeavour to 
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here we mind no ſuch N But you 195 you — 
ſtrive to do better: Lis impoſſible, our complexions are 
1 widely different. Go home therefore, and try to keep 
:yourſelf alive; ſor that is as much as you are able to 
do: And as for his diſcarding me, ſhould that ever hap - 
pen (which at preſent ſeems far from his thoughts) T 
will never return to you; for the world will afford = 
one reſting place or other. In the mean time I tell 
once more, that here we have no feaſts and faſts, — 
here I intend to ſtay: Therefore either go directly about 
e buſineſs, or I will call out, that you deſign to force 
The judge was now in a fad perplexity; and being 
. BTR ſenſible of his folly, in marrying ſo young a 
perſon, he left the room, and had ſome tall with Pa- 
ganin, which ſignified nothing: In the end therefore, he 
Was forced to leave his wife, and he returned to Piſa, 
where he run raving about the ſtreets, making no anſwer 
to 1 friend that ſhould accoſt him, ſaving only this; 
That his ſtrumpet would keep no holydays, and 
pot afterwards he died: Which news came no ſooner 
to the ears of Paganin, but he married her out of — 
to the love ſhe had for him; and they lived happily to- 
gether, banniſhing all faſts, 2 and ſuch things from 
their houſe. Wherefore it ſeems plain to me, my dear 
ladies, that Bernard quite miſtook on. Caſe i in hs diſpute 
with Ambroſe. - 
This ſtory made them laugh dll they week perfectly 
wWeary, and all agreed that Dioneus was in the right, and 
that Bernard was a monſter. But the queen now conſi- 
dering that it grew late, and that they had all finiſnit 
their ſtories, and her government was at end; according 
to their agreement at the beginning, ſhe takes the garland 
from her own head, and puts it upon Neiphile, ſaying 
pleaſantly to her, Hereafter the government of this little 
people be yours: And ſhe ſate down; Neiphile bluſhidg 
at the favour done her, appeared like a roſe in April; with 
her eyes (tho a little caſt down) ſparkling like the morning 
ſtar. And after the murmur of the company was a little 
abated, applauding the choice, and ſhe had reſumed her 
courage, ſhe ſpoke to this effect. As I am now your 
queen, I ſhall keep to the method which has been hitherto 
obſerved, and which you have approved of by your con- 
eurrence, and tell you ina few words _ I would farther 
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8 3 ids: You all Row g it to morrow U 
and the next day Saturday, dbt th of which are incbhvenient 
- days, on Rae d of. laying. un. proviſions, Moreover Fri 71 

day is a day to he xeverengad,..08-account.of. our Saviours 
paſſion ; wherefore 1 hold it ft, that we. rather pray that 
day, than attend te novels. New concern ing Sarurday, it 

z uſual to make every tl in clean on that day: Many 

vo alſo obſerve it as d faſt in hondur of 5 holy 

irgin, as well as the enſuing ſabbath, whereon no labour 

may be done) WMWherefore us we cannot Bo on exactly in 

the ſame manner as we. firſt begun, n, T hold” "it Vaſt to ſuſ. - 

| e the relation „mere novels» And as we have 

deen here now four yes. ereept We wauld: "admit of 
ſome new. gueſts, who might probably come to us, it 


4 5 


will be convenient to go fo another place; Which ! 


have alri Rx and Where IL have made provifion - 

for you. When ps be'\there aſſemblad, les our next 
argument ſtl abe e mutzhilit „ Of. Tontung 3. and which 
I intend ſhall begs. follows.s: vamely, .of. dh perſons 


who have acquired by their diligence ſomething 8 
wanted by them, or elſe recovered what they had. loſt, 
Let every one think of { Fs | 
which may 17 5 &, © 
ways his [pe lege to 
the qu 
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'the queen” judging that ir Was now time, f 88 
went with a light before them, to. t 


chambers, beſtowing the two following ; Gays 
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HE WE ef hin has a ry omplexi 
of the morning front, farlet. to yellow,, when 
my company called, up; Wh abe naſter he 
e 4 houſhold had; dent Jong beſore, many 
thas were ineceſlary,: 3 a8-alſo; people to order wha ſh 
done: And ſesing the queen; nom upon the march, he 
had every thing alſe packt up, and, removed bag and-: ag- 
gage; the company of ladies, & be 
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her ladies and the three. conducted by 
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the muſic of nightingales and e vis al 9M "I 
path not much, 8 1 


ſung „ 8 fu n 
with her company all the way. in a li 
miles, ſhe .browght them. to a, moſt beaut 
upon an eminence in the middle, of a large plain. 
they ; were entered therein, and had een the great 
the chambers, moſtt eleguntly fitted up, and 8 8 ve 
thing (bat: watt proper, they greatly extolled it, en 
125 thereof to b 1 A- magnificent perſon. Going 4 
terwards below i ſtairs, and obſerving its ſpacious and, 

ſant court ; the cellars ſtored. with the richeſt wings, —4 


144 
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delicate ſpringas of water evgry,where: running, they com- 


1 


mended it yet more. From thence they went to rell theme 
ſelves in an open gallery (which overlookt the court) ſet 
out with all the flowers of the ſeaſon; Whither the.maſter © 
of the houſhold ht wine and ſweetmeats for their 
refreſhment. They. were now ſhew'd into the garden, 
which was dn: one ſide of the palace, and walled round 
about ; * 10 ſo full of ies at their firſt. en- 


(8170 Ft þ = e trance, 


* 


— 


* 


148 _ Te THIRD DAY. Novxr I. 
Trance, that they were more attentive in viewing every 
part, All round and thro the midſt of it were large ſtraight. 
walks covered with vines, which ſeemed” to promiſe A 
plenteous vintage; and being all in bloſſoms, they gave fo 
delicious a ſcent, join'd\with other flowers ew 1 
in the garden, that they thought themſelyes amengſt the 
RT the eaſt. The des of theſe walks were cleſed 
with white and red roſes and jeſſamine, in ſuch a man- 
ner, as to exclude the morning, and even the mid-day ſun, 
What variety of plants, an how ele ntly diſpoſed, it 
would be needleſs to mention ; fince there was nothing 
belonging to our climate, which was not. "there in great 
abundance. '- In the middle of this garden, what ſeemed 
more delightful than any thing elſe, was a plot of ground 
Hike à meadow ; the jo tp of a deep green, ſpangled with 
a thouſand different flowers, and ſet round with orange 
and cedar trees, whoſe branches were ftored' with ripe fruit 
and blofloms, at the ſame time affording a moſt pleaſing 
object to the eye, as well as a grateful-odour to the fmell. 
In the centre of this meadow was a fountain of white 
tharble, beautifully carved; and (whether by a natural or artifi« 
calfpring, I know not) em 4 figure ſtanding on a column 
in the midſt of the fountain, a jet of water ſpouted up, 


Which made a moſt agreeable found with its fall: The 


water which came from thente run thro" the meadow by 


a ſecret paſſage; when being received into canab, it ap- 
peared again, and was carried to every part of the garden, 


uniting in one ſtream at its going out; and falling. with 
foret into the plain, as to turn two mills before 
Pot thither. The ſight of this garden, its ſorm and 
confitivance, with the Tountiins and the ſpring proceeding 
from it, pleaſed the gentlemen and ladies ſo much, that 
they ſpared not to ſay, if there was a paradiſe on earth, 
it could be in no other form, nor was it poſſible to add 
any thing to it. Whilſt they were walking! about there- 
fore, diverting themſelves with weaving chaplets of flowers, 
And "Ificning to the various f of the birds, who 
ſeemed to vie with each other, a new beauty preſented 


itlelf to them, which they had before taken no notice of: 


Namely, they perceived the garden to be full of an hundred 
| t creatures: In one place they ſaw rabbits iſſuing 
forth; from another quarter they ſaw hares : Here were goats 


Ying down, and there were deer grazing, with many 


others 
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paſſing. backwards and forwards at their pleaſure, 

as tho they were tame. When their ſenſes had ſufficiently. 
ſeaſted on theſe ſeveral ae the table was ſpread by | 
the fide of the fountain, and after half a. dozen ſongs. 
and -ſome. dances, they fat down. to eat, being ſerved in, 
a ſurnptuous manner with every thing that was nice and 
elegant; and when. they had done feaſting, they fell again 
to linging and dancing, till the queen commanded them 
to give over, and permitted ſuch as. were ſo diſpoſed, to 
take their eaſe. W e ſome departed; and others, 
charmed with the pleaſantneſs of the place, ſtay d to 
read, or play at cheſs. At nine they aroſe, and went into 
the meadow to the fountain · ſide, and being ſeated there 
as uſual, they waited for the time when they ſhould be- 
gin their novels upon the ſubject which the. queen, had. 
ropoſed : The firſt who was ern to. 9 W 
brat, bes Sa to this 9 5 


* 71 42 Vx Yo @ & 


5 5 * 4 — 
2 ” 4 * 4 : 8 L +. 'v 
* 7 IR 
4 + 8 " * 8 1 
- * 
ay . 8 r 4 * 
. 8 N 
F * 74 7 
PF A x # F 1. 4 * 


# > is * 


Milet ztto IA eee F t FR e 
taken in to be gr ener er to a E of m NG and 
bes. with them ar. KR nar yo. .* 1 
22 f 1 71485 64 Jeg 

. 8 HERE are many 88 fo , gab to imagine, 

e that after a young lady | hath put on the vel, 
" ſhe is no longer ſubject to the paſſions: of ther | 

FE women ; as if by becoming a nun ſhe! was con- 

TIT. verted into ſtone : And if they hear pad 

inns; to this opinion, are as much 2 

ſome very heinous and unnatural crime was coi 

never thinking of themſelves, Who cannot be ute 

altho' they have the liberty of doing as they will; nor 
conſidering the prevalency of leiſure and ſolitude. In like 
manner, there àre others, who think that the ſpade and 
pick-ax, with hard labour and groſs feeding, quench all luſt- 
ful - appetites, depriving the people of all ſenſe and un- 
derſtanding; but how much they are both miſtaken, I hall 
at "0 queen's command 8 3 how you, keeping cloſe 

3 to 
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„ „% V% os: cx7 of ood ih er eb ati bie'y, 
to the ſubject which ſhe has given us. There was for- 


merly' in our neighbourhood. (and may be Mill) a mona- 
ſtety of nuns, famous for their 3 (Which ſhall be 
nameleſs, "becauſe T would not leſſen their characters) in 
Which were only eight young ladies with an abbeſs; there 
was alſo a gardener to look after the garden, who not being 
ſatisfiec with his ſalary, made up his accounts with their 
ſte ward, and returned to Lamporechio, from whence he 
came. Amongſt many others who were to welcome him 
home, was a young fellow called Maſerto; who inquired 
of him where he had been all that time? The honeft 
man (whoſe name was Nute) told him. The other: in- 
quired again in what capacity he ſerved the monaſtery ? 
When he replied, 1 had the care of the garden, and 
was uſed to go to the wood for faggots; I drew water 
for them alſo, with fuch like ſervices; but my wages were 
ſo ſmall that they would ſcarce find me ſhoes; and be- 
ſides they are all young and giddy, that I could do nothing 
to pleaſe them ; for when I have been in the garden, one 
would cry do this, and another do that, and a third would 
take the ſpade out of my hand, and tell me that thing 
: is in a wrong place, and they have given me ſo much 
trouble altogether, that I have left them; though the ſteward 
defired at my departure, that, if I met with a proper per- 
ſon to ſend him; but let me be hanged if I do. When 
Maſetio heard this he had a great deſire to be amongſt 
them, ſuppoſing, by what Nuto had ſaid, that he might be 
able to gain his ends; and that it might be more diffi- 
Kult, if be let the other into the ſecret. Wherefore he 
aid to him, You did very right to come away: What 
has a man to do among ſo many women? He might 
as well be with as many devils : For it is not once in 
ten times they know what they would be at. After they 
had done talking together, Maſetto began to contrive what 
method he ſhould take to get introduced; and being aſ- 
ſured, that he could do all the work that Nu had men- 
tioned, he had no fears upon that account: All the danger 
ſermed rather to be in his youth and perſon; whether 
for that reaſon he might not be rejected. After much 
thinking on the matter, he reaſoned thus with himſelf: I 
live far enough off, and no body knows me; ſuppoſe I feign 
myſelf dumb, they will certainly receive me then. Reſolved 
of this, without ſaying a word where he . 
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takes an ax upon his ſhoulder, and goes like a poor, man to 
- the monaſtery ; and finding the ſte ward in the; monaſtery: 
Curt, he made ſigns like à dumb perſon fox a. little bread; 
and that he would cleave; wood if they had any occaſion. 
The ſteward gave him ſomething to eat, and afterwards.  _* 
ſhowed him diverſe pieces: of wood, which Nute was nett 
able to rend, but which he in a little time (being very ſtrong) 
ſplit all to pieces. The ſteward having occaſion to go to 
the wood, takes him along with him; where cauſing him 
to fell ſeveral trees, by ſigns he made him load the ab. 
| therewith, and: drive him home beſorè him: This he did 
very well z and the ſteward wanting him for other things, 
he continued there for ſeveral days, till at length the abbeſs 
ſaw bim, who asked the ſteward what the man did there? 
Madam (he replies) this is a poor man deaf and dumb, 
who came the other day to ask charity, which 1 gave him, 
and he hath done many things for us ſince: 1 believe, if 
he knows any thing of a garden, and could be prevailed. 
upon to ſtay, that he might be of good ſervice; for we 5 
want ſuch a perſon; and he is ſtrong, and will do what - | 
work we pleaſe: beſides there will be no fear of his ſe- 
ducing any of the young ladies. Why truly, quoth the 
abbeſs, you ſay right: Do you ſee if he knows, bow 
to work, and try to keep him; and make much of him, 
giving him a pair of ſhoes, and an old coat, and let his 
belly be filled with victuals. Which the ſteward pro- 
miſed to do. Maſettio, who was at no great diſtance, 
but ſeemed buſy in ſweeping the court, heard all, this, 
and ſaid merrily to himſelf, Ves, if you let me ſtay here, 
III do your' bulneſs, with a witneſs. . Now the ſteward, 
perceiving that he knew how to work, inquires of him by, 
figns.if be was willing to ſtay; and the other made him 
to underſtand. that he was: — wherefore hay ing taken 
him into the garden, he ſhow'd him what he would have, 
done, and goes about other buſineſs relating to, the, mo- 
naſtery. Now the nuns. uſed. to come every day: to teaze 
and laugh at him, ſaying any thing before him, . imagining 
that he heard them not. Which the abbeſs took no no- 
tice of, not opprehending. the. leaſt danger: And one day 
being laid down to reſt himſelf, two nuns, who were 
Walking in. the garden, came to the place where he pre- 
* tended to be aſleep; and as they food looking upon him, 
ane 1 Was. a lite: more forward, * the other, faid, 


L 4 could 


5 The T HURD! D 
could 1 be aſſured of your: 


ſetyice to your ſelf. Says: the other, 
for I will never diſcloſe l. When the 7 Riſe nun 
this matmer: We are kept here in ſtrict eonfinem yr; 
not 4 man ſuffered to comè near us, but our — 
_ who is old, and this dumb man ; WH² Nef L have often had 
à mind to try what the ch is made of; for he is the 
fitteſt in the world for our purpoſe, being ſuch. an idiot 
that he cannot expoſe us if he would: What is/your-opis- 
5 — Alas! yaoth the other, what is that you ſay? D 


know that we have promiſed our virginity to 2 


Gn ! but ſiſter (ſhe replied) how many things do We 
miſe every. day, which” we never perform? If we — 

there will be others found that ſhall be more 
 punual, | But, ſays the other lady, if we ſhould be with 
child,” what would become of us then? She replied, you 
think 6f the worſt before it happens: It will be time 
ensugh then to talk of that: There are à thoufand ways 
of managing in ſuch a caſe, that no body ſhall ever be 


the wiſer, unleſs we ourſelves make the diſeovery. She 


was fie prevafled upon, and faid to the other lady, How 


ſhall we cbntfwe this matter. Whilſt the other replied; 


Vou ſce it is about nine of clock, and I believe our 
AKiſters are all aſſeep; let us look round the garden, and 
if no body be in it, what have we to do, 

of us to lead him into yonder arbdur, whilſt the ather þ 


watch. This was dene accordingly 3/ and they "uſed co 


ſer ye one "another - in the ſame fnuhner, till ut length 
were dico vered by the other nuts, WEO all toe 
the fame liberty: And laſt of all the lady abbets herſelfy 
excited by the fame curioſity, had him edhveyed: into her: 
chamber; and kept him there ſeveral days; till 2 
Gtished His inchnations, he now: refolved to deaf. One: 
_ night? therefore he broke his long ſilence, and dequaitted: 
her With his intentions of going away. She” Was In the 
utmidſt uſtoniſhment to hear hit ſpeak; and ſald, What is 
_ the meaning of this? I thought you had deen darts,” 
Madam (replied he) fo I Was, bur not naturally; T had 
à long diſorder, which deprived me of my ſpeech, and 
which Was reſtored to me but this night,  fof which 1 


afl very thankful. The lady was too prudent to let him 


depart, for” fear of bis ſcandalifing'the monaſteryy' and in 


ſome 
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ſome little time, the ſteward happening to die, he was ap- 
pointed to ſucceed him: And people were made to believe 


: 7 


that their prayers, together with the merits of the faint 
to whom the Ks ns was dedicated, had effected this 
miracle. The affair Was carried on ſo privately after- 
wards among them, that there was no ſuſpicion of that 
fort, till after che death of the abbeſs z when Adaſerrs, being 
now in years, and wealthy, was deſirous of going home: 
And their manner of living. being no longer a ſecret, his 
deſire was the mare readily complied with. Thus taking 
no care of his children, but bequeathing them to the place 
Where they were bred and born, he returned to his na 
tive place, having made. ſuch a benefit 
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an equery. 3 to nod Agitulf 15 with. 7 
gucen; of which the king making a ſecret diſco- 


ver, ſet a mark upon bim, by ſhearing” the bair 


F bis head: Whereupou he who was ſo ſhorn, cut 
that of his fellow-ſervants in like manner, and fo ef | 
caped farther puniſhment. 


mz HILOSTRATUS having concluded his novel, 
which made the ladies ſometimes bluſh, and 
ſometimes ſmile, the queen ordered Fenin 

to follow, who began pleafantly in this man- 
ner. There are ſome people ſo indiſcreet, in 
| appearing to know what they had better be unacquainted 
with, that 1 think by reproving other peoples inad- 
vertencies to leſſen their own ſhame; whereas they make 
that vaſtly greater. This I ſhall-ſhew to be true, by 
its contrary ; ſetting forth the ctaft which a certain fel- 
low (of no more account than Maſetto) made uſe of 
to outwit a very wiſe and worthy. prince, Agilulf king 
of Lombardy fixt the ſeat of his kingdom (as his prede- 
ceſſors had done) at Pavia; having taken to wife Theu- 
delinga late queen to Vetari, who was king of Lombardy 
likewiſe ; a beautiful and moſt virtuous lady, but unhappy 
in having a lover, The affairs of the kingdom being now 
in 2 proſperous way, by the good management of king 
Agilulf, it happened, that one of the queen's equeries (a man 
of low extract, tho' in other reſpects far above the ſtation 
wherein he was placed; comely and alſo graceful in his perſon 
as. the king himſelf) fell immoderately in love with her. 
low rank did not prevent his ſeeing the inconve- 
nience with which this paſſion might be ed, 3 we 
ore 
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fore he was ſo wiſe: as to make diſcovery: of it to no 
one; nor even ſo much as by his looks to herſelf. And 
tho he lived without the leaſt | hopes of ever attaining his 
deſire, yet he could not help glory ing, in having fixt his: 


affections ſo high; and being entirely captivated, he took 


more than ordinary care (far beyond the reſt of his fellow 
ſervants) to do every thing that he thought would pleaſe 
her. Whence it happened, that if ſhe had a mind to 
ride out at any time, ſhe oftener rid the horſe that he had 
the care of than any other ; which he eſteemed as à ſin- 
gular fa vour, never ſtirring from the ſtirrup; and could 
he but touch her cloaths, he was then the happieſt man 
in the world. But as we often ſee that love moſt violent, 
where there is the leaſt probability of ſucceſs, ſo it hap= 
pened to this groom; for his paſſion was ſuch, he being 
without the leaſt hope whatever, that he often reſolved 
(as he was unable to diſcloſe; it) to dye. Conſidering in 
what manner, he reſolved at length that it ſhould be dene 
in a way to convince her that it was for her ſake : Yet 
he was willing firſt to try his fortune, if it was poſſible 
to obtain his deſire, not by ſpeaking, or even writing to 
her to make her ſenſible of his love (for he knew both 
were to no purpoſe) but chuſing rather to do it by ſtrata- 
gem; which was ſome way or other to perſonate the king, 
and ſo to get admittance into her chamber. In order then 
to ſee in what dreſs and manner his majeſty uſed to go to 
the queen, he hid himſelf often in the night in a great 
room of the palace, that was between the king's apartment 
and that of the queen; and one night he ſaw the king 
come out of his chamber, wrapt in a large mantle with a 
lighted torch in one hand, and a wand in the other, and go 
to the queen's lodging room, when without ſpeaking a word, 
he would knock two or three times at the door with his 
ſick, and it was immediately opened, and the torch taken 
out of his hand; which being obſerved by him, and ſeeing 
the king return in like manner, he determines to do the 
fame: Accordingly he procures ſuch a mantle as that of 
the king's, with a torch and wand; and having firſt waſh'd 
himſelf very clean, that the ſmell of the ſtables might 
not make a diſcovery to the queen of what he was, he 
hid himſelf as uſual till every one was aſleep, which he 

thought a fit time either to ſucceed in his defires, or to bring 
upon himſelf, hy a moſt daring cauſe, that death he had 


long 
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long wiſh'd for. Therefore he ſtruck alight, with which: 


he Eindled his torch, and folding himſelf well in the mantle, 
ping twice with his ſticx. The door 


he goes to the door, ra 


was immediately opened by a damſcl: half aſleep, who took. 


the light out of "is hand, and ſet it in a corner of the room, 
whilſt he ſtrips off his ne and goes into the queen's bed. 
There he had the full gratification: of his wiſlies, without a 
word being ſpoke to each other; (for he knew the King's 
temper at certain times, and eſpecially when he was diſturbed, 
was ſuch, that he would neither ſpeak himſelf, nor be ſpoken, 
(o; and having ſtay'd as long as he thought it was ſafe to 
ay, he takes his mantle and torch, and ſteals ſoftly to his 
ewn bed. He was ſcarce got therein before the king came 
eo the queen's chamber, at which ſhe was much ſurprized, 
— the boldneſs then to ſay to him, My lord, what 
z the meaning of your returning ſo quickly ? 11 is but this 
moment that you left me, and then you ſtaid longer than 
uſual. The king, at hearing this, concluded that ſhe: was 
impoſed upon by ſome body or other, who had aſſumed 
his perſon and manner: But like a wiſe man, when hg 
found that ſhe was intirely ignorant of it, as well as every 
one elſe, he reſolved that fhe ſhould continue ſo: Not like a 
great many ſimple people, who would have been apt to ay, 
I never was with you to-night before: Who: was it that was 

Here? How did he come? In what manner did he go away? 
All which muſt have given the lady great uneaſineſs, and the 
thing would have been in every one's mouth. | Whereas by 
his diſcreet filence, he avoided both the one and the other. 
Seeming then more at eaſe in his Joo ks and talk, than he was 
really in his mind; he ſaid to her, and is my coming again 


to you ſo ſoon diſagteable? However I will leave yau for td 


night. Being now highly incenſed againſt the villain, that 
durſt preſume to do him that injury, he leaves the room, 
reſolving to find him. out if it was poſſible; for he concluded 
he muſt be in the houſe, as there ſegmed: no way for him to 
have got out. Taking a ſmall light therefore in a lantern, 
he goes into a long chamber in his palace which was over 
the ſtables, where all his family lay in different beds: And 
ſuppoſing whoever he was that he ſhould find a difference in 
the beating of his heart and pulſe, he began to examine them 


all from one end to the other. They were every one aſleep | 


except that perſon who had been with the queen, who ſeeing 
the king come into the room, — the eee 
= T4 #14 on | 
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ſion was, thought it beſt to counterfeit ſleep, and to ſee 
what he meant to do. His majeſty had now laid his hand 
pon many of them, without finding cauſe to ſuſpect ally 
one, till coming to chat perſon, he immediately ſaid to him- 
ſelf, This is the man. Being deſirous that no body ſhould 
know any thing of his deſigns, he at preſent did "nothing 
more, than juſt cut. off Mh a pair of ſciſſori, which he had in 
his pocket, a part of his hair, which they wore very long 
at that time, in order to know him again the next morning; 
and ſo returned ditectly do his chamber. The man war 
wiſe enough to know what was the intent of this: Where- 
fore without more to do taking a pair of ſeiſſors which they 
uſed for their horſes, he clips all the peoples hair above their 
ears in like manner; and goes to bed again, without being 
perceived by any one. In the morning the king aroſe, and 
ordered, before the palace gates were opened; that his whole 
family ſhould come before him, which accordingly they did, 
ſtanding with their heads uncovered*; "when he began to 
view them one after another, to find out the perſon whor 
he had marked; and petceiving that many of them had 
their hair cut alike." he der, and faid to bins 
ff: This fellow; tho” he be of low extract, i of no com- 
mon underſtanding. Wherefore ſeeing that he could no 

y find out the perſon, without making à great ſtir and 
noiſe; and unwilling alſo to 4 xp 2 thame of that ſort for 
che fake df 2 little re he thought it beſt to let the 
perſon know by a word 'or two, that he Was obſerved, and 
to'admoniſh Him for the future. © Then turning to them 
all, he faid, Whoever he is, let him do fo no more; and alia 
Adout your 'bufiriels,” Another perſon would have put the 
to the rack, to find out what would be much better — 
cealed, and which when diſcovered (what revenge foever 
Was taken) would inſtead of leffening, have enhanced thedif- 
ce, and brought difhonour upon the lady. They all won⸗ 
ed at hearing the Fing's words, ure — one another, what 


Steer to underſtand them, bert due man aimed at; 
Who kept it to himſelf fo long as the king wy never 
e to run the like * any more. 
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4 Lally ee pretence of euerer oh: a pet con- 
7 being in love with a young gentleman, makes 
" @ ſanttified Frier bring them together, without 
l knowing, any thing 9 ber intention. 


4 
bo 


EH E —.— and great. ſubtilty. of N 
were as much commended, as the king's e extra- 
ordinary diſcretion ; when, the (queen, turning 
to Philomena, bade hes, follow, who began plea- 
** ſantly in this manner: I deſign to acquaint you 
with a trick, which a certain lady put upon a frier; which 
will be ſo much more agreeable to us lay-people, as they 
are a ſet of folks who think themſelves both better and 
wiſer than other people; whereas it is quite otherwiſe, 
y being for the moſt | part ſuch perſons, as are unable 
| to. raiſe. themſelves in the world, and therefore take ſhelter 
in places where they may be maintained in lazineſs and 
þ 6 This then I ſhall do, not ſo much out of 
compliance with the order enjoined me,. as to ſhow you, 
that even the religious themſelves, to whom we over-cre- 
dulous women yield too implicit a faith, may be, and 
1 5 ars trick d and impoſed on, not by the men only, 
even by us. In our city (more full of caft and deceit, 
Ho friendſhip and faithful dealing) there lived not long 
Jince a lady, whoſe beauty and good behaviour made her 
equal to moſt of her ſex; whoſe name, as well as that of 
every other perſon concerned in this novel, I ſhall 
leave to conceal, out of regard to ſome perſons that "might - 
be offended, who may now paſs this over with a ſmile: 
'T his lady, 1 ſay, knowing herſelf to be nobly deſcended, 
| Ad being married to a tradeſman, who was a clothier 


* 


. I 3 
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- ſhe:could by no means bring down her FEAR af 1 7 nu 
her deem a man of that rank (however rich he was) 28s 
unworthy of a gentlewoman: And obſerving: that he bail 

not the leaſt under ſtanding in any thing out of his own 
buſineſs, ſhe determines not to admit of his embraces amy 

0 farther than ſhe was obliged; but to make choice of a 
gallant that ſhould be more worthy of her. Accordingly 
ſhe fell in love: with a gentleman (of ſuitable * to 

| "that degree, that;unle&:ſhe ſaw; him every day, ſbe con 
get nd reſt at night. But he knowing nothing of the 
matter, had not the leaſt; regard to her; whilſt ſhe was 

ſo cautious, that ſhe would neither truſt to letters nur 
meſſages, for fear of danger: And knowing that he was 

much acquainted; with a certain frier, one of a gioſs 1 
ſon, yet eſteemeT: by all as a very religious man, {ſhe 

. jugded that he — 5 be the fitteſt agent to go my 

ber and her lover. After thinking Which would be the 
propereſt method to take, ſhe. goes one day to that chureh 
to which he belonged, and having called him aſide, ſhe 
told him, that when he was at leiſure, ſhe had a mind 
to confeſs. The frier ſeeing her to be a perſon of di- 
ſtinction, immediately gave leave, and when that was ovet, 
ſhe ſaid, I am come to you, father, for our advice and 
aſſiſtance. I. have informed you of my relations and my 
husband, who loves me more than his own life, and Who 

« (as he is very rich) obliges me in every thing that I ask 
for; for which reaſon I love him more than I do my- 
ſelf ; but ſetting apart what I would do for him, Was 
1 capable ſo much as of harbouring a thought which ſhould 
be contrary to his honour, and will, 1 ſhould judge no woman 

more deſerving of death than myſelf. Now there is a 

perſon whoſe name I am a ftranger to, but Who ſeems to 
be of ſome figure, and, if I miſtake not, an acquaintance 
of yours, a well- looking man with brown cloaths, Whoé 

being unacquainted perhaps with my upright intentions, 
ſeems to lay conſtant wait for me; nor an I fir out 
of door, or fo much as to the window, but he is always there: 

1 wonder he is not after me now, which gives me in- 

finite concern, becauſe ſuch things often bring ſeandal upon 

us. Sometimes I have thoughts of letting my brothers 
know; ; but then, I conſider, that men frequently deliver 
meſſages in ſuch a manner, that words enſue, and from 


words blows: Wherefore to eee | 
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hae hitherto held tongue, reſolving to [acquaint 
| wy. rather than any 5 e eee ee — you are 
Bis friend, and as it is your dut to correct ſuch abuſes, 
not only in friends, but alſo in I anitreat you 
then for God's ſake, that you — im to leave 
off thoſe. ways: There are other ladies enough, who may 
He of that ſtamp and would be proutl uf a gallant; but I 
am another ſort of a perſon, and ſuch à thing gives: methe 
greateſt uneaſineſs. 
head, as if ſhe was to weep 
mediately underſtood who the perſon ſhe meant, was; and 
Having commended her forher good diſpaſition, believing it was 
All true that ſhe faid, he promiſed to take. care, that ſne 
ſhould have no more diſturbance of that kind; and knowing 
Her to be rich, recommends works of charity, and alm(- 
giving to her, mentioning his own particular neceſſities. 
The lady then ſaid; IL beg of you, ſir, if he ſhould deny it, 
to tell him -without any ſcruple, that I informed you 
myſelf, and am very uneaſy about it. Having nom con- 
ſeſſod, and remembring what he had told her concerning, 
ſhe: put a ſum: of money into this hand, deſiring 
dhe would ſay maſs for the ſouls of her decenaſed friends; 
and riſing from his feet, ſhe departed to her own houle. 
In ſome little time, the gentleman came according to 


upon indifferent matters, takes him aſide; and ireproves him 


ina gentle manner for his deſign upon the lady t. He was 


much ſurprized, having never taken any notice of her, and 
but ſeldom paſt by che houſe; * zexeuſed 
himſelf, but the other weuld not ſuffer him; and aid, 


Never pretend to be ſurprized, nor ſpend your breath an | 


denying it, for it's to no manner of — This is 0 
common report, he herſelf told me; ſueh behaviour is very 
n you: And let me tell you, if there is a 
woman in the world averſe to ſuch Yollies, "it! he: 
-'W herefore for her comfort and your own credit, I ex- 
- Hort you to refrain, and let ker live in quiet. Fhe 
gentleman, more quiek of apprehenſion chan the frier, eaſily 
tool the lady's meaning; and feeming ts be ont of ban 
© eenanee, | promiſed to concern ' himfelf with her no more: 
Accordingly he took his leave, and went directly towards 
che lady's houſe, who was hoking Sur” for him 


cl "EP — and who now appeared 0 gracious and well 


pleaſed, 


2 ſhe: hangs down her 
i 2 father 0 


Suftom to the frier; who after talking a while to hin 


Nover III. Te THERD DAY. 161 
pleaſed at the ſight of him, that he found himſelf not 
miſtaken : And from that time he uſed frequently to paſs 
that way, under the pretence of other buſineſs, to her 
great ſatisfaction. In ſome time, when the lady perceived 
that ſhe was as agreeable to him, as he had been to her; 
and being willing to give him ſome farther proofs of 
her affection, ſhe returns to the frier, and throwing herſelf 
at- his feet in the church, ſhe began to lament moſt grie- 
vouſty. He ſeeing this, asked with a great deal of con- 
cern, what new accident had happened? When ſhe replied ; 
It is only that curſed friend of yours, whom I complained 
to you of the other day: I think. in my conſcience, he is 
born to be a perpetual plague to me, and to make me do what 
I ſhould never think of otherwiſe ; nor ſhall I ever dare 
afterwards to lay myſelf at your feet, What, fays the 
frier, and doth he continue ſtill to give you trouble ? 
Indeed fir, quoth ſhe, fince J have made my complæł int 
to you, he ſeems to do it of meer ſpite; and for once 
that he ufed to tome this way before, he now paſſes at 
leaft ſeven times. And would to God thoſe walks, and 
wanton gazings would content him; for he is now grown 
ſo audacious and impudent, that no longer fince than yeſter- 
day, he ſenta woman to my houſe with his nonſenſe, and, 
as if I had wanted purſes and girdles, he ſends me a purſe 
and girdle ; at which I was and am ftilt fo much offended, 
that had not the fear of God, and regard to you prevented 
me, I had certainly done ſome wicked thing or other. 
But I kept my temper, nor would do or ſay any thing, 
till J had firſt made you acquarnted. Moreover, having 
returned thofe things to the woman that brought them, 
with the intent that ſhe ſhould carry them back, and after 
giving her an angry farewel, fearing afterward leſt ſhe 
might keep them herfelf, and tell him F had received them, 
as I am told thoſe people oftendo, I called her back, and took 
them out of her hand ir great rage, and have now brought 
them to you, that you may give them to him again, and 
tell him, that I want nothing that belongs to him; for, thank 
God and my husband, I have purſes and girdles enough. 
Wherefore, good father, I now tell you, that if he doth 
not deſiſt, E will immediately acquaint my husband and 
my brethren; for happen what will, I had much rather 
that he ſhould ſuffer, if it muſt be ſo, than that I my 
folf ſhould bear any blame on his account, And having 

eee aid 
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faid this, ſhe takes a rich purſe and girdle from under her gouin, 


ſhedding abundance of tears, and threw 'em into the frier's 
lap: Who believing all ſhe had told him, was diſturbed 
beyond meaſure, and ſaid, I do not wonder, daughter, that 
| you make yourſelf uneaſy for theſe things, nor can J blame 

you; but e commend you for following my inſtruc- 
tions. I reproved him the other day, and he has ill per- 
formed what he promiſed: however I will give him ſuch 
a reprimand, for what he hath done before, and now allo, 
that he ſhall be no more a plague to you; for God's ſake then, 
do not ſuffer yourſelf to be hurried away by paſſion, ſo as 
to tel} any one; becauſe it may be of bad conſequence. 
Never fear any blame to yourſelf, for I will bear teſtimony 
of your virtue, both to God and man, The lady ſeemed 
now to be a little comforted ; and leaving this diſcourſe, as 
well knowing the avarice of him and his brethren, ſhe 
 faid, Holy father, for ſome nights paſt, many of my re- 


f : : 4 


lations have appeared to me in viſion, demanding, alms; 


eſpecially my mother, who ſeemed to be in ſuch affliction, 


tttat it was terrible to behold : I believe it is her concern 


to ſee me in all this trouble, thro? this moſt wicked fellow : 


Wherefore I deſire for the ſake of their ſouls, that you 


would ſay the forty maſſes of St. Gregory, that God may 


deliver them from that fiery penance ;' and having faid 
this, ſhe put into his hand a florin of gold. The holy father 
received it very chearfully ; confirming her devotion by 
good words, and diverſe examples; and having given her 
his bleſſing, let her depart. When ſhe was gone, never 

thinking how he was impoſed upon, he ſends ſor his friend; 
Who finding him a little out of temper, ſuppoſed he had 


been diſcourſing with the lady, and he waited to hear what 


he would ſay; who accordingly began with his former re- 
proofs, chiding him ſeverely for what the lady had now 
complained, concerning his offered preſent, :"Fhe. honeft 


gentleman, who as yet could not gueſs where all this 


tended, ſeemed faintly to deny his ſending a purſe and 
_ girdle, that he might not be intirely diſcredited by the 
good man, if it ſhould have happened that the lady had 
given him any ſuch thing: At which the frier in a good 


deal of paſſion ſaid: How can you deny it, you wicked 
man ? Behold, here it is; ſhe herſelf brought it me with 


tears: See if you know it again. The gentleman appeared 
quite aſhamed, and ſaid, Yes, indeed I know.it, I confeſs 1 
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gave him the purſe and girdle; and exhorting him to 


do fo no more, he let him go about his buſineſs. The gen- 


tleman, now convinced of the lady's good will towards 


him, and that this was her preſent, goes overjoy'd to a 


-place, where he might obtain the fight of her, and 


ſhows her both the purſe and girdle, which gave her 


at ſatisfaction, as her ſcheme ſeemed now to take ef- 
a. And as nothing was now wanting to compleat 
36 but the: husband's abſence, it fell out ſoon after, that 
he was obliged to go to Gema; and no ſooner had he 
mounted his horſe, and was depatted, but ſhe goes again 
to the holy man, and after making great complaints and 
lamentations, ſhe ſaid, Good father, I tell you plainly 
that I can no longer ſuffer this; but as I promiſed to 


do nothing without firſt conſulting you, I am come to 
excuſe myſelf to you; and to convince you that J have 


great reaſon to be uneaſy, I will tell you what your friend, 


that devil incarnate, did this very morning. I know not by 


what ill fortune he came to know that * husband went to 
Genoa yeſterday; but ſo it is, this morning he came into 
my garden, and got upon a tree to my witidow, which 


Jooks into the garden, which he opened, and would have 
come into the chamber; when I aroſe, and was beginning 


to cry out, and ſhould habe done ſo, had he not begged of 
me for God's fake and yours to be merciful; telling me who 


he was: Wherefore I ran and ſhut the window. Now 


judge you if theſe things are to be endured ; *tis upon your 
account only that I have ſuffered: them ſo long. The frier 
das the moſt uneaſy man in the world, at hearing this 
And are you ſure, ſays he, that it was that perſon, and no 
other? Bleſs me ! quoth ſhe, do you think I could be. fo 


\miſtaken ? I tell you it was be; and if he ſhould deny it, 


don't believe him. Daughter, quoth the frier, I can ſay 
no more than this, that it was a moſt vile audacious action, 
and you have done your duty : But I beg of you, as God 
has preſerved you hitherto from difſhonour, and you have 


followed my advice twice before, that you would do fo 
now; leave it then to me, without ſaying a word to any of 


your relations, and ſee if I cannot manage this devil un- 


cn whom I always took for a ſaint: If I can reclaim- 


M 2 | him 
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have done very ill; and I promiſe you, now. I know her. dif} © 


poſition, that you ſhall have no more complaints upon 
this ſcore; After many ſuch like words, the ſimple frier 
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him from this lewdneſs, it will be well; if not, along with 
my benediction, I ſhall give you leave to do as you ſhall 
think moſt proper. For this once then, quoth ſhe, I will 
give no trouble; but do you take care that he be not offenſive 
for the time to come, for I promiſe you to come no - moxe 
upon this account; and without more words, ſhe went away 
ſeemingly very uneaſy. She was ſcarce got out of the church, 
but in cometh the gentleman, when he took him aſide, 
uſing all the opprobrious language that could be given. to 
a- man, calling him both villain and traitour; whilſt he, 
who had undergone theſe rebukes twice before, ſtood in 
great perplexity, waiting for him to ſpeak firſt z but at laſt 
(he ſaid, Why what have I done to deſerve this treatment? 
When the frier replied, Mark the impudence of the fellow. 
He ſpeaks neither better nor worſe, than if theſe things had 
happened ſome years ago, and were now out of his mind. Pray 
have you forgot whom you injured this morning? Where 
was you a little before day-break ? That I cannot tell, re- 
plies the other; but you ſoon hear of it, where ever I was. 
Tuoou fay right, quoth he, I did hear of it: I ſuppoſe you 
thought your ſelf ſure, now the husband is from home? A 
very pretty fellow truly | he gets into people's gardens in 
the night, and climbs up the walls by the help of the trees! 


Fou think, I ſuppoſe, that you ſhall be able to ſeduce the 


lady by your importunity, that you get up to the win- 
dos at nights in that manner. There is nothing ſhe fo 
much deteſts as yourſelf, and yet you will perſiſt, Truly, 
2 are much the better for vhat has been faid to you; 

ut I affure you ſhe has hitherto held her peace purely at my 
requeſt, and not out of the leaft regard to you: But ſhe 


will conceal it no longer; and T have now conſented, if you 


give her any farther diſturbance, to let her take her own 
, courſe. What would become of you, ſhould ſhe tell her 
brothers of it? Fhe honeſt man now perceived what he had 
to do, and having. quieted the frier with large promiſes, 
took his leave ; and the following night got into the garden, 
and fo up by the tree into the window, which was ope 

and where the lady ſtood as meeting him: Who received him 
with much joy, giving many thanks to the holy father for 
ſhewing him the way; and from that time they had fre- 
quent opportunities of being together, without ſtanding in 
any farther need of ſuch a mediator. | 4." <a 
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The THIRD DAY. 


NOVEL IV. 


” Fe. 4 


A young Givi named er ne one 3 8 : 


be may be ſaved, by performing a penance which be 
 ſhewed bim: This he put in execution, and in the 
mean time Felix bas to do with his wife. 


TER H EN 8 had finiſhed - her ſtory, which 
By was much commended by Dianeus, the. 5 
> caſting her eyes on Pamphilus, ſaid: 
continue this amuſement by ſome ſtory. that ben al 
| be agreeable, He replied, That he was ver 
willing, and began thus; Some people there are, who whilſt 
they endeavour to get to heayen themſelves, inadvertently 
ſend others thither ; which was the caſe of a,neighbour of 
ours, as you ſhall hear, Near to St, Brancazia, as I am 
informed, there lived an honeſt man, and one of good ſub- 
ſtance, whole name was Puccia di Rinieri, who being ſpi- 
ritually minded, and having much converſe with the Fran-: 
ciſcans, was uſually called frier Puccio : This man, I ſay, 
regarding only his religious affairs, and having no family 
beſides a wife and a maid ſervant, uſed to be conftantly at 
church, ſpending his whole time in ſaying his Paten naſſers, 
ring ſermoys, and going to maſſes ; and for faſting, . and 
all kings of hol y diſcipline, he was as devout. as the beſt, 
His wife, whoſe name was Jſabella, a lady of about twenty 
eight N. of age, and as freſh as a roſe, was fick of all 
this faſting, and would gladly have bgen at reſt many 
times when he was recounting to her the holy life of our 
Lord, the preachings of father Anaſtaſius, +84 the lamen- 
tations of Mary Magdalen. Now at that time there re- 


turned from Pari a monk belonging to the conyent of St. 
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= 6 Toe THIRD DAY. Novz.IVoÞ || N 
Brancazio, a comely young man, of good parts and learn- you 
ing, with whom our Puccio contracted an acquaintancez I are 
and being able to ſol ve all his ſcruples, and appearing to be ſuc 

N very religious, frier Puccio would frequently invite him to ſm 
5 his houſe both to dine and ſup, whilſt his wife ſhewed him art 
great civility on her husband's account. Coming often to TE: 

the houſe in this manner, he ſoon caſt his eye upon Puccio's m 
wife, and as he perceived himſelf to be no way diſagreeable y 
to her, he took the firſt opportunity of making a diſcovery da 

of his inclinations; but tho? he found her diſpoſed to a 1 
compliance, he could in no wiſe contrive the means, for- h 

ſhe would go no where out of her own houſe, and there it n 

could not be, for Puccio was never far from home, which — 

8 threw him into a kind of deſpair. At laſt it came into A 
4 his head how the thing might be carried on in the houſe, n 
without any ſuſpicion, tho the husband was there all the ſ 


time; and being one day together, he ſpoke to Pugcio in t 
tis manner: I underſtand, brother Puccio, that all your de- t 
fire is to become holy; but it ſeems to me as if you took 
quite a round-about way, whilſt there is a much ſhorter path, | 
which the pope 'and the other great prelates know and fol- | 
low, yet are unwilling it ſhould be divulged, for the fake of | 
the clergy, that live chiefly on the charities of the people, 
who then would have no farther need to give them alms, 
Now as you are my friend, and have entertained me well at 
your houſe, if I thought you would tell no perſon, and 
would regard it, 1 ſhould reveal it to you. Puccio' was 
extremely impatient to know the ſecret, ſwearing by all 
that was ſacred never to divulge it without his conſent, 
And promifing, if poſſible, to obſerve it. As you make 
* this promiſe,” quoth the other, I will tell you: Vou muſt 
underſtand then, that the holy doctors of the church main- 
tain, that penance, in the manner I am going to lay down, 
is neceſſary to happineſs. © But take notice, I do not ſay, that 
after this penance you ſhall be no more capable of ſinning: 
No; all the fins committed before that time ſhall be for- 
given, and the ſins afterwards ſhall not be numbered to your 
damnation ;' but you may waſh them away with holy 
water, like other venial ſins. A man then muft begin this 
penance* by a ſtrict confeſſion of all his ſins: After which, 
faſting and abſtinence are neceſſary for forty days; during 
_ which ſpace you muſt refrain even from your own wife: 
zeſides this, you muſt have ſome place in your houſe where 
ENS T. Ce CORE, 3 : p "OT * you 
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you may look towards heaven all night long : Thither you. 
are to go in the evening, where a table is to be fixed in 


| ſuch a manner, that as you ſtand upon your feet, the | 


ſmall of your back muſt lean upon it, whilſt your arms 
are extended like a crucifix; and if you can make them, 
reach to any peg of wood, it is ſo much the better. In this 
manner you are to gaze towards heaven, without altering 
your poſture till the morning; and if you had been a ſcho- 
lar, you ſhould have repeated ſome prayers which I would 
have taught you; but as you are not, you muſt T three 
hundred Pater Nafters, with ſo many Ave Maria's in ho- 
nour to the 'Trinity ; and fixing your eyes upon heaven, you 
are ſtill to remember God the creator of heaven and earth, 

and to bear in mind Chriſt's paſſion, ſtanding in "the. man- 
ner that he was nailed to the croſs; and when the bell 
ſounds in the morning, you may throw yourſelf upon your 
bed to ſleep: You muſt afterwards go to church, and hear 
three maſſes at leaſt, and fay fifty Pater neflers, and the like 
number of Ave Maria s; and when this is done, you: may 
go. fairly and honeſtly about any buſineſs you ſhall have to 
do; afterwards get your dinner, and be at church in the 
evening, where you muſt ſay a few prayers which I ſhall 
give you in writing, without which all would ſignify no- 
thing; and in the evening return as before: And if you 
follow this method, as I have formerly done, L hope be- 
fore the expiration of your penance, that you will perceive 

wonderful things of the eternal beatitudes; ſuppoſing, at the 
ſame time, ale you are throughly deyout;- Puccio then 
replied : This is no ſuch long and grievous affair, and with 
God's leave I will begin next Sunday; and taking his leave, 
he went and related the whole to his wife : She immediately 
underſtood what the meaning was of his ſtanding in that 
place till the morning, and made anſwer, That ſhe was fa- 
tisfied with that, or any thing elſe that he ſhould do for the 
good of his ſoul ; and, to render his penance more effectual, 
ſhe meant to keep him company with faſting, but with no- 
thing elſe ; ſo far they were agreed : And when Sunday 
came he entered upon his courſe, whilſt the monk came 
every evening to ſup with her, bringing with him plenty of 
maat and drink, and he ſtay'd with her always till morn- 
ing, when it was Puccio's time to come to bed. Now the 
room that he had fixed upon for his penance was next to 


tliat . the lady lay 3 and one night "OY ju = 


x 
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thro! an hundred of his Pater Ne ers, be thought he 


= heard ſomething of a noiſe in the next room; and making 


| herſelf: You, know very well J can never fleep when I 
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a full ſtop there, he calls out to know what was the 


meaning of it. She made anſwer, and ſaid, laughing t6 


go to bed faſting ; and that is the caſe now. Poor Puccio 
imagined, that her not ſleeping was really occaſioned by her 
going to bed without her ſupper: Wherefore he ſaid very 


| honeſtly and kindly to her, 'T have always bid you not to 


faſt; but ſince you would do it, even try and reſt as well 
as you can. She replied : Do you take care of the affair 
ou are now upon, never fear but J ſhall ds well enough. 
jo this manner they went on, during the whole time of 
penance, and they contrived means of being frequently to- 
gether afterwards; ' ſo that, to make my firſt and laſt 
words agree, whilſt Puccio was aiming only to get to hea- 
ven himſelf ; he made the monk, who had ſhowed him 


the way, extremely happy, as well . 
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The: THIRD DAY. 


NOVEL V. 


Ricciardo, enen the 3 hal a e of 
' '@ fine” borſe to Franciſco Vergelleſi, upon condi- 
tion that be ſhould have the liberty of a little 
diſcourſe wwith bis wife; and ſhe making him no 
reply, he anſwers far her, which n has 
os ett. 


W 
* 


Rae HE ladies all ſmiled at Pamphilays 2 when 
te queen laid her next commands upon Eliza, 
wo who began pretty ſmartly, according to her uſual 
manner, to this effect. There are many people 
'wha know ſo much, that they think others 
—* nothing at all; and who whilſt they are deſigning 
to over- reach others, are themſelves out-witted: - wherefers 
I hold that perſon -very -unwiſe, who put's another man's 
wits to the teſt, without any. occaſion : But as all of uu 
may not be of my opinion, I will tell you what hap- 
pened to a knight of Piſfaia. In the town of Piſtoia 
there lived not long ſince a knight named Franciſco, of 
the family of the Vergelleſi; a rich and prudent man in all 
reſpects, but covetous beyond meaſure, who being made 
provoſt of the city of Millan, and having furniſnt him- 
ſelf with every thing neceſſary for ſuch an high office, 
excepting a fine horſe, he was at a loſs where to meet 
with one that ſhould pleaſe him. In the fame town lived 
alſo a · young gentleman called Ricciards; of no great fa- 
mily, but rich enough ; a perſon ſo neat always and ex- 
act in his dreſs, that he was called the Beau; and who 
had long admired and followed the lady of Frantiſco, 
"be hitherto without ſucceſs. Now he was poſſeſt of 


one 
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170 The T HIR D DAY. Nover V. 
one of the moſt beautiful horſes in all Tuſcany, which he 


: =Y an high value upon; but as it was known what a 


2 - he bore towards Franciſco's: wife, Franciſco "was 
- On to under ſtand, that, if he would a it of him, the 
other would gladly make- him a preſent of the horfe 
upon that account. He therefore, moved by his avarice, 
requeſted the beau to ſell him his horſe, expecting at 
the ſame time, that he ſhould receive him as a gift. The 
other was much pleaſed with this, and ſaid, Sir, all you have 
in the world could not purchaſe the borſe; 3 but you may 
have him for nothing, provided I may firſt have leave to 
ſay a word or two to your wife in your preſence, at 
ſuch a diſtance from every one that I may not be over- 
heard. Franciſco, overſway'd by his covetous temper, and 
thinking to make a jeſt of the other, anſwered, that he 
was Willing as ſoon as he pleaſed ; and leaving him in 
the hall, he goes upſtairs to his wife, to tell her how 
_ eaſily he was going to get the horſe, and to enjoyn her 
to hear what the beau had to ſay, but. to make him no 
anſwer, little or much. She blamed him for it, hut being 
bound to obey, ſhe went with him into the hall, to 
hear what the other had to offer: Who taking her 15 
the fartheſt part of the room, begun in this manner. 
I make no doubt, moſt worthy lady, but that you have 
long perceived how great a ſlave I am to the force of 
= beauty, which far exceeds that of all the ladies I ever 
held; not to mention your perſonal accompliſhments 
enough to vanquiſh the moſt reſolute and inſenſible 'of | 
men: Wherefore it would he needleſs to tell you by 
words, that my love is the moſt fervent that a man can 
poſſibly have for 4 woman; and ſoit ſhall continue 
whilſt life ſhall actuate theſe fraiþ limbs; 4 and even to 
eternity, if we love in the next world as we do in this. 
Be aſſured then, that you can call nothing your own, ſo 
much as me and mine: And to give you proofs of this, 
I ſhould-take it as a ſingular fa your, if you would com- 
mand me ſuch ſervice as it is poſſible for me to perform, 
ſeeing there is nothing I ſhould refuſe for your ſake, 
To you therefore, whoſe I am, and on whom all my peace 
and happineſs depend, I addreſs myſelf for relief; humbly 
hoping, as I am wounded to the heart by your beauty, that 
your metciful goodneſs will not ſuffer me to periſh, For 
1 J ſhould dye, ou could not help faying to = 
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ſelf, Alas! why did I not ſhow ſome pity to my pott 
beau? Which remorſe. would be greatly to your di{quiet: - 8 
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Think therefore before it is too late, for it is in your © 


power, to make me either the happieſt or moſt miſerable 1 7 
of men. I hope however, that the love I bear you, will ©". 


not be rewarded with death; but that you will ſpeak one 


word of comfort to raiſe my drooping ſpirits, which. are 
ready to take flight, whilſt I am; now before you. Here 


he ended, and with tears ſtreaming from his eyes, and 
fetching ſome deep. ſighs, ſat expecting the lady's anſwer; 


whilſt ſhe, who had been hitherto. unmoved, notwithſtand- 


ing all his tilts, balls, ſerenadings and ſuch like gallan- 


tries, was now heartily affected with his laſt moſt tender 


expreſſions ; and began to feel that paſſion, to Which ſhe 


Bad been hitherto a ſtranger: And tho ſhe was ſilent, 
out of regard to her husband's commands, yet could ſhe 
not aveid diſcloſing by her ſighs, what ſhe had much 
rather have declared by words. The beau having Waited 


ſome time, and finding ſhe made no anſwer, at firſt | 


wondered very much; but he ſoon began to ſuſpect, that 
it was a trick of her husband's: And looking earneſtly at 
her, and obſerving the ſparkling | of her eyes, caſt | now 
and then towards him, and ſome ſecret ſobbings which 
ſheffrove in vain to ſtifle; he begun to take courage, 
and immediately hit of a new method, namely, to anſwer 
himſelf in the ſame manner as if ſhe had ſpoken; which 
he did to this effect. Dear ſir, I have moſt aſſuredly 


been a long witneſs of the great love you bear towards 


me, and am now farther convinced of it from your 
words; with which I am well ſatisfied, as indeed I ought : 
And if. I appeared diſpleaſed or hard- hearted, don't ima: 
gine that I was really ſo ; I always loved you far 
beyond every other perſon; but that behaviour was ne- 
ceſſary for fear of other people, and to preſerve; my own 
character: The time is now come that I have it in 
my power to repay your love: Then have a good heart ; 


= g 


in a few days my husband goes to be proyoft at Mil- 


zan; and as you; have given him your fapourite horſe 


3 promiſe you upon my word, that then 


- » Ceive two handcherchiefs hanging. aut of the window 
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U haye admittance, and (that I may have ne 
-..._ occaſion to ſpeak to you again upon that ſubject till the 
very time) take notice, that as ſoon as you ſhall per- 
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Which looks towards the garden, be careful no body _ 
ſees you, and come to me thro' the door into the . f os 
Where I ſhall be expecting you, and we will have that ; 23 8 
night to ourſelves. Having ſaid this as for the lady, | 2 
he anſwered in his own perſon as follows. Dear madam, et 

I am fo tranſported with your reply, that I ſcarce know bes 
how to return you due thanks: But was I able, no = 
time would be ſufficient to do it in the manner 1 4 
could wiſh, and as I ought : I leave it therefore for que 


you to imagine, as I find it impoſſible to be deſcribed: 
You may depend however on my being punctual to what 
you have propoſed ; and I ſhall always have a due ſenſe 
of the great favour conferred upon me : Nothing now 
remains, my deareſt” jewel, but till that time to bid you 
adieu. Notwithſtanding all that he had ſpoken, ſhe faid 
not one word; whereupon he riſes up, and makes to- 
wards the knight, who was coming to meet him, and 
ſaid to him with a ſmile, Well, what think you, ſir, 
have I performed my promiſe or not? By no means 
| (anſwered he) for you promiſed J ſhould ſpeak to your 
lady, and you have given me a ſtatue to talk to. The 
knight was much pleaſed with this, and if he' had a good 
opinion of his lady before, he had now a better. After- 
wards he ſaid, Yow allow, I ſuppoſe, that the horſe is mine. 
The beau replied, Moſt certainly I do; but could I have 
thought no better ſucceſs would have enſued on the bargain, 
I would have given him without any conſideration ; for 
as it is, you have bought him, and I not fold him. The - 
knight laught heartily, and being now provided with an 
Horſe, he ſet out in few days for Adillan, when he entred 
ypon his office. The lady being now at liberty, began 
to think a little of the beau's words, and the regard he 
had for her; and feeing him often paſs by her houſe, 
ſhe ſaid to herſelf, What am I about? Why do I loſe 
all this time ? My husband is at Millan, and will not 
return theſe ſix months, and when ſhall I meet with ſuch 
another lover? There is none here that I need to be 
afraid of, I do not ſee why I may not make uſe of 
the opportunity, whilſt I may have it. No body will 
know it; or if they ſhould, it is better to do it and re- 
pent, than to repent and not to do it. Having there- 
fore reſolved, ſhe put two handcherchiefs out of the win- 
dow, as the beau had faid, This he ſaw with a great 
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deal of joy, and that very night went privately to the 
garden door, which was open, as was alſo the door into 

'  the- houſe, where he found the lady waiting for him: 
accordingly ſhe roſe to meet him, and led him upſtairs 
into her chamber, where their wiſhes were ſoon gfa- 
tified. But tho this was their firſt meeting, it was not 
the laſt; for during the husband's ſtay at Millan, and 
even after his return, they found means of being fre- 
quently together, to the mutual joy of both parties. 
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Ricciardo Minutolo 7s in love with the wife of Phi- 
lippello Fighinolfi; and knowing ber to be jealous 
of her huſband, makes her believe that he was to 
meet bis wife that night at a bagnio. According- 
| ſhe had been 

with her buſhand all the time, finds herſelf at laſt 


ly ſhe goes thither, and imagining 


with Ricciardo. > 


it abounds in every thing, is no leſs fruitful in examples 
relating to moſt ſubjects, and to relate, as Eliza has done, 
what hath come to paſs in other countries: Whetefore paſ- 
fing over to Naples, I ſhall ſet forth how one of thoſe ſan- 
Gified ladies, who ſeemed averſe to all love-intrigues, was, 
by the dexterous management of her. lover, brought to taſte 
the fruits of love, before ſhe had known the flower of it ; 
which will both divert you as to what is already paſt, and 


cantion you in certain points for the time to come. There 


lived at Naples, one of the moſt ancient and pleaſant cities 
in all al, a yoting gentleman of great wealth, as well as 
nobly deſcended, called Ricciardo Minutolo ; who notwith= 
ſtanding he had a beautiful lady for his wife, was enamoured 


with another lady, who was thought to ſurpaſs all the wo- 


men in Naples, and was called Catella, being the wife of 
_ young gentleman named Philippello Figbinolſi, whom the 


loved and valued above all things, Now Ricciardo being in 


- 
* . . 
f 


IZA had how concluded her ſtofy, and hay- 
ing commended the beau's ingenuity, the queen 
1x93 lays the next charge upon Flammetta; who be- 
dan with a ſmile as follows: It may be conves 
nient to quit our own city at preſent, which as 


o 
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love with this lady, and doing every thing whichhe Pw . 
might gain her but to no manner of purpoſe, he fell - 
into deſpair ; and as he was unable to get the aſcendancy 
cover his paſſion, he had no pleafure in living, at the ſame - 
time that he knew not how to die. Continuing in this 
diſpoſition, he was one day adviſed by the ladies of his ac- 
quaintance to give it over as a vain purſuit, ſeeing that 
Catella regarded nothing ſo mueh as her own husband, of 
whom ſhe had that entire jealouſy, that ſhe was fearful of 
every bird that flew over his head, left it might ſnatch him 
from her. Ricciardo hearing of this jealous diſpoſition, be- 
gan now to conceive hopes of ſucceſs ; and making a pre- 
tence” of "laying all ſuch views aſide, he gave it out, 
that he: had taken a fancy to another lady, towards whom 
he uſed the ſame gallantries, as he ha "before done for 
Catella: And in a little time it was univerſally believed, 
that it was no longer Catella that he fancied, but this ſecond : 
lady; inſomuch that ſhe began now to put off that reſerved- 
neſs which had hitherto appeared in her behaviour, and to 
Carry it with the ſame openneſs and affability to him as to 
her other neighbours. Now it happened, the ſeaſon of the 
year being ſultry; that ſome companies of gentlemen and = 
ladies went to divert themſelves on the ſea ſhore, where _ = 
they were to dine and ſup; and Ricciardo knowing that - 
Catella was gone thither with a party of people, he goes 4 
| likewiſe with a fet of his friends, and after much impor- 
tuning, as if he was not fond of continuing there, he was 
erſuaded to join companies with Catella and her friends: 
here they all began to banter him concerning this new - 
love of his, whilſt he ſeemed ſo much affected with it, that 
they talked the more upon that ſubject. At length being 
diſperſed up and down, as is uſual in thoſe places, and Catella 
remaining only with a few friends where Ricciardo was, he 
threw in a word, as it were, relating to an intrigue of her 
hhusband's, which gave her a violent fit of jealouſy, and ſhe, . * 
grew extremely impatient to know. the truth of it: In a MY 
little time therefore ſhe began to intreat Ricciardo that, for 
the ſake of the lady whom he loved moſt, he would make 
that matter clear to her relating to Philippello. When he 
Teplied : You have conjured me by a perſon on whoſe ac. 
count I can refuſe nothing that is asked me; ooo 
muſt promiſe never to ſpeak a DW to him, or any Seher 
5 ta about it, vill you find it really fo ; which * 1 
ow Y 
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how you how you may be ſatisfied of as ſoon as you pleaſe, 
' , She was now. more ſtrongly poſſeſſed of the truth of it, 
and promiſed to be ſilent. Taking her then apart, that 
they might not be overheard, he ſaid thus to her: Madam, 

7 loved you in the manner I have done formerly, 
I ſhould not endure to tell you what muſt occaſion ſo much 
uneaſineſs; but as that is at an end, I ſhall be leſs fearful 
of making a full diſcovery. I do not know whether your 
husband was provoked at my loving you; or whether he 
had any ſuſpicion of my being reſpected by you; but be 
this as it will, he has taken an opportunity, when I had 
the leaſt cauſe to be jealous, of attempting to do by me, 
what he might ſuſpet I meant to do to him; namely, to 
ſeduce my wife; for which purpoſe he has tried frequent 
meſſages, with which ſhe has conſtantly made me acquaint- 
ed, and returned ſuch anſwers thereto as ] directed her: 
And this very morning I found a woman in cloſe conference 
with her, and imagining who ſhe was, I asked my wife 
what the woman wanted? When ſhe told me, that the 
came from Philippello; who from ſuch anſwers, continued 
ſhe, as you have made me ſend from time to time; begins 
to have hopes of prevailing : And he now faith, That he 
wants me to come to a reſolution, and that he can fo order 
it that we may meet privately at a bagnio ; and he begs 
and intreats me moſt earneſtly to be there : And was it not 
that you have made me hold him in ſuſpenſe with ſuch 
frivolous anſwers, I ſhould have dealt with him in ſuch a 
manner, that he ſhould never have troubled me more. 1 
bore all the reſt patiently; but now he hath proceeded 
too far, and accordingly I reſolved fo tell yon, that you 
might ſee how he has rewarded your moſt faithful love, 
for which I was juſt at death's door: But leſt you ſhould 
think this all groundlefs, and that yourſelf may be an eye- 
witneſs of it, 7 ordered her to tell the woman that ſhe 
would meet him there at nine o'clock, when every body 
would be aſleep ; with which anſwer ſhe went away well +» 
pleaſed, Now I would not have you ſuppoſe that I ins 
tend to ſend her thither ; but, was I in your place, t ep 
ſhould go inſtead of her; and after you ſhall have been | 
ſome time together, I would then make a diſcovery of my 
ſelf to him; by which means you will ſhame him from 
| being ever guilty of the like practices hereafter, and at the 
ſame time prevent the injury which is deſigned both to. 


8 yourſels | "I 


1 - That oo her this, or Wbt his* defigns might | 
Dtedit to it, 2s jealot 


ö N 4 ˙¹: n , . 
5 - ; ates P * Rr 9 9 3 * 9 5 1 
— , IR FE ag, 3:6 * 11 9 9 * * N * 8 Iv err ey * * N in 4 8 2 "YL . TA RM, + » b „ 
4 Me 1d 8 * n as 18 A 1 E, Nel * R 9 > - 
f cc IS SE RE GT * 9 - R 5 | 5 . 25 7 3 3 
27 4 A 2 — 7 ay” 2 NAGEL f * N Fs * 1 r 3 RF. - be \ * 5 
— * v'Þ 3" l " a,” Po. CON 1 ; . — * 
; 2 4 — 85 * 


Ny : vs 
» gs : 1 
1 £ * * 

Wh 4 1 . . 4 F © E "x ol es 
. | tr 1 1 ye ; | 


815 Bt the,” Late without conſider eie i ies. 


® 


| people ſilly” do ts ch TIRE ris; 


and calling to mind other ircumſtances to Confirm itz 


The faid, With 2 great deal of 
tainly dd ſo, and that ſhe wo 


athon, that ſhe would” cer- 
Id fo confound: him; that he 
never dare to look woman in the face more. NIE. 


| ciards. was highly pleaſed,' and now- thinking that his 


ſcheme was Uke to take effect, he confirms her in that 1e. 


ſolutiön, deſiring N not to mens what the 


had beat, Which 


morning chen he Ek Ie whs'B 


: Fen: in of tip. eg 1 40 pron up # bed!” 2 K bad 


directed her, and as ſoon as he had dined de gbes thither to 


wait for Carell. Whbilſt ſhe,” givi ng more credit to: his 
words than ſhe ought,” returns home full of pleen; when 


it happened; by chance,” that PhJippells came home Like 


wile, yer) y thoughtful, and perhaps might” not how that 


Hondnes [Aras her that he uſttally did, wich made her 


ſuſpect the more; and the faid to herſelf» Truly he „ 
taken up with thinking of the lady whom be is to meet to 
morrow, but 1 will prevent it: And ſhe: was conſidering | 
all night long What this ſhould ſay to him at their m 


f In a word, at nine o clock ſhe takes a friend with her; and 
: directiy to the bagnio, and ſeeing the good woman, ſhe 
 Inquites if Philip ppells was there: She, having learned her 


leſſon from Nad, faid? Afe you the lady that is to 


| yn to hini here? Cutella anſwered; I am; Then, faid 


go in there. Carella, „ hd went to ſeek what ſhe 
would not willingly have found, was conducted into the 
- room where 2 lay ; her Face” being covered With a 
vail, and ſhe makes faſt th » door whilſt be arte and' went 
to meet her, ſaying, with a low voice, My dear, Tam 
[not ada ot 6 

of a diſc At when t 

a proper time to how her refentment; ſhe broke out in 


- "the following manner: Miſerable women as we are | How 


III placed is the love” that we bear to our husband! For 


del eight years have 1 loved you more tha my ow ifs. 1 — 5 
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other woman. Who do you think you are now with? 


on 


You are with ber, whom you have ſo often deceived with 
your. eig fatteris, pretending affeQtion, when you had 
placed it clewhere, Tou villain, I am Catele, and not 
Ricciarde's wife. Do you know my voice or not? I am 
ſhe, I tell you; and I think it Jong till I bring you into the 
light, to confound you with ſhame as yu deſerve. Als} 


whom have: I loved in this manner for ſo many years! 


Who but this wretch, v:ho ſuppoſing himſelf in bed with - 


another woman, , hath ſhowed- more fondneſs than he. ever 
did to me fince we were married. Why do not you an- 
ſwer, you villain? Are you ſtruck dumb with what I have 
aid? f have a good. mind to pull your eyes out” of your 
bead. . You. thought it had been all a ſecret; but you are 
miſtaken. - Riccrardo was pleaſed at hearing theſe words, 
and returned no anfwer but by his careſſes; whilft ſhe re- 


ſuming her complaints, faid : If you think to wheedle me 


in this manner. you are miſtaken ;. I will never reſt till 1 
have expoſed you to all our neighbours and friends. Am 
J not as handſome as the wife, of Riceiardo? Am I not 
as good a gentlewoman as ſhe? Handsoff ; touch me not. 
1 know full well that your. fondneſs ſince I have made the 
diſcovery. is all forced; but if I live you ſhall repent it. 1 
ſee no reaſon why I ſhould not ſend to Rrcczardo, who 
once entirely loved me, and yet could never boaſt that T 
vouchſaſed to give him one - kind look; and who knows 
what miſchief may then enſue ? You thought you had been 
with his wife all this time, and you are equally guilty as if 
you really had: Therefore was 1 to have an affaix with 
him, you could not blame me. Her complaints were both 


long and outragious; till at length he began to think that if 
ſhe was ſuffered to depart in this mood it might be of bad 
conſequence, wherefore he refolves to undeceive_her * And 
holding her faſt in his arms, that ſhe could not get away, 


he ſaid to her: My life, do not make yourſelf uneaſy, that 


which 1 could not have by dint of love, I have obtained 


by firatagem: I am your Ricciardo. She hearing this, 


and knowing his voice, would have leaped out of bed, but 


could not; and as ſhe was going to cry out, he laid his 
hand upon her mouth, and ſaid: Madam, what has been 
now done, cannot be undone again, was you to cry all 
your life long; and if it be made publick by any means, 
two things muſt happen. The firſt, which is of great 
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concern to you, is; that your honour and good name wi 
be called in queſtion ; for though you ſhould alledge you 
being. deceived, I would 3 ir, and ſay that 
came hither for a reward, and becauſe 1 would not 25 | 
you as much as you expected, for that reaſon you made all 
this diſturbance; and you know people are always more 
ready do believe what is bad, than what is good of another, 

on which account my ſtory would find the — credit. In 
the ſecond place, a mortal enmity muſt enſue betwixt me 
and your husband; and things may be carried ſo far, that 

he may kill me, or F him, which would give you 2 
uneaſineſs: Wherefore, my deareſt life, do not leſſen y 
ſelf, and make miſchief between us. You are not the 
nor will be the laſt that is impoſed upon. It is not n de- 
prive E your .honour, but it is the abundant regard 1 
have for you that hath put me n uſing this r And 
from henceforth myſelf and all = worth ſhall be at. your | 
ſervice z as you are diſcreet then in other things 1 hope 
will be ſo in this. She expreſſed the utmoſt grief wha 
he was ſpeaking theſe. words; but yet ſhe liftencd ſo far ta 
what he ſaid, to be convinced that it was reaſonable; When 
ſhe replied : I do not know how God will enable me to 
bear both the injury and the trick you have put upon me me; 
1 will make no noiſe here, where I have been brought by 
my own- fooliſhneſs and over great jealouſy ; but this-you 
may depend upon, that I ſhall never be at quiet till I fee 
myſelf revenged one way or other: Wherefore let me go; 
you have gained your. point, And hade done what ou 
pleaſed; % is time to leave me, leave me then I beſeech 
you. Niciarde who ſaw the anguiſh of her heart; had re- 
ſolved not to part with her before he made peace; uſing 3 
all the kind and tender expreſſions he could think of to mol= 
lify her; and he prevailed ſo far at laſt, that her formet - 
_ inſenfibility was turned into extreme love ; ; and they ma- 
naged ſoprudently afterwards as to have frequent meetings to- 


Lead. May: e e with e 
dt 


— 


The THIRD DAY. 
NO * E L VII. 
„ <daldo having a miſunderſtanding with bis reh, 


leaves Florence: He returns thither afterwards 
in the habit of a pilgrim, and makes himſelf 
known to ber; when he convinces ber of ber 
miſtate, and ſaves ber buſband from being put to 
death for his murder, which had been ſworn 
upon bim: He then reconciles bim to bis brethren, 


and lives upon good 7 terms with ber for the fu- 
ture. . 


5 LAMETT A was now ſilent, * had been 
5 1 by all; when to preyent loſs of 
time, queen gave immediate orders to 
Emilia, who. began thus. I chuſe to return 
to our own city, which the two ladies who 
bs laſt had departed from; and to relate how one of 
our own citizens regained his loſt miſtreſs, There lived 
at Florence a young nobleman called Tedalde Ele, who 
being in love with a lady named Mona Hermelina, wife 
to one Aldebrandino Palermini, was on account of his good 
ies Wi of ſucceſs. But ill fortune was ſtill in 

; for after the lady had ſhewed a liking to him, 
all 9 once ſhe refuſed to ſee him, and would receive no 
more meſſages from him, which threw him into an utter 
deſpair; but as his love was a ſecret, the cauſe of his 


melancholy was unknown. Diverſe means were uſed to 
regain the love, which had been loſt without any fault 


of his, and finding all in vain, he reſolves to ſeparate 
himſelf from the world, that he might deprive her, who 
had been the cauſe of his malady, of the pleaſure of ſeeing 
him in that condition, * therefore together, what 
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money he could privately raiſe, without ſaying a word of 
his intention to more than one friend, he went away, 
and came to Ancona, calling himſelf Philippo di Sando- 
deccio, and he hires himſelf to a merchant, with whom 
he goes on ſhipboard to Cyprus; who was ſo taken with 
his behaviour, that he not only allowed him a good ſa- 
Hry, but took him in partner, entruſting the greateſt 

rt of his affairs to his management; which he ordered 
ſo 1 that in few years he became a wealthy and 
noted merchant. And whilſt he was in this employ, tho! 
he would ſometimes call to mind his cruel miſtreſs, and 
be deſirous of ſeeing her again; yet ſuch was his reſolu 
tion, that for ſix years together he got the better of his 
paſſion in this conflict: Till one day it happened, whilſt 
he was at Cyprus, that he heard a ſong compoſed” by 


himſelf ſung there, in which was largely ſet forth. the 


mutual love which they bore to each other, and con- 
cluding from thence, that it was impoſſible ſhe ſhould 
ever forget him, | he had ſuch a defire to ſee her, that 
ke could no longer forbear it; and ſettling his affairs, he 
departs - with only one ſervant to Ancona, and conſigns 
all his effects to a merchant at Florence, an acquaintance 
of his old friend at Ancona; whilſt: he travels privately 
with his ſervant like a pilgrim, Juſt return d from the holy- 
land. Being arrived at Florence, he goes to an inn, which 
was kept by two brethren, near where his miſtreſs lived; 
when the ry thing he did, was, to go to the houſe to 
endeavour to get a fight of her ; but he found the win 
dows and doors all made faſt, which made him ſuſpect 
that ſhe was either dead, or elle had changed her dwel- 
ling. From thence he goes in a ſorrowful manner towards 
the houſe where his btethren lived, when he ſaw four 
af them in mourning ftanding at the door, which ſurprized 
him very much ; and knowing himſelf ſo much altered 
ſince he had been away, that he could not be eaſily 
known again, he applies himſelf to a ſhoemaker, and in- 
quires the reaſon of their being in black? Who ' replied, 
about fifteen days ago, a brother of theirs called Tedaldoy- 
who has been long abſent, was murdered z and J underſtand 
they have proved in court, that he was killed by one 
Aldobrandino Palermini, (who is taken up for it) becauſe 
| he had taken a fancy to his wife, and had returned pri- 


ba ta be win her,  Tedalda wondered — that Lina 
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one ſhould be ſo like bimſelf, as to be taken for him; 
being troubled alſo for Aldobrardina,. and finding that his 
miſtreſs was alive and well; it being now night, he re- 
turns full of thought to his inn, and having ſupped along 
with his ſervant, he was put to bed in a garret. There 
what with his trouble, the badneſs of the bed, and per- 
haps his light ſupper, he was kept awake till: midnigbt; 
when he thought he heard ſome perſons come from the 
top of the houſe, and he ſaw a- light appear thro' the 
chinks of the door. Wherefore going ſoftly to peep, he 
beheld a pretty young woman; holding a candle, vhilſt 
three men were coming towards her, down ſtairs; and af- 
ter ſome laughing together, one of them ſaid, we are now 
ſafe (God be thank d) fince-»Tzdalds's death is proved by his 
brethren upon Aldobrandino Palermini, who hath alſo con- 
ſeſſed, and ſentence is now paſſed: But yet it behoves us 
to keep- it private; for ſhould it be known hereafter, that 


we are the perſons, we ſhould be in the ſame danger that 


he is, now in. Haviog: ſaid this. to the woman, who 
ſeemed pleaſed with it, they came down ſtairs and went to 
mae Tedaldo upon hearing what paſt, began to reflect how 

and many were the errors, to which the mind of 
man Was ſubject; firſt thinking of his brethren who had 
mourned for a ſtranger, and buried him by miſtake: for 
himſelf; and had afterwards: taken up an innocent perſon 
upon a bare ſuſpicion, who was accordingly condemn'd thro? 


falſe witneſſes ; conſidering alſo the bind ſeverity of the 


law, and the miniſters and kipenſers of it who whilſt they 
ate ſollicitous to find out the truth, dos often by their 
horrid tortures confirm a falſity; and inſtead of ſerving 
the cauſe of God and juſtice, are rather the executioners of 
inquity and the devil. After this he had regard to Aldo- 
branding, and what was to be done for the ſaving his life. 
In the morning then he goes alone to the lady's: houſe, 
and by chance finding the door open, he enters in, when 
hei beheld her ſitting upon the ground in a little room, 
making fad lamentation; whilſt he faid to her, Madam, 
do. not trouble yourſelf, your peace is at hand. She lifting 


up her head replied with tears, Honeſt man, thou ſecmeſt 


to bei a ſtranger, what knoweſt: thou either of my peace 
or affliction? He replied, 1 JL; am a meſſenger ſent 
| by God from . Conflantinople, | and am juſt now: arrived, to 

7 your: tears no l . os 
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She made anſwer, — u are but zun now afriyed, and come 
from Conflantinople, 2 do .you, kris, either of me, or 

my husband? He then related to her the trouble of het 

husband, how long they Dad been married together, 
with. many other cir urnſtarices "to which the was no 
ſtranger; at which he being Yurptiſed, ſhe fell down. 
upon her knees, ſuppoſing him, t have been a. prophet ; Fl 
ying him, that if he was came for. Adobrandino's ſake, 
to make all 'rolfible diſpatch, for the time was ſhort. He 
ſhowing himfelf to be a mighty religious perſon, ſaid, Raiſe 
{elf up, madam, and attend to what I am going to ſay: 

This trouble” is now come upon you on account of a fin 
formerly committed; therefore you muſt take care how 
vou do the like for the time to come, leſt a greater ca- 

E mity befal you. Alas! quoth ſhe, fir, I have been guilty 
of more ſins then one; than tell me , particulacly what 

ſin you 'mean, and 1 will do all in my power to amend, 

Madam, returns he, I do not ask for information: I 

know What fin it is: I do it only that you may have the 

greater remorſe by confeflirg.—But to come to the point. — 

Had you ever a"lover?. Thc "Yady was in great amaze at 

this ſappsſing no hody had known any thing of the mat- 

ter; 15 an the time that perſon was ſlain, who. had 
been butied for Tdaldo, me thing of that kind had been 
talk'd of, octaſioned by * me words im prudently let fall 
by Tedalt s friend, A1 he had intruſted W ſe- 
crat ; and” fetching | a deep ſigh, the ſaid, I perceiye el 

bas revealed" to you all the ſecrets of mankind, where- 

fore T hall make no ſeruple of telling, you mine. I did 
love, I confeſs, "that unhappy young, man, whoſe dea death 1s 

now laid to my husband, and which hath given. me alfo 
infinite. concern ; for the? T might appear a little harſh to 
him, yet neither hath his parting, long ſtay, Rot miſerable 

death, been able to drive him from my heart, The other 
then Taid, The poor man who is dead never F loved. vou, 
tho?” Tedaldo did. But tell me what was the” reaſon 'of "= 
your quarreling with him? Did he ever ve. , you. any | 
offence ? She "replied, Moſt certairily he. "i not ; but it 

Was all en to A fad fellow: of” A frier; ; "who- 7 1 
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from that time rejected all his ſollicitations: Tho I really 
think, had he pexſiſted a little longer, for 1 ſuppoſe he 
went away in deſpair, I might have relented at laſt, be- 
cauſe T had a true value for him. Madam, quoth the ſtranger, 
this is the ſin which now ſticks cloſe to you. It was of 
your own accord that you firſt loved Tedaldo, there was no 
Force in the caſe; you were agreeable to each other and acquain- 
tance begot more love. Why therefore was he diſcard ed in 
that cruel manner? Theſe things ſhould always be conſidered 
beforehand ; and you ſhould never engage, when you are 
like to repent. Now with regard to theſe friers,.. you muſt 
underſtand that, being one of them, I muſt be ſuppoſed to 

know ſomething of their ways; and therefore if I ſpeak a 
little more freely concerning them, it will be more excu- 
fable, as it is all for your good. Formerly they were re- 
ligious good men; but they who call themſelves ſo now-a- 
days, and would be thought ſuch, reſemble the others in 
nothing but their hoods ; nor in thoſe things intirely; for 
the firſt friers wore them coarſe and ſcanty, to ſhow their 
great contempt of all temporal things, when they wrapt 
their bodies in ſuch mean habit: But now they are made 
full, ſhining, and of the fineſt cloth that can be got; and, 
reſembling in their cut the pontifical robes, + they ſtrut 
with them like ſo many peacocks, in churches and all pub- 
lick places: And as a fiſherman. ſtrives to take as many 
fiſhes. as. poſſible with one caſt of his net, ſo do theſe 
with their large folds invellop, and captiyate py 
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well, that rich people are not fo manageable as the poorer : 
ſort, for which reaſon they are for engroſſing all wealth 
to themſelves. They er luxury, whilſt they wal⸗- 


low. in all kinds = uchery, They condemn uſury 
and evil gains, in order to — — great benefice 
or biſhoprick, with what is given them by way of $87 
ſtitution; arid which being detained from them. wonle 
occaſion (they ſay) that perſon's damnation. And wi 
they are told of theſe, and many other of their wicked 
practices, all the anſwer they make, is, Do as we ſay, and 
not as we act; as if it was poſlible for: .the ſheep to have 
more reſolution and conſtancy than the ſhepherd. But 
they would have you do as they ſay, namely, fill their 


purſes with money; entruſt them with all your ſecrets; 
be chaſte, patient, forgivers of injuries, and never to ſpeak 


an ill word, which are all very good things; but for What 
reaſon ? why truly, that. —＋ may then do what, if we 
acted otherwiſe, they could not. We all know, without 
money there could be no ſloth or idleneſs. If you ſpend 

our money for your own diverſion, they could not 
— it for their maintenance: if you viſit the women, 
they would want the opportunity of being with them them- 
ſelves: Unleſs you are patient and a forgiver of injuries, 
they would not dare to come into your houſe to corrupt 
you r family. But why do I go thro' ſo many particulars? 


them firſt ſet the example, and then teach others. Sup- 


poſe however what the frier told you to be true, namely, 
that it is a great crime to break the matrimonial yow': 


Is not murder as bad? If then after Tedaldo had fallen into 
that deſpair, as to leave his country, he had laid violent 
hands upon himſelf, would not you have been the occa- 


ſion of it? Now by your own confeſſion, he deſerved no 
ſuch, uſage at your hands. This therefore is the crime, 

which is attended with its due puniſhment; for — you 
broke your engagements with Tedaldo without reaſon; in 
like manner, without reaſon is your husband in danger of 


his life upon his account, and yourſelf in great trouble. 


All that you can do then to be free, is to promiſe, and 


to be as good as {your word, that if ever he returns from 


his long baniſhment, you will reinſtate him into the ſame 
degree of favour, that he enjoy'd before oh was over 
perſwaded by that miſchievous. frier, When he had 


made an end of ſpeaking, ſhe replied in this manner: Good | 
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fit, I allow what you fay to be right: To be ſure they 
are's ſet of very bad people, tho hitherto I had a quite 
_ differerit opinion of them : I own myſelf alſo 4 to 

Mlanie wiel regard to Tedalde, and would do as you fay : 

But how is it poſſible ? He is dead; and what need is there 
then of making any promiſe about him The ſtranger made 
anfwer,- Madam, I know he is not dead, but alive and 
welt provided he has your good graces, She then replied, 
Be catefulf of what you ſay, I faw him before our door 


ſtabbed in ſeveral places, and J lamented much over him; wil 
which I ſuppoſe gave occaſion” to the ſcandalous ſtory that 2 
was raiſed about u. Madam, quoth he, ſay what you pleaſe; fin 
Faſſure you he is not dead; and if you will promiſe what = F 
I deſire, I hope y will ſoon ſee him. That (ſhe replied) 1 
Iwill do wich all my heart; nothing ean give me greater ot 
pleaſure, ow to 49 m husband at liberty; and' Tedalds 52 
living. - He now enge it a fit time to make a diſco- 


fu 
very of himſelf, and to give her more aſſurance concerning m 
her husband: whitefore he ſaid, Madam, for your greater p* 
comfort, I have one ſecret to entruſt you with, which y 
you muſt keep as you value your husband's life : Then * 
taking a ring out of his pocket, which ſhe had given him 4 
the laſt night of their being together, he ſhew'd it to her, : 
Tying; Madam, do vou know this ? She ſtraight way l 
remembred it arid Tepljed; Ves fir, 1 gave it- formerly to 
Tezalds, He then aroſe from his ſeat, and throwing: off 
his” hood, ſaid, And do you know me? When ſhe ſaw him 
ſhe was ene finding him to be Tedaldo, and was 
as much u affen as ſhe would have been of a ghoſt; con- 
ſidering him not as returned from Cyprus, but as newly riſen 
from the dead: He then ſaid to her Doubt not, madam, 
I am your Tedald' alive and well ; I never was dead, as 
you and my brothers betie ye. The lady began now to 
be a little better reconciled to him, and throwing her arms 
about his neck; ſhe cried, My dear Tedalde, you are wel- 
come home. He Embraced 115 and ſaid, Madam, we have 
no time now for theſe greetings; I muſt go, and take 
care of your husband, of whom I hope that before to 
moerrow you will hear ſuch news as will pleaſe you. And 
if J ſucceed according to my expectation, I will come 
and ſpend this evening with you; when I ſhall be able 


toe give N more N e time will — $ 
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mit at preſent. Reſuming his former habit thetefdtes and 
taking his leave of her, he goes to the priſon to Aldobrans 
dirg,. who lay expecting nothing but death; and being 
admitted by the favour of the keeper ab confeſſor, % 
fate down by him, and ſpoke in this manner: I. 4 
meſſenger from God [OH has regard to you innocence} 
to bring you tidings of your deliverance ; for his” ſake 
then, I requeſt one little ſavour, Which if yo grant, 1 
make no doubt, but that before to morrow night" yot 
will bear of a pardon, Aldobrandins replied, Sir, you are 
2 ſtranger: to me, but I muſt ſuppoſe you to be a friend, 
ſince: you are ſo ſollicitous for my deliverance, With re 
pw to this fact however which Has been ſworn upon me, 
I am entirely innocent; I may have been bad enough in 
other reſpects, for which this may: be a judgment upot 
me. Then ask what you pleaſe, be the requeſt of ever 
fuch conſequence, I a to grant it, if I can obtain 
my liberty. He made anſwer, What I require is only a 
pardon: for Tedaldo's four brethren, who have brought 
you into this trouble, as ſuppoſing you was concerned in 
murdering their brother, when ever they ask it of your 
Aldobrandins replied; No body knows the ſweets of revenge, 
and. how eagerly it is coveted, but they who have received 
the injury; nevertheleſs I forgive them; and if I obtain 
a pardon, I will do it in ſuch a manner as ſhall be moſt 
agreeable to you. He was pleaſed with this, and bid him 
have a good heart, for that before the next day at night 
he ſhould be aſſured of his liberty; and from thence- 
ſtraight way to the ſigniory, and taking one of the lords 
aſide, he ſaid to him, Sir, it is the buſineſs of every one 
to endeavour” to find out the truth, ' eſpecially ſuch as are 
in your ſtation, int order that people may not ſuffer wrong 
fully; and that they who deſerve puniſhment may have 
it; which that it may tend to your honour, and the 
canfuſion of the: guilty, is what now brings me bony 
Lou know you have proceeded with ſeverity agai 
N thinking you had proved the murder 1 
him of 'Tedalds: This I aver to be falſe, as 1 ſhall prove 
to you before midnight, delivering the very murderers in- 
to your hands. The worthy lord, who was under great 
concern for Hldobrandino, gave ear to the ſtranger's ſtory, 
and about midnight the two brothers and their maid were 
2 by his nieuns, being let into the houſe by himz $ 


when 
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when they all confeſſed the fact, namely, that they had 
flain Tæualdo without knowing him. Being asked the reaſon, 
they = AY that jt was becauſe he would have forced 
one of their wives when they were abroad. After this 
was known, he had leave to depart ; and he went privately 
to the lady's houſe, to give her a full account of what had 
paſſed ; he afterwards ſpent the night with her, when there 
was 2 firm and thorough reconciliation. : In the morning 
having acquainted her with what he meant to do, and 

enjoin'd her ſecreſy, he goes as ſoon as the time came to 


attend to the affair of Adobrandino; when the lords, upon 


à full enquiry releaſed him, and ſentenced. the others to 
| loſe their heads where the fact was committed. Alds- 
brandino being diſcharged, and knowing that it was all 
owing to the ſtranger, he and his friends invited him to 
their houſes to make what ſtay he pleaſed, and ſhewed 
him all poſſible reſpect; the lady eſpecially, who well knew 
to whom ** was ſo obliging. And now thinking it time 
to bring about a reconciliation between Aldobrandino and 
his brethren, who had gained ſo much ill-will fince his 
diſcharge, that they were forced to go armed, he demands 
his promiſe. Aldobrandino anſwered, that be was willing. 
He therefore made him provide a great entertainment, to 
which his relations and their wi ves were to be invited, 
and the four brethren with their wives, and that _ 
would ask them as to his feaſt. Accordingly he 
the four brethren, and after much intreaty prevail — 
them, in order to regain Aldobrandino's friendſhip, to ask 


pardon; and when that was done, invited them the next 
day to dine there, giving them his word for their ſe- 


curity. At dinner time therefore the next day, Tedalds's 
four brethren all in mourning, with. ſome of their friends, 
came firſt to Adabrandino's houſe, who was expecting them; 
when laying their arms down upon the ground, in preſence. 
of all the gueſts, who had been invited to bear them com- 
© pany, and offering themſelves to his e they humbly 

asked his pardon: He received them with abundance of 
tears, and faluting them one after another, forgave the 
injury he had faffered, Aſter this the ſiſters and their 
wives came alſo, and were graciouſly received by Hermel- 
lina and the other ladies. And the entertainment being 
now ſerved up, and every thing agreeable, excepting a 


nn filegce, occaſioned * the late ſorrow, 9 


4: 
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which account the ſtranger's contrivance and invita- 
tion appeared unſeaſonable to many people: This he ſoon 
perceived, and reſolved when he ſaw a fit time to re- 

move; accordingly, when the deſert was ſerved up, he 
aroſe, and ſaid, Nothing ſeems wanting to make this a merry 


meeting, but. the preſence of Tedallo, whom, as you have 


had fo long with-you without knowing him, I mean now 
to ſhew youhim. Throwing off them his monk's diſguiſe, he 
appeared in a green ſilk doublet, and was known by all 
to their great ſurprize; who gazed upon him for à conſide- 


rable time, before they could be convinced that he was the 


very perſon. Which he perceiving, related many circum- 
| Rances concerning both themſelves and him for their 
farther ſatisfaction. Whereupon the brethren and the reſt 
of the men all run and embraced him, as did all the wo- 
men except Hermelina. Which when Aldobrandino ſaw, 
he faid, What's the meaning of this Hermelina Why 
don't you welcome Tedaldo home, when every body elſe 
has done it ? She replied, in the hearing of them all, 
that no one could rejoyce more ſincerely than herſelf, as 
ſhe was obliged to him for her husband's life; but the 
ſcandalous words that had been given out concerni 


her, when that perſon was taken for Tedaldo, had made h 


her cautious. Aldobrandino replied, Away with theſe idle 
ſtories ; do you think I regard them!? He has ſufficiently 
cleared himſelf by his regard for my life: Do then as 


the reft have done. She wanted nothing ſo much; and : 
was therefore not ſlow in obeying her husband's order. 


Aldobrandino's liberality was fo agreeable to all preſent, both 


men and women, that their former miſunderſtanding was 


quite forgotten. After Tedaldo then had received ever) 
one's complements, he tears the mourning from off al 
| his kindred, and orders other cloaths to be immediately 
brought. And having put them on, they concluded the 
feaſt with ſinging, dancing, and ſuch like diverſions: From 
thence they went to Tedaldo's houſe, where they ſupp'd, 
and they continued feaſting many days. Whilſt the people 
for ſome time looked upon him with the utmoſt amaze, 
as one riſen from the dead; and perhaps his very brethren 
might have {till entertained ſome doubt about him, if one 
thing had not happened, which made it clear who the per- 
Jon was that was ſlain, and which was as follows. Some 
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was repreſented by the habit of Tedaldo's relations; on 
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forry fellows. of Lunigiana were going one day paſt the 
houſe, and ſeeing Tedaldo at the door, they ſtopt, and faid; 
How. do you do, Hatiuals? Tedaldo replied before ſome of 
his brethren; You miſtake your man. They hearing him 

| ſpeak, were out of,countenance, and asked pardon, ſaying 
never two people were mote alike, than you and a com- 
Panion of ours, called Fativelo da Pentriemoli, who has 
deen come hither theſe fifteen days, and we N ene 
what has befa, len him: We wondered indeed how | be 
came, by this dreſs, for he was a ſoldiers as we are. The 
eldeſt brother hearing this, inquires more particularly as 
40 his, cloaths, and finding all circumſtances agree, it now 
appeared - plainly that it was Fativalo, and not Tedaldo 
that was ſlain, and this ſet every one right with regard "EY 
to that affair. Thus Tedaldo returned home rich, and | * 4 
continued his acquaintance with the lady, without any He 

— le May nee aue A : be? 
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Ferondo, by taking a certain drug, is buried: for 
. wife, is taken out of the grave and put into a 
dungeon, when be is made to believe that be is in 
Purgatory: Being raiſed up again, be brings. up 
2 cd as bis own, which the abbr bad got by þ 
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MIL IA long novel was now . brought to a 
gy concluſion, (though it did not appear long to the 


company, on account of the variety of accidents 
with which it was ſtored) when the queen 
gave a nod to Lauretta, who» began in this 


F 
* 


manner: I am going 0e relate a thing which has more the 


appearance of fiction than truth, and which I call to mind, 
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mourned for, and buried inſtead of another. fe 
then to tell you how a living perſon was buried as tho” 


he had been dead; how afterwards it was believed by him- 


| ſelf, as well as other people, that he was riſen from th 

dead, and not actually living all the time ; and how one 
got the name of a faint upon that ſcore, and was adored as 
To when he deſerved rather to have been ſeverely pu- 
niſhed. There was in Tuſcany a certain abby, and is at 
preſent, ſituated in a loneſome place, of which a certain 
monk was choſen abbot, who was religious enough in every 
reſpect, excepting the affair of women, and this he ma- 
naged ſo well that he was never ſuſpeQted ; wherefore he 


I purpoſe 
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was reckoned pious in all points. Now it happened, that 
a certain rich countryman was acquainted with this abbot, 
one of mean parts and underſtanding, but whoſe ſimplicity 
would ſometimes afford matter of mirth : And in the covitſe 
vf their acquaintance the abbot found that he had got an 


handſome wife, with whom he grew moſt violently in 


love; but being informed, that Ferondo, however ſtupid in 
other things; was prudent enough as to his care bf her, he 


almoſt defpaired of ſucceſs ; yet he managed ſo artfully, that 


he prevailed upon Ferondo to bring her ſometimes for their 
amuſement to his gardens at the abbey; when he would diſ- 
"courſe to them of the beatitudes of eternal life, and of the 
pious works of many righteous people departed, hence 
which had that effect upon the lady, that ſhe had a great 
defire to confeſs to him; for this purpoſe ſhe deſired leave 
of ber husband, which was granted. Coming then to 
confeſſion, greatly to his good liking, and fitting at his 
feet, ſhe begun, before ſhe entered upon her ſubject, to this 
effect: Sir, if God had given me a different ſort of an huſ- 
band to what I now have, or if he had given me none at 
all, yet with your inſtruction it would be eaſy for me per- 
haps to purſue the path which you have pointed out to 


eternal life: But when I conſider what ſort of a perſon I 


am tied to, I muſt look upon myſelf as a Widow, and yet 
in this reſpe& worſe than married, as I can have no other 
husband fo long as he lives: Beſides, he is ſo unreaſonably 
- Jealous, that I live in conſtant miſery with him. Where- 
fore before I proceed to confeſſion, I muſt beg a little of 
your advice in this particular; for till T find ſome remed) 
* confeſſion or any other good work will be of lit 
effect. This touched the abbot in the moſt ſenſible part; 
and now thinking that fortune had opened 4 way to what 
he had fo long aimed at, he replied: Daughter, I can 
eaſily believe how grievous it is Fr a pretty yourig lady, 
as you are, to have a fool for your husband, and it is worſe 


to have a man that is jealous ;- wherefore you muſt ſuffer 


extremely that have both one and the other. But to be 
plain with you, I ſee no advice that can avail, or remedy, 
but one; namely, to cure him of that jealouſy, The re- 
medy, in ſuch a caſe, I know well how to apply, provi- 
ded you will keep it a fecret. Father, quoth the lady, 
never fear ; I would die before I ſhould make a diſcovery 
- contrary to your injunction; but how is it poſſible ? — 
| | 4 
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bbot replied; If we deſire' he ſhould be cured, it will be 
neceſſary. for him to go firſt into purgatory. What, go 

there alive? quoth the lady. He muſt die firſt, anſwered 

the abbot, and then go thither 3 and when he ſhall have 

ſuffered enough to cure him of his jealouſy, we fhall uſe a' 

few prayers to bring him to life again, and it ſball be done. 

Then I muſt remain a widow, faid the lady. For a time, 

he replied, when you muſt be exceedingly eareful not to be 

ae upon to marry elſewhere, for that would be a” 
very bad thing; and as you muſt return to Frronds, when 

he comes to life again, he would be more jealous than ever. 

Well, quoth ſhe, ſo long as there is a cure, and I am not 

to be a priſoner all my life, do as you will, I am content. 

But, continues he, what reward ſhall I have. for this ſer- 

vice? Father, ſhe replied, whatever lies in my power to 

give; but what can ſuch 4 one as myſelf offer worthy | the 
acceptance of à perſon like you? He made anſwer; Madam, 

it is in your power to do as much for me, as it is in mine 

for you; as I am ready then to perform what ſhall be for 

your caſe and comfort, ſo ſhould you be mindful of me in a 

point where my life and welfare are both concerned. If it 

be ſo, quoth e, I am very ready. Then, faid he, you 
muſt grant me your love, and the enjoyment of your per- 
ſon, for which I entirely languifh, She was ſtartled at 
this, and ſaid, Alas! my father, what is it you wound 
have ? I took you always fer a faint: Do holy men requeſt” 
ſuch favours of ladies who come td them for advice? The 
abbot replied: My deareſt life, let not this ſurpriſe you my 
ſanity is not the leſs on this account, becauſe that abides 

in the S foul, and what I now ask of you is only a ſin of the 
body, But however that may be, the force of 3 your beauty 
is duch as conſtrains me fo do thus: And I muſt tell you, 

| that you have reaſon to value yourſelf upon it, as it cap- 

tivates the ſaints, who are employed in contemplating the 
beauties ' of heaven; Beſides, altho* I am an abbot, I am 
et a man; and not old; Nor ſhould you think much at 

this, but rather be. defiraus of it, becauſe all the time he is 
in purgatory I will ſupply his place every night, and it wilt 

ever be ſo much as ſuſpected, becauſe every one has the 
ame opinion of me that you yourſelf juſt now declared. 

Then refuſe not-what is thus offered bee ; there are enough 
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things of value, which I intend ſhall all be yours. Do there - 
fore, my deareſt love, what I would willingly do for you; 
The lady bad ber <7 fixed on the ground, not know ing 
how ta deny him, and yet to grant the favour ſeemed not 
fo well: Whereupon he, perceiving that ſhe begun to liſten, 
and: did not immediately reply, ſuppoſed the conqueſt half 
made, and continued uſing fuch fort of arguments as before, 
till he had convinced ber that it would be a good action; 
wherefore ſhe ſaid at laſt, with a bluſh, That ſhe was 
willing to comply, but not till her husband was ſent to pur- 
gatory. The abbut was well enough ſatisfied with this, 
and replied : He ſhall go thither directly, only do you take 
care that he comes hither to morrow, or next day, to make 
fome ſtay with me. Upon faying this he put à fine ring 
into her hand, and diſmiſſes her. She was overjoyed with 
the preſcat, ſuppoſing fhe ſhould have many more ſuch; 
and returning to her friends, related wonderful things of the 
abbot's great ſanctity, and they went together to her own 
houſe, In a few days Feronde goes to the abbey, and as 
foon as the abbot ſaw him he prepares a drug, which came 
te him as a preſent from a great perſon out of the Baſt, 
and which was uſed when he had a mind te throw any 
one into a trance; fo that by giving more or kfs, he 
could, without doing them any harm, make them fleep as 
long as he pleaſed ; inſomuch, that whilſt its effect laſted, 
you. would imagine them to be dead; of this be took as 
much as would operate for three days, and mixing it up 
With a, glaſs of wine, without his perceiving it, gave it to 
him to drink, He afterwards. walks with him inte the 
cloyſters with ſeveral of the monks, and they began to be 
merry together as uſual In ſome little time it began to 
work, and he was taken with ſuch a ſudden drowſineſs 
that he nodded. as he ſtood, and at laſt fell down in a pro- 
found fleep. The abbot ſeemed much concerned at the 
accident, making them unbutton his collar, and throw 
cold water in his face, in order to bring him to himſelf, 
as tho? it had been occaſioned by ſome fumes from his 
Komach, or ſuch like diforder : But when they found all 
Was in vain, and perceiving, by touching his pulſe, no ſigns 
of life remaining, it was concluded by alb that he was cer- 
tainly dead: Accordingly they ſent to acquaint his wiſe and 
relations, who ſtraightway came thither, and having 
Ef! = N ment 
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direction, with his cloaths on, im one of their vaults.” SH? 
went back to her own houſe, giving out, that ſhe reſolve 1 


never to flir a ſtep from a little ſon that ſhE had by him; 


and continuing there, the took upon herſelf the management 
ef the child, as well as eftate; which he had left behind. 
The abbot, when night eame, carried a monk of Bolognd 
_ With Him, whoth he could truſt; and who was juſt come 
thither upon a Viſit ; arid taking Ferondb out of the vault; 
they brought him into a dungeon, which ſerved as a pri- 
ſon for the monks that had committed any faalt'; theft 
ſtripping hint of his cloaths, they dreſſed him In the habit 
6f a monk, and left him upon à bundle of ſtraw, til} he 
ſhould come to himſfelf: Whilſt the monk, being inſtruẽted 
by the abbot as to what he would have done, Was to wait 
there without any body's knowing any thing ef the mat- 
ter, till he had his ſenſes. The next day the abbot went; 
attended By ſome of his nionks, te pay his viſit of end- 


nee to the widow, whoiti he found in her weeds very fer- 


fowful ; and àfter a little xenſdlation he puts her in mind 


foftly of her ptömiſe. She füding herſelf now at liberty 


and ſeeing andthef valuable fing upon his finger, gave het 
conſetit; ant it was agreed that he ſhould tome the nent 


night. N Hong tine came therefore; he guts on N 


des dodths, and taking Is filthfuf monk along with 


bim, went thithet,” and ffay'd til the morning; and this 


practice He followed io long, that he was frequently ſecn 
pafling backwards and forwards by the neighbours, who'all 
agreed, that Tt was Ferondb who walked theres doing of pe- 
hance ; and nrany ftrange ſtortes were reported among the 
ſimple cotyitry-people abotit it; and whith were carried te 
the lady, Who knew full well what kind of gheſt it was. 


The monk, as foort as He perceived Ferondo to gio a lte 


ſenfible, cartie in making 4 moſt terrible noſe; and having 
| x rod ih his band, began to chaſtiſe bim feverdly.”” Bye 
fundo ctying yefy much, cod ſay nothing eHe; Butz Where 
am 1? The other repfieck: Thou art in purgatorfy. How f 


y - 5 


faid Fefendd, arid am F then dead? Moſt furdy, anſwered 


the oe” bo Whereupofr ke Begart to lament for himfelf; 


his wife, and child, uttering the ſtrangeſt things" inf the 


World; whilſt the monk gave Mm ſomettüng tc ent and 
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eat? The monk replied, Ves: And what I now bring, 
thy wife ſent this mornigg to church to have maſs ſald 
for thy ſonl. God bleſs Ber, quoth Ferundo, we always 

lived: happily together: When finding himſelf hungry, he 
began to eat and drink, and the wine being very, bad, he 
ſaid, Alas! why did ſhe not give the prieſt of that wine 
neareſt to the wall? No ſooner had he filled his belly, but 
he had the ſame diſcipline over again. When he roaring 
out amain, ſaid, What is all this for? The monk anſwer- 
ed, Becauſe thou art jealous. of thy wife, who is one of the 
beſt of women. Alas! quoth he, you fay true, ſhe was a 
"moſt dear creature; but I did not know that it was a fin to 
be jealous. - Oh, faith the monk, you ſhould have taken 
care of that whilſt you was in the other world; and: if it 
mould happen that you return thither, remember what 1 
now ſay, and be jealous no more. "Then, replied Fe- 
rendo, do people ever return thither again after they have 
been dead ? Yes, ſaid the other, if God ſo pleaſes. Oh, 
quoth Ferando, if that ſhould be my caſe, I would be the beſt 
husband in the world; I would never beat her, or ſay an 
angry word, unleſs it was for the bad wine ſhe hath ſent 
me, and letting me have no candles, that I am forced to 
eat in the dark. She ſent candles enough, anſwered the 
monk, but they are all burnt, out at the mas. Well, quoth 
Frondo, you ſay very true, and when I go back ſhe ſhall 
do ag ſhe; pleaſes 3 but pray tell me who 1 = are that doeth 
all this unto me? The monk replied ;'T am now. dead"; 
but I was of Sardinia, and am condemned to this office ö 
becauſe I formerly commended a. certain maſter. of mine 
| for bein #07 0% agg But, ſaith Ferando, is no body here then 
beſides, we two? Les, replied he, thouſands; but you can 
no mere ſee or hear them, than they can hear or ſee us. 
Then, quoth Frrando, how far may we be diſtant from 
our wn countries? Many thouſands of leagues, anſwered 
the other. Why truly that is far enough, quoth Herend; 
then we muſt certainly be out of the world. In this 
manner was Ferondo kept there for ten months, whilſt the 
abbot contined his viſits: to the wife; till at laſt ſhe proved 
vith child, when it was thought convenient that he ſhould 
delivered out of purgatory. The next night therefore 
the abbot went into the dungeon, and called upon Frrondo 
11 A treit voice, SIGs Take courage, Perondo ; 
55 7 © T3 it 
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it is now ordered that thou return into the other world, 

when thou ſhalt have a ſon by thy wife, whom 2 reg 

name Benedict; becauſe thro” the aer of the hol 

and thy moſt virtuous wife, and the interceſſion 6 St. Be- 

nedict, this favour is granted thee, He was 77 ed at 
hearing this, and faid.: Thanks be to St. Benedict, my 

wife; and the abbot ; I ſhall ever love and honour them. 


Accordingly, in the next wine that was ſent him, the ab- 


bot mingled as much of the former drug, as would make 
him ſleep four hours; when they put his on cloaths upon 
him, and he was carried into the vault where he had been 
interred. By break of day then he came to himſelf, and 
ſeeing a glimmering of light thro' a creviſe of the vault, 


which he had been utterly deprived of for ten months, he 


began to ſuppoſe himſelf alive, and he cried out aloud, ſay- 


ing, Open the vault, and let me forth: At tie ſame time 
he lifted up the cover with his head, it being of no great 


weight, and was making his way out; whilſt the monks, 
having juſt ended their morning ſervice, ran thither, and 


knowing Ferondo's voice, and ſeeing him ariſe out of the 


vault, they were ſo terrified, that they fled to tell the abbot; 


who ſeeming to them to be juſt riſen from prayer, ſaid, | 
Fear not, my ſons ; take the fucks and holy water, and ; 


follow me, that we may ſee what kind of e this is. 


Ferondo was quite pale, as might be ſuppoſed, having been 

ſo long confined without ſeeing any light; but as ſoon as 
the abbot appeared he fell at his feet, ſaying : Your prayers, 
moſt holy father, as it hath been revealed to me, and 


thoſe of my wife, with the interceſſion of St. Benedict, 


have delivered me out of purgatory, and brought me to 
life again, for which I ſhall ever be thankful, Then go, 


quoth the abbot, as this mercy is beſtowed upon you, 
and comfort your wife, who hath been in the utmoſt 


trouble ever ſince you departed from us: He ſeeming alſo to 
hold the thing in great veneration, ordered the monks 


to ſing devoutly the Miſerere. In the mean time Feronds 


returns to his houſe, where every one that ſaw him fled 


as if they had ſeen ſome terrible ſight, affirming that 
he was riſen from the dead: His wife expreſſed the 
utmoſt conſternation. In ſome little time however, 


after they were convinced of his being alive, they began 
00 ask Hen * concerning the ſouls of their de- 
1 . = 2 
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friends, when he made the fineſt. ſtaries in the 
about purgatory ; relating to them alſo, hat had 
been revealed to hi bim befare bis fefurregtion. Pram that 
time he lived comfortably with bis wite ; and at length 
ſhe had a ſon, whom they called Benedict Feronda, Ve- 
rande s neſurrection, and what he himſelf reported about 
it, every one giving intire credit to his Words, 


ty. : Ferondo allo was cared of hit jealouſy; : and his wife 
had the * of the abbgt's company a8 oßten as they 
conveniently meet 
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to the character of the abbot 8 extraordinary ſan- 


Giletta 7 e cures WF king of Os its 1 4 
Aſtula, and demands the. Count de Roulitli lion in 
marriage, as ber reward; be marries ber again 


his will, and gots out of a pett to Florence, where . 5 
be fell in love with a young lady, and lay 4with, 


| his awn wife, when Be thought be had enijoy'd bis 
_ miſtreſs. She had two ſohs by bim, aud, {4 that 


Means, walter, were aaa at. El Kelar 
| n N | 3 
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mannef. Who cam fay any thing now eto 


Fel is ; well for moſt of the company ſhe, was nbt-the-firſt 3 


for few would have been thought ſo agreeable after ber; | 
and ſo J believe it will be with regard to ſuch as ate 


yet to ſpeak; however I ſhall keep to the ſubject, and give you 
my ſtory fuch as it s. There lived in France a gentle- 


man named Huard Count de Rouſſilion, who, becauſe he was 
in a bad ſtate of health, kept always a phyſician in his 


- houſe, called maſter Girard di Nerbona. Now the court 
had an only ſon, whoſe name was Beltram, a fine youth, 


who was brought up along with other children of his own 


amongſt whom was a daughter to this phyſician, called 
Gillas who had an infinite eſteem and love (more than was 
common at ſuch an age) for him; whilſt he on accoun 
his father's death, and his being left to the king's core; was 
obliged! to go to Paris, which — — her the utmoſt con- 
cn Soon afterwards i" dying alſo, ſhe would 
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P laving bis privilege to Dimeus) wherefore 
eel” 129 the begun, without being called upon, in this 


pfleaſe, ſince We have heard 1 8 ſtory? 
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gladly, if ſhe could have found a fit pretence, have gone 
thither to have ſeen him; but ſuch care Was taken of her 
.- (as the was an heireſs) that it was impoſſible, © Being now 
of age to marry, nor able to forget her firft love, the had 
many offers, to whom her guardians would willingly have 
diſpoſed, of her, but ſhe rejected them all without aſſigning 
any reaſon. In the mean time, her love growing more 
violent every day, as ſhe heard an extraordinary character 
of him, news was brought that the King of France had 
a dangerous fiſtula, which f fucceeded a ſwelling in his breaſt, 
from its not being well cured, that gave. him extre 

| trouble; nor could he meet with a phyſician, (tho! he 10 
tried many) that was able to heal it; but on the contrary 
had made it worſe, inſomuch that he was determined 
to have no more advice. This was agreeable enough to 
the young lady, not only as it afforded a pretence for her 
going to * 3 but alſo (if the diforder proved of ſuch 


a nature as ſhe expected ) as ſhe had great hopes of getting 
Bellram for her husband: Whereupon mixing up ſuch ſort. 


'of drugs as her father was wont to uſe in caſes of that 
nature, ſhe haſtes away to Paris, when the firſt thing ſhe 
did, after ſhe had obtain'd a fight of Beltram, was to 
wait upon the King, to deſire he would ſhew ber his 
malady. His majeſty maſt graciouſly condeſcended to let 
her ſee it; when ſhe was convinced at the firſt ſight that 
ſre was able to make a cure, and aid, Sir, if you will 
give me leave, I hope, without any pain or trouble to you, 
to make you well in eight days. The King could 
nat help making a jeſt of this, ſaying to himſelf, What ! 
ſhall a woman undertake to do that which has baffled: all 


the beſt phyſicians in the World: He thanked her therefore 


for her good intention, and told her, that he was reſolved to 
try no more medicines. The lady then replied, Sir, you 
_ ridicule my art, becauſe you fee me young, and a woman; 
but I muſt remind you, that I do nat pretend to this from 
my own knowledge; but I rely upon the help of God, 
and the judgment of maſter Girard di Nerbona, who was 
a moſt; eminent phyſician in bis time, and my father. 
The king hearing this, ſaid to himſelf, Perhaps ſhe is ſent 
from God to my aſſiſtance; why 'do F, not therefore 
make tryal of her, as ſhe promiſes to cure me without 
any trouble in ſo ſmall a —_ He ſaid therefore ta ber: 
But * you ſhould * miſtaken, what would yau * 
a „ 
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for making me break my reſolution f yes replied : 1E 
your majeſty pleaſes you may ſet a guard upon me; and i 
you axe not cured in eight days, then burn me alive: But 
if I ſycceed, and you get well, what reward am I them 
to have? The King made anſwer: Vou ſeem to be a 
maiden, I will diſpoſe of you in marriage to a perſon of 
great account, Sir, quoth ihe, 1 accept your offer of a 
husband, but I will name the perſon, ' excepting all of 
your royal houſe. | He ſtraightway promiſed, and ſhe” be- 
gan to adminiſter her medicines z and before the limited 
time ſhe had wrought a thorough cure. He then ſaid: 
Fair maid, you have well earned an husband. Then, fir, 
(ſhe replied) I haue gain'd the count de Ronfſilion, whom 
I have loved ever ſince I was a child. The king thought 
her demand very great, but in regard he had given 
his word, he would not depart from it: He ſent for him 
then, and faid to him: Beliram, you are now of age to. 
take upon you the government of your own coun 
J will therefore that you 8 thither, and- take a 19 1 
whom I ſhall recommend to And who is the lady, 
fir? replies Beltram. It is 80 ib: the king, who hath +. 
cured. me. with her medicines. -Beltram knew and e 
her well enough, only that he thought her extract to 
low for his quality; whereupon he ſaid, with ſome diſdain: 
And does your majeſty then mean to give me a doctreſ 
for my wife? Surely, I may do much better for my ſelf. 
Then, quoth the king, would vou have me worſe than 
my word? She requeſted to . Be , and I promiſed upon 
condition that I was made well. My liege, replied be, you 
may take away what I now poſſeſs, or you may add to 
it if you pleaſe; but this I aſſure your majeſty, that 1 
will never conſent to ſuch à match. It is my pleaſure 
to have it fo, continued the king; ſhe is a prudent and 
beautiful lady, and you may be happier with her tha 
if you were married to one of greater quality. Belmum 
then held his peace; and the king ordered a magnificent 
entertainment in honour of the nuptials, and when the 
day came, Beltram eſpouſed her, much againſt his will, in 
— king's preſence; which being done, he took his r 
of his majeſty, as if he was going to keep the wedding 
in his own country; but inſtead of that he went a quits 
different way, and came to 7am, where he heard that 


the 3 were at with the * when be wit. 
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lingly joined himſelf to them, and having a command 
given him he continued ſome time in their ſervice. The 
bride, not at all pleaſed with his behaviour, went to Rowſ- 
filien, in hopes of gaining his affections by her prudent 
management, where ſhe was received as their lady and 
miſtreſs. ' And. finding every thing in diſorder on account 
of her husband's long minority, ſhe. uſed ſuch care and 
- diligence in reſtoring all to its wonted tranquillity, that ſhe 
gain'd the favour and good will of her ſubjects, who blam'd 
the count highly for his neglect of her. When that was 
done, ſhe ſent two knights to him to deſire, to know if 
it was on her, account he ſtaid away from home; and 
to tell him that.ſhe was willing to go elſewhere to pleaſe 
him. But he anſwer' d roughly, that ſhe might uſe her 
D 3 for, ſays. he, I will go to her only when ſhe 
{hall have this ring upon her finger, and a ſon begotten 
by me in her arms. Now he valued the ring at an high 
rate, and never parted with it from off his finger, be- 
cauſe of ſome ſecret virtue which he ſuppoſed it to have. 
The knights look'd upon the. condition as implying two 
impoſſibilities, and perceiving that he was not to be moved 
from his reſolution, they returned, and reported his anſwer. 
'The lady was much afflicted at this, and began to con- 
ſider if. there was no way to effect theſe two points, and 
conſequently regain her husband. Taking her meaſures 
then accordingly, ſhe aſſembled all the principal people of the 
country, when ſhe recounted to them, in a moſt tender 
and affectionate manner, all that ſhe had done for the 
love of the count, and what enſued thereupon; and ſhe 
let them know, that it never was her intention, by ſtaying 
amongſt them, to keep him in perpetual baniſhment: 
Wherefore ſhe reſolved to ſpend the remainder of her life 
in pilgrimage. for the good of her ſoul; and her deſire 
was, that they would take the government upon them, and 
inform the count that ſhe had quitted poſſeſſion, and left 
the country with a deſign never more to return. A 
ſhe was ſpeaking theſe words they all began to weep, 
and they intreated her much to change her reſolution, 
but to no purpoſe. Taking her leave then, and being 
attended with only a maid ſervant and a relation, they 
fet forward together like pilgrims, having provided them- 
ſelves well with money and jewels ; and without any body's 
knowing whither they were gone, they made no "ke 
cy 
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they came to Florence; There by chance they met 
with an inn that was kept by a widow, where' ſhe 
| ſtay 'd with a deſire of learning ſome. news concern=- 
ing her lord. The next day it happened, that he 
palſed by the houſe on horſeback along with his troop, 
when though ſhe knew him very well,yet ſhe asked the land- 
lady who he was? It is a gentleman, a ſtranger, anſwered - 
Me, one of the beſt-natur'd men in the world, and much 
reſpected in this city, who is in love with a gentlewoman 
of ſmall fortune in this neighbourhood : She bears a good 
character, but is yet unmarried on account of her ſcanty 
cjrcumſtances, and lives with her mother, The counteſs, 
upon hearing this, began to conſider more fully of what 
ſhe meant to do; and enquiring the perſon's name, and 
| Where ſhe lived, ſhe went one day to the houſe, and after 
the uſual ſalutation told the old lady, that ſhe had a mind to 
ſpeak to her; The other aroſe, and ſaid, with all her heart. 
They went then into a chamber by themſelves, and ſitting - 
down together the eounteſs begun in this manner: Ma- 
dam, you ſeem to be as little obliged to fortune as myſelf; 
but perhaps it is now in your power to. do us both a kind- 
neſs. The other replied: That ſhe ſhould be very willing, 
if it could be dan donelily The counteſs added, I put 
myſelf entirely into your hands, if you deceive me you fru- 
ſtrate the purpoſes of both. Speak out, quoth the lady, 
ou fhall find I never will deceive you. She then related 
r whole ſtory from beginning to end, part of which the 
old lady had heard from common report: And ſhe added, 
You now hear the two things which I am to | compaſs to 
in my husband, with regard to which there is no perſon 
— the world can ſerve me beſides yourſelf, if it be 
true what I am told, namely, that he is n in love. 
with your daughter. Madam, | quoth the lady, there is 
ſome appearance of the count's liking my daughter; but 
wm there be any thing real, that I cannot pretend to 
ſay. But what has this to do with your affair? That, 
anſwered ſhe, I ſhall ſoon tell you. But you muſt firſt hear 
what I intend to do in conſideration of this ſervice of yours. 


J underſtand that you have a daughter of age to marry, Tiga 


whom. you are forced to keep at home with you, for want 
of a fortune to give her: Now my deſign. is to advance 
ſuch a ſum of money as you yourſelf ſhall think ſufficient to 
8 her reputably. The cos the offer very "os N 


Ups 4 
f 2 * „ A 
ak A * 2 27 9 a = y — % 
a x > ant 5b 2 — T2 22 py * N . 
5 g * : ” Ie * — 
: 


%. 


ze! Te THIRD DAY. Nover IX: 
but yet, having the ſpirit of a gentlewoman, ſhe replied : 
Tell me what you want to have done, and if it appears 
fair and honeſt I will do it moſt willingly,” and leave the 
reward to you. The counteſs then ſaid : You muſt give 
the count to underſtand, by ſome perſon whom you can 
truft, that your daughter is ready to oblige him, as ſoon as 
ſhe can be aſſured that he has that real love for which he 
pretends, and which ſhe knoweth not how to credit, unleſs 
he ſends her the ring that he uſually wears, and which, ſhe 
hears, he ſets ſuch a value upon. This ring you muſt give 
to me, and then you may let him know that your daughter 
is at his ſervice, -and/that he may come privately hither as 
ſoon as he pleaſes, when you muſt put me to bed to him 
inſtead of your daughter. Perhaps I may prove with ehild ; 
ſs that by having his ring on my finger, and a fon of his 
in my arms, which were the two conditions required, I 
may live with him afterwards as my husband, and you be 
the happy inſtrument of it. The lady was in ſome doubt 
at- firſt, fearing ſome ſcandal might befall her daughter; 
but conſidering afterwards how fit it was that the good 


lady ſhould have her husband, ſhe therefore promiſed her 


aſſiſtance, and in a few days obtained the ring much 
againſt his will, and afterwards put the lady to bed to him 
inſtead of her daughter. Accordingly it happened, that 
ſhe became with Child of two ſons, as the event made ma- 
nifeſt, which as ſoon as ſhe” perceived, ſhe ſaid to the lady, 
Madam, my end is now anſwered, I have nothing more to 
do but to ſatisfy you for your trouble. She replied: If you 
are contented, it is well; I did it out of no expectation of 
reward, but only as it appeared to me quite a right thing. 
Madam, continued the counteſs, I am entirely pleaſed,” and 
I intend to make you a recompence ſuitable to your great 
merit. She then, moved by her neceſſity, defire4 with 
the utmoſt modeſty an hundred pounds for her daughter's 
portion: Whilſt the other knowing her great worth, and 
Hearing her humble demand, gave her five hundred, and 
jewels to the amount of as much more, for which ſhe was 


3 very thankful; and to take away all pretence of the count's 
coming any more to her houſe, removed with her daughter 


to her friends in the country: In ſome time, Ferends hear- 
ing that his counteſs had departed out of his teritories, went 
thither at the requeſt of his ſubjects; whilſt ſhe ſtay d at 
Fhrente, till her time of labour came, when ſhe was 
„ EET ; | brought 
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brought to bed of two ſons very like their father, whom : 
ſhe took care to have well nurſed, and in due time, without 


being diſcovered by any perſon, ſhe came te Montpelien, 


where ſhe made ſome ſtay to reſt . herſelf, and to make 
- enquiry concerning her husband: When hearing that he 


was to make a great feaſt, at Rowſilion, on the Day of A 


Saints, ſhe went thither in the ſame pilgrim's dreſs as The at 


firſt ſet out ; and juſt as the gueſts were going to fit down 
at table, ſhe preſſes forwards,. thro the midſt of the croud 
both of gentlemen and ladies, with Her two children in her 
arms, till coming where the 'count was, ſhe threw herſelf 
at his feet, ſaying with tears, My lord, Fam your un- 
happy wife, who have undertaken a long pilgrimage in 
order for you to return to your, own houſe. I conjure your 
in the preſence of God, that you abide by the two condi- 
tions enjoined me by the two knights whom I ſent to you. 
Behold, not one ſon only of yours in my arms, but two 
and ſee, here is the ring. The count was confounded with 
admiration, knowing the ring, and ſeeing the children to 


be like him, and faid, How can this be? She then related 


the whole ſtory before all the company: Whilſt he know- 
ing her to ſpeak truth, perceiving alſo her conſtancy and 
good management, and beholding two ſuch pretty children, 
to ſatisfy alſo his promiſe; as well as oblige the whole com- 
pany, who requeſted him'to take her as his wife : Upon 

all theſe conſiderations, I ſay, he laid his inveterate hatred 
aſide, and raifed her up, and faluted her, acknowledging 
her for his lawful counteſs, and the two babes for his 
children: He ordered alſo ſuitable apparel to be brought 
for them, to the great joy of the whole court; whillt the 
feaſting continued not that day only, but many others; and 


from that time he ſhowed her all due reſpect, and they 

continued happy together as long as they lived. 
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x70 NEUS having finiſh'd his ſtory, and the 
queen knowing her ſovereignty to be now at an 
end, takes the crown from off her head, and 

bzkces it upon Philiftratus, ſaying, We ſhall 
3 ſoon ſee if the wolves govern the ſheep better 
than the ſheep have hitherto governed the wolves. He 
teturned, with a ſmile, You have no more right to call us 
- wolves, than you have to call yourſelves ſheep : However, 
1 take upon me the command: Giving the proper orders 
then to the ſteward, as to what he would have done; he 
turns about to the ladies, and fays : It hath-been my miſ- 
fortune, ever ſince I was able to judge of any thing, to be 
always in love with one or other of you ladies: Nor hath 
it Wailed me in the leaſt that I have been humble, obedien 

and deſirous of pleaſing to the utmoſt of my power; for 1 
have conſtantly been diſearded at laſt for ſome other lover, 
going ſtill from better to worſe, and ſo I expect to continue 
till I go to my grave, Wherefore I intend our ſubject for 
to day ſhall be ſomething ſuitable to my own caſe; namely, 
concerning ſuch perſons whoſe amoars have had an unfor- 
tunate concluſion ; having ſaid this, he gave them leave to 
depart. The garden was fo pleaſant, that every one choſe to 
walk thither,- eſpecially as the ſun was going down, where 
ſome diverted themſelves with obſerving and running after the 
kids, rabbits, and other creatures, that were skipping about 
them. Dioneus and FHlametta fate finging together the ſong 
of Gulielmo and the lady of virtue. Phitomena and Pam- 

pbilus plaid at cheſs. And thus they were all differently 


» Imployed till the time of ſupper, which came upon thenr 


a little unexpected: When the table being ſpread by the 


fide of the fountain, they ſupped with a great deal of ph 
2g e e ſure. 
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ſure. As ſoon as the cloth was taken away, Philſtratus 
(not to go out of the path which had been followed by 
the queens who had gone before him) command Lauretta 


to begin a dance with a ſong. Who replied: May it pleaſe 
your majeſty, I know nothing of other people's ſongs, nor 


of my own at preſent, which ſhall pleaſe ſo agreeable a, 


ſet of company: But if you will accept of ſuch a one. as 
I can call to mind, I will do it with a great deal of plea- 
ſure. When the king made anſwer,” Nothing of yours can 
be difagreeable : Sing ſuch as you have. She then began 
with a "muſical voice but ln: ar Ee es 
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Fir ever - be * day accurſt, 
When to commerce a bride; 

1 laid my ſable weeds aſide, 

Wizeh 'dreſs ſo well became me fin 
Thrice happy. damſel, had I dy'd 0 
Before that fatal change I tryd.. | 


Who can, 1 | oy 
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Amidf the feet repoſe, which now you find, 
Think on me, poor difireſſed maid; 
And nature's final debt when paid, 
* we then meet, and be for ever join d. 
i 2 can with ſo much cauſe >” 
1, who love and Jigh in vain 78 


When this ang was ended, lighted torches wete ought 
and ſet upon the graſs z and they continued tilt the ftars 
to go down, ſinging and making merry. Then the 


king thought it time for them to depart, and wiſhing 


one another a good night * retired to their ora arg 
3 N ight, 4 
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 Entertoinnient f the Decameran of Boccace. 1 L 


vl HE ſun had now dove: all the flais Pe the | 
gy heavens, and diſpelled the vapours of the night | 
J from the earth, alen Phileſtratus aroſe, aud 
bad all the company called up. They walked 
k ' then into the garden, and dined, when time 
came, here they had ſupped the preceding night. Taking 
a nap afterwards, whilſt the fun was at the height, 
they returned at the uſual time to the fountain fide. 
Whilſt Phileftratus ordered Flametta to make a beginning, 0 
WhO ſpoke in a a (oft agreeable —— as A 3 


NOVEL 1. 


e prince of. Salerno puts bis hi s 
lover to death, and ſends his heart to her in a 
olden cup; - ſhe pours water upon it, which he. 
545 empoiſonzd, and Jo dier: "7547 


wa UR King 1 pot us a molt + melancholy 

q ſubject bo this days diſcourſe ; conſidering, that 

| as we came hither to be merry, we muſt now 

|. recount other people's misfortunes, which can- 
not be related without moving compaſſion, as A 


well in thoſe who tell, as thoſe that hear them. "Perhaps 
it is deſigned as an allay to the mirth of the preceding days. 
But whatever his reaſon may be for it, I have no buſineſs ta 
make any alteration with ND to Bly e 1 fhall 


theft. 
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therefore mention an unhappy ſtory to you, worthy of 
your moſt tender compaſſion, - 
Toncred prince of Salerno was à moſt humane and gene - 
rous lord, had he not in his old age defiled n — | 
a lover's blood. He thro' the whole courſe of his life had one | 
only daughter; and happy had he been to have had none | 
at all. No child could be more; dear td a parent than 
ſhe was, which made him loth to part with her in mar- 
riage; but at length, not till ſhe was a little advanced in 
years, he married her to the duke of Capua, when ſhe 
was ſoon left a widow, and came home again to her 
father. She was a lady of great beauty and underſtanding, 
and continuing thus in the court of her father, who took 
no care to marry. her again ; and it ſeeming not ſo modeſt 
in her to ask it, ſhe reſolved at laſt to have a lover pri- 
vately. Acgordingly ſhe made choice. of a perſon of low 
parentage, but noble qualities, whoſe name, was Guiſcard, 
with whom ſhe became violently i in love; and by often 
ſeeing him, and evermore commending his manner and 
bellaviour, he ſoon became ſenſible of it, and devoted him- 
ſelf entirely to the love of her. Affecting each other thus 
in ſecret, and ſhe deſiring nothing ſo much as to be with 
him, and not daring to truſt any perſon with the affair, 
contrives a new ſtratagem in order to apptiſe him of the 
means. She wrote a letter, wherein ſhe. mentioned what 
ſhe would have him do the next day for her; this ſhe 
put into an hollow cane, and giving it to him one day, 
the ſaid pleafantly : You may make a pair of bellows of 
this, for your ſervant to Blow the fire ien this evening. 
He received it, ſuppoſing very juſtly that it had ſome 
meaning; and taking it home, found the letter; which 
when he had throughly conſidered, and knew. what he had to 
do, he was the moſt overjoy'd man that could be; and he 
applied himſelf accordingly - to anfwer her aſſignation, in 
the manner ſhe had directed him. On one ſide of the 
palace, and under a mountain, was a grotto, which had 
deen made time out of mind, and into which no light 
could come, but thro' a little opening dug in the moun- 
_ tain.z and which, as the grotto had been long in diſuſe, 
was now grown over with briers and thorns. Into this 
grotto was a paſſage by a private ſtair-caſe out of one 
of the rooms. of the palace, and which belonged to the 
. apartment; altho* it was ſecured 1 a very 2 
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door. This. paſſage was ſo far out of every one's thoughts, 
having been diſuſed for ſo long a time, that no body re- 
membred any thing about it: But love, whole: notice 
nothing can eſcape, brought it freſh into the mind of the 


enamoured lady. Who to keep this thing entirely pri- 


vate, laboured ſome days before ſhe could get the door 
open; when having gone down into the cave, and ob- 
ſerving. the opening, and how high it might be from 
thence to the bottom, ſhe, acquainted him therewith. 
Guiſcard then provided a ladder of cords; and caſing him- 
ſelf well with leather to be defended from the thorns, 
fixing one end ef the ladder to the ſtump of a tree Which 

was near, he ſlides down by the help of it to the bot» 
tom, where he ſtayed expecting the lady. The following 


der pretence that ſhe was going to lie down, and locking 
herſelf up alone in her chamber, ſhe opens the door and 
deſcends into the grotto, where they met to their mu- 
tual ſatisfaction. From thence ſhe fhew'd him the way 

to her chamber, where they were together the greateſt 
part of the day, and taking proper meaſures for the time 
to come, he went away thro' the cave, and ſhe returned 
to her maids. The ſame he did the next night; and he 
followed this courſe for a conſiderable time; when for- 
tune, as tho ſhe envy'd them their happineſs, thought 
fit to change their mirth into mourning. Tancred bad 
uſed ſometimes to come into his daughters chamber to paſs 
a little time away with ber, and accordingly he goes 
thither one day after dinner, whilſt the lady, whoſe name 
was Ghiſmond, was with her maids in the garden; and 
being perceived by no one, nor yet willing to take her 
from her diverſion, finding alſo the windows ſhut, and 
the curtains. drawn to the feet of the bed, he throws 
himſelf down in a great- chair, which ſtood in a corner 
of the room, leaning his head upon the bed, and drawing 
the curtain before him, as if he concealed himſelf on 
purpoſe, when he chanced to fall aſleep. In the mean 
time, Ghiſmond having made an appointment with her 
lover, left the maids in the garden, and came into her 
Chamber, which ſhe made faſt, not thinking of any per- 
ſon being there; and went to meet Guiſcard, who was 
in the cave waiting for her, and brought him into her 
chamber; when her father awoke, and was a witneſs to 
N bh Ox 3 
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all that paſſed between them: This was the utmoſt af- 
fiction to him, and he was going to cry out, but upon 


ſecond thoughts he reſolved to keep it private if poſſibſe, 
that he might be able to do more ſecurely and with leſs 


diſgrace, what he had refolved upon. The lovers ſtay'd 
together their uſual time, without perceiving any thing of 
: Tancred, who, after they were departed, gets out of the 
window into the garden, old'as he was, and went with- 
out being ſeen of any one very ſorrowful to his chamber. 
The next night, according to his orders, Guiſcard was 
ſeized by two men as he was coming out of the cave, 
and carried by them in his leathern doublet to Tancred, 
who, as ſoon as he faw him, ſaid with tears in his eves : 
Guiſcard, you have ill requited my kindneſs towards you, 


by this outrage and ſhame which you have brought upon 


me, and which this very day I have been an eye-witneſs 
of. When he made noother anſwer but this: Sir, love hath 


greater power than either you or I, Tancred then ordered 


a. guard to be ſet over him. And the next day he goes to 
his daughter's apartment as ufual, ſhe knowing nothing of 
what had happened, and ſhutting the door, that they might 


be private together, he faid weeping to her thus: Daughter, 


I had that opinion of your modeſty and virtue, that I eould 


never have believed, had I not ſeen it with my own 


eyes, that you would have violated either, even fo much 
as im thought. My reflecting on this will make the ſmall 
pittance of life that is left very grievous to me. As you 
was determined to act in that manner, Would to God you 
had made choice of a perſon more ſuitable” to to your own 
quality ; but for this Guiſcard, he is one of the very meaneſt 
perſons about my court. This gives me ſuch concern, that 


I ſcarce know what to do. As for him, he was ſecured. 


by my order laſt night, and his fate is determined. But 
with regard to yourſelf, I am influenced by two different 
motives ; on one fide,” the tendereſt regard that a father 
can have for a child; and on the other, the juſteſt ven- 
geance for the great folly you' have committed, One pleads 


ſtrongly in your behalf; and the other would excite me to 
do an act contrary to my nature. But before I come to a 


reſolution, I would hear what you have to ſay for yourſelf. 
And when he ſaid this, he hung down his head, and wept 
like a child. She hearing this from her father, and per- 
n that their amour was not only diſcovered, but her 
I lover 
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hover alſo in priſon, was under the greateſt concern imagi> 
nable, and was going to break out in loud and grievous 
lamentations, as is the way of women in diſtreſs; but get- 
ting the better of this weakneſs, and putting on a ſettled 
countenance, as ſuppoſing Guiſcard was dead, and being 
reſolved firmly in her own, mind not to outlive him, the 
ſpoke therefore with all the compoſure in the world to this 
purpoſe : Sir, to deny what I have done, or to intreat any 
favour of you, is no part of my deſign at preſent; for as 
the one can avail me nothing, fo. I intend the other ſhall 
be of little ſervice. I will make no advantage of your 
love and tenderneſs towards me; but ſhall firſt, by an open 
confeſſion, endeavour to vindicate myſelf, and then do what 
the greatneſs of my ſoul prompts me to. T'is moſt true 
that I have loved, and do ſtill love Gw//card ; and whilſt 
I live, which will not be long, ſhall continue to love 
him: And if ſuch a thing as love be after death, even 
that ſhall not diſſolve it. To this I was induced by no 
frailty, ſo much as his ſuperior virtue, and the little care 
you took to marry me again, I preferred him before 
all the world: And as to the meanneſs. of his ſtation, 
which you ohject ſo much to, that is more the fault of 
fortune, who often raiſes the moſt unworthy to an high 
eſtate, neglecting thoſe of greater merit. We are all forn,'d 
of the ſame materials, and by the ſame hand. "The: brit. 
difference amongſt .mankind was made by virtue; they 
who were virtuous were deem'd noble, and the reſt were 
all accounted otherwiſe, Tho' this law therefore may have 
been obſcured by contrary cuſtom, yet is it diſcarded neither 
by nature, nor good manners. If you regard then the worth 
and virtue only of your .courtiers, and conſider that of 
Guiſcard, you will find him the only noble perſon, and the 
others a ſet of paltroons. With regard to his worth and 
valour, I appeal to yourſelf : Who ever commended man 
more for every thing that was praiſe-worthy, than you 
have commended him? and deſervedly in my judgement ; 
but if I was deceived, it was by following your opinion. 
If you ſay then, that I have had an affair with a per- 
ſon baſe and ignoble, I deny it; if with a poor one, 
it is to your ſhame, to let ſuch. merit go unrewarded. 

Now concerning your laſt doubt, namely, how you are 
to deal with me; uſe your pleaſure. If you are diſpoſed, 

to commit an act of cruelty, I ſhall ſay nothing to pre- 

2 1 vent 
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vent ſuch a reſolution. | But this I muſt appriſe you. of, 


that | unleſs you do the ſame to me; which you either 
have done, or mean to do to Guiſcard, my own hands 
ſhall do it for you. Reſerve your tears then for women; 
and if you mean ſeverity, cut us off both together, if 
it appears to you that we have deſerved it. The prince 
knew ful] well the greatneſs of her ſoul; but yet he 
could by no means perſuade himſelf, that ſhe would have 
reſolution enough to do as her words ſeemed to threaten, 
Leaving her then, with a deſign of being favourable as to 
her, and meaning to wean her affection from her lover 
by taking him off; he gave orders to the two men, who 
guarded him, to ſtrangle him privately in the night, and 
to take his heart out of his body, and bring it to him. 
Accordingly they executed his commands, and the next 
day he called for a golden cup, and putting the heart 
into it, he had it conveyed by a truſty ſervant to his 


daughter, with this meſſage, viz. your father ſends this 


preſent to comfort you, with what was moſt dear to you; 
even as he was comforted by you, in what was moſt 
dear to him. She had departed from her father, not 5 
all moved as to her reſolution, and therefore had 


| pared the juices of ſome poiſonous plants, which ſhe bad 


— 


mixed with water to be at hand, if what ſhe feared ſhould 
come to paſs. When the ſervant then had delivered the 
preſent, and reported the meſſage according as was bid; 


ſhe took the cup, without changing countenance, and 
ſeeing the heart therein, and knowing by the words that 
it muſt be Guiſcard's, ſhe looked ſtedfaſtly at the ſervant, 


and faid : My father hath done very wiſely ; ſuch a heart. 
as this requires no worſe a ſepulchre than that of gold. And 


upon this ſhe lifted it to her mouth and kiſſed it; when 
ſhe continued: All my life long, even to this laſt period 
of it, have I found my Father's love moſt abundant to- 
wards me; but now more than ever: Wherefore return 
him in my name the laſt thanks that I ſhall be ever 
able to give him for ſuch” a preſent.” Looking then to- 


wards the cup, which the held faſt ' in her hand, ſhe 


jaid: Alas! the deareſt end and centre of all my wiſhes ! 


_ Curſed be the cruelty of him, by whom theſe eyes now 


fee Fu; altho' my ſoul had long view'd and known 

You have finiſhed your courſe; ſuch a one indeed 
as' fortune has thought fit to allot you ; you are arrived 
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at the goal to Which we all tend; have left the 
i of chis World far behind, and ve. obtain'd” ſuch 

a ſepulchre from your very Enemy, as your merit re- 
quired. Nothing remained to make OP, obſequies com- 
pleat, but the tears of her who was ſo dear to you whilſt 

ou was living; and which, that you ſhould not now want, 
Got wv it into the mind of my relentleſs father to ſend you 
And you ſhall hive them, tho* T had purpoſed 
5 4% einem,” and without ſhedding a tear; and when 
I have done, I ſhalt inſtantly join my foul to ours. For 
in what other company can 1 go better and ſafer to thoſe 
unknown regions? As I make no doubt but your ſoul is 
9 hovering here, expecting mine, When ſhe had done ſpeak- 
ing, ſhe pour'd out a flood of tears, kiſſing the heart a 
thouſand times ; whilſt the damſels that- were about her 
knew neither what heart it was, or what thoſe words 
meant; but being moved with pity they join'd with her, 
begging to know the cauſe of her grief, and endeavouring 
all they could to comfort her. Who after ſhe had la- 
mented as much as ſhe thought proper, raiſes up her head, 
and wiping her eyes, ſhe ſaid: Thou heart, moſt dearly 
belov'd! All my duty is now performed towards thee ; 
nothing more remains, but for my ſoul-#6 accompany 
thine, - Upon this ſhe bid them reach the veſſel of water 
which ſhe had prepared the day before, and pouring it 
into the cup with the heart, which ſhe had. backen 
waſht with her tears, ſhe, drank it all off without the 
leaſt dread or apprehenſion, when ſhe threw herſelf upon 
the bed with the cup in her hand, E her body 
as decently as ſhe could ;, and preſſing lover's heart 
to her's, ſhe lay without uttering, a. word more expecting 
death. The maids, when they heard and ſaw all this, 
tho* they knew not what it was ſhe had drank, ſent 
to acquaint Tancred ; who fearing what had really hap- 
pen'd, came into the room ſoon after ſhe had laid her 
ſelf down, and finding it was too late, b:gan to lament 
moſt grievouſly : When ſhe ſaid to him, Sir, fave thoſe 
tears againſt worſe fortune that may happen, for I want 
them not. Who but your ſelf would mourn for a thing 

'of your own doing ? But if any part of that love now 
remains in you which you once had for me, the 
laſt requeſt | hay make is, That as you would not 
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'/* ſuffer us to be happy together whilſt living, that our two 
© + bodies (wherever you have diſpoſed of his) may be pub- 
 Tickly-interred together when dead. Extreme grief would 

" Tuffer him to make no reply; when finding herſelf to 
draw near her end ſhe ftrain'd the heart ſtrongly to her 
breaſt, ſaying, God Almighty receiye us together ; I am 
Juſt a going. So cloſing her eyes, all ſenſe forſook her, and 
ſhe departed out of this miſerable life. Such-an end had 
the amours of Guiſcard and Ghiſmond,. as you have now 
heard; whilſt the prince repenting of his cruelty when 
it. was too late, had them buried in one grave in the 
moſt publick manner to the general grief of all the people 

of Salerno. 7 FF 
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Fries. Albert makes. a. woman believe that an angel is is. 
in love with her, and lies with ber in that ſbape. 
Afterwards, for fear of ber relations, be throws 
himſelf out. of the window, and takes ſhelter in a 
poor man's houſe, who expoſes bim the next day in 
the publick market-place in the form of a wild 

man, when be is dt covered by a Frier and 11 
into e 0 
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f H E tory * by Flemitta Poke tears FR | 
E veral times from the eyes of all the company; 
{_ dut it being now finiſhed, the king, ſhewing 
n a ſtern countenance, ſaid: I would have given 
my life willingly to have enjoyed but half the 
Ee e which thoſe. lovers met with. Nor need you 
wonder at that, becauſe I undergo a thouſand deaths daily, 
without the leaſt pleaſure whatever in return, But letting 
my fortune alone for the preſent, it is my will that Pam- 
pinea proceed; who if ſhe goes on as Flametta hati᷑ be- 
gun, I ſhall expect to receive ſome ſmall degree of com- 
fort more to my affliction. Pampinea finding herſelf fixed 
upon for the next, and having more regard to the inclinations 
of the company, which ſhe very well knew, than the 
king's command, and more deſirous therefore of diverting 
them, than of ſatisfying! his melancholy temper; reſolves 
upon a novel which ſhould make them laugh, keeping an 
to the ſubject propoſed, and which was this: Tis a 
common ſaying that a wicked man, who has the repo- 
tation of being virtuous and good, may do many bad things, 
and no body believe it. This affords ample matter for 
« 22 
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; I 
diſcourſe, and a fit handle for me to ſhow how great the 
hypocriſy is of ſome of the religious, who haye their gar- 
-mients long and large; their faces made pale artificially, 
aud on purpoſe; their language meek and humble, 40 get 


men's goods from them; yet four and harſh enough in 


reproving them of ſuch vices, of which they themſelves 
are guilty”; whilſt they pretend, that they themſelves. me- 
rit heaven as much by receiving, as the others do by giving. 
Who alſo, not as if they were to thither by their own 
endeavours, but as. tho' they were the poſſeſſors and lords 
of it, portion out to every perſon that dies a better or 
worſe place therein, according to the ſum of money be- 
queathed to them; deceiving themſelves in the firſt place, 
if they really mean what they ſay, and thoſe afterwards 
who put their truſt in them. Of whom, 1 


the liberty of ſpeaking all I know, I could quickly diſ- 
cloſe. to many ſimple people what wickedneſa is too. often 
concealed pl. that holy habit. I could wiſh however, 
that the ſame ſucceſs might attend the hypocriſy of them 
all, as befell à certain frier, who was concerned in ſome 
of the beſt families in Venice; the relating of which may 


be ſome nate agns to you after Ae on for the death of | 


Ghiſmond. + 

— lived at Joie a man of a very bad life, called 
* — de la Massa, whoſe evil works had gained him ſuch 
2 character there, that no body could believe him, even when 
be ſpoke truth. Finding therefore that all his quirks and 


cunning would: ſtand him in no farther ſtead at Innia, he 


removes in a kind of deſpair to Venice, the common recep- 
tacle of all ſort of + wickedneſs, when he reſolves to ma- 
nage in a quite different manner to what he had done 
heretofore. And, as if he felt ſome remorſe of conſcience 
for his paſt liſe, pretending alſo to be ſeized with uncom- 
mon ral and devotion, he then turned frier, calling him- 
ſelf father Albert: of Imala. In this habit he ſeemed to lead 


2 mighty ſanRified hfe, highly .commending penance and 
abſtinence, and eating no fleſh, and drinking no wine; but 


then it was when be could get neither to pleaſe him. Be- 
fides this, when he was officiating at the altar at any time, 
if he was taken notice of by many people, he would be 
ſure to weep over our Sa viour's paſſion, having tears 

enough at command hen ever he pleaſed. To be ſhort, what 
with his preaching. * crying e he had ſo far in- 
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might I have 
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ſinuated himſelf into the good graces of the people of Vu. 


nice, that there Was ſcarce a Ly made but he 'was left 


executor; he wow the care alſo and“ diſpoſal of many 
people's money; and was the great adviſer and con ſeſſor (o 
the greateſt part both of men and women; ſo that of 


wolf he became the ſhepherd; and the fame of his ſanctity 5 


was greater than ever was that of St. Francis; No it 
happened, that a vain ſimple lady named Liſetta de Ni. 
rins, wife to a merchant, who was gone a voyage to 
Hlanders, came one day, with ſome other women, to con- 
feels to this holy frier. And being asked, as ſhe was con 
3 if ſhe had ever a lover? Replied; putting on a 
countenance, What! father, have you never an eye 

in your head? Where do you fee à woman fo handſome 
as myſelf 7 I could have lovers enough; but my beauty is 
deſigned neither for one nor another of them: It is fit 
on y to appear in heaven itſelf. Uſing many more extra- 


vagant expreſſions of that ſort, enough to give a perſon a2 


ſurfeit to hear them, father Aubert immediately ſaw her 
blind-fide, and thought her fit game for his purpoſe, but 

deferred ofing any flattering ſpeeches till a more convenient 
opportunity: To ſhew himſelf however holy for that 
time, he began to reprove ber, telling her it was all vain- 
glory, and ſo forth. Whereupon ſhe” called him brute; 


and told him he could not diſtinguiſh beauty when he'faw 


it. He then, not to provoke” her too far, took her 'confeſ- 
fion, and diſmiſſed her. A little time after, taking a friend 


with him whom he could truſt to the houſe, he goes with = 


her to one ſide of the hall, where no body could ſee them, 


and falling down upon his knees, ſaid # Madam, I maſt. 


beg for God's ſake that you would forgive me for blaſphem- 

your beauty, as I did laſt Sunday; for I was fo chaf- 
tiſed the following night for it, that I cbuld not riſe out of 
my bed before to day. And who, quoth the fooliſh lady, 
chaſtiſed you in that manner ? I will tell you, replied "A/- 


bert; as I Was ſaying my prayers that night, according to 


my uſuat manner, ſuddenly” a great light ſhone around r 
and as I turned about to ſee what it was, a 1 
ybuth appeared; with a ſtaff in his hand, who” took hold 


of my hood; and threw me down upon the floor, and 


wy me in ſuch a manner that I was almoſt killed. Up- 
n my asking what all that“ correction was for? He as 
anſwer, 9 didſt fo faucily preſume WOE the 


celeſtial p 


* — 
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celeſtial beauty of madam Liſetta, whom I love above all 
things in the world. And who are you then, I demanded ? 
He replied, I am an angel. I' humbly beg then, quoth I, 
that you would fargive me. He anſwered, I do forgive you 
upon condition that you go the very firſt opportunity to her, 
and obtain her pardon : And unleſs ſhe thinks fit to excuſe 
you, I ſhall return, and give you ſuch diſcipline as you 


ſhall feel ſo long as you live. What he ſaid more I dare 


not ſpeak, unleſs I have your forgiveneſs. The ſimple wo- 
man, who was puft up till ſhe was fit to burſt with vanity, 
gave ear to this ridiculous ftory, and faid: I told you, 
father Abert, that my beauties were of the celeſtial kind; 


I am forry for what you have ſuffered, and heartily forgive 


vou; but tell me what the angel ſaid beſides. That 1 
will, ſaid he; but one thing I muſt enjoin you, namely, 
that yau-tell it to no perſon living, unleſs you have a 
mind to ruin all; for you are certainly the happieſt woman 
upon the face of the earth. He told me then, that he had 
ſuch a regard for you, that he ſhould frequently come to 


viſit you, if he thought you would not be too much ter- 


rified. He bid me tell you therefore, that he ſhould come 
ſome evening in human ſhape, and would know from you 
when you. would chuſe to ſee him, and whoſe form and 
perſon you would have him aſſume : She replied, That ſhe 
approved of it very wel', that ſhe ſhould be alone this even- 
ing, and that whatever form and manner he came in ſhe 
ſhould not- be afraid. Madam, he continued, you talk 
well, it ſhall be done as you have agreed; but I have a 
favour to beg, which will coſt you nothing, namely, that 
he may put on my perſon : My ſoul will be in a kind of 


trance in the mean time, as it will be then diſengaged 


from the body. I conſent with all my heart, anſwered 
The, it will be ſome amends for the blows you have received. 


But, ſaid he, the door muſt be open, - otherwiſe, | as he 


comes in human ſhape, he would not be able to enter 
your houſe. She promiſed it ſhould be done, and when 
night came he went to a woman's houſe, that he uſed to 
frequent when he had ſuch affairs in hand, where getting 
his ſham-wings, and other. accoutrements ready, he came 
flying at laſt into the lady's chamber. He ſtay'd with 
her all that night, and at break of day went out in like 
manner as he came in; whilſt the lady was ſo proud. of her 
gallant, that ſhe could not help boaſting of it to ano of her 
; | | neighbours, 


. . 
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neighbours, who was fo tickled with the ſtory, that ſhe 
_ it amongſt a whole company of goſſips, who again 
* it to others, that in leſs than two days it was 
— all over Venice. Her relations heard of it amongſt 
the reſt, who for ſeveral nights together kept conſtant aten 
to make a diſcovery; if poſſible, of this angel: One night” 
accordingly he was coming to reprimand her for making it 
publick, and had no ſooner got into the room, and ſtripped 
himſelf of his wings, and other habilments, but they were 
at the door; which he perceiving, and ſeeing no other way 
to eſcape, opened the caſement, which was over the great 
canal, and threw himſelf directly into it. As the river was 
deep, and he able to ſwim,' he — no harm; eſpying 
then a cottage on the other ſide, with the door open, he 
made towards it, when entering therein, he intreated the 
honeſt man, telling him à thouſand lies concerning the 
reaſon of his coming there in that manner, and at that 
time, to ſave his life, who being moved with pity, and 
having ſome affairs which called him away for a time, bid 
him go into his bed, and lie there till he ſhould return; he 
locked him then in the houſe, and went about his buſineſs. 
The lady's relations, upon coming into her chamber, found 
that the angel had left his wings, and flown away without 
them: They gave her therefore a ſevere reprimand, .call- 
ing her all the vile ſimple women in the world; and they 
carried off the angel's implements along with them. In the 
mean time, as ſoon as it was day, the man being on the 
other fide the Rialto, heard the whole ftory of a fellow's 
perſonating an angel to be with Liſetta, and how he was 
diſcovered by her relations, and forced to leap into the 
canal, and that no body knew what was become of him; 
whence he concluded, it muſt be the ſame man he had in 
his houſe, Finding it upon his coming home to be ſo; after 
ſome diſcourſe together he made him fend home for five 
hundred ducats, threatening otherwiſe to deliver him up to 
the woman's friends; when after the meney was brought, 
and the frier deſirous of getting away, the honeſt man aid 
farther to him: I ſee no way for your eſcape but one; to 
day we make a great rejoicing, when one perſon is to bring 
a man cloathed like a bear; another hke a wild man, and 
ſo on; and in that manner people are to come under dif- 
ferent diſguiſes into St. Mar#'s Place as to an hunting; and 
when the diverſion 1 % leads away che perſon 


that 
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that he brings where he pleaſes. Now if before any one 


knows that you are here, you will conſent to be led in 5 


one of thoſe diſguiſes, I will carry you afterwards where 
you will, otherwiſe I do not ſee how you can get away 
without being obſerved ; for the relations are every where 
out upon the ſcout for you. This ſeemed an hard ſentence 
to the father; but his fear of being diſcovered was ſo great, 
that he conſented at laſt: Accordingly he was beſmeared 
all over with honey, and covered afterwards with down; 
and putting a chain about his neck, and a vizard upon his 
face, with a great ſtick in one hand, and a couple of 
butcher's maſtiffs in the other, a man was ſent before to 
the Rialto to make publick proclamation, that all who had a 


mind. to ſee the angel ſo much talked of, might repair to 


St. Mark's place, which was a Yenatian trick at beſt;,— 
When that was done he was led forth, and all the way as 


he was carried along there was a great outcry of the people, 


wondering what thing it was; and- being brought into the 


great ſquare, what with the people that followed, and 


thoſe that | flocked. thither, upon hearing the procla- 
mation, the crowd was immenſſy great. The fellow 
then tied his wild man to a pillar, pretending to wait 
till the ſport began; in the mean time the flies and 
waſps, as he was dawbed with honey, began to grow 
exceeding troubleſome to him. Perceiving at laſt the 


ſquare ſufficiently crowded, under a pretence of turning him 


looſe, be takes off the vizard, and faith : Gentlemen, as I 


find we are to have no other ſport to day, I intend to ſhew 


Vou the angel which uſed to come at nights to viſit the Ve- 
netian ladies. No ſooner was the vizard removed. but 


they knew him to be father Hubert, and there was a moſt ter- 
rible out- cry againſt him, every one pelting him with 
whatever filthineſs came to their hands, till at length the 


news reached the con vent, when two of his brethren came, 


and brought him one of their habits, and carried him away 
with the utmoſt difficulty, and he was thrown into priſon 


upon it, where he ended his days in a miſerable — 
It was thus this man's conſummate hypocriſy and blaſphemy 
met with their due reward; and dern the like mor mend 
all ſuch 2 as himlelf, Is 
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Three young men fall in love with three: fiſters, and 
ie with them into Crete. The eldeſt deſtroys ber 
lover out of jealouſy, and the ſecond, by. conſent- 
ing to the duke of Crete*s requeſt, is the means of 
 faving her ſiſter's life: Afterwards ber lover killeth 
ber, and goes away with the eldeſt fiſter. The third 
couple is charged. with her death, which they con- 
 feſs, and afterwards fee their kcepers, and make 
their eſcape,” and die at Rhodes at laſt in great 
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FEN Philratus heard the concluſion of Pan- 
Ay pined's novel, he ſtood ſome time in ſuſpenſe, 
aud at laſt, turning towards her, he. faid : 
[co There was ſomething good in the end of your 
 * +. ſtory, but the beginning was much too ludi- 
ecrous. Then pointing to Lauretta, he added, Do you go 
on with a better if you can. She ſmiling. replied, You 
are too hard upon poor lovers, to deſire that their affairs 
ſhould always end unfortunately. Nevertheleſs I ſhall, in 
compliance to your orders, give an account of three per- 
ſons Who were equally unhappy that way; and thus 1 
proceed. Every vice, as you very well know, may turn 
not only to the diſadvantage of ſuch as are ſubject to it, 
but of others alſo: And of all vices anger is that which 
hurries us along moſt blindly to our ruin. Now this paſſion 
ſeems to be a ſudden and raſh emotion, raiſed. in us by an 
injury received; which driving away all ſenſe and reaſon, 
and veiling the eyes of our underſtanding, kindles . 
15 | | 5 
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fouls a moſt violent fury. And as men are governed by 


it too often, tho* ſome more than others, yet is it of worſe 


conſequence in the women, as it is more eaſily kindled in 


them, and burns alſo with a more fierce and laſting flame. 


Nor is this to be wondered at; for fire, in its own nature, 
is apt to take hold the ſooneſt of ſuch things as are of the 
lighteſt conſiſtence; and our texture, we know, is much 
more delicate and tender than that of the men. Seeing 
therefore how prone we are naturally thereto, conſidering 
alſo that nothing can recommend us more to the good 
eſteem of the men, with whom we are to ſpend our lives, 
than mildneſs and good nature; and on the contrary, that 
anger is attended with infinite danger and trouble ; I ſhall, 
for your greater defence and ſecurity in this reſpect, relate 
the loves of three young men, and as many ladies, who all 
became miſerable thro the fury of one. Marſeilles, you 
know, is an ancient and famous city in Provence, ſituated 
on the ſea coaſt, and was better ſtored formerly with rich 
Citizens and wealthy merchants than at preſent, Amongſt 

whom was a perſon called Narnald Cluade, one of a fair 


character, and immenſly rich, who beſides his other children, 


had three daughters; the two eldeſt; who were twins, 
were about fifteen years of age, and the other fourteen ; 


and there was nothing wanting to the diſpoſing of all three 


in marriage, but the return of their father, who was gone 
a trading voyage to Spain. The names of the two former 
were Ninetta and Magdalena, and of the laſt Bertella. 
Now there was a worthy young gentleman, but of ſmall 
fortune, named 'R2/targnon, in love with Ninetta, and ſhe 
had the ſame good liking for him: And this affair was 
carried on ſome time between them, without any body's 
knowing any thing of the matter. In the mean time, two 
other young gentlemen, who were both rich, their fathers 
being juſt dead, fell in love with the other two ſiſters; the 
one, whoſe name was Foulques, having made choice of 
Magdalena, and the other called Huguet of ' Bertella, Re- 


 ftaignon being appriſed of this by Ninetta, contrives a way 


to make up his want of wealth by their love, and getting 
into company ſometimes with one, and then with the 
other, and going with them, after they became a little 
acquainted together, to ſee their miſtreſſes and his own, he 


took occaſion one day to invite them to his houſe, when he 


ſpoke to them in this manner: Gentlemen, our acquaint- 


ance- 
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tance for ſome time paſt may have convinced. you of the 
great eſteem I have for you, ſo as to have your, intereſts at 
heart equally with my own: I ſhall now acquainy'ygu there 
fore with a thought 195 come into my mind, and vou may. 
do afterwards as ſhall ſeem moſt proper. It plainly appears 
that you have the utmoſt regard and value for the, two. 
young ladies, and T haye the ſame for the third ſiſter. 1 
think, if you will conſent to it, that I have found out an, 
_ expedient; agreeable enough,.. Which is as follows: „ Vou are 
both very rich, and I am other wiſe; make then one joint 
ſtock, and let me come in à partner with you, and ręſolye 
on what part of the world we may go to, to, live happi ih 
together, and I will undertake that the three ſiſters fol 
bear us company, with a good part of their father s weal 
ſo that every one of us may have his miſtreß, and we live 
like brethren together, with all due comfort and ſatisfaction. 
Bay then what you mean to do. The young gentlemen 
were ſo much in love, that they gave themſelves very little 
time to reflect upon what was propoſed ; but-dechred, that, 
happen what would, they were 2 10 to comply. 


port 
this he takes the firſt opportunity that offered, and; which 


Vas no eaſy. matter to compaſs, of being with  Ninetta, 
when he made the fame propoſal to her, . infotcing it by 
diverſe, reaſons, which he 8 no OTE, occaſion 15 do, 


becauſe it was entirely to her lik dhe told him there- x 


fore, that ſhe conſented berſelf, ot would perſuade her 


ſiſters 3 that, in the mean time, he ſhould get every thing ; 
im readineſs for ſuch an expedition. He Feturne W 


his two friends, who grew. impatient to be gone, and 155 
them that every thing was in readineſs om the part of th 
ladies. Their reſplution was to go to. Cfete, and g 
their eſtates under the pretence of turning 8 oy 


bought- a light frigate, Which they armed and victuall 
with. great fecreſy sgainſt the time appointed. Wh 
Ninetia, who was no ſtranger to ber ſiſters; incli pations, had 
 wrought-ſo far upon them by her. fine e hat they 
longed ſor nothing {9 much as their departure... The 5 
being come. therefore, When they, were to embark, the 
three, ladies opened their father's cabinet, and took cut 


ao great quantity of ee and jowels, with which they 


28 away to meet their lerer who Were es 
at. che place appointed, when they immediately ſet 
made * any where till 1 came iy Geode the 
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From thende they went from port to port, till in eight 


days time they arrived at Crete, where they purchaſed = 


eRates and fine houſes, and lived like noblemen, keeping 
great numbers of ſervants, horſes, dogs, &c. for their di- 
- verſion ; ſo that none ſeemed to enjoy more pleaſure and 
ſatisfaction than themſelves. Paſſing their time away in 
this manner, it happened, (as we ſee fall out every day, 
that things, however coveted by us, nauſeate by over great 
oY ) that Reflaignon, who had an entire affection for 
Minetta, before ſhe was in his power, began now to be 
abundantly more cool in that reſpect; for being at a feaft 
one day he met with a lady, with whom he became vio- 


lently in love and he began to make treats and enter» | 


tainments for her ſake, till his wife grew fo jealous that he 
could never ftir a ſtep but ſhe had notice of it, and expreſ- 
fed the utmoſt uneaſineſs both in her words and behaviour 
to him on that account. But as plenty always clogs, and as 
to have what we want denied us, whets the appetite; ſo 
did this vexation of hers encreaſe the flame of his love. 
For_ whether it was that he had really accompliſhed his de- 
fires or not, Ninetta, whoever told her fo, believed it: And 
| The fell hereupon into ſuch a fit of ſorrow and fury after- 
wards, that her love for her husband was changed inte 
extreme hatred ; and ſhe reſolved to revenge the wrong 
ſhe: had ſuſtained with his death. Meeting then with an old 


Grecian woman, skilled in all ſorts of poiſons, ſhe- engages 


Her, by preſents and large promiſes, to prepare a deadly 
water, which ſhe gave him, without any farther confiders- 


tion, one evening when he was very thirſty to drink 3 and 


the power of it was ſuch, that he died before morning. 
Fudlques and Huguet, with their wives, knowing nothing 
of his dying of poiſon, lamented over him very much along 
with Ninetta, and had him honourably buried. But not many 
days afterwards the old woman was taken up for ſome other 


crime, when ſhe confeſſed this. Whereupon the duke of 


Crete, without ſaying a word to any perſon about it, had 
Faulgues's palace beſet one night, and Ninetta brought quiet- 
1y away priſoner from thence; who, without any tortue, 
confeſſed the whole of . Refaighen's' death; He therefore 
"acquainted" Frilgits' and Hlugus with it, who uſed all their 
"underſtood was like to be her ſentence, but all to n 
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ppſe, the duke ſeemed reſolved to have juſtice done, Heres 
duke had long taken a fancy to, tho' hitherto to no pur- 
_ poſe, ſuppoſing now, that, by obliging him, ſhe might 
fave her ſiſter's life, ſent; privately to let him know that the 
would comply with his intreaties upon two conditions : 'The 
one was, that her fiſter ſhould be ſet free; and the other, 
that the whole ſhould be a ſecret. The duke liked the 
meſſage, and agreed to what was propoſed, Wherefore 
keeping Foulques and Huguet priſoners one night, by her 
conſent, as if he wanted ſome farther information, he 
went privately aſterwards to Magdalena, and pretending 
that he had cauſed Ninetta to be put into a ſack, and thrown 
into the fea, he took her along with him to her fiſter, 
to whom he gave her up, according to their agreement, 
charging Magdalena to ſend her out of the way, to pre- 
vent all blame and cenſure, and leſt he ſhould be compelled 
to proceed with rigour againſt her. The next morning 
Foulgues and Huguet were told that their ſiſter was put to 
death, and being releaſed went home to comfort their 
| wives for the loſs of her; and tho' Magdalena endea- 
voured, as much as poſſible, to keep her concealed, yet 
Foulgues had ſome ſuſpicion that ſhe was in the houſe, 
and was at laſt convinced of it, which occaſioned ſome 
jealouſy, as he knew the dake's regard for his wife: 
herefore he asked her, How it happened, that Ninetta 
was there? She began then a long ſtory, to which he 
gave but little credit, and forced her at laſt to confeſs 
the truth, Whereupon, being provoked to the laſt de- 
gree, he drew his ſword, and ſtabbed her to the heart, 
begging in vain for mercy ; ſearing afterwards the duke's. 
reſentment he went into the room to Nixetta, and ſaid 
chearfully to her: Let us go away directly, according 
to your ſiſter's appointment, for fear you ſhould fall into 
the hands of the duke, She was deſirous of getting a- 
way, and accordingly, without taking any leave of her 
ſiſter, went off in great haſte along with him, who took 
only what money was at hand, which was but little; 
and. going on ſhiþboard together, it was never known 
whither they were carried, Magdalena being found dead 
the next day, ſome perſons, out of ill will to Huguet, carried 
the news abt to the duke, who came in all haſte 
to the houſe, as he had an intire love for her, and 
| | GO: ſieiaed 
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ſeized upon Huguet and his lady, and put them to the 
rack, by which means he made them confeſs what they were 
entire ſtrangers to; namely, that they were equally con- 
cerned in her death with their brother, who was fled : 
And finding that there was no other proſpect of faving 
their lives, they bribed their keepers with a large ſum 
of money, which they always had in readineſs for any 
extraordinary occaſion, and went immediately on board 
a ſhip, without being able to take any of their effects, 
and fled to Rhodes, where they died ſome time after in 
great diſtreſs and poverty. To ſuch an end did the 


fooliſh love of Re/taignon, and the ungoverned fury of 


80 "lt bring both Wem and the reſt. 
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Gerbing;/ contrary 10 4 ay? — wy joel, Willam i 
his grandfather, | fought with a ſhip Belong ing to 
the” king of Tunis, with a deſign to tale —.— | 
Bis daughter ; who being ſlain by the' ſhip's: crew, 
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5 I: the company ga ve their. different opinions * 
ceerning the fate of theſe unhappy; 3 5 
LEH perſon ſaying one thing, and that another ; ll 

at length, the king raiſing up his, head, as if 
from a profound ſtudy, made the next ſignal to Eliza, 
who began as follows: There are many people who are 7 
ſuaded that love is only kindled at the eyes, making a jeſt at. 
thoſe, who maintain the poſſibility of people's being enamour d 
by report: But how far they are miſtaken will be ſeen in the 
following ſtory ; ; whegein will be ſhown, not only the power 
of fame in that reſpe& ; but that it hath brought diverſe 
perſons alſo to a miſerable death. 

\ William., the ſegond king of Sicily (as their hiſtories re- 
late) had two children, uiz. a fon named Ruggieri, and A 
daughter called Conſtance; which Ruggieri died before his 

father, leaving 2 ſon called Gerbins, whom his grandfather 
took care to bring up, and he became a moſt accompliſhed 

prince. Nor did his fame confine itſelf to the bounds of his. 
own country; hut was echoed in diverſe parts of the 
world, e ally, in Barbary, which was then. tribdtary 
to the king of Siciy. Amongſt others, who had heard of 5 
fiogular Won and character, Ty A daughter, of the Bog 
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of Tunis, who, in the opinion of all that ever ſaw her, 
Was as beautiful a woman as ever was born, with a ſoul 
equal:y noble and perfect: Who enquiring always after 


people of worth, received from all hands a moſf extra- 


ordinary account of Gerbins's merit and noble exploits, which 
were ſo pleaſing to her, that conceiving within her own mind 


the idea of his perſon, ſhe became violently in love, and 


was never more pleaſed than when he was the ſubject of 
their diſcourſe. Oa the other hand, no leſs had her fame 
reach'd Sicily, as well as ether countries, and was parti- 
cularly agreeable to the prince, who had conceived the 
ſame love for her; and being defirous above all things of 
ſeeing her, had charged ſome of his friends, till he could 
obtain leave from his grandfather to go himſelf to Tunis, 


to make his love known, in the beſt manner they were 


able, privately. to ber; and to being hive: Howe tidings 
concerning her. "This was managed very. dexrouſly by 
one of them, wha went under the character of a jeweller ; 
and ſhe received him with great chearfulneſs and ſatiſ- 
faction, deolaring a mutual regard for the prince, and as 
x2 teſtimony of that, ſent him a preſent of one her richeſt 
| Kya He received it with great joy, and wrote diverſe 

letters, 8 her with things of great value, and 
obliging himſelf to wait upon her in perſon as ſoon. as fortune 
would give leave. Things being carried fo far, and farther 
than ought to have been, to their mutual ſatisfactions; 
it happen'd, that her father promiſed her in marriage to 
dhe king of Graxgda, which gave her infinite concern, 
and ſhe would gladly, could ſhe have found an opportu- 
nity, have fled away from her father to the prince. He, 
in like manner, hearing of this contract, was affficted be- 
yond meaſure, and reſolved, if it ſhould happen that ſhe 
was ſent by ſea, to take her away by force. The king 
of Tunis bearing ſomething of Clas, love, and what he 
defigned ; and well knowing his reſolution ap great valour, 
when the time came that ſhe was to depart, ſent to the 


* 


king of Sicily to acquaint him with his defign; and to de- 


fire a fafe paſſport ; who knowing nothing of his 'grand- 
fon's affections towards the lady, nor thinking that it was 
 defigd upon that account, readily granted i, Te king 
ef Nui then fitted out a ſtately ſhip at Carthage, and 
EW it with every thing neceſſary for the tranſportin 
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daughter to Granada, waited only for the time that had 
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been appointed. Whilſt this was in agitation, the youp 
lady ſent one of her ſervants to Palermo to acquaint the n 
that ſhe was ta fail in a few days, and that it would now ap- 
| pear whether he Was à perſon of that valour as had been 


always reported, or had that love for her which he had often 


declared, The meſſage was faithfully delivered; and the 
prince knowing, at the ſame time, that his grandfather had 
ranted a paſſport, was at a loſs how to behaye z but re- 
lecting upon the lady's, words, and that he might acquit 
himſelf with honour, he hired two light ſhips at Meſſina, | 
which he took care to have well-manned, and failed 59 
them to the coaſt of Sardinia, 1 that the ſhip whic 
had his miſtreſs on board muſt take that courſe, In. a few 
days that expectation Was anſwered, and he beheld her 
falling with 2 light gale of wind near the place where he 
was ftationed. Upon this he addreſſed himſelf to his com- 
panions in the following manner: My friends, if you are 
men of that worth as I ſuppoſe you] to be, I imagine there 
R of you but muſt have felt the extraordinary power of 
love, without which, as J judge by myſelf, there can be 
nothing . virtuous and praiſe-worthy, If then you have 
ever been, or are now in love, you will the more eaſily 
— comprehend. the nature of my deſign. *Tis love makes me 
give you this trouble; and the object of it is in the ſhip. be- 
| fare you, Beſides that, there is ftore of riches, which if 
you fight manfully you may eafily obtain, For my part I 
deſire nothing but the lady, for whoſe ſake I have taken up 
arms; every thing elſe ſhall be yours. Let us go then 
boldly to the attack; fortune ſeems to fayour our under- 
taking; they lie ſtill, unable to get along for want of 
wind. The prince had no occaſion. to make uſe of ſuch an 
exhortation; his people, eager for rapine, were ready enough 
to obey his orders. They declared their approbation then with 
a great ſhout, whilſt the trumpets ſqunded, and they all armed 
themſelves, and rowed towards the ſhip. In like manner the 
other ſhips crews ſeeing twogalliescome towards then, and that 
there was no poſſibility of eſcaping by flight, reſolutely 
upon their defence. The prince being come ſufficiently near, 
ordered that the maſters of the ſhip ſhould come on hoard, 
1 they meant io fight, Whilſt the Saracens under- 
ſtanding who they were, and what their demand was, 
told them, that it was contrary to treaty, and ſhew'd them 
their paſſport ; Declaring r that they would * 
| EE A h SR | ur- 
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ſurrehder themſelves, or part with any thing in the hip 


till they. . were forced to it. The prince, now'ſeeingthe 
lady upon deck, whoſe charms exceeded even fancy itſelf; 
_ replied, Your, paſſport has no weight with me; either deliver 


up the lady, or prepare for fight. Whereup pon they begun 
5e e darts and ſtones on both ſides; battering one another 


for à conſiderable time, to the great lamage of both. At 
length, when the x prince faw. that little good 'was'to be done 


that way, he took a ſmall pignace which' he had brought 


with him 'from Sardinia, and fEtting (it on fire, "towed: it 
With his two veſſels fideways of the ſhip: which the Sa- 


racens obſerving, and being now aſſured that they muſt ckther. 


ſurrender ar periſh, had thelady broupht from bed where ſhe 
— wasall in tears, 'when they called upon the prince, and mur 
dered her before His face, b. 
affiſtance, ant threw her they into the ſei, faying: Take 
her, ſuch as we can now give thee; and ſüch as thy breach 
of faith hath deſerved. He ſeeing their cruelty; nor eating 
now what became of his own life, in ſpight of all che darts 


and ſtones that were thrown at him, came up cloſe with the 
thip, and boarded her: And as"afamiſh'd lion, when he 


Sets among an herd of cattle gives a looſe to his fury before 


e fatifies his hunger; in like manner did the prince flay all 
that came in his way, whilſt the fire getting an head in the 
ſhip, he orderd the failors to fave what booty Deg were able 


for themſelves, and he return'd to hig ſhip little p caſed with 
ſo dear a ebtiqueſt.  Afterwatds having recovered the lady's 


body out of the ſea, and lamenting heartily over it, he te- 


turned to Sicih, and had it buried in a little iſſahd 'over 
acainft"Trepant, from whence —_— ſorrowfully: home, 


The king of Tanis, upon ts ry news, ſent able | 


dors all in deep mourning to the king of Sicily, complaining 
of the breach of faith, and ik © ih what manner it' had 


deen done. dum wi much concerned at this, ahd 
ſeeing no way, "whereby he might deny them the Juſtice 


they "dem:inded, had his grandſon ſeiſed, and notwith- 
ſanding the interceſſion of every one of his barons, ordered 


his head to be ftruck off in his preſence : Chuſing rather to 


be without a grandſon, than be thought a king without 
honour.” Sich a miſerable end had theſe two lovers within a 


few days of each other, without —_ the leaſt ſruit of 
Fheir loves, "T4 9 1 7. 8 offi 121 
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' pears to ber in 4 dream, and ſhews. ber where 
be is buried. She privately brought away his 
bead, and putting it into a. pot & baſil, and 
ober "fweet berbs, lamented over it à cogſider- 
able time every day. At length, they take it away 
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1 commended by the king, Pbibmind then was 
ordered to begin, who full of pity for the πƷr 
unhappy lovers laſt mentioned, fetched a deep 
ſigh, and faid : © My novel will not be con- 
Serie people of ſuch. high rank as what Eliza hath'now 
been relating, but Thaps it may be equally moving; 
and 1 am led. to. 15 from ber 3 "of wr 
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pened, as ſhe was going to his chamber, that the eldeſt 
brother ſaw her, without her knowing it. This was a 
great affliftion to him; yet being a prudent perſon he 
made no diſcoyery, but lay conſidering with himſelf till 
morning what courſe was beſt. for them to take. He 
then related to his brethren what he had ſeen, with re- 
gard to their ſiſter and Lorenza, and after a long debate 
it was reſolved to ſeem to take. no natice of it for the 
preſent, but to make away with him privately the firſt 
opportunity that offered, that they might remove all cauſe 
of reproach both to their ſiſter and themſelves. Continu- 
ing in this reſolution, they behaved with the ſame free- 
dom and civility to Lorenzo as ever, till at length, under 
the pretence of going out of the city upon a party of 
pleaſure, they carried him along with them, and being 
come to a loneſome place, fit for their purpoſe, they 
flew him, unprepared to make any defence, and buried 
him there; and returning to Maſſina, they gave it out, 


that they had ſent him a journey of buſineſs, which was 


eaſily. believed, becauſe they frequently did ſo. In ſome 
time, ſhe thinking that he made a long ſtay, began to 
enquire earneſtly of her brethren concerning him, and 
this ſhe did fo often, till at laſt one of them ſaid to her, 
What haſt thou to do with Lorenzo, that thou art 
continually teazing us about him? If thou enquireſt any 
mare, thou ſhalt receive ſuch an anſwer as thou wilt by 
no means approve of. Hereupon ſhe begun to be ex- 
ceedingly- grieved, and fearing ſhe knew not why, re- 
mained without asking any more queſtions; yet all night 
long would ſhe lament and complain of his long ſtay; 
and thus ſhe ſpent her life in a long and anxious wait- 
ing for his return. Fill one night it happened, that 

having wept herſelf allecp, he 5 5 to her in a dream, 
all pale and ghaſtly, with his eleaths rent to | wy and 
he theught that he ſpake to her thus: My dear ſabel, 
thou grieveſt inceſſantly for my abſence, and art conti- 
nually calling upon me; but kngw that I can return no 
more to thee, for the laſt day that thou ſaweſt me, thy 
brothers put me to death. And deſcribing the place where 
they had buried him, he bid her call no more upon 
bim, nor ever expect to ſee him when he W She 
waking, and giving credit to the viſion, lamented ex. 
—_—_ | ceeding!y z 
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and not daring to ſay any 2 her bre 


thren, 2 — to go to hong Sift place r 
in ehe dream, to de convinced of the reality of it. Ac- 
ply having leave to go a little way into the country 
aber with a companion hers, who Ts er ra it 
all der affairs, ſhe went thither, and clearing the group 
of the dried leaves, with which it was covered, 2 obs 
| ſerved where the earth ſeemed to be lighteſt, and dug there, 
She had not ſearched far before ſhe came to her lover's 
body, which the found in no wiſe wafted ; this confirmed 
her of the truth of her viſion, and ſhe was in.the utmoſt 
concern on that account ; but as that was not a place fit for 
lamentation, ſhe would willingly have taken the corps away 
with her, to have given it a more decent interment ; but 
finding herſelf unable to do that, ſhe cut off his head, which 
the put into an handkerchief, and covering the trunk 
again with mold, ſhe gave it to her maid to carry, and 
they departed, and came home without being perceived. 
She then ſhut herſelf up in her chamber, and lamented over 
it till it was bathed in her tears, which being done ſhe 
put it into a flower. pot, * folded it in a fine napkin, 
and covering it with earth, ſhe planted ſweet herbs therein, 
which ſhe watered with nothing but roſe or orange 
water, or elſe with her tears, accuſtoming herſelf to 
always before it, and devoting her Whole heart unto it, 
as containing her dear Lena. The ſweet herbs, what 
with her continual bathing, and the moiſture ariſing from 
the putrefied head, flouriſhed exceedingly, and ſent forth 
a ma recable odour, Whilſt ſhe, continuing this 
manner of life, was obſerved by ſome of the neighbours z 
this they related to her brethren, who were ſurpriſed 
with the loſs of her beauty, telling them, that ſhe did 
nothing but weep all day long, Accordingly they re- 
primanded her for it, and finding that i al, ſtole 
the pot from her. She perceiving that it was taken a- 
way, begged earneſtly of them to reſtore it, which they 
refuſing, occaſioned her to fall ſick. The young men 
wondered greatly why ſhe ſhould fancy it ſo much, 
and were reſolved to 'he what it contained: Turning 
out the earth therefore, they ſaw the napkin, and in it 
was the head, not ſo much conſumed, but that, by the 
curled locks, they knew it to be Loremo s, which threw 


them 
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them into the utmoſ} aſtoniſhment, and fearing leſt it 
ould be known they buried it privately, and withdrew 
ſelves from thence to Naples. The young lady never ceaſed 

weeping and calling for her pot of flowers, till ſhe died; 
and thus concluded her unfortunate love. But in ſome „ 
time afterwards the thing became publick, which- gave. By 
riſe to this ſong: lots Ds ka 
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NOVEL VI. "2 


4 young. lady, named Andreuvola, was in love with 

 Gabriotto 3 they. relate to each other their dream; 
when be fell down dead in her arms; as ſbe 
and her maid are carrying him out, they are ap- 


| prehended by the officers of juſtice, when ſbe ne. 
lated how the affair was. Afterwards the ma- 
5 giſtrate would have forced ber, and ſhe reſiſted; at 
lengtb, ber father heard ef it, and, as ber * 
cence was known, bad her ſet at liberty. From 
hence ſhe- "gre * ny of the- ork; and became 
4 Vun. 2 2 * uM PN " 
N HE: blew wire alt pleaſed with — 
becauſe they had often heard the ſong, but were 
1 unacquainted with the reaſon of its being made, 
whilſt- the king gave the next command to 
'  Pamphilus, who began thus. The dream, in 
the preceding ſtory, puts me in mind of another; wherein 
mention is made of two different dreams, Which ſhew 
what was to happen, as the laſt did what had already 
come to paſs; and which were no ſooner related, but the 
effect as ſuddenly; followed. You, muſt know then, that 
it is a general paſſion in all people to ſee many things in 
their ſleep, which appear real at that time, and when we 
awake we judge ſome of them to be ſo; ſome to be bare» 
ly probable; and others to be utterly.- falſe; many of 
which have yet come to paſs. + For which reaſon we ſee 
many 'perions: pay the ſame regard to a dream, as they 
would do to any 1 which they ſaw whilſt they were 
really * „ — that they find conſtant matter 
of joy or trouble from thence, according to their different 
er or bea. ar the W a het are others 2 — 


20 The FOURTH DAY. Noz vl. 


will — nothing of that kind, until they fall into the 
ry da - of which they have been in that manner 
urn d. Of whom I commend neither the one nor the 
other; for as All are not true, neither are they all falfe : 
That all are not true, we . may each of us have frequently 
obſerved ; and yt that all are not falſe, appears from Phi- 
domena's novel, and will be farther ſhewn by mine. Where- 
fore, I am of the opinion, that in a virtuous life and a good 
cauſe you need regard no dream, which may be con- 
mg, fo as to forego any good intention. And con- 
| that in bad-aRions, ibo your dreams ſeem 
to be favourable and to promiſe ſucceſs, yet ſhould you 
give no credit to theſe any more than the others. But to 
proceed with my ftory. In the city of Breſcia there lived 
> peg called ſignor Negro de Ponte Cerraro, who 
ides his other children had a daughter named Andreu- 
vola, à young beautiful lady; now ſhe had taken a fancy 
to a neighbour, whoſe name was Gabriotto, a man of mean 
extract, but excellent qualities, as well as graceful perſon ; 
and by her-maid*s: aſſiſtance ſhe had ma NS the fo 
was not only made acquainted with it, but they had fre- 
quent interviews together 'in her father's garden, to the 
mutual ſatisfaction of both parties. And that nothing but 
death ſhould part their affection, they were privately mar- 
ried; Continuing their meetings in this manner, it hap- 
pened one night, that ſhe dreamed they were in the garden 
and as ſhe had him in her arms, ſhe thought ſhe 
faw femething black and frightful ariſe out of his body, 
the form of which ſhe 'E6uld not well comprehend z which 
took him by force from her, and went with him under- 
ground; and from that time ſhe could neither ſee one, 
nor the other; this gave her infinite concern, and glad 
ſhe was, upon waking, to find it otherwiſe: Yet ſhe had 
ſome dread ſtill upon her on account of the dream. The 
next night therefore, on his deſiring to meet her, ſhe 
_ endeavoured-all ſhe could to put him by; but ſeeing him 
reſolute,” and fearing to diſoblige him, the received him 
as uſual; and after they had diverted themſelves © with 
gathering flowers, and were fate down by a ſountain- ſide, 
he enquired the reafon why ſhe would have prevented his 
coming that night. She then related her dream, and the 
apprehenſions which it had occaſioned ; which made him 
laugh, and tell her, that *rwas a folly to mind dreams, 


either 


E SeegsgrrgrrregrrnF arg 5 


which 9 for the moſt part from the ſtomach being 


either too full, or too empty, and which we every day fee 
to be of no ſigniſicancy: Bur, added he, had I ſhewed any 


regard to dreams, I ſhould not have come nete, not ſo much 


for the ſake of yours, as one of my own the laſt night, and 
which was this: I thought I was hunting in a moſt delight 
ful foreſt, and that I had taken a young beautiful hind, as 
white as ſnow, which in a little time became ſo tame that 
it never left me; when I fearing to loſe it, put a collar 
of gold about its neck, which I held by a golden chain 
in my hand : afterwards. being couched down by me, 
with its head in my boſom, on a ſudden a greyhound” as 
black as jet came-ruſhing upon us, but from whence 1 
could not imagine, ſeeming half ſtarved, and monſtrous 
ugly; at me he made his full career, and it ſeem'd as if he 
put his ſnout into my boſom on my left fide, and griped 


me to my very heart, which I thought he tore away from 


me, and which gave me ſuch pain that I inſtantly awoke 3 
when I laid my hand on my fide, to feel if any thing 
was amiſs ; and could not laughing afterwards at my 


own weakneſs for doing ſo. What can be aid then, in 
ſuch fort of caſes? I have often had as bad or worſe dreams, 


nd nothing ever happened to me; then let us think of 
ſomething elſe. The lady was ſtill more diſmay'd at 
hearing this ; but conceal'd it as much as paſſible, for feat 


of giving him uneaſineſs: Vet every now and then would 


ſhe caft her eye down the garden, to ſee if any thing 
monſtrous ſhould appear to her. Till at length 
a deep ſigh, embraced her, and ſaid: Alas, my life, help 
me, I am juſt a dying 1. and having faid that, fell down upon 
the ground. Which ſhe perceiving, drew him into het 
lap, and weeping ſaid: My deareſt love, what is it that you 
feeF? He made no anfwer, but gaſping vehemently, and 
being All in a ſweat, he was ſoon dead. Ates IS eaſy to 


conceive how grievous this was to the lady, who ſoved 
him more than her own life. She called upon him by 


name over and over, and wept for a conſiderable time; 
but ſeeing that he was certainly dead, and not knowing 
What to do, the run all in tears to call her maid; who had 
been entruſted with the ſecret, when after they had lamented 
over him for ſome time together, ſhe ſaid thus to her: Since 
God hath taken away my love from me, I mean to live no 
longer my ſelf; but before I put my deſign in execution, 
I would take the moſt affectual means to preſerve my 


honour, 
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thonour, by concealing the affection that hath been be- 


1 6—— N 


*tween us; I deſire then to have this body firſt interred, 

| whoſe dear foul is now departed. When the maid- replied : 

My good lady, do hot talk of deſtroying your ſelf; for 
by doing an " of that kind you will boſs bim allo in 
the other world: A ſoul like his muſt be happy, and you 
would ſend yours to endleſs miſery: You — better make 
yourſelf eaſy, and think how you may be of ſervice, by 
offering up ſome few prayers. in his behalf, if by chance 
he ſhould Faw in need of them, for any fin he ſhall 
have committed. With regard to his. interment, that.may 
_ eafily be done in this garden, becauſe it was never known 


that he came hither; or if you will not agree to that 


we will carry him out, and leave him there, he will be 
found in the morning, and convey d home, when his re- 
lations will take care to bury him. The lady, tho ſhe was 


overwhelm'd with grief, liſten'd to ber maid's advice; and not 


approving of the former part of it, ſhe ſaid, with regard to 
the latter, God forbid that I ſhould ever ſuffer a youth, 
ſo dearly beloved by me, as well as my husband, either to 


be buried like a dog, or left in the ſtreet : he has had 


my tears, and ſhall have thoſe of his friends and relations. 
I am now reſolved what to do. And immediately ſhe 
ſent her for a piece of rich ſilk, which ſhe had in her 


cabinet, which being brought, ſhe ſpread it upon the ground, 


and they laid the body thereon, with the head upon a 


pillow; and cloſing his eyes and mouth, with abundance of 


tears, putting a garland of roſes alſo on his head, and ſtrewing 
them over his body, ſhe ſaid to her maid : It is not far from 
hence to his houſe, whither we can eaſily carry him, ſet 
forth in this manner; and we will lay him before the door; 
it will ſoon be day, and then he will be found; and tho 
it will be a ſad ſight to his friends; to me, in whoſe arms 

he dyed, it will be a ſatisfaction. Having ſaid this, ſhe 
hung down her head over him, and wept- * a conſider- 
able time; till being reminded by her damſel, that day- 
break was at hand, ſhe raiſed herſelf up, and taking the 


ring from her finger, with which he had eſpouſed her, ſhe 


put it upon his, ſaying, My dear lord, if thy ſoul hath any 
knowledge of my tears, or if there be any ſenſe or under- 
ſtanding Jeſt after that is departed. from the body, receive 


this laſt gift from her, who was once ſo dear to thee: And 
at theſe words ſhe fell down in ſwoon. In ſome ing . = 
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ſhe came to herſelf, when they took up the filk, on whi@h' 
the body was laid, and went with it out of the garden to- ' 
wards his houſe; And as they" paſſed along, it happen'd, 
that they were met by ſome of the provoſt's officers, who. 
were out upon another affair, and who ſeized them as they 
were carrying off the corps. Andreuvola, coveting death at 
that time more than life, ſaid freely to them, I know who 
ou are, and that it would be in vain to think of eſcaping ; 
13 ready then to go before the magiſtrates, and to relate 
all I know concerning this matter: But let none of you 
dare to touch nie, becauſe I offer no reſiſtance; ; nor touch 
any thing belonging to this body, under pain of being accuſed 
himſelf. Accordingly it was carried untouched to the pro- 
voſt's-hall, and when notice thereof was given to him he 
aroſe, and ſhe being brought before him, he began to queſtion 
her how, and by what means this thing had happen d. Phy- 
ſicians alſo were ſent for to give their opinions, if it 
was done by poiſon, or any ſuch way; who all declared 
the contrary, affirming, that ſome vein near his heart was 
broke, which had ſuffocated him. The provoſt hearing this, and 
perceiving her innocence, ſeem'd to make a matter of favour 
of it, and told her that he would ſet her at liberty, upon 
condition that ſhe would yield herſelf to his pleaſure, which 
ſhe refuſing, he was baſe enough to try force. But ſhe, fired 
with a noble diſdain, defended herſelf with great courage and 
reſolution, It being now broad day, and the news being 
carried to ſignor Negro, he went full of grief to the hall, 
attended by many of his friends, when being informed of 
his daughter's innocency, he demanded her from the pro- 
voſt. Who chuſing rather to mention himſelf what had 
happen'd, than to have her accuſe him, begun with great 
commendation of her conſtancy and virtue; owning. his 
deſign towards her, and offering to marry her, notwith 
ſtanding the meanneſs of her former marriage, if it was 
Ks e to her father and herſelf. And whilſt he was 
ſpeaking ſhe comes in, and falling down on her knees be- 
fore him, ſaid : My dear father, I ſuppoſe I need not * | 
you both Pans he my boldneſs and my misfortune ; as 

you muſt certainly have heard; and known both: Wheres 
fore I moſt humbly beg your "fargiveneſs for having mar- 
ried without your knowledge, the perſon whom I moſt _ 
loved; and this I do with no view to a pardon, but that 
I may die as your daughter, and not as an enemy. Signor 
R Negro 
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Negro. was advanced. in years, and being one of a courte- 
ous and gentle diſpoſition, could not refrain from tears at 
theſe words, and raiſing her tenderly from the ground, he 
ſald: Daughter, I ſhould have been more glad if you had 
taken ſuch an husband as I had approved of ; yet if you 
married to pleaſe yourſelf, this ought to pleaſe me. But 
to conceal it entirely, gives me concern for the little con- 
fidence you repoſe in me; eſpecially. as he is dead 
before I knew any thing of the matter: But fince it is 
ſo, the reſpect for your ſake that I would have ſhew'd 
him as my ſon-in-law whilſt he was living, I mean to ex- 
preſs now he is dead: When turning to his children and 
friends, he ordered them to get every thing in readineſs 
for a ſolemn and magnificent- funeral; By. this time Ga- 
Briatto's friends and relations were got together, as alſo 
great crouds from all parts of the city; wherefore the corps 
being ſet in the middle of the court, in the manner ſhe had 
before deck d it, great lamentation was made over it, by all 
the relations and others preſent; and from thence it was 
carried to the grave, not like that of an ordinary citizen, 
but as of a perſon of quality, upon the ſhoulders of ſome of the 
moſt eminent citizens, with the utmoſt honour and reſpect. 
A few days afterwards the provoſt renewed his requeſt; 
and ſignor Negro recommended it to his daughter, who 
would hear nothing of it: When he, willing to make her 
_ eaſy, fent both her and her maid into a monaſtery of 
great devotian ; where, after a long courſe of time, they 
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Paſquino is in love with Simona; they are in à gar. 
dien together, when be happened to rub his teeth 

with a leaf of ſage, and ftraightway dies. She tis 
had before the judge, when being defirous of ſhewing 
the judge the cauſe of bis death, rubs her teeth 
wilh the ſame, and dies likewiſe. ee 


Hs had gone thro his novel, when 
the king ſeeming to be under no concern 
for Andreuvela, turned to Emilia, and bid her 
begin, which ſhe did accordingly in this man- 
* ner: Pamphilus's ſtory puts me in mind of 
another, which is only like it in this reſpect, That as 
Andreuvola loft her lover in a garden, ſo ſhe of whom 
I am going to ſpeak, was taken up in like man- 
ner as Andreuvela was, and delivered from the hands of 
juſtice, neither by force nor virtue, but by unexpected death. 
And tho we have ſaid before, that love makes his habi- 
tation in the houſes of great people, yet does he not 
diſown all influence upon the poorer fort. On the con- 
trary, all- powerful as he is, he ens his power over them, 
as well as over the rich, as will appear in great meaſure 
from my novel; which brings me back again to our city, 
from which he had ſo far firay'd to talk of other ſub- 
jects, which have happened in different parts of the world. 
There lived not long ſince at Florence a young woman, 
agreeable enough, according to her rank, but deſcended 


earned her bread by ſpinning, yet was ſhe not beneath 
the paſſion of love, which the pleaſing converſation and 
behaviour of a young man of the ſame pitch with herſelf 
| had inſpired in her, who uſed to bring her wool to ſpin 
for his maſter, being a — From this youth, whoſe 

N "q 2 8 name 


* 


of mean parents, whoſe name was Simona, who tho? ſhe 5 
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name was Paſquino, ſhe received the amorous flame, ever 
wiſhing; nor yet thinking, of going farther than that; 
whilſt till as her wheel went round, . ſhe ſent forth a 
Thouſand Gghs, calling him then to mind whe had brought 
her the wool. He, on the other part, being defirous 
that his maſter's work ſhould be well done, as if Simona's 
ſpinning was to make up the whole piece, uſed to call 
oftener upon her than upon any one elſe; whence the 
one continually ſolliciting, and the other deſiring to be 
ſollicited, it happen'd, that the firſt began to aſſume more 
courage than he uſed to have, and the ſecond left a good 
deal of her fear and baſhfulneſs, ſo that they ſeemed at laſt to. 
do pretty well together. This good liking of theirs continuing 
for ſome time, and every day enereaſing, he happened to ſay 
to her one day, that he deſired of all things to meet het 
in a certain garden, where they might talk together with _ 
more freedom and leſs ſuſpicion; She aſſured him, that ſhe 
was willing; and telling her father, one Sunday after din- 
ner, that ſhe was going for a pardon to St. Gallo, ſhe went 
along with a companion of her's, called Lagina, to the 
pace appointed, There ſhe finds him with, a friend of 
is, named Pucino, tho more uſually called Stramba, when 
Stramba and Lagina ſoon became acquainted, and drew to 
one. end of the t whkilſt Paſquino and Simona were 


Pg 


uh” of lage, where they ſate them down, and 
4 21 * pe } , , * * . 7 , ö 5 4 
tal d. 153 ng of a feaſt, which they inte 


of the: jy 0 8 an to Tub his teeth and gums with 


it, ay ine, that. nothing cleanſed the teeth better after eating 
can . Nn "When he had done he returned to his 
ormbr Nbgsek of the feaſt, when immediately he begun to 
change countenance, his ſight and ſpeech both fail'd him, 
and he died out of hand. When Simona ſaw this ſhe fell 
to.lamenting, and called for help to the other two, who 
ſtraightway came thither, and ſeeing him not only ſwelled, 
but full of black ſpots, Stramba immediately. cried out, 
Oh! thou vile woman, thou haſt poiſoned him. And be 
made ſuch an "uproar that he was heard by many of 2 
neighbours, who flocked thither, and finding the man dead 
and ſwelled, and hearing Stramba lament and accuſe Simona 
of his death; whilſt grief for the loſs of her lover, and 
aſtoniſhment together, had ſo confounded her, that ſhe * 
3 - f — made 
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made any defence; they ſuppoſed it was as he faid. Where- 
upon the poor creature was carried. before the magiſtrate : 
When Stramba and two other friends of Paſquino, bein 

her accuſers, the judge took immediate cognizance of it, and 
not being able to ſee any malicious intent in Simona, or = 
ſhe was in the leaſt guilty, he had a mind to view the dead 
body, as well as the plate and manner af it, becauſe there 
were ſome things which he could not well underſtand from 
her account. Coming then, without any great buſtle to the 
garden, where Paſquins's body lay puft up like a tun, and 
the judge wondering at it, and enquiring how it happen d; 
Simona went to the buſh of ſage, and having related the whole 
affair, that he might have a perfect account, rubbed her 


teeth with a leaf, as Paſquins had done. Strombu and tbe 


reſt looked upon this as a frivolous and vain pretence, and 
called out violently to the judge to have her hurnt for her 
wickedneſs ; whilſt ſhe. (miſerable wretch !) grieved for the 
loſs of her lover, and terrified to death with their- threats, 
having rubbed her teeth with the ſame ſage that he had 
done, drop'd down dead in the ſame manner, to the 
wonder. of them all. Happy ſouls! to end both their 
loves and their lives on the ſarhe day. More Happy — 
if they went together to the ſamÞ place. Happieſt, | 
love one another as much in the other world as 2 — | 
happieſt of all, at leaſt in our judgments i helbulof $j- 
wor. whoſe innocence fortune would not leave at” the 
mercy of ſuch witneſſes, and therefore ſounds ways by her 
dying the ſame death with her lover, for her ß 
Gander, and to follow the ſoul of her beloved Puſfuin. The 
judge was as one in amaze. at this accident à well as 
| the reſt of the company; and upon recollecting himſelf at 
laſt, he (aid, this ſage is plainly venomous; Where fore, that no 
body elſe may ſuffer by it, let it be cut up by the roots and 
burnt; which was done by the gardener in his preſence, 
when the cauſe of the lovers deaths plainly appear d. Under 
it was a monſtrous overgrown. toad, with whoſe breath it 
was judged to be infected. And none being hardy enough 
to go near it, they made a circle of ſtubble round it, and 
burnt it along with the ſage. So ended the proceſs upon the 
death of poor Paſquins,whoſe body, as well as that of Simona, 
was interred by Stramba and the ah of the people preſent in 
St, als Wn,” to which Jordi they w were e ſaid to en | 
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Girolamo is in love with Salveſtra, and 75 obliged 

y bis ' mother to go to Paris; on his return be 
nds her married: Afterwards he gets privately 
into ber bouſe, aud dies by her fide. Being carried 


From thence to a church to be buried, foe dies 
1 e upon his corps. 


EX king's order Neiphile began as follows : There 
dare ſome people, moſt worthy ladies, who 
DC * Y Re think. they know more than other folks, and 
= yet: know leſs ; and upon this preſumption not 
oppoſe, their opinions to the general ſenſe of mankind, 
but e even. tothe very pature of things: From whence A2 
e xnconveniences, and never any 
A dees, that which the leaſt — 8 any 
advice or tion is love, the nature of which is ſuch, 
25 more i to wear away of itſelf, than to be re- 
moved by any admonition ; for mich reaſon I intend 
to relate-a ftory of a lady, who willing to appear wiſer 
than ſhe really was, or than the thing, wherein ſhe would 
| have ſhewed her good underſtanding, required; by en- 
deayouring to drive away that paſſion from a heart, wherein 
it was firmly implanted, deprived her ſon both of life and 
love at the ſame time. In our city, as it is reported, 
there lived a great and wealthy merchant, whoſe name 
Was Lionardo Sighieri, who by. his wife had an- only fon 
called Girolamo. He died preſently after his ſon was 
born, and the infant's guardians along with his mother 
took all . poſſible care both of him and his affairs. As 
+ he grew up, amon gſt the other children of the neigh- 
 bourhood, 


F 


$5 W M1L 1 #s novel was concluded, whoi! by the 
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bourhood, he uſed to play with a taylor's daughter much 
about the ſame age; in time that acquaintance changed 
into love, which became fo vehement, that he was never 
eaſy unleſs he was in her company, and her reſpect and 
good liking was the ſame for him? His mother obſerved 
it, and would frequently correct him for it; and find- 
ing that ineffectual, complained to his guardians, and 
thinking, upon account of his riches, that ſhe might work 
impoſſibilities, ſhe ſaid thus to them: This boy of mine, 
who is but fourteen years old, has taken ſuch a fancy to 
' a taylor's daughter, that unleſs we remove him he will 
marry her privately ſome time or other, which will be 
death to me; or elſe he will pine and conſume himſelf 
away, if he ſees her married to another perſon; for which 
reaſon I think it beſt tc ſend him a diſtance off to ſome 
of our factors, in order by his abſence to put her out of 
his thoughts, and afterwards we may provide a more ſuit- 
able wife for him. They agreed with her that it would be 
right to do ſo, and promiſed her all the ſervice that lay 
in their power. Calling him then into the counting 
room, one of them ſpoke kindly to him in this manner: 
Young gentleman, you are now of conſiderable years,” it 
is fit that you ſho gin to look after your own af- 
fairs; for which reaſon we hold it propef, thafkyawge 
reſide ſome time at Paris, where yd Fte how ea great 
part of your trade is carried on; ode" You lt | 
greater opportunities there of img e ee jan you 
can have here, and after you Baye nder Wien Per- 
ſons of quality and diſtincion, of Which Fiete nee eat 
numbers there, and learned their b Ani goed mm- 
pliſhments, it will then be time for you td tetün! He 
liſtened very attentively, and replied in fe words, that he 
would not conſent, becauſe he thought it every jot as well 

to ſtay at Florence,” They reproved him a little for it; but 
finding they could get no other anſwer they acquainted his 
mother. She was in a violent paſſion, and gave him hard 
words, not on account of his refuſing to go, but for his 
love- affairs, which availing nothing, ſhe began to uſe 


gentler means, intreating him in the mildeſt terms that bs 


would oblige his guardians; and ſhe' prevailed ſo far; that 
he conſented to go and ſtay one year there, and no more, 
and accordingly he went. Being ſent thus to Paris over 
head and eats in love, his A off from one day 
5 . | 4 25-0 
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to another, till he was kept there at laſt two years: When 


coming home, more enamoured than ever, he finds that 
. this miſtreſs was married to'a young man who was a tent- 
maker, which gave him infinite concern. But ſeeing that 
the thing could not be remedied,” he endeavoured to bear 


it patiently ; and finding out the place where ſhe lived, he 


begun, as is uſual with young lovers, to walk frequently by 
the houſe, ſuppoſing that ſhe could no more have forgot 
him, than he had forgot her; but the caſe was otherwiſe : 
She remembered him no more than if ſhe had never ſeen 
him, at leaſt it ſeemed fo by her behaviour, which gave 
him great trouble; yet notwithſtanding, he tried all means 
to make her call him to mind; but finding it in vain, he 
reſolved to ſpeak to her though it coſt him his life. And 


having informed himſelf, by a neighbour, concerning the 


fate of the houſe, he got into it privately one night, when 
| were gone to ſpend the evening with ſome friends, 
and hid himſelf in their chamber behind ſome fail-cloaths, 


where he waited till they returned, arid were gotten into 


bed; and when he thought the husband faſt aſleep he went 
ſoftlyto her fide, and laying his hand upon her: breaſt, 
faid gently to her, My dear life, are you aſleep? She hap- 
pening to be awake, was going to cry out, when he im- 
metiately added, For God's fake make no noiſe, I am your 
old lover Girolamo. She hearing this, replied all in a 
tremble, Dear Sir, go about your buſineſs, the time for 
love is now over with me; you ſee I am married, and 
therefore am only to regard my husband: I intreat you then 
to depart, for if he ſhoald know of it, fuppoſing nothing 
worſe to happen, I ſhould be miſerable ſo long as I live, 
whereas hitherto our lives have been very comfortable to- 


gether. The young ſpark was extremely troubled at theſe | 


words, and though he put her in mind of paſt times, 
uſed many arguments and fine promiſes. to perſuade her, 


yet it was all in vain: Wherefore he at laſt deſired that, 
28 à recompenſe for all his love, ſhe would only let him 


lie by her fide till he had warmed himſelf a little, for that 
he was quite ſtarved with waiting for her, promiſing neither 
to ſpeak nor touch her, and when he grew warmer to go 


away. She having ſome compaſſion left for him, gave 


leave upon thoſe conditions. He then lay down by her, 
and calling to mind his long paſſion, and her inflexible 
eruelty, as one deſtitute of all hope, reſolves to die; and 
4 | * | 
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holding ſtrongly his breath, he clenched his hands, and ec. 
pied by her ſide. In ſome little time, | ſhe: wondering to 
bave him lie ſo ſtill, and fearing leſt her husband ſhould 
wake, begun to ſay to him, Alas, Sir, why do not you 
go away? And perceiving him to make no anſwer, ſhe 
ſuppoſed he was aſleep, and putting her hand out to jog 
him found him quite cold; ſhe was greatly amazed at this, 
and ſhaking, of him more ſtrongly perceived he was cer- 
tainly dead: This was the utmoſt affliction to her, and ſhe 
lay a conſiderable time, not knowing what courſe to take. 
At length, ſhe reſolved to ſound her husband, by making 
it another perſon's caſe; and waking him therefore, ſhe 
propoſed it to him, as having happened to ſome body elſe, 
and then asked him what he would do in ſuch an affair. 
The honeſt man replied, That he would have him carried 
privately home, without the leaſt reſentment to the woman, 


| becauſe ſhe ſeemed to be no way in fault. Then, ſaid-ſhe, 


we muſt do ſo now ; and taking hold of his hand laid it 
upon the dead body; whereupon he aroſe in a great fright, 
and lighting a candle, ſtraightway took the corps upon his 
ſhoulders, having firſt put all its cloaths upon it, and rely- 
ing upon his innocence, carried it to the mother's door, 
and left it there. Being found in the morning, there was 
a great uproar about it, and the body was examined all 
over, and no wound or bruiſe appearing, the phyſicians de- 
clared, that he died for grief, as it really was. The corps 
was then carried to the church, attended by the ſorrowful 
mother, and other friends and relations to lament over it, 
according to the cuſtom of pur. city. and whilſt this was 
doing, the honeſt man, in whole.houſe he died, ſaid to his 
wife: Go, veil yourfelf, and haſte to the church, and hear 
among the women what they {ſay about it, and I will do 
the ſame amongſt the men, by which means we may know 
if they have any ſuſpicion of us. The woman, who had 
ſome pity for him, when it was too late, grew deſirous of 
ſeeing him dead, to whom, whilſt living, ſhe would not 
vouchſafe the favour of one kiſs, and went directly thither. 
Moſt wonderful it is to conceive, with what difficulty is 
traced out the powerful working of love | That heart which 
was proof againſt the proſperous fortune of Girolamo, was 
now pierced by his adverſity ; and the old flames of love, 
which were revived, had that effect upon her, that, veiled - 
as ſhe was, ſhe ſtill preſſed forwards to the corps, when ſhe = 
N | | made 


\ 


that ſhe was dead. 
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made 2: moſt terrible ſhriek, and falling Anu with her 
face upon it, ſhe did not ſhed many tears; for the very 
inſtant. almoſt that ſhe touched it, grief deprived her of 
life, as it had done him. In ſome little time the women 


begun to comfort her, not knowing who ſhe was, and to 


defire her to riſe, and perceiving her not to ſtir they lifted 
her up, when they knew her to be Salve/tra, and ſaw alſo 
the women, overcome as 
it were by a double compatiion, ſet up a greater lamentation 
than before. The news being carried thro' the church, 
foon came to the ears of her husband, at which he was 
entirely concerned, and having related to ſome that ood 
by the whole affair. of the preceding night, the cauſe of 
both their deaths. plainly appear'd, and they were generally 
lamented. They took then the dead lady, and laid her by 
his fide upon the ſame bier, and they were buried with 
the greateſt lamentations in the ſame grave; ſo this pair, 
which love could not join together in their life-time, dic 
s unite by an W conjunction. 
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Monſieur Gulielmo Roſſiglione gives his wife to cat 
the heart of Monfieur Gulielmo Guardaſtagno, 
who was her gallant, whom he had ſlain ; which as 
ſaon as ſhe knew, ſhe threw berſelf out of the window 

and died, when ſhe was buried along with bim. 


HERE being an end of Neiphiles novel, not 
without the greateſt compaſſion expreſſed by 
bi. G9 the whole company, the king, who meant not 
odo infringe upon Dioneus's privilege, as there 
| was no body elſe left to ſpeak,” began thus: 
I now call to mind a ftory, which, as you are upon for- 
rowful ſubjects, will move you no leſs than the laſt, as the 
perſons concerned were of greater figure, and the event 
more cruel, You muſt know then, that in Provence were 
two noble knights, who had each of them caſtles of their 
own, and vaſſals under their ſubjection; one of whom was 
called Monſieur Gulielmo Reffiglione ; and the other Mon- 
ſieur Gulielmo Guardaſtagno, and being both perſons of great 
proweſs, they took vaſt delight in military exploits, and uſed 
to go together to all tilts and tournaments, and appeared al- 
ways in the ſame colours. And tho? they lived ten miles 
aſunder, yet it happened, that Refighone having a very 
beautiful wife, the other, notwithſtanding the friendſhip 
that was between them, became violently in love, and by 
one means or other he ſoon let her know it, which, he be- 
ing a valiant knight, was not at all diſpleaſing to her, and 
ſhe. begun to entertain the ſame reſpe& for him; fo that 
ſhe wiſhed for nothing ſo much as his ſpeaking to her upon 
that. ſubject, which in ſome little time came to paſs, — 
8 * 
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they were together more than once. Being not fo diſcreet 
as they ought to have been, the husband ſoon perceived it, 


and he reſented it to that degree, that the extreme love 
which had been between them was turned inte the moſt 
inveterate hatred; but he was more pri vate with it, than 


they knew how to be with their amour, and was fully 


bent upon putting him to death, Continuing in this reſo- 


lution, it fell out, that a publick tileing match was pro- 
claimed in France, which Raſſigliane immediately fignified 


to Guardaſtaguo, and ſent to deſire his company at his caſtle, 


when they would reſolve together about going, and in what 
manner : Guardaſtagno was extremely pleaſed with the meſ- 
fage, and ſent word back that he would ſup with him the 
next night without fail. Roſſighone hearing this, thought 
it a fit opportunity to effect his deſign, and arming him- 
ſelf the next day, with ſome of his ſervants, he went on 
horſeback into a wood about a mile from his caſtle, thro“ 
which Guardaſtagno was to paſs, where he lay i in walt for 
him : After a long ſtay he beheld him coming unarmed, 

with two ſervants unarmed. likewiſe, as not apprehending 


any danger; and when he ſaw him in a fit place for . 
purpoſe, he ran with his lance at bim, with the utmoſt 
malice and fury, ſaying, Villain, thou art a dead man; and 


the very inſtant he ſpoke the word, the lance paſt from be⸗ 
hind thro? his breaſt, and he fell dawn dead without utter- 


ing a word. The ſervants, not knowing who had done. 
this, turned their horſes, and fled with all poſſible haſte ta. 


their lord's caſtle. Roſegiione now diſmounted from his 


horſe, and with a knife cut Guardaſtagno s breaſt open, and 


took out his heart, and wrapping it in the ſtreamer be - 


longing to his lance, gave it to one of his ſervants to 


carry, and commanding them that they ſhould not dare to 
ſpeak of it, he mounts his horſe, and it being now night 


returns to his caſtle. The lady, who had heard of Guar-, 
daſtagnos ſupping there that night, and longed much to 
him, -perceiving him not to come, was a good deal ſur- 


priſed, and ſaid to her husband, Pray what is the reaſon 


that Guardaſiagno is not here? 7 he replied, I have 


juſt received a meſſage from him that he cannot be with. 
us till to morrow; at which ſhe ſeemed very uneaſy, -. As 
oon as he alighted from his horſe be ſent for the cook, 

and ſaid to him: Here take this boar's heart, and be far: 
you make it as delicious as paſhble, and ſend it up to the 


table 
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table in a ſilver diſh. Accordingly he took and minced it 
very ſmall, toſſing it up with rich ſpices, and making-it a 
ſort of high ſeaſoned forced meat. When ſupper time came, 

then they fate down, and the diſhes were ſerved up z bitt 
he could not eat much for thinking of what he had done. 
At laſt the cook ſent up the forced meat, which he ſet 
before his lady, pretending himſelf to be out of order, but 
commending it to her for a nice diſh ; ſhe, who was not 
at all ſqueamiſh, began to taſte, and liked it ſo well that 
ſhe eat it all up. When he ſaw therefore that ſhe had 
made an end, he ſaid, Madam, how do you like it? She 
replied, In good truth, Sir, I like it much. As God 
ſhall help me, quoth the knight, I believe you; nor do I 
wonder that it pleaſes. you ſo much now it is dead, which 
when living pleaſed you above all things. She made a pauſe 
at this, and then ſaid, Why what is it that you have given 
me ?, He. replied, It is really the heart of  Guardaſtagns, 
whom you baſe woman loved ſo well: Be aſſured it. is the 
ſame, for theſe very hands took it out of his breaſt, a little 
time before I returned home. The lady hearing this of 
him, whom ſhe loved above all the world, you may eaſily 
imagine what her anguiſh muſt be: And at laſt ſhe re- 
plied, Vou have acted like a baſe villain as you are; for if 
I granted him a favour of my own accord, and you was 
injured thereby, it was I, and not he, that ought to have 
deen puniſhed, But let it never be ſaid, that any other 
food ever came after ſuch a noble repaſt, as was the heart 
of ſo valiant and worthy a knight; and riſing up, ſhe in 
ſtantly threw herſelf out of the window : It was a great 
height from the ground, and the was in a manner daſhed 
all to pieces. He ſeeing this, was a good deal confounded, 
and being conſcious of having done a baſe action, fearing 
alſo the country's reſentment, he had his horſes ſaddled, and 
fled directly away: And the next morning the whole 
ſtory was known all round the country, hen the two 
bodies were taken and buried together in one grade in the 
church which had belonged to the lady, with the utmoſt 
lamentation; and verſes were wrote over them, ſignifying 
rw wy were, as well as the manner and cauſe of their 
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4 dotaar's wif puts ber gall ant into 4 cheſt, ima- 

gining bim to be dead, which cheſt is ſtole by two 
ſurers, and carried home. He comes to bimfelf, 
and is taken for a thief ;, whilſt. the lady's maid 


informs the magiſtrates, that ſhe had put bim into 


4 cheſt, which the uſurers had carried away; 


5 . be ehe and thy are find a Joy of 


Ze IONEUS was the only perſun now left. to 
P) 
deer, as follows: The miſeries of unfortunate 
lovers, which have been related by you, have 

ſo affected both my eyes and heart, that I 

have long wiſh'd for their coming to. an end : We may 


now be thankful that they are concluded, unleſs I ſhould 


add one to their number, which is no part of my de- 


fign ; I mean therefore to ſhift the proſpect, and to 
preſent you with a little mirth after all this ſorrow, and 


which may ſerve as a good argument for to morrow's 


diſcourſe Mou muſt underſtand then, that not 


long fince lived at Salerno a famous doctor in ſurgery, 


called maſter Mao della Montagna, who in his old age 
had married a young beautiful wife of the ſame city. There 
being ſuch a diſproportion in their years, he ſpared for no 

coſt of cloaths and jewels, and gratified her in every thing 


of that kind ſhe m—_ wiſh for; ſo that ſhe appeared far 


beyond any other lady in the city. But ſhe was not to be ſo 
ſatisfied; and looking out amongſt the young gentlemen 


abroad, ſhe at-laſt fixed upon one, on whom ſhe ſettled 


her entire hops and affetion; hace he being made * 
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of it, ſhewed. the e regard for her: He was named 


Ruggieri de Ferohi, and of a noble family, but had been al- 
Wo of: 4 ith. u diſpoſition, on which account he had _ 


_ that was vile and wicked, This had no weight with 
her, and by her maid's aſſiſtance they were brought to- 
gether, when ſhe reproved him for his paſt conduct, and 
deſired, that for her fake, he would leave off thoſe wicked 
courſes; and, to take away all temptation, ſupplied him 
from time to time with money. The affair being carried 
on in this manner between them with a good deal of cau- 
tion, it happen d, that the doctor had a patient in the mean 
time, who had a bad leg; this, he told the perſon's friends, 
was owing to a decay'd bone, which he was oblig d to take 
out to make a cure, otherwiſe he muſt either loſe his 

or his life; but yet he looked upon it as a very doubtful caſe. 
They therefore bid him do as he thought moſt proper. Now 


the doctor ſuppoſing, that the patient would never be able 
to endure the pain without an opiate, deferred the operation. 
till the evening; and in the mean time, ordered a water to 


being 


be diſtilled from a certain compoſition, which 
drank would throw a perſon aſleep as long as he judged- it 
neceſſary in this particular caſe z and which Fo. as a 
him home, he ſet it in his chamber window, without 
ſaying what it was. Now when. the evening came, that 
he was to go about this thing, a meſſenger arrived from 
ſome very conſiderable perſons. at Mali, who were his 
friends, charging him to come away inſtantly, ſor that 
there had been a great fray among them, wherein many 
people were wounded. The doctor then put off the opera- 
tion of the man's leg til morning, and went in a boat di- 
rectly to Mal; whilſt the lady knowing that he would de 
out all night, had her. gallant brought privately into her 
chamber, where ſhe locked him in, till ſome certain perſons 
of her family were gone to bed. Ruggieri, waiting thus in 
the chamber, expecting his miſtreſs, and being extre 
thirſty, whether from ſome fatigue, or ſalt- meat that he 
had — or rather from a bad habit which he had got of 
dxinking, happened to caſt his eye upon the bottle of water, 
V hich the doctor had ordered for his patient, and ima ning ; 
it was ſomething pleaſant to drink, took it all at 3 
* when, in a little time, he, fell into a profound | 


doe. The lady made what haſte ſhe could to her cham- 
der, when ſhe found him faſt aſleep, and begun, with a 


low voice, to try to wake him; but he making no > reply, 


nor even ſtirring all the while, ſhe-was a good deal di- 
ſturbed, and ſhook him ſoundly, ſaying: Get up, flugga rd ! 


If thou art difpoſed to ſleep, thou ſhould'ſt have 1 10 * 


home; and not come to ſleep here. He being d in 
that manner, fell down from a cheſt, whereon he was 


— 1 Go upon the ground, when he ſhew'd' no more ſenſe 
ing th 


an if he had been really dead. She was now 


under greater concern, and began to pull him by the noſe, 


as well as twinge him by the beard, but twas all no- 
thing; the enchantment was too frong : -Whereupon 
ſhe really ſuſpected him to be dead and pinched - arid 
| burnt his fleſh with the candle, till finding all to no 
purpoſe, and being no doctreſs, altho' her husband was 
a doctor, the took it for granted he was ſo; You may 
eaſily ſuppoſe what her grief now muſt be, as ſhe loved him 
beyond all the world; and not” daring to make any noiſe, 


ſhe for ſome time continued: ſilently deploring her cala- 
- tity; till fearing at laſt, left 2 ſhould follow, 


ſhe thought ſome means muſt be contrived to convey him 
oat of the houſe, nor knowing how to order it herſelf, ſhe 
called her maid; and adviſed with her about it. The girl 
was under a great furpriſe, and trying all means to rouse 
him, to no purpoſe, agreed, with her miſtreſs, that he was 
certainly dead, and that it was beſt to get him away. The 

then ſaid, But where can we carry him, that it may 
never be ſoſpected to morrow when he ſhall be found, that 


he was brought from hence? Madam, ſhe replied, I faw- 
late this evening before a joiner's ſhop in our neighboorhood 
à good large cheſt, if it be not taken into the houſe again, 


we may put bim in there well enough, giving him two 


or three flaſhes with a penkniſe; whoever finds him will 


_ ſearce imagine that we ſhould put him there rather than 


any where elſe ; on the contrary it will rather be ſuppoſed, 


| that” he” has been upon me bad exploit; becauſe he has a 


general ill character, and that he was killed by his adver- 
_ fary, and fo ſhut up in the cheſt. She approved of her 
 maid's advice in every thing fave the wounding him, ſaying, 


that for all the world ſhe would never conſent to that; 


accordingly ſhe ſent her to ſee if the cheſt was ſtill there, 


wi6 Hrought ber word buck that it was. And being ſtout 


and luſty ſhe took him upon her ſhoulders, whilſt he lady 
| went 
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went firſt to ſee; If no body Was in the ways 2 d coming 
to the cheſt they threw . bim in, and ſhutting Id left 
him thete. The ſame day two young men, who, ler out 
money upon intereſt, ''chanced. to take an houſe a little 
farther on in the fame ſtreet, who willing a hd, 
and ſpend but little, and having ne ed, of bouthold. goods, 
had taken. notice. of that cheſt the da Feen. and were 
reſolved; if it ſhould be leſt there all night, to it away 


At midnight then they went, and 7 GN 


examining at all into jt, -tho*...it ſeemed! to be, very beay 
and ſet it in a chamber where. their wives lay, Fon 
_ to bed. Now. Ruggiers, by this time, 
the greateſt patt of his flecp over; and. his draught b 
pretty well digeſted, and its virtue at an end, he awoke 
before morning; and tho - his ſenſes, were in ſome 


returned to him, yet aS there a kind of b e 


not that night only, but for 


£3873 18 


maining, which continue 
ſeyeral days; yet he opened his eyes, and 3 * aing, 
threw bis handg about him, when he N þ $9 
mut up. | whereupon be was in the. utmoit 

himſelf, What is the meaning of this?. 
17 Am aſleep or. awake:? I. remember. laſt nl ge. Where am 
been in my miſtreſs s chamber, and now. methinls I an 
in a cheſt. : What dan it be? Sape the doctor is returned, 
. or ſome other accident has happen'd ; and the e me 
 allecp, put 


t me in hee; it can de nothing g ele. 1 
danſidetation he lay Kill, and begun, to ſiſten if 
heat any thing ſtir: And having lain for . time @ in 
wee as the qheſt. was ſtraight, and 

being ſore that he had preſſed ſo long upon, he was 7 vil 
to turm upon the other; when, thruſting his back again 
one ſide of the cheſt, Which ſtood upon an unequal place, 
overſet it, and dom it came to the floor, with ſuch 18850 
that the women were awoke, and frighted out of their wits. 


| Ruggieriupon. this knew, not what to thank? but finding the 


cheft open with the fall, he thought it better to get out 
if he could, than to ſtay within doors ;. therefore be went 


_ groping up .and down. in the dark, to find ſome door or 


lace to make his eſcape; at: They hearing this, ried out, 


Wbo is there? But he not knowing their voices made no 
anſwer. Whereupon they begun to call their husbands, 


but they were ſo faſt aſleep, having been awake the greateſt 
n of the night, that on 1575 nothing of the fer 
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f then more terrified than before, and went to 
de 2 window, calling out, Thieves! thieves Phis droaghe 
many of the neighbours together, 'who forced their 
into the houſe: And the husbands alſo were raiſed; with this- 
clamour, and ſeized upon poor Ruggitri, who was out of his 
wits almoſt with ſurpriſe to find himſelf there; where he 
faw no poſſibility of making his eſcape. And by-this time 
the city officers were drawn thither, by reaſon of 'thetw- 
mult, into whoſe hands he was delivered, and had by them 
before the provoſt, when he was immediately put to the 
rack, as he was one of bad character, and he confeſſed, 
that be had gotten into the houſe: with an intent to rob 
them; whereupon the-provoſt ſentenced Him to be hanged 
out of band. That morning the news was carried all 
over Salerno, that Ruggieri was taken breaking into the 
uſurer 8 houſe; which the lady and her maid hearing, were 
in fuch amaze, that they could ſearce believe what had 
happen'd- the preceding night Was real; Whilſt the lady 


| 
| 
1 
was in ſuch concern for her lover that ſhe was almoſt f 
diſtracted. And ſome few hours” aſter the doctor returns : 
from Malff, When he enquired-for his narcotio Water, be- , 
eauſe he Was then going upon his operation; ald finding | 
the baktle empty, he made a terrible mutiny, Telling them, 4 
that nothing in his bouſe could ſtand uatouch'd for them. J 
The lady, who had ſomething elſs lay nearer ber "heart, | 1 
replied with ſome warmth, What would you ſay an any Þ 
thing of conſequence, when you make ſueh a ſtir about * 
2 little waten? The doctor then fad: Lady, you ſhould 3 
conſider this is no common water, it is water diſtilled to ah 
eauſe fleep; and he farther told ber upon What account * 
it was made. When ſhe heard this, the concluded? that Fo 
Ruggieri had drank it off, and that they fu uppoſed him there- — 
fore to be dead, and ſhe ated; Sir, we knew — 2; 1 Q 
your intention, but if you pleaſe you can make mere: And vel 
he perceiving that was there no ether remedy, did ſo. Soon 80 
afterwards the maid returned, 'whom ſhe had ſent to learn Ay 
news of ber lover; and ſhe ſaid, Madam, there is no 7 

body that ſpeaks well of Raggieri, whether relation or . A 
otherwiſe, or -intends to give him any afſiſtance; but | bee 
all people agree that he will be hanged to morrow: One | 8 

= thing however I have learnt, which is new; namely, how Als 
he came into thoſe uſurers houſe, and which 1 will tell you. — 

_ You: know the j Joyner at whoſe door the cheſt ſtood, Where. ie 1 
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in we had gut, him; he has ee e | 
another perſon, wha, it ſeems, gyn d the cheſt, and who 


dro we (4p mh the Joyner Frog pay” for it: 9 9 8 he 


* * — — 


my TN The 7 Naw... plainly, 
cale Was, and told ber maid what oy 525 
the doctor, begging that ſhe would lend — aſſiſtance in 
romoting ber lover's eſcape; for it was in her power at 
once to ſave his life and her honour. The maid anſwered, 
Madam, tell gte only which way, and I will do it with 
all my heart. The lady, as it was a thing that fo 72 5 
touched ber, had all ber wits about her, and; 
maid full inſtructions therefore concerning what fh 
have her ta do: e . Tm to the deer; 3 
the begun to weep, ſaying; Hir, came te a your 
pardon for à great crime which I have committed towards 
you. The dector asked what crime it was ? She continuing 
to weep, replied;. You know what fort of a petſon Ruggieri 
di Ferali is, Who has been my ſweetheart for this twelve 
month laſt paſts) notwithſtanding all his imperfections; 
and who knowing laſt night that you was abfoad, wheed- 
led me Fay en far, chat I brought him into your houſe, and 
toak him up into my chamber to be all night with me 
_ being athirſty, and I not knowing bow to get him 
either. any water or wine, without my miſtreſs's ſeeing 
it, Who Was then in the hall; ſtraight Way J recollected 
t9 have ſeen 4 bottle of water in your chamber, which 
I fetch'd and gave him to drink, and ſet the bottle again 
Where 1 found it; and I fince underſtand that you have 
been in ai great paſſion about it: I confeſs I did very ill ; 
but wha is there that ſome time or other doth not act 
amiſs? I am extremely concerned for it; not ſo much 
upon account of the thing itſelf, as what has enſued ; for 
it hath brought him in danger of his life, Wherefore I 
82 earneſtly. 


— 
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earneſtly heg your forgiveneſs, and that you would give me 
leave td go and aſſiſt him to the utmoſt of my power. 
The doctor hearing this ſtory, anſwered merrily, notwith- 


ſtanding his former paſſion, You have reaſon enough to 


be ſorry upon your own account; for inſtead of having a 
young brisk fellow, you had nothing but a fluggard. You 


may 95 then and ſave the man if you can, but take care 
vou do 


fo no more; for if you do, I ſhall then pay you 

for all together. Having this anſwer, ſhe thought ſhe 
had made a good beginning; wherefore ſhe haſtes to the 

Priſon, - and perſuades the goaler to let her ſpeak to Rug- 
gieri? When having inform'd him what anſwers he was to 
make to the magiſtrate if he meant to eſcape ; ſhe went 
from thence to the judge, to whom ſhe got introduced, and 
faid to him, Sir, you have had Ruggieri di Feroli before you, 
who was taken up for 2 thief: But the cafe is quite other- 
wiſe ; and here fhe related her whole ſtory, namely, how 
ſhe had brought him into the doctor's houſe, how ſhe had 
given him that narcotic water to drink without knowing it, 
and how he was put into the cheſt for dead: She after- 
Wards told him what had paſſed between the Joyner and 
-owner of the cheſt, making it appear how he came in- 
to the uſurers houſe. The judge ſaw that it would be an 


eaſy thing to come at the truth of this matter; wherefore 


he firſt inquired of the doctor if the ſtory. was true con- 
cerning the water, and found it exactly fo: He then ſent 
For the joyner and owner of the cheſt, as alſo the uſurers, 
and after much examination it appeared that they had ſtole 
the cheſt the foregoing night, and carried it home. Laſt of 
all he had Nuggieri brought before him, when it being de- 
Tnanded* of him where he had lodged that night, he re- 
plied, That he could not tell where he actually did lye; 


but ſaid, his intention was to have lain with the doctor's 


maid, in whoſe chamber he had drank ſome water to 
quench his moſt violent thirſt; but what became of him 


from that time, to the time of his awaking and finding 


himſelf in the cheſt in the uſurers houſe, that he could 
give no account of. The judge was mightily pleaſed 
with their accounts, and made them repeat their ſeveral 
ſtories over and over. At length perceiving Ruggieri to 
be innocent, he ſet him at liberty, and ſentenc'd the uſurers 
to pay a fine of ten crowns, It is eaſy to imagine 
what Ruggieri's joy now was, as well as the lady's ; who 
V:?:22055 4 made 
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made themſelves very merry together aſterwards along 
with the maid, bor the flaſhes with her pen - Knife, which. 
ſhe meant to have given him, ſtill going on in the ſame 
mirth and pleaſure from good to better; which I wiſh may 
happen always to myſelf, but never to be put into a cheſt, 
If the former novels had occaſioned great grief and ſorrow 
to the ladies, this laſt of Droneus's'made ample amends. 
But the king now perceiving that the ſun was about ſet- 
ting, and that his ſovereignty. was therefore at an end, 
begun to excuſe himſelf for giving ſuch a cruel ſubject to 
expatiate upon, as the unhappineſs of lovers: When rifing 
up, he took the crown from off his head, and whilſt they 
were expecting to whom he would reſign it, he puts it upon 
Flametta, ſaying, I make choice of you as one WhO knows 
better than any other perſon, to comfort us, for what we have 
heard to day, with to morrow's mirth. Hlametta, whoſe 
locks hung in long graceful. ringlets over her white and 
delicate ſhoulders, her face round and beautiful with white 
and red, like lillies and roſes blended together; her eyes like 
thoſe of a falcon's, with a little mouth, whoſe lips were like 
rubies : She, I ſay; ſaid with a ſmile, Philaſtratus, I willingly 
accept it; and, to the end that you may the better recol- 
lect yourſelf concerning what you have done hitherto, 1 
will and command that every one be prepared to treat to 
morrow upon what has happened happy to lovers, after 
certain cruel, and unlucky accidents 3 which... propoſal was 
agreable to them all. Calling then the. ſteward, and con- 
certing with him what was moſt. needful to be done, ſhe 
gave them leave to depart till ſupper. Some therefore walk'd 
into the garden, the beauty whereof was ſuch, that they 
were never weary of it; others went to ſee the mill, and 
ſome went to one place, and ſome to another, according 
to their different inclinations; till that time being come, 
they all met together as uſual by the fountain's fide, where 
they fupped with great elegance and ſatisfaction to them 
ſelves, When that was over, they begun to dance and {ing : 
And as Philomena was leading up the dance, the queen faid, 
Philaſtratus, I do not intend to deviate from my predeceſ- 
ſors, but as they have done hitherto, ſo intend I to order a 
ſong: And as I am very ſure that yours are like your povels, 
wherefore that no more of our days be diſturbed with your miſ- 
fortunes, I defire you would ge, us one of thoſe which pleaſes 
9 __ 
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you moſt, Phils: ratus replied, With all my heart: And there- 
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p Mia 8 ſentiments, * and the grounds of 4 were 
plain *. et; forth in this ſong, ; ; and perhaps the lady's coun- 
tenance, who yas engaged i in the dance, bad made a farther 
diſcovery, if the darkneſs of the night had not concealed the 
bluſhes riſing in her face: But the ſong being ended, and 
many others afterwards; and the hour of reſt now drawing 


anz the queen 8 command they all repaired to their ſeve= 
ral chambers, | 


v4 © 


Te FIFTH DAY 


Of the Decameron, or Ten Day 5 Entertainment 
F Baccace, | ON 


HE fun now darted forth his _ beams 
over the face of our hemiſphere, when Flam- 
2 138 metta, awaked by the ſweet — of the birds, 

who from the firſt notice of day had been 
merrily chanting among the trees, aroſe, and 
had all the company called up; when they walked eaſily 
together upon the dewy graſs, into a pleaſant meadow, 
until the ſun was a Þ le higher, conferring by the way 
upon many agree?”'.;: ſuby 
Stew a little int / , they retreated to their former ſta- 
tion, where thuy refreſhed themſelves with wine and 
fweetmeats, * diverted themſelves afterwards in the 
garden, .t':; the hour. for dining: Every thing being pro- 
vided ar that time in the neateſt manner by their 
ſteward, they had a ſong or two, and then fate down: 


And dinner being ended, they were entertained again 
After that was over 


both with muſick and dancing. 
the queen gave them their liberty ; when ..accordingly, 
ſome went to lye down, and others amuſed themſelves 
in the mean time in the garden: But at the uſual hour 
they all met by her order at the fountain's ſide. When 
being ſeated on ber throne, and caſting her eye upon 


Fanpbile, mne ſmiled, and bad him Pn, | z Who imme- 


Ciately complied in this manner. 
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Cimon becomes wiſe by being in love, and by force 
of arms wins Ephigenia bis miſtreſs upon the' 
| ſeas, and is impriſoned at Rhodes. Being delivered 

From thence. by Liſimachus, with him he recovered 


i * 


Ephigenia again, and fled with. her to Crete, 


where be was married io her, and as Hier- 
wards recalled hame, . - | 


Great many novels come now freſh into my 


mina, for the beginning of ſuch an agreeable 
«GO | day's diſcourſe as this is like to be; but one 
l I am more particularly pleaſed with, becauſe it 

not only ſhows the happy concluſion which we 


—— — 


are to treat about, but how ſacred, how powerful alſo, as 
well as advantageous the force of love is; which ſome 


people, without knowing what they ſay, unjuſtly blame 


and vilify, and which I judge will rather he had in eſteem 8 


by you, as I ſuppoſe you all to be amoroufly inclined, 


According to the ancient hiſtories of Cyprus, there lived 
ſometime in that ifland, one of great rank and diſtinction, 
called Ariftippus, by far the wealthieſt pexſon in all the 
country; and if he was unhappy in any one reſpect, it was, 
amoneſt his other children, in havinga ſon, whotho he exceeded 
moſt young people of his time-in ſtature and comelineſs, yet. 
was he a perfect natural; his true name was. Galgſo; but as 
neither the labour nor skill of his maſter, nor the correction 
of his father were ever able to heat one letter into his 


head, or the leaſt inſtruction of any kind, and as his voice 
and manner of ſpeaking was ſtrangely harſh and uncouth ; 
he was, by way of diſdain, called only Cimon, which in 
their language ſignified beat. The father had long beheld 
him with infinite concern, and as all hopes were vaniſh'd con- 


cerning him, to remove alſo an object, which afforded con- 


Nant matter of grief, out of his ſight, he order d him away 


d 


” 


F 


266 The FI FTH DAT. Nov. 


to his country-houſe to be there with his ſlaves. This was 
extremely agreeable to Cimon, becauſe people of that ſort 


had been always moſt to his mind. He abiding there, and 


doing all forts of drudgery pertaining to that kind of life; 
it happen'd one day, as he was going about noon-tide, with 
his ſtaff upon his ſhoulder, from one farm to another, that 


he paſs'd thro' a pleaſant grove, Which as it was then the 
month of May, was all in its bloom; from whence, as his 


ſtars led him, he came into a . ſurrounded with 
tall trees, in one corner of which was a cryſtal ſprin ng, and 
by the ſide of it upon the graſs lay a moſt beautiful dam- 
ſel aſleep, cloathed with a mantle ſo exceedingly ſine and 
delicate, as ſcarce to conceal underfieath the exquiſite white- 
neſs of her skin; only from her waiſt downwards ſhe wore 
a white filken quilt ; ; and at her feet were ſleeping likewiſe 
two women and a man-fervant. As ſoon as C:mon caſt 
his eye upon her, as if he had never ſeen the face of a . 


man before, he ſtood leaning upon his ſtaff, and bega 0 
gaze with the utmoſt aſtoniſhment, without ſpeaking ia 
word. When ſtraightway in his rude uncivilized breaſt, 


which had hitherto been incapable of receiving the leaſt 
impreſſion of politeneſs | whatſoever, a ſudden thought aroſe, 


which feemed to intimate to his groſs and ſhallow: under». 


_ {tanding,” that” this was the moſt agreeable fight: that ever 


was/feeh: © From thenee he began to examine each part by 
ding every limb and feature; and being now 
become a judge of beauty ſrom a meer idiot, he grew very | 


itſelf, commen 


deſirous of ſeeing her eyes; on which-acdount' he was going 


ſeveral times to wake her; z but as ſhe ſo far excelled all 
other women that he ever ſawe, he was in doubt whether 
or no ſhe was à mortal creature. Fhis made him wait to 
ſee if ſhe would awake of her own accord; and though 


that ex pectation ſeemed tedious to bim, yet fo pleaſing'was 


the object that he had no power to leave it; After à long 


time ſhe came to herſelf, and raiſing up her head, aw Ci- 


mon ſtand propt upon his ſtick" before her, +at-which, the 


wondered, and ſaid: Cimon, hat are you booking for here 
at this time of day? Now be was known all over the coun- 


try, as well for his own ruſticity, as his father's nobility - 
and great wealth. He made no anſwer, but ſtood with 
his eyes fixed upon hers, which ſeemed to dart a; ſwert- 


nefs, that filled him with a kind of jo 
_ hitherto been a ſtranger 3 whilft ſhe — this, and not 
knowing 


y to which he had. 
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knowing what his rudeneſs might prompt him to, called up 
her women, and then ſaid: Cimon, £ about your buſineſs. 
He replied; I will go 3 along e nd tho? ſhe was afraid, 
and would have off his company, yet he would not 
leave her till he had brought her to het own houſe ; from 
thence he went home to his father, when he Ged. that 
be would return no more into the country, which was very 
difagreeable to all his friends; but yet they let him alone, | 
waiting to ſee what this change of temper could be owing 
to. Love thus having pierced his heart, when no leſſon 
of any kind could ever find admittance, in a little time 
his way of thinking and behaviqur were ſo far changed, that 
his father and friends were ftrangely ſurprized at it, as well 
as every body that knew him. Firſt of all then, he asked 
his father to let him have cloaths, and every thing elſe like 
his brethren; to which the father very willingly conſented. 
Whereupon cotverſing with young gentlemen of character, 
and obſerving” their ways and manner of behaving, in a 
very ſhort time he not only got over the firſt rudiments of 
learning, but attained to ſome knowledge in philoſophy. 
Afterwards, his love for Ephigenia being the ſole cauſe of it, 
his rude and ruſtick ſpeech was changed into à tone more 
agreeable and eiviltzed; he grew allo a maſter of muſick: 
And with regard to the military art, as well by ſea as land, 
he became as expert and gallant as the beft,, In ſhort, not 
to run over all his excellencies, before the expiration of his 
fourth year from his being firſt in love, be turned out the 
moſt accompliſhed young gentleman in every reſpect that 
ever Cyprus could boaſt off. What then, moſt gracious 
ladies, ſhall we ſay of Cimon ? Surely nothing leſs than this, 
viz. that all the noble qualities, which had been infuſed by 
heaven into his generous ſoul, were ſhut up as it were by 
invidious fortune, and bound faſt with the ſtrongeſt fetters 


in a' ſmall corner of his heart, till love broke the enchant- | 


ment; and drove with all its might theſe virtues out of that 
cruel obſcütity, to which they had been long doomed, to a 
clear and open day; plainly ſhewing from whence it draws 
thoſe ſpirits that are its votaries, and whither its mighty in- 
fluence condutts them. Cimon therefore, though he might 

have his flights like-other young people, with regard to his 
love fof Ephigenia; yet New Ari/lippus confidered it was 
that had made a man of him, he not only Fore with it, but 
encouraged him in the purſuit of his pkafures, Cirmm ae 

| ele 
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theleſs, who refuſed to be called Gale, remembring that 
Ephigenia had ſtiled him Cimon, being deſirous of bringing 
that affair to an happy concluſion, had often requeſted her 
in marriage of her father, who made anſwer, that he had al - 
ready promiſed her to one Paſimunda, a young nobleman of 


Rhodes, and that he intended not to fail of his word. The 


time then being come, that was appointed for their nuptials, 
and the husband having ſent in form to demand her, Cimon 


faid to himſelf: O, Epbigenia, the time is now come when 


J ſhall give proof how I love you! I am become a man on 
, your account; and could I but obtain you, I ſhould be as 
glorious and happy as the gods themſelves; and have you, I 


will, or elſe I will die. Immediately he | prevailed upon 


ſome young noblemen, who were his friends, to aſſiſt him; 
and fitting out a ſnip of war privately, they put to ſea, in 
order to way- lay the veſſel that was to tranſport Ephigenia; 
who after great reſpect and honour ſhewed by her father to 
her husband's friends, embarked with them for Rhodes. Ci- 
mon, who had but little reſt that night, overtook them on 


the following day, when he called out, Stop, and ſtrike 


your ſails; or expect to go to the bottom of the ſea. They 
on the other hand had got all their arms above deck, and 
were preparing for a vigorous defence. He therefore threwy 
a grappling iron upon the other ſhip, which was making the 
beſt of its way, and drew it cloſe to his own ; when like a 
lion, without waiting for any one to ſecond him, he jumped 
ſingly among his enemies, as not making the leaſt account 
of them; and love ſpurring him on with incredible force, 
he cut and drove them all like ſo many ſheep before him, 
till they ſoon threw down their arms, acknowledging them- 
ſelves his priſoners; when he addreſſed himſelf to them in 
the following manner. Gentlemen, it is no deſire of plun- 


der, nor enmity to any of your company, that made me 


leave Cyprus to fall upon you here in this manner. What 
put me upon it is a matter of the utmoſt conſequence to my 
ſelf to have obtained it, and as eaſy for you quietly to grant 


me: It is Epbigenia, whom I love above all the world; and 


as I could not have her from her father peaceably, and as 
a friend, my love doth conſtrain me to win her from you 
as an enemy, by force of arms, Wherefore I am reſolved 
o be to her what your Paſimunda was to have been, Re- 
Bu her then to me, and go away in God's name. The 
people, more by force than any good will, gave her, al in 


ears, 


3 
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tears, up to Cimon; who ſeeing her lament in that man- 
ner, faid : Fair lady, be not diſcouraged, I am your Cimon, 
who have a better claim to your affection, on account of 
my long and conſtant love, than Pafimunda can have by 
virtue of a promiſe. Taking ber then on board his ſhip, 
without meddling with any thing elſe that belonged to them, 
he ſuffered them to depart. Cimon thus being the moſt 
overjoyed man that could be, after comforting the lady 
under her calamity, conſults with his friends what to do, 
who were of opinion that they ſhould by no means return 
to Cyprus yet; but that it were better to go directly to 
Crete, where they had all relations and friends, but Cimon 
eſpecially, on which account they might be more ſecure 
there along with Ephigenia; and accordingly they directed 
their courſe that way. But fortune, who had given the lady 
to Cimon by an eaſy conqueſt, ſoon changed his immode+ 
rate joy into moſt ſad and bitter lamentation. In about 
four hours from his parting with the Rhodzans, night came 
upon them, which was more welcome to Cimon than any 
of the reſt, and with it a moſt violent tempeſt, which 
overſpread the face of the heavens in ſuch a manner, that 
they could neither ſee what they did, nor whither they 
were carried; nor were they able at all to ſteer the ſhip. 
You map eaſily ſuppoſe what Cimor's grief muſt be on this 
occaſion. He concluded, that heaven had crowned his de- 
fires only to make death more grievous to him, which be- 
fore would have been but little regarded. His friends alſo 
were greatly affected, but eſpecially: Ephigenia, who trem- 
bled at every ſhock, ſtill ſharply upbraiding bis ill - timed 
love, and declaring,” that this tempeſt was ſent by provi- 
dence ſor no other reaſon, but that as he had reſolved to 
have her, contrary to the will and diſpoſal of heaven, to diſ- 
appoint that preſumption ; and that ſeeing her die firſt, he 
might die likewiſe in the ſame miſerable manner. Amongſt 
ſuch complaints as theſe, they were carried at laſt, the wind 
growing continually: more violent, near the iſland of Rhodes; 
and not knowing where they were, they endeavoured, for 
the ſafety of their lives, to get to land if poſſible, Herein 
they ſucceeded, and got into a little bay, where the Rho- 
dian {hip had arrived uſt before them; nor did they know 
they were at Rhodes till next morning, that they ſaw about 
a bow-ſhot from them, the ſame ſhip they had parted with 
the day before. C:mm was greatly concerned at this, and 
114 | | fearing 
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fearing what afterwards came to paſa, he bid them put to 
ſea if poflible, and truſt to fortune, for that they could 
never be in a worſe place. They uſed all poſſible means 
then to get out, but in vain; the wind was ſtrongly againſt 
them, and drove them to ſhore i in ſpite of all they could 
do to prevent it. When they were ſoon known b 
failors of the other ſhip, who had now gained the vary 
and who run to a neighbouring town, where the young 
gentlemen that had been on board Were juſt gone before, 
and informed: them how Cimon and Epbigenia were drove 
thither by ſtreſs of weather, in like manner with them- 
ſelves. They hearing this, brought a great many people 
from the ——5 to the ſea- ſide, hen they took Cimon and 
his companions priſoners, who had got on ſhore, with a 
deſign of fleeing to a neighbouring wood, as alſo Ephigenia; 
and brought them all together to the town. Paſimumda, 


upon hearing the news, went and made his complaints to ſoor 
the ſenate; who accordingly ſent: Lifumachus,” Who was chief allo 
magiſtrate that year, along with a guard of ſoldiers, to con- bett 
duct them ta priſon- Thus the miſerable and enamoured aha 
Cimon "loft his miſtreſs foon after he had gained ber, and PIN 
without having ſcarce fo much as a kifs for his pains. In * 
the mean time Ephigenia was handſomely received by many e 
ladies of quality, and comforted for the trouble ſhe had ſuſ- Jud 
tained in being made à captive; as well as in the ſtorni at . fa 


fea ; and ſhe remained with. them till the day appointed ſor 
her nuptials. However, Cimou and his friends: had their 
lives granted them (tho Pafimundd uſed" all his endeavours 
to the contrary}: for the favour ſhewed. to the Rhadians the 
day before; but they were ſentenced to 8 im- 
priſonment, where they remained forrowful enough, 
had no hopes of obtaining their liberty. Now bit Paſe- 
munda was making preparation for bis nuptials, fortune, as 
if ſhe had repented the injury done to Cimon, produced à 
new circumſtance far his deliverance; Paſimuma had 2 
brother beneath him in ycars, but not in virtue, called Har- 
miſda, who had been long talked of to marry a beautiful 
lady of that city, called Cafſandra, whom Liſimachus was 
2100 in love with, and had for ſome time been prevented 
marrying her, by diverſe unlucky accidents. Now as Pa- 
ſimunda was to celebrate his own nuptials with great ſtate 
and feaſting, he ſuppoſed it would ſave a great deal of ex- 
pence and trouble, was his — to marry at the ſame 
time. 
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time, Hereupon he propoſes the thing again to Caſſandra!s 
friends, and ſoon brings it to a concluſion;; When it was 
ſandra. This was, very:-grating to Zupmachis, who ſaw 
himſelf no depriveq of the hope which he had hitherto en- 
tertained of marrying her himſelf; but he was wiſe enough 
to conceal it, contriving a way to prevent its taking effect 
if poſſible ; but no other appeared, unleſs to take her away 
by force. This ſeemed eafy enough gm account of his of _ 
ice; but he thought it not reputahle as if he had hore no : 
office at all at that time; but /in fort, aſtex a long debate | | 
with himſelf, : honour gave way t love, and he reſolved, IF 
happen What Would, to,bear away Caſſandra. Thinking 
then What CQMmPpAn ions be thould make choĩce of for this 
enterprise, as Well as the means that were do be taken, he 
ſoon called Cimon to mind, 'w hom be had in cuſtedy, as 
allo his:eompanions ; and, thinking he could have no body , 
better to aſſiſt him, nor one more traſty and faithful oft i 
| that decaſion than Cinton, the next night; he bad him | 
privately» into his chamber, When he: ſpoke t him in this 
manner: Cimon, as the gods are the by; and moſt liberal 
givers of all things to man kind, ſo are they alſo the ableſt 
judges of our-ſeveral-virtues and merits: Such then as they = 
und to be firm and conſtant in every reſpect, them do they 
 make-worthy ofthe greateſt. things. No concerning your 
worth and valaur, they are willing to have a more certain 
trial of both, than it was poſſible ſor you to ſhew- within 
the ſcanty limits of your father's houſe, whom, I know. o 
be a perſon of the greateſt diſtinction; for firſt then, by the 
pungent force of love, as Fam informed; have they from a 
meer inſenſible creature, made a man of you; and after- 
wards by adverſe fortune, and now by a miſerable impriſon- 
ment, are they willing to ſee if your ſoul be changed from 
what it was, When you appeared ſluſtied ſo lately with the 
prize you bad Won. If chat continues the ſame, I can pro- 
pole nothing ſo agreeable to you, as what I am now going 
to offer ; which, that you may reſume your former might 
and valour, I ſhall ſtraightway diſcloſe. Paſimunda over- 
joyed with your diſappointment, and a zealous promoter, as 
far as in him lay, of your being put to death, is now about 
to celebrate his marriage with your Ephigema, that he may 
enjoy that bleſſing, which. fortune, when the was W | 
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firſt put into your power, and aftetwards ſnatched away 


from you; but how this muſt afli you, I can eaſily ſup- 
poſe by myſelf, who am like to undergo the ſame injury, 
and at the ſame time, with regard to my miſtreſs Caſſan- 
ura, who is to be married then to his brother Hormiſda. 
Now I fee no remedy for either of us, but what conſiſts in 
our own reſolution, and the ſtrength of our arms: It will 
be neceſſary therefore to make our Way with our ſwords 
for each of us to gain his lady: If then you value (I will 
not ſay your liberty, becauſe that without her would be of 
little weight with you; but, I ſay, if you value) your mi- 
ſtreſs, you need only follow me, and fortune hath put her 
into your hands. Theſe words ſpoke comfort to the droop- 
ing foul of Cimon, who immediately replied: Liſimachus, 
you could never have a more ſtout, nor 'a more truſty 
friend for ſuch an enterprize than myſelf, if it be as you 
ſeem to promiſe : Tell me then what you would have me 
do, and you ſhall ſee me put it nobly in execution. Liſi- 
machus made anſwer, Three days hence the ladies are to 
be brought home to their eſpouſed husbands, when you, 
with your friends, and myſelf, with ſome people whom [I 
can confide in, will go armed in the evening, and enter 
their houſe, whilſt they are in the midſt of their mirth, 
Where we will ſeize on the two brides, and carry them 
away to a ſhip which I have ſecretly provided, killing all 
that ſhall preſume to oppoſe us. This ſcheme was entirely 
to Cimon's good liking, and he waited quietly till the time 
_ "appointed, - The wedding-day being now come, and every 

part of their houſe full of mirth and feaſting; Liſimachus, 

after giving the neceſſary orders at the time fixed, divides 

Cimon and his companions, with his own 3 into three 

parties, and putting: arms under their ſeveral cloaks, and 
_ - animating them boldly to purſue what they had undertaken, 

He ſent one party to the haven to ſecure their eſcape, and 

with the other two they went to Paſimundas houſe; one 

they ſtationed at the gate to prevent any perſon's ſhutting 

them up in the houſe; whilſt he, along with Cimon, went 

up ſtairs with the remaining part. Coming then into the 


dining room, where the two brides with many other ladies 


were ſet down orderly to ſupper, they advanced up to them, 
and throwing down all the tables, each ſeized his lady, 
and giving them into the arms of their followers, ordered 
h em to carry them away to their ſhip. The brides, - 
« ad . we 
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well as the other ladies and the ſervants, cried out ſo much; 
that immediately there was a great tumult. In the mean 
tie; Cimon and Liſimachus, with their followers; all drety 
their ſwords, and came down ftairs, again without any op- 
poſition, till they met with Paſimunda, having in his hand 
a great club, whom the noiſe had drawn thither, when Ct- 
mon, at one. ſtroke, laid him dead at his feet; and whilſt 
Hormiſda ws running to his afliftatice, he was likewiſe kil- 
led by Cimon: Many others alſo of their friends, who came 
to their relief, were wounded and beaten back. Leaving the 
houſe then all full of blood and confuſion, they joined 
parties, and went directly on to their ſhip with their booty, 
without the leaſt hinderance whatever; when putting the 
ladies on board, and they with all their friends following 
them, the ſhoar was ſoon filled with crowds of people who 
came to reſcue them, whereupon they plied their oars, and 
- failed joyfully away for Crete. There they were chearfully 
received by all their friends and relations, when they eſpouſed 
their ladies, and were well pleaſed with their ſeveral prizes, 
This occaſioned great quarrels afterwards between the two 
iſlands of Cyprus and Rhodes, At length, by the interpo- 
fition of friends, every thing was amicably adjuſted, when 
Cimon returned along with Ephigenia to Cyprus, and Liſi- 
machus in like manner. carried Caſſandra back to Rhodes, 
and they were extremely happy together all their lives after; 
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NOVEL II. 


Conſtance #s in love with Martuccio Gomito; and 


hearing that be was dead, out of deſpair, goes alone 
into a boat, which is drove by the wind to Suſa: 
Finding him alive at Tunis, ſhe makes herſelf 
known 3 whilſt he, being a great favourite there of 


_ the kings, marries her, and returns home with her 


HE queen ſeeing Pamphilus's novel to be at an 
end, after great commendations given of it, 

ordered Emilia to follow, who began thus: We 
ere all of us juſtly pleaſed with ſuch things as 
pe ſee attended with rewards, according to our 
wiſhes ; and becauſe love at the long run is more deſerv- 
ing of happineſs than miſery, I ſhall therefore obey. the 
queen with a great deal more pleaſure, by treating on the 


- preſent ſubject, than I did the king, in diſcourſing of that of 


yeſterday, You muſt know then, ladies, that near to Si- 


cily is a little iſland call'd Lipari, in which not long ſince 


was a lady of a worthy family, nam'd Conſtance, with 


whom was in love, a young gentleman of the fame iſland, 


dall d Martuccio Gomito, one of an excellent character, and 
very eminent in his way. She alſo had the ſame regard for 
him, ſo that ſhe was never eaſy but when ſhe ſaw him. He 
therefore deſirous of marrying her, ask'd her father's conſent, 
whe replied, That as he was in poor circumſtances, he 
ſhould never give it. Martuccio, grieved to fee himſelf re- 
jected on account of his poverty, fits out a little veſſel with 
ſome of his friends and relations, and made a reſolution never 


to return to Lipari till he ſhould be rich. Parting from 


thence 


a al Dd. oth. 
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thence he cruiſed on the coaſts of Barbary, taking every 
thing of leſs force than himſelf that came in his way. And 
fortune was favourable enough to him, could he have ſet 
bounds to his deſires: But not being ſatisfied, he and his 
friends, with being very rich, and willing ſtill to be more ſo; 
it happened, that they were taken by ſome Saracen ſhips, 
after making a moſt, obſtinate defence, when being plun- 
dered of all they had gotten, and the greateſt part of them 
lain, after finking the ſhip, he was carried priſoner to Ti- 
nis, where he was kept under a long and miſerable confine- 
ment, In the mean time news was brought to Lipari, 
from diverſe hands, that they were all drowned ; which 
was ſuch an affliction to the lady, that ſhe reſolved not to 
ſurvive it; and not having an heart to make away with 
| herſelf by. any violent means, ſhe choſe. to lay herſelf un- 
der a neceſſity of meeting with her death: Accordingly ſhe 
went privately. one night to the haven, where ſhe found by 
chance a ſmall fiſher's boat, at liberty from the other ſhips, 
which was furniſhed with fails and oars ; when ſhe got 
chang and having rowed a little way into the ſea, threw 
her oars and rudder, and committed herſelf entirely 
mercy of the winds, ſuppoſing of neceſlity,” that as 
= boat was empty and no body to ſteer it, either that it 
muſt overſet, or elſe daſh againſt ſome rock, and fo break 
to pieces; and that, in either caſe, ſhe could not eſcape if 
ſhe would. Wrapping ber head then in a mantle, ſhe laid 
herſelf down, weeping, at the bottom of the boat, But it 
happened differently to what ſhe imagined; for it being a 
gentle north wind, and no ſea, the boat rode; it out all 
that night, and till the following evening, when it was 
brought within an hundred miles of Tunis, to a ſtrand near 
a town called Suſa. Whilſt che poor lady thought no- 
thing either of her being near to land, or upon the wide 
ſea, as having never looked up from the time of her lay- 
ing herſelf down, nor meaning ever to do fo. No it 
happened juſt as the boat ſtruck againſt . the ſhoar, that a 
poor woman was taking away ſome nets which had been 
drying in the ſun, who perceiving the boat to come full 
fail againſt the ſhoar, and ſuppoſing the people to be all 
alleep in it, ſtep d therein, and finding only this lady, ſhe 
called ſeveral times upon her before ſhe could make her hear, 
ſhe being faſt aſleep, and ſeeing by her dreſs that ſhe was a 
chatte, ſhe e of her in * how it happened __ 
; „ e 
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ſhe had arrived there in that boat all alone. The lady 
hearing her talk in Latin was apprehenſive that a different 
wind had drove her back to Lipari; and getting up, and 
looking all around her, without knowing any thing of the 
country, ſhe then enquired of the good woman where ſhe 
was ? Who replied, Daughter, you are near to Suſa in 
Barbary ; Which the lady hearing, was in great concern 
that ſhe had not met with the death fhe had coveted; 
fearing alſo, with regard to her modeſty, and not knowing 
what to do, ſhe ſate down, and began to weep. The 
good woman ſeeing this had pity on her, and after much 
_ perſuaſion brought her to her little hut, where ſhe told her 
at length in what manner ſhe had come thither: When the 
good woman, finding that ſſie was faſting, ſet a little of her 


coarle bread; with ſome fiſh dreſſed, and water before her, 


and prevailed upon her to eat a littke. Conſtance then en- 

quired of the good woman, who ſhe was, that ſhe talked 
Latin ſo well? Who told her, that ſhe was of Trepuni, that 
her name was Carapreſa, and that ſhe was ſervant to ſome 
Chriſtian fifkermen. The lady hearing that name, full of 
grief as ſhe was, began to conceive ſome hope from it, yet 


could ſhe give no account why, only that ſhe thought ſhe 


had heard the name before,  Accorditfply her deſire to die 
was much abated'; and without telling her who ſhe was, 
or from whence the came, ſhe begged of her to have pi 

on her youth, and give her ſueh counſel that ſhe might be 
able to avoid any injury that ſhould: be offered to her. The 
good woman left her in her hut, tilł ſhe had taken care of 
her nets, when ſhe covered her with her mantle, and con- 


ducted her to Sa, ſaying to her: Conſtance, I ſhall bring 


you to the houſe of an old ' Saracen lady whom I work for 
ſometimes ; ſhe is very charitable, and I dare fay, on my 
reeommendation, will receive you, as tho* you was her own 


child; you muſt ftudy then to oblige her as much as poſſi- 


ble, till it ſhall pleaſe God to ſend you better fortune. Ac- 
cordingly ſhe did as ſhe had promiſed. The old lady, up- 
on hearing the poor woman's aceount of Conſtance, looked 
earnefily at her, and began to weep ; the afterwards led her 
into the houſe, where ſhe, and ſome other women lived 
together, without ever a man amongſt them, employing 


. - themſelves in embroideries, and other kinds of needlework. 


In ſome few days ſhe had learned to work in the ſame 
way, and behaved W in ſuch a manner that they were 
| | extremely 
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extremely delighted with ber company; and at- length ſhe 
made herſelf miſtreſs of their language. In this manner ſne 
continued at Sſa, being given over at home for loſt; 
whilſt it happened that one called Mariabdela, being in 800. ‚ 
ſefſion. of the kingdom of Tunis, à young lord of great 
birth and power in the kingdom of Granada laid claim alſo 
to it, and aſſembled a powerful army to drive him out of 
the country. This coming to the ears of Mantuccio Gomito, 
who was ſtill in priſon, and well acquainted with the Bar- 
barian language; underſtanding al that the king made. 
great preparations for his defence, he ſaid to one of his 
keepers : Could I but ſpeak: to his majeſty, my heart fore- 
bodes that I could give him ſuch counſel. as: ſhould aſſure 
him of victory. The perſon reported this to his maſter, 
who immediately informed the king; he then ſent for him, 
and demanded what counſel it was that he had to give 
him? When he anſwered as follows: My lord, if I am 
ſuffciently acquainted, ſince I have been in this country, 
with your manner of fighting, it ſhould ſeem to me as if 
you depended principally upon your archers; Now if I 
can contrive a way whereby your enemies would want ar- 
rows, at the time that you had plenty of them, I ſuppoſe: 
you will think then the battle would be yours. Without 
doubt, replies the king, if you can do that, I ſhall make 
no queſtion of being conqueror. Martuccio then added: 
My lord; it may eaſily be done, if you pleaſe, and. I. will 
ſhow you which way. You muſt have much finer-cords 
made for your archers bows. than are commonly uſed ; 
you muſt alſo have the notches: of your arrows made to — 
theſe ſmall ſtrings; but this muſt be done ſo privately that 
the enemy hear nothing of it, becauſe they wauld then. 
provide accordingly. Now the reaſon is this; After your 
enemies ſhall have diſcharged all their arrows, and likewiſe _ 
after your own bow-men ſhall have. made an end of theirs, 
you know that they then gather up, and ſhoot back your on 
darts upon you, at the ſame time that your archers are obliged 
to make uſe of theirs: But your arrows will be uſeleſs to 
them, becauſe. thoſe ſmall notches will not ſuit their great 
ſtrings ; on the contrary, the ſlender cords of your archers will. 
very well receive the large notches of their arrows; and thus 
your people will have plenty of darts, when they ſhall be. 
intirely unprovided. The king, who was a moſt wiſe: 


lopd, was pleaſed with the advice, and followed it, by 
#3 | which 
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which means he got the victory; whereupon Martuctis 
was in high favour, and ſoon attained to great power and 
wealth. Theſe things were ſoon noiſed over the country; 


till at length, Con/tance heard that her lover, whom ſlie | 


had thought to be dead, was yet alive; whereupon the 
flame of her love, which had been ſo long extinct, broke 
out afreſh, and with greater vigour, and with it revived: 
her hopes; inſomuch that ſhe related all that had happened 
to her to the good lady, acquainting her that ſhe deſired 
to go to Tunis, there 'to- ſatisfy her eyes with beholding 
what fame had long rung into her ears: The lady com- 
mended her deſign, and, as ſhe had been hitherto: inſtead 
of a mother to her, embarked with her; when arriving 
there they were entertained together at one of her relations 


houſes: Here they ſent Carapreſa, whom they had carried 
with them, to learn what ſhe could about him, who re- 


ported that he was alive, and in great repute. The lady 
then reſolving that ſhe would be the perſon to acquaint him 


with his Conſtance being there, went one day to his houſe, 


and ſaid to him: Sir, one of your ſervants from Lipari is 
now a captive in my houſe, and hath a deſire to ſpeak to 


you in private; for which purpoſe, that no body might be 
entruſted with the ſecret, he deſired that T would go my- 


ſelf to tell you. Martuccio gave her thanks, and followed 


her thither; when as ſoon as the young lady ſaw him ſhe. 
was perfectly overcome with joy, and, being unable to 
refrain, threw her arms about his neck; whilſt calling to 


mind her Jong ſufferings and preſent tranſports, ſhe burſt 
out into a paſſion of tears. Martuccio ſtood. ſome time in 


amaze, till at laſt he ſaid with a figh : O, my Conſtance, 
are you alive? It is ſome time ſince I heard you was 


loſt; nor has there been any tidings of you ſince. And 


having ſaid this, he embraced her with a great deal of 
tenderneſs and affection. She then related to him all that 
had befallen her, as well as the reſpect with which ſhe had 
been honoured by the good lady; when after much diſcourſe 
together, he went ſtraight to the king, and made him ac- 
quainted with the whole ſtory, adding, that, with his 


conſent, he intended to eſpouſe her according to the man- 


. ner of our laws. The king was greatly ſurprized with 


the narration, and ſending for her, had the ſame account 


from her own mouth. He then faid, Lady, you have 


well earned your husband; when ordering many rich pre- 
| , ſents 
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lents to be brought, he gave part to her, and part ta 
him, and bid them do what was moſt agreeable to. 
themſelves,” Mar turrio Was very | thankful to the lady, 
who had entertained Conſtance, and made her a ſuitable. 
acknowledgement; and taking their leaves of her, not 
without many tears, they embarked (having . Carapre/a 
along with them) for. Lipari, where they were received 
with inexpreſſible joy; and the nuptials being celebrated 

with the greateſt magnificence, they lived long together. 
in the utmoſt tranquillity and RS enjoying the fruits 
of their n loves. 
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Pietro Boccamazza running away with his miſtreſs is 
ſet upon by thieves, . the lady makes ber eſ- 
cape into a foreſt, f rom whence "he is conducted ta 


a caſtle. He is taken, but eſcapes by ſome acci- 


dent, and gets to the ſame caſtle, where they ate 
married, and return * thence to Rome. 


vp 


- RS H ERE was not. one perſon among them all 

go 8 but what Fg "Emilia's novel; when 
the queen, knowing it was ended, turned to 
Elize, and bid her go on, who as readily 
"obeyed in this manner: I have a mind to re- 


5 a moſt melahcholy night, as it happened to two 


lovers; but, which being ſucceeded by many happy days, 
Is conformable enough to the ſubject propoſed— There 
lived at Rome, which was once the head, tho! now the tail 
of the world, a young gentleman of a good family, named 
Pietro Boccamazza, who was in love with a moſt beautiful 
lady called Angelina, daughter to one Giglivozzo Saule, a 


Plebeian, but one well efteemed among his fellow-citizens ; 


and ſhe in ſome time began to haye the ſame regard for 


him. When, weary of languiſhing longer for her, he de- 


manded her in marriage, which, as ſoon as his parents 
knew, ' they blamed him very much; at the ſame time 
gave the father of her fo underſtand, that they would haye 
him take no notice of what the young ſpark ſhould ſay 
upon that head ; for that was he to marry her, they would 
never OWN him more. Pietro, ſeeing himſelf diſappointed 
in that manner, Was _" to die with grief, * e 
ut 
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but haye prevaiyd upon her father, he would have married 
her in ſpite of them all: at laſt he thought of a ſcheme, 

which, if ſhe. would agree to. it, would anſwer. his pur- 
poſe, and finding by a meſſenger that ſhe, was. willing, it 
was reſoly'd between them to fly together from Name, 
Haying concerted meaſures for their departure, they ſet 
out one morning on horſeback towards AHlagna, where he 
had ſame friends whom he had put a good deal of confi- 
dence in; when not having time to marry, and making 
the beſt of their way, for fear of being purſued, it chanc d, 

after their riding about eight miles, that they miſd their 
road, turning to, tbe leſt, when they ſhould have kept to 
the right, and in about two miles farther came in fight. 
of a little caſtle; when, being perceiv'd from thence, twelve 
men came ruſhing out upon them, whom ſhe eſpy ing, 
but not till they were almoſt upon them, cried out, Ride, . 

dear, far we are attack d; and accordingly ee rs... 
to the horſe, and holding faſt b the pummel of the ſaddle, . 
ſhe gallop'd full ſpeed > ro? the foreſt. Pietro, whoſe eyes 
were more upon his miſtreſs than any thing elſe, follow d 
her as well as he cou d, till unawares he fell in amp SE, 
them, who ſeized, and made him diſmount; when, 4 
manding of him who he was, and he reſolving them nah 
in, they ſaid to one another, This man is, a friend. to our 
enemies; let us even ſtrip and hang him up on ape of theſe. | 
oaks, in deſpite to the Orſin's family. IG agreed upon this, 
they bid him undreſs himſelf, which, he complying with, 
411 expecting nothing but death; on ö Tadgen an ambuſcade 
of twenty five athers ff 1 behind them, crying out aloud, 
Kill them every man. Hereupon they left Pietra, to pre. 
pare for their own defence; but —.— themſelves out 
numbered, they took to their heels, and the others ſol-. 
| lowed hard after them. Pietro in the mean time took his 
cloaths, and getting on horſeback again, rode as faſt as he, 
could the ſame way that ſhe had taken; but ſeeing no 

track or footſteps. of any horſe, and finding himſelf now 
out of the reach, as well of thoſe who had firſt taxen him, 
as of the others by whom thoſe perſons were attacked, and 
not being able to make her out, he was almoſt gut af hig 
wits, an went up and down the foreſt, calling aloud to 
ſee if ſhe could hear, but in vain. Being i in this diſagree- 
able ſituation, he durſt not return back, and all before him 


? Was out of his d beſides, he was under Socken 
N appre henfions 
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apprehenſions for them beth, on account of the wild 
beaſts which are in thoſe places, and fancied every me- 
ment that he faw ſome bear or wolf tear her to pieces. In 
this manner did poor Pietro traverſe the foreſt over and over, 
hollowing and ſhouting, and frequently coming back 
again when he thought he was going forwards all the time; 
until what with his fatigue, added to his fright and 
long faſting, he was quite ſpent, Perceiving now the night 
to come upon him, not knowing what elſe to do, he 
ties his horſe to an oak tree, and gets up into it himſelf, to 
be fecure from the wild beaſts; whilft the moon riſing 
ſoon after, and it being a fine clear night (he not daring to 
fleep for fear of falling down, or if he had been in a place more 
commodious, his great grief and care for his miſtreſs would not 
have ſuffered him to reſt) he fate there ſighing, and lament- 
inghis hard fortune all-night long. The young lady, in the 
mean time, as we before obſerved, was carried ſo far inte 
the wood that ſhe could not. find the way out again; where- 
fore ſhe went up and down full of grief for what had 
happened: At laft ſeeing nothing of Pietro, and getting in- 
to à little path, as it was now towards the evening, ſhe 
followed it. fo long that in about two miles it brought her 
in fight of a little hut, whereto ſhe rode on as faſt as ſhe 
could, and found therein a very old man and his wife ; 
who, on ſeeing her, faid, Daughter, what do you in this 
country at this time of day? She wept, and replied, That 
ſhe had loſt her company in the wood, and enquired how 
near ſhe was to Alagna. The honeſt man made anſwer, 
Daughter, this is not the way; it is more than twelve 
miles from us. She then ſaid, And how far is it to any 
inn, where I may go to lodge? He anfwered, There is 
none near enough for you to go by night. For God's ſake, 
quoth the lady, as T can go no where elſe, will you pleaſe 
to give me a lodging? Daughter, replied he, you ſhall be 
very welcome; but I muſt acquaint you that there are 
companies of people, both friends and enemies, continually. 
paſſing this way, who do us great injury ſometimes ; and 
ſhould any of them find you here, they might offer rude- 
neſs, and we not have it in our power to help you, I ap- 
. priſe you of this, that you may lay no blame upon us if 
ſuch a thing ſhould happen. The lady ſeeing it was late, 
tho” ſhe was terrified with the old man's words, faid, I 

truſt to God for my protection, as ta what you — 
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put if that ſhould happen I may expect more mercy from 
men than from beaſts. Accordingly ſhe alighted from her 
ſteed, and went to ſupper with them upon ſuch poor diet 
as they had, and afterwards lay down upon their bed with 
her cloaths on, when ſhe: did nothing but lament her own; 
misfortune and her lover's all night long, not knowing 
whether ſhe had more cauſe to hope or fear on his account. 
When, about break of day, ſhe heard 2 great noiſe 'of: 
people on horſeback; and immediately ſhe aroſe, and went 
into a great yard behind the houſe, in one corner of which 
was a ſtack of hay, and there hid herſelf. | This was no 
| ſooner done but that knot: of thieves ' was at the door, 
which was ſtraightway opened to them, and ſeeing there 
the lady's horſe and faddle, they demanded whom it 
belonged to? The honeſt man, ſeeing nothing of her, 
made anſwer, No body is here; but this horſe. came 
to us laſt night, having got away, I ſuppoſe, from 
his owner, and we took him in that he ſhould not be 
devoured by the wolves. Then, quoth the captain, as he 
hath no maſter he ſhall be ours. Being&iſperſed up and 
down the houſe and yard, and laying down their launces 
and targets, one of them by chance thruſt his ſpear into 
the hay where ſhe had hid herſelf, and which was ſo near 
killing of her, that ſhe was on the point of making a diſ- 
covery ; for it pierced her cloaths; but recollecting herſelf, 
| ſhe reſolved to lie ſtill. In the mean time they fell to 
boiling ſome kids and other fleſh meat that they had brought 
with them, and after they had eat and drank they went 
about their buſineſs, carrying off the horſe. When they 
were gotten ſome diſtance from the houſe, the honeſt man. 
began to enquire of his wife what was become of the lady, 
for that he had never ſeen her fince he got up? When 
ſhe anſwered, That ſhe could not tell, and went all about 
to ſeek for her, Now the lady, finding that the men were 
_ departed, came forth from whence ſhe had been concealed, 
which he was much pleaſed at, finding that ſhe had not 
fallen into their hands; and he faid to her, It is now day- 
light, we will go with you therefore to a caſtle about five 
miles from us, where you may be in fafety ; but you will. 
be obliged to travel on foot, for theſe ſorry fellows have 
taken your horſe quite away. She was under no great con- 
cern for that loſs, but begg?d of them to ſhew her the way, 
when accordingly they ſet forward, and arrived there be- 
| Units 
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times in the morning. Nov the caſtle belonged to one of the 
family of the Oxſini, whoſe name was Liella di Campo di Fiore, 
and by great fortune his lady was then there, a worthy 
good woman, and who ſeeing her ſoon called her to inind, 
and received her with the utmoſt reſpect, enquiring by What 
means ſhe had come thither. She then related the Whole 
ftory. Whereupon the other, who knew Pietro, he being 
à friend of her husband's, was under great concern, ſuppoſing 
bim to be dead, and ſhe ſaid to her, As it is ſo that you 
know not where he is, I intend you ſhall abide with me 
till I have an opportunity of conveying, you ſafe to Rome. 
Now with regard to Pietro he had but a diſmal night 
of it, for he ſaw his horſe ſoon ſurrounded with a number 
of wolves, which made him break his bridle, and he en- 
deavoured to have made his eſcape, but was ſo encompaſſed 
that he could not, and he defended himſelf with kicking 
and biting for ſome time, till at laſt he was pulled down, 
and tore all to pieces, and having devoured him to the very 
bones they went away. This was the utmoſt affſiction to 
Pietro, who expacted much from his horſe, after all the 
fatigue that he had undergone; and he began now to de- 
ipair of ever getting out of the foreſt. It being now almoſt 
day, and he near dead with cold, as he was lqok- 


ing about him, he chanced to ſpy a fire at laſt about a 


mile off: When it was quite light therefore, he deſcended 
from the tree, not without a gteat deal of fear, and direct- 
ed his courſe thither, where he found ſome ſhepherds mak 
ing merry together, who received him out of meer com- 
paſſion: When after he had eat and warmed himſelf, he re- 
lated his whole adventure, enquiring if there was no town 
ar caſtle in thoſe parts that he could go to. The ſhep- 
herds told him, That three miles off was a caſtle belonging 
to Liells di Campo di Fiore, whoſe lady was there at that 
time: He then intreated ſome of them to go with him, 
and accordingly two readily offered their ſervice. , Being 
arrived there, he was known, and as he was going 
to ſend out to ſeek his miſtreſs, he was called upon by the 
lady of the caſtle, when ſtepping up to her, and ſeeing 
Angelina along with her, he was the happieſt man in tlie 
world : And if he was thus tranſported, ſhe was no leſs ſo. 
The lady after giving them an handſome reception, and 
hearing what had happened to both, began to reprimand 
him for attempting to do what was fo diſagreeable to his 

| | parents; 


parents; but ſeeing him reſolved, and finding that he was 

agreeable to the lady, ſhe ſaid, What ſhould I trouble my 
ſelf for? Fhey like each ther; and are both my husband's 
friends; beſides, it ſeems as if providence would [hve it fo, 
ſeeing that one eſeape 
being ſtabbed by a launce, and both from being devoured 
by wild beaſts, Then let it be done Turning to them 
now, ſhe ſaid, If you are reſolved to be man and wife to- 
gether, I am content, and will! celebrate the weuding at my 
husband's expence : Afterwards I will undertake to make 
peace between you and your friends. Thus they were mar- 
ried in the caſtle to their great joy, and with all the mag- 
nificence that the country would afford: And in a few 
days the lady carried both to Rome, when ſhe took care to 
reconcile. Pietro and his parents, who were much enraged 
at what he had done. He lived afterwards with e 
in mM peace and happineſs, to a #2008 Old age. 
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Ricciardo Manardi is found by Litio - along with bis 
| in r nn 
econciled together, 


IZA was hearing her novel commended, 
when the queen laid the next charge on Philu- 
& /tratus, who begun ſmiling in this manner: 1 
2:4 have been ſo often laſhed by you for giving an 
harſh and melancholy ſubject, that, by way 
of recompence; I think myſelf obliged to fay ſomething 


which will make you laugh : I ſhall therefore relate a love 


affair (attended with nothing worſe than a few ſighs and a 
ſhort fright, mingled with ſome ſhame) brought to an 


happy ending; and this in a very ſhort novel——Not long 


fince there lived in Ramagna, a worthy and accompliſhed 


knight, named L:tis da Valbona, ho had a daughter in 


his old age by bis lady madam Facomina, which daughter 


was the moſt beautiful young in all the country; be- 


ing their only child, they were extremely tender and care- 
ful of her, thinking thro* her to make ſome grand alliance. 


Now there was a young gentleman uſed to come much to 


their houſe, of a very agreeable perſon, whilſt Litis and 
his lady were under no more apprehenſions from him, 


than they would have been from their own ſon, who ſee- 


ing her often, and being charmed with her perſon and 
behaviour, fell ſecretly in love, which ſhe perceiving, ſoon 
returned by a reciprocal affection, at which he was entire- 
ly ſatisfied, and was often deſirous of ſpeaking to her, yet 
could never dare to do it: Till at length, he had the op- 


portunity 


daughter, when he marries her, and they become 
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portunity and courage one day to ſays. Caterina, I beg of 
= — let me die thro my love. She replied, Would 
to God you would ſhow me the like mercy. This gave 
him great comſart, and he added, I ſhall ſtudy your will 
and pleaſure in every thing; do you find a way to make us 
happy together, She. then returned, Vou fee, Sir, how 
I am watched, and therefore am unable to contrive the 
means for your coming to me: But if you can think of 
any method to do it, without my being cenſured, tell me, 
and I ſhall be very glad. He after mature conſideration 
ſaid, My deareſt Caterina, I fee no. other way, but for 
| you to, get leave to lie in the gallery, which looks to- 

wards the garden, and if I knew at that time of it, I ſhould 
endeavour to get to you, altho* it be a great height from 
the ground. She made anſwer, If you have a mind to 
come to me I hope to manage fo as to lie there. He pro- 
miſed to do ſo, when they parted for that time: And the 
following day, it being about the end of May, ſhe com- 
plained: grievouſly to her mother, that the heat was ſo ex- 
ceſſive the foregoing night, that ſhe could not get a wink 
of ſleep. Daughter, anſwered ſhe, you talk of heat, I do 

not find the weather ſo ſultry. Madam, ſhe replied, there 
is a good deal of difference between old people and young. 
That may be fo, quoth the mother, but can I change the 
ſeaſons? You muſt bear with the time of year as it is: 
Another night it may be more temperate, and then you will 
ſleep: better. I wiſh it would, anſwered Caterina, but the 
nights are not uſed to grow pleaſanter, the more the ſummer 
advances. T ben, ſaid the mother, what would you have 
me do for you? She made anſwer, If you and my father 
pleaſe, I would gladly lie in the gallery adjoining to your 
chamber, and which looks towards the garden; where, by 
having à good deal of freſh air, and hearing of the nightin- 
gale, it will be much more pleaſant than lying in your 
chamber. Daughter, quoth ſhe, be eaſy, I will ſpeak to 
your father about it, and we will do as he thinks beſt in 
that caſe. Accordingly ſhe: moved the matter to Litia, who 
being old was apt to be a little teſty, and he ſaid, What 
nightingale is this ſhe talks off? I ſhall make her ſleep at 

the ſinging of a cricket. Caterina hearing this kept awake 
the next night on purpoſe, and was not only reſtleſs herſelf, 
but kept her mother allo from ſleeping. The next morn- 
ing then the old lady complained to her husband, ſaying, 


2 
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Vou ſhèw very little regard for your daughter: What does 
ber lying in the gallery ſignify to you ? She did not reſt 
at all laſt night for the heat. And as to her fancy of the 

nightingale, ſhe is young, let her have her way. He re- 
plied, Make her a bed then there, if you will, and let her 
hear the nightingale. A bed therefore was ordered to be 
ſet up for her, which ſhe gave Ricciaruo to underſtand by 
ſuch a ſign as had been agreed on between them, when he 
ſoon knew what he had to do. Whilſt Litio, upon her 
going to bed, locked the door that opened out of his cham- 
der into the gallery, and then, went to reſt himſelf. As 
ſoon as every thing was ſtill; Riccrards got upon the wall, 
by help of a ſcaling ladder; from whence laying hold of the 
joinings of another wall, he climbed at laſt (not without 
great difficulty, as well as danger had he fallen) to the gal- 
lery, where the lady had been long expecting him. When 
the nights being ſhort, and happening to fall aſleep with 

her; the next morning as ſoon as Litio aroſe, he began to 
think of his daughter, when he opened the door, and ſaid, 
Let us go ſee now how the nightingale has made her ſleep. 
Going then into the gallery, and drawing the curtains, he 
found Nicciardo and ſhe aſleep together : Whereupon he 


ſtept back, and called to his wife, ſaying, Come hither di- 


rectly; you will find your daughter has heard the nightin- 
gale to ſome purpoſe. Accordingly ſhe dreſſed herſelf as 
faſt as ſhe could, and ſeeing them together in that manner, 
was going to give Ricciardo all the hard language ſhe could 
deviſe. But Litis ſaid, Take care I charge you to make 
no words about it; as he has now got her, he ſhall keep 


her. He is of a good family, as well as rich, that wa 


cannot have a better ſon-in-law. If he means to go off in 
a whole skin, he ſhall marry her before I part with him. 
Hereupon the wife was a little comforted, and held her 
peace. Soon after this debate Ricc:iardo chanced to wake, 
and ſeeing it broad day-light was frightened out of his wits ; 
calling then upon Caterina, he ſaid, Alas! my life, what 
ſhall we do? the day-light has ſurprized me here with you! 
At theſe words Litio ſtept from behind the curtain, and 
faid, Oh, I will take care you ſhall do well enough. Kic- 
ciardo was quite confounded at ſeeing of him, and riſing up 
in bed, he faid, For God's fake, Sir, ] beg you would 
forgive me, I confeſs that I deſerve to die; fave but my 
life therefore, and do what you pleaſe. Litio replied, Rie- 


ciarda, 
1 | 


e eee EE eee — 24 ED Lee A nn oc n 
— — 2 __ 
” * a 4 „ . — * * 8 * * "nd K p 


* 


Nover IV. The FIT DAT. 239 


ciarde, my friendſhip for you did not deſerve ſuch a re- 


turn as I -haye met with, But ſince .it.is ſo,.. you hape 
only one way whereby, you may. fave: your life and 
honour, that is, to marry her; either do- that, ot el 

make your peace with God Almighty, for here you ſhall 


die. Thefe was no need of many words: The fear of 


| death, as well as his love fr Citerina, ſoon made him re- 
ſolve: Accorditigly he told him, that he was ready to com- 
ply: Litio then took his wife's ring, and made him eſ⸗- 
pouſe her out of hand, Which being done he bid them 
take their own time fot riſing. In the morning hey, had 
ſome farther diſcourſe together; and eve thing, 

ſettled to all their ſatisfactionz, he married Lo in the han 
publick manner, and having carried her home with great 
demonſtrations: of j joy, they |lived' together from that time 
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Guiddtto da Peng ile "= a 4 8 7e 3. 
care of Jacomino da Pavia. Giannole di Se- 


verino and Minghino. di Mingola doth. are in 


love with ber, and figbt upon ber accbunt, doben 
WY is known to be Giannole*s ſiſter, and is married 
therefore zo Min * 


AY2VERY one laughed at the ſtory of the night- 
59 ingale, when the queen turned to Phileftratus, 
nnd faid, If you gave us concern with your ſub- 
ect of yeſterday, you have made ample amends 
buy your laſt ory, wherefore you ſhall hear 
no more of it. "She then turned to Neiphile, who began in 
this manner: As Philgtratmis i gotten into Romagna, I in- 
tend to have my hovel ale Hm thenee. In the city 
then of Tano delt two lomhards, one named Guidotto da 
Cremona, and the other Jacmmm dg Pavia, both advanced 
in years, and who,- had Hved 28 Gldiers all their life long. 
When Guidotto bein * the point of death, and having 
never a fon, nor a 8 ill whom he put greater con- 
fidence than in Facomino, after %ttling all his affairs, he 


left to his care a daughter of about ten years of age, with 


the management of his whole ſubſtance, In the mean time 
the city of Faenza, which had been long embroiled in wars 
-and confuſion, being now brought into a more flouriſhing 
ſtate, and every one that -pleaſed having leave to return; 
it chanced, that Facomine, who had formerly lived there, 


and liked the place, went back with all his effects, carry- 


ing this young lady along with him, whom he loved and 
treated as his own child, and who as ſhe grew up became 
tke 


* 
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N88 moſt celebraced beauty i in the whole city, and as ac*® | 
compliſhed, i in all reſpects as.ſhe was fair. On which ac- 
count ſbe began to be admited by diverſe young gentlemen, 
but two. eſpecially of Equal fortunes were ſo much in love, 
| that an utter hatred: commenced between them for her 
lake; one was called Giamndle di Severino, and the other 
Magbius di Mingoll. Eitler of theſe gentlemen would 
gladly” have married her, the being now fifteen; but find - 
ing themſelves re jected by ne they? reſolved to try 
other means Gf lee her. Janine had im his houſe 
an. old maid ſervatit, afſd a maf called Cribell,, a face- 
tious, As. Well as an "honeſt | perſon; with whöm Giannole 
- was acquainted,” to whom ket made known his love; offers 
ing at the lame time à great feward, if by bis 2fiftance he 
might. any. Wa obtain his deſire. When Crivelh replied; 
Sir, I can do nothing more for you, than when my maſter 
is gone out to ſup any Where, io bring you where ſhe is 3 
for Was I to put in a word for you, ſhe would never give 
me the hearing : If you like this, I dare promiſe you fo 
hr, afterwards you may do what you think moſt pro- 
per, Giannole told bim, He deſired no more; fo they 
were agreed. On tlie other part, Mitighino made his court 
to the 5 ' who, had delivered ſeveral meſſages to the lady 
in his. favour, and given her 2 good opinion of him: She 
d alſo undertaken to introduce him the firft evEning that 
acomins happened to be abroad? Soon after this it haps _ 
Wor that FJatemino Was | invited out by Civellès contri- —__ 
vance, who immediately gave notice to Giannole, and agreed © 
with him to come, upon giving a certain ſign, when he 
woüld find the door open. In like” mannef the maid, 
Wh knowing nothing of this, acquainted Minghino with the 
| fame” thing, adding, that, upon obferving ſuch a token, he 
' ſhould'then come into the houfe, In the evening the two 
lovers knew nothing of one another; but yet; each jealous 
of his rival, came with ſome friends armed for theit greater 
ſecurity. Minghino waited at a friend's houſe in the neigh- 
bourhood to watch for the fign, whilſt Giannole, with his 
people, ſtood a little diſtance from the houſe. Now Gri- 
vello and the maid were contriving to ſend each other out 
of the way. He ſaid then to her; Why do not you go to 
bed? What are you doing about the houſe ? © The maid 
—_ again, Why 30 not you go to your maſter, you have 
be, —__ your” ad Vi What _ you * r Des 2 
_ . But 
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But neither of them was able. to ſend the other away. 
Criuell at laſt knowing the time to be come that he had 
appointed, ſaid to himſelf, What need I care for this wo- 
man? If ſhe will not hold her tongue, I ſhall find a way to 


3 : proceedings joined with Mingbino. Wherefore, after a long 


were a little quieted, and Facomino returned, he became 
very uneaſy at what had happened, till hearing that ſhe 


CY 


as poſſible. In the morning the parents to them both hav- 


dhe offence, to make any ſatisfaction he ſnould inſiſt upon. 
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think, either of Cremona or Pavia, but of Famza: Altho!, | 
neither myſelf, nor ſhe, nor yet the perſon who bequeathed 


her to me, knew whoſe daughter ſhe was; every thing 
then ſhall be done according to your deſire. Fhe honeſt 
men hearing that ſhe was of - Faenza, began to wonder; 
and after thanking him for his gracious reply, they deſired 
he would be ſo kind to tell them in what manner ſhe came 
into his hands, and how he knew that ſhe was, of Faenza. 
When he replied; Guidotto da Crema was my very good 
friend and companion, Who as he lay upon his death- bed, 
told me, That when this city was taken by the emperor 
Frederick, and given to be pillaged by the ſoldiers, he 
and ſome others went into an houſe fall of rich booty, 
which was forſaken by the owners, only this girl, who 
ſeemed then but two years old, was left behind, who ſee- 
ing him go up. ſtairs, called bim Pappa; for which reaſon 
he took pity on her, and brought her away with every 
thing that was of value in the houſe to Fans, when dying 
there he left her in charge to me, deſiring, when ſhe 
ſhould be of age, that I would marry her, and give what 
was her own, by way of fortune: Since therefore ſhe. has 
been grown up, I have met with no body that I thought 
a fit match for her, otherwiſe: I Would willingls diſpoſe of 
her for fear the like accident ſhould happen again, that 
befel us laſt night, Now: there was preſent at that time 
one Gulielmino da Medicina, who was with Guidotto in 
that expedition, and knew very well whoſe houſe it was 
that he had plundered, and ſeeing that perſon in the company 
he accoſts him, ang, ſays, Bernarbuccio, do you hear what 
Jacomino has been, t 2 of 2 "Ye, he replied, ' and I 
am now thinking} about,” t for in that confuſion I re- 
member to have lolt'a-daughter about the ſame age that 
he ſpeaks of. Then fad Gukelmino, It is certainly the 
fame ; for I was there ut that time, and heard Guidetto re- 
late how he plundered ſudtian houſe, when I knew it 
muſt be yours : See therefore. if you can call to mind any 
mark that ſhe had, whereby you may know her ; for ſhe 
is plainly your daughter. He then remembred that the 
had a ſcar like a croſs under her left ear, wherefore he de- 
fired Jacomino to ſhew him to his houſe, that he might 
. convince himſelf by ſeeing her. Accordingly he brought 
him thither very willingly, when the very firſt ſight of her 
put him in mind of her mother; but not regarding 
U 3 1 
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that, he told Facomino, tliat he ſhould take it as a favour: 
if he might turn aſide the hair from her left ear; which 
being permitted he found the ſame mark, which convinced 
him that ſhe was his daughter : : He then ſaid to Jacumino, 
Brother, this is my daughter; it was my houſe that Gui- 
dotto pillaged, when this child was forgotten by her mother 
in our great hurry, and we ſuppoſed that ſhe was burnt 
along with the houſe. The lady hearing this, and ſeeing 
him to be a perſon of gravity, moved alſo perhaps by a 
ſecret inſtinct, eaſily gave credit to it, and both of them 
burſt out into tears. Bernarbuccio then ſent for her mo- 
ther and her other relations, as alſo her ſiſters and bre- 
thren, when relating what had happened, he carried her 
home to the great joy of them all, as well as ſatisfaction 
of Jacomino. Whilſt the governor of the city, who was 
a worthy man, knowing that Giannsle, whom he had in 
cuſtody, was ſon to Bernarbuccio, and the lady's own hro- 
| ther, reſolved to overlook the crime he had committed. 
Oonferring then with Bernarbuccid and Facomino about it, 
EE - he undertook to make peace between Giannole and Min- 
: ghino, to whom, by the conſent of all parties, he gave 
MW her to wife; and he ſet all the other people at liberty for 
| the fame reafon, Minghino then made a moſt ſumptuous 
3 wedding, and carried his bride home in great ſtate, Whees 
ey” ye ha ppily «cont ub a ER courſe. Ne Ts 
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formerly, his. miſtreſs, but then. given 70 king Fre- 
derick, for. which. be is condemned to be burnt 

doith ber at a ftake,..when being known.. by 8 5 
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Fd had orders to go on, who raifing up her 
& bright 'countenatice ſtraight way bega Great, 
moſt gracious' ladies,” is the force of "ove, and 
t i which often leads people to raſh and perilous at- 
eempeß as you have heard ſet forth in diverſe inſtances, both 
now and heretofore, and which I ſhall farther evince in 
what 1 am going: to relate concerning an enamoured routh, 
as follows— —thia ' is an jiſland near Naples, in Kich 
Was a beautiful young lady named Reſtituta, daughter to 
a certain Wedeln ell Marin Bolgaro, with whom 
was in love a young gentleman of Procida called Gianni, 
and ſhe had the ſame affection for him. Now not a day 
paſt but he would go to Hchia to ſee her, and frequently 
in the night, if he could not get a boat, he would ſwim 
over, tho* it was only do pleaſe himſelf with the ſighe of 
her houſe. Whilſt his! love continued then fo extremely 
fervent,” it chanced, that ſhe was walking out one ſum- 
mer's day on the ſea-ſhore, and paſſing from one rock to 
another picking up of ſhells, when the came'inear/a grotto, 
Yauy —_ young Seilen: juſt come from Naples, were 
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gotten together, partly for the ſake of the ſhade, and partly # 


for the freſh water, of which there was a cool and plea- 

fant ſpring. : Who ny by herſelf, .and. perceiving no- 

* of them, agreed together to ſeize and carry her 
way. Arden ycHey ferprifed, and took hex to their ſhip, 


1 tho ſhe made a great outcry, and failed off with her. Be. 


ing arrived at Calabria, there was a diſpute among them 
whom ſhe ſhould belong to; when coming to no. agree- 
ment abaut her, it was at! [aft thought convenient, to re- 
move all cauſe of diſſenſion, by making a preſent of her to 
Frederick king of Naples, who was young, and addicted to 
his pleaſures. Accordingly they found that prince mightily 

eaſed with her ; but, being a little indiſpoſed at that time, 
he had her ſent to a pleaſant ſeat built in one of his gardens 

called the Cuba, to be kept there for bis purpoſe. The 

lady's. being ſtole made a great noiſe all over Iſchia, and 
ſo much the more as the perſons concerned were unknown, 


But Gianni, who was more particularly intereſted” in the 


affair, fever expecting to hear any tidings of her there, and 
underſtanding which way the. veſſel had ſteered, got an- 
other ready, and went all along the ſea coaſt, from Mi- 
nerva to Scalea in Calabria, to enquire after her ; ; and at 
this laſt place he was told, That ſhe was carried by 
ſome Saales failors to Palermo. Thither then, be went, 
with all , poſſible. ſpeed, when after much enquiry he 
finds that ſhe was preſented to the king, and kept for 
his purpoſe in the Cuba, which gave him infinite eoeern, 
and he began to deſpair, not only of getting her back, 
but eren of ever ſeeing her more: But yet being detained 
þy his loye, he ſent. his. frigate home, and reſolved to 
tay there, as no body knew him; when paſſing pretty 
pA in fight of the houſe, they chanced one day to ſpy 
one another thro the window, which was agreeable 


enough. to both. And he ſeeing the place was private, 


got near enough to ſpeak to her, and being (inſtructed 
by her what courſe to take, if he deſired to have a 
nearer! interview, he left her for that time, taking parti- 
cular, notice, firſt of the fituation of the place, and 9 
ing for night, when a good part of that was ſpent, he 


returned, and clambering over the walls, which ſeemed 


inacceſſible, he made his way into the garden, where find- 
ing a long P piece of tiber he let it we the n 
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reſlecting that ſhe had loſt her honour, of which ſhe had 
before been very tenacious, ſuppoſing. alſo that ſhe could 
beſtow her  fayours on none who deſerved them better, 
was the leſs ſcrupulous in this affair, and had left the caſe- 
ment open. on purpoſe for him. She now begged: earneſt- 
ly of him, that he would contrive ſome method to get 
her from thence, and he promiſed to order every thing 
ſo, that the next time he came he would take her away; 
this being agreed, he went and lay down on the bed b7 
her. In the mean time the king being much ſmitten 
with her beauty, and finding, himſelf recovered; had 4 
mind, tho' it was far in the night, to go ſpend: ſome 
time with her. Coming then with a few ſervants to the 
houſe, and going ſoftly to the chamber where he knew 
ſhe was, to his great ſurprize he faw Gianni and her 
aſleep together. This provoked him to that degree, that 
he was on the point of puttting both to death: Till 
reflecting, that it would be baſe in any perſon, and more 
ſo in a' king, to kill people unarmed and aſleep, he held 
his hand, but reſolved to make a publick example of 
them, and to burn them alive. Then turning to one of 
his company, he ſaid, What do you think of this baſe wor 
man, on whom I had fixed all my hopes? He: afterwards 
enquired if they knew the man, who had the aſſurance 
to come there to commit ſuch an outrage. The perſon 
replied, That he did not remember ever to have ſeen 
him before. The king upon this went away greatly di- 
ſturbed, commanding, that as ſoon as it was light they 
ſhould be brought bound to Palermo, when they were to 
be tied back to back, and kept there till three o clock, 
for every body to ſee them, and then to be burnt as 
they deſerved, Accordingly they were ſeized, and bound 
without the leaſt remorſe or pity; and being brought as 
the king had ordered to Palermo, they were tied to a2 
ſtake in the great ſquare, and the fire and faggots were 
ready to burn them at the time appointed, Whilſt. all 
the people of the city flocked to ſee the ſight, the wo- 
men greatly pitying and commending the man, the men 
alſo ſhowed the ſame regard for the poor woman, every 
one highly admiring her moſt extraordinary buy 
the two lovers ſtood with their eyes fixed on 


ty. 
lamenting 
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lamenting their hard fate, and waiting, every moment for: 
their ſentence to be put in execution. Whilſt they were 
kept in this manner, till the time fixed upon, the news 
was carried to Ruggieri Dell Oria, a perſon of great 
worth and Valour, Who was the king's high admiral; 
alid he coming eo the place, caſt his eye firſt upon the 
lady; and commended her beauty very much.. He then 
turned to Gianni, when he ſoon called him to mind, 
and asked him; If he was not Giamii di Procida? Gum 
lifted up his eyes, and remembering the admiral, he ſaid, 
I» was once that perſon; but now I am to be no mote; 
The admiral” then enquired, What it was had brought 
him to this? Gianni replied, Love and the king's diſ- 
pleaſure. The admiral made him tell the whole ſtory, 
and as he was going away Gianni called him back, and 
ſaid, My lord, if i be poſſible, pray obtain one favour 
of his majeſty for me. Nugꝑgieri 8d, What that was? 
Gianni made anſwer, I find that I am to die out of 
hand, therefore; I only beg that as 1 am tied with my 
back to this lady, — I have loved dearer than my 
on life, and am not able to ſee her, that we may be 
bound with our faces to each other; and ſo I may ex- 
pire with the pleaſure of looking upon her. — 
laughed, and faid, I will take care that you ſhall ſee 
her to much better purpoſe. And he commanded thoſe, 
Who had the care of the execution, to reſpite it till 
farther © orders, when he went directiy to the king. 
Finding him a good deal out of temper, he ſpared not 
to ſpeak his mind to this effect: My liege, what have theſe 
two young people done to offend you, whom you have 
now ordered to be burnt? The king told him. He 
then added, Their crime may deſerve it; but not from 
vou: And as mifdeeds require puniſhment, ſo benefits 
are worthy of rewards, as well as thanks and mercy. 
Do you know who they are whom you have ſentenced 
to be burnt? The king anſwered, No. Then, fays he, 
J will tell you that you may ſee how wiſely you ſuffer 
yourſelf to be tranſported with paſſion. * The young man 
is ſon to Landolpho, brother to Gianni di Procida, by whoſe 
means you are lord of that iſland; The lady is daughter 
to Marin Bolgaro, whoſe influence it was that ſecured 
your ane over IJchia. Beſides, © they have * A 
| ong 
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long regard and love for each other; and it Was 
that, and. no diſreſpect to you. that put them upon com- 
mitting chis crime, if it may be called ſuch, for which 
7% u are going to make 24 ſuffer death, when y ou. 
rather to give them ſome noble reward. The 
king hearing this, and being aſſured that the A 
ſpoke nothing but truth, not only put a ſtop to the 
proceedings, but was 'grieved for what he had done; he 
therefore ordered that they ſhould be looſed and brought 
before him. When, hearing their whole caſe, he reſolved 
to make them amends for the injury they had received, 
and giving them noble apparel, and many royal. preſents, 
he had them married, as it was their mutual. deſire, 
and then ſent them home throughly ſatisfied with their 


good fortune, where. they afterwards you long t 1 
with all AI. and Lid ks 
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daughter; be proves with child, for "which be 

15 condemned to be hanged : W ben being led ou 

55 execution, he is known by bis father, © and fet 
at liveriy, end he afterwards married ber. 


H E ladies were ſome time in ſuſpence, as fear- 
Sy ing leſt the two lovers ſhould be burnt ; but 
were mightily pleaſed at laſt to hear of their 
| deliverance: When the queen gave the next 
| command to Lauretta, who ſaid chearfully, as 
follows. When good king William ruled over Sith, 


there lived in that iſland a \gentleman named Amerigo, 


abbot of Trapam, who, .amdngt HF gther temporal goods, 
was well ftored with children ; and having occaſion for 
ſervants, and wars gc Re Gznefe pirates from 
the Levant, who h een (coaſting along Armenia, and 


taken ſeveral children, ſuppoſing them to be Turks, he 


bought ſome, and amongſt the reſt, who ſeemed . chiefly 
peaſants, one of a more generous. aſpect, called Theodoro ; 
who as he grew up, tho' he was treated as a ſervant, 
was educated with  Amerigo's own children; when his na- 
tural diſpoſition was ſo good and agreeable to his maſter, 
that he had him baptized, and called him Pietro, making 
him overſeer of all his affairs. Amongſt Amerigo's other 
children was a daughter named Violante, a moſt beauti- 
ful»young lady, who having been kept from marrying 
longer than was agreeable to her, caſt her eye at 
laſt upon Pietro, being charmed with his behaviour, tho 
ſhe was aſhamed to make ſuch a diſcovery. — 20 
© ſpare 
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ſpared her this trouble; for he, by oſten looking cau- 
tioully :at her, was ſo far captivated, that he was always 
55 zunleſs he faw her : At the ſame time he was fear 
fal leſt· any one ſhould percel ve it, as thinking it a ſort of 
crime. This ſhe ſoon-took'notice' of; and to give him 
à little more aſſurance, let him underſtand: that it was 
—— — Thus they went on together, neither 
caring to ſpeak to the other, tho it was what they botli 
deſired. But whilſt rxbey thus mutually languiſhed, for- 
tune, as tho' on purpoſe, found — to baniſh this 
baſhfulneſs, . had hitherto been in the 4 
merigo had a countrychouſe About a mile from Trapany 
whither his wife and daughter, together. with other ladies, 
uſed to go ſometimes by way of paſtime ;; and being 
there one day, having taken Pietro along with them, it 
happened, that the day was overcaſt all at once witn 
clouds, on which .account: the lady and her friends made 
all poſſible haſte home again, for fear they ſhould be taken 
in the ſtorm. But Pietro and the young lady being 
more mimble than the reſt, had got a good deal the 
ſtart of them, as much perhaps thro love 2s fear of tha 
weather, and being out of ſight, there came ſuch claps 
of thunder, attended with à violent ſtorm of hail, — 
the morher and her company were glad to get into a 
labouret's houſe, whilſt Pietro and the young lady, hav+ 
ing nö other place of refuge, went into an old 
bited cottage, which had juſt cover enough remaining to 
keep them dry; but they were obliged ta ſtand pretty 
cloſe together. This encouraged him to open his heart; 
and he began to ſay,” Would to God the ſtorm woultt 
never” ceaſe, that I might continue here always in this 
manner. 1 ſould like git, ſhe replied, -- well enough. 
Theſe words brought on ſome little acts of» fondneſs; 
which were followed by others fo far, that at laſt : they 
grew very familiarvogerhr... The ſhower being over 
went on towards: the city waiting by the way fot 
the mother, and who-' — joined them, they came 
with her home. They had frequent meetings from that 
time, conducted always with great ſecreſy, till at length 
ſhe proved with child, which was a terrible thing to 
them both. Whereupon Pietro, being in pain for his 
on life, reſolved to fly, and told her ſo. When ſhe 
replied, Af you do that, I will certainly; en mylelf. 
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Pietro then, who loved her- moſt affectionatrly, ſaid, Why 


would: van habe me ſtay? There muſt ſoon be a Nii- 
8 „when for your 


anſwer.” Pirtriʒ my: crime muſt che known ; but as:; for 
yours, be aſſured, unleſs you: tell. it: yourſelf, it ahever. 


ſhall. - Then, th he, if you will promiſe me that. 


E will ſtay; but be ſure you obſerye ct. Fhe young 
lady, who had conctaled as long as poſſible her being with 
child, finding it. could be hid no longer, let her 
miother-:at laſk: into the ſecrets" intresting ber protection 
with abundance of tears. The mother was very harſh 
with her, and inſiſted upon knowing how it happened: 
When ſhe, to keep her word with Pietro, feigned. long 
ſtory: about it, to Which the other eaſily gave (credit, and 


to keep it private ſent her away fo one of their _ | 


Houſes: »'When-/the; time. of her: labour was at hand, _ 
mother never e any thing of ber husband's 


ing, it changed, that Ameriga, returning that way Son | 


hawking, thought as he paſſed under the window that 
be heard ſomething of a noiſe and hurry above ſtairs, 
when he came in, and enquired, What the matter was? 
The lady. ſeeing her husband, told bim, with a great 
deal of concern, what had happened to their daughter. 
But he not quite ſo credulous as herſelf, ſaid, It was im- 
poſſible; that ſhe ſhould be with child, and not know by 
whom, that he inſiſted upon Knowing it: By that means 
ſhe might regain his favour, otherwiſe he would put, her 
to death without the leaſt merey, The lady tried all 
ſhe could to make him ſatisfied with that ſtory, but to 
no purpoſe.” He run to his daughter with his drawa 
ſword (who whilſt they had been in diſcoutſe together 
had brought forth a boy) and fads. Either declare the 
father, or thou ſhalt die inſtantly. She tetrified to death, 


broke her promiſe to Pietro, and made a full diſcovery. 


He was ſo — at this, that he could ſcarce forbear 


murdering of her, till having vented ſomething. of bis 


paſſion, he mounts his horſe. again, and returns, to Tra- 
pani; when making his complaint to one Signor Cur- 


rado, who Was governor there for the king, of the in- 


jury Pietro had done him, he had him apprehended, and 
. confeſſed the whole thing. Being condemned to be 
whit and — hanged, that the ſame hour might 
put 


part you will be eaſily forgiven, 
and farord to bear pred, puniſhment of both. She made 
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put an end to the lives of both the lovers and their child 
| Amerigo, whoſe anger was not appeaſed with Pietro's death, 
ſent a cup of poiſon, and a naked ſword by one of his 
ſervants to his daughter, ſaying, Go carry them two 
things to Violante, and tell her from me, that ſhe muſt 
take her choice whether to die by poiſon or the ſword; 
and if ſhe refuſes, I. will have her burnt publickly as ſhe 
deſerves: When you have done this, take her child, and 
daſn his brains out, and then throw him to the dogs. 
The fellow more diſpoſed to ſuch wickedneſs than 
thing that was good, went readily. enough © about” 5 
errand. Now Pietro being whipt, . and 8 he was led 
along to the gallows, chanced to paſs by an inn; where 
were three noblemen of Aimenia, who were ſent as am- 
baſſadots by their king to the pope, to treat of. ſome 
weighty affairs with regard to an expedition that he was 
going to make. Fhere they ſtaid to repoſe themſelves 
after their journey, and had great hondur ie wed them 
by the nobility ofs Trapani, and eſpecialhy* by Amerigo 
Obſerving then the people paſs by, that were ſeadin 
Hierro, the; went to the window Sos What the m 


ter was. Now Pietro was ſtript to the waiſt, -withs! — 


hands tied? behind him; when one of the ambaſſadors! 
named Phinco, an: ancient perſon, -'andone'-of great au- 
thority, looking at him, ſaw a red ſpot on his breaſt, 
which children ſometimes are born with, which imme 
_ diately put him in mind of à ſon that had been ſtole 
away from him by ſome pirates fifteen years before, of 
whom he could ee. ſince · learn any tidings; and Con 
ſidering by the perſon's looks that he muſt be about the- 
ſamè age, he began to ſuſpect by the mark that he was 
the very perſon, and if ſo: he ſuppoſed he: would remema 
der his own name and his father's;-as :alfo ſomething of- 
the Armenian language: Wherefore being near him he 
called out, O Theodero! Hearing that, Pierre liſted up his 

head. Pbineo then ſpoke to him in the Armenian lan- 
guage, faying, Whence do you come, and whoſe: ſon 
are du? The officers now, that led him, ſtopt out of- 
regard to that worthy perſon's character, when Pie sse 
replied, I am of Armenia, the ſon of one Phmes, and was 


brought hither by IL know not whom. Phineo was no. 


convinced he was his ſon, and he came down with his- 
friends full of tears, and run to embracè him among all 
be | the 


5 


i 
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the Officers; when; throwing a rich mantle oven his — fett 
ſboulders,. he deſired the perſon who led him to wait till the 
orders ſhould come to take him back; which the other coy 
replied, He ſhould do very willingly. Phbines had learn ſhe 
ed the cauſe of bis ſentence, as fame had noiſed it every tur 
Where, when taking his friends with him, and their re- WI. 
whom you have condemned is ne ſlave, he is a freeman, 
und is my fon : He is ready alſob to marry the woman; 
then pleaſe to deſer the execution till it be known 
whether ſhe bes willing to have him, that nothing be 
done eontrary to law. Currado was greatly ſurprized, 
hearing that he was Phineo's fon, and being aſhamed of 
their miſtake, confeſſed, that what he had ſpoken was rea- 
ſonable. He then ſent for Amerigo, and acquainted him 
with theſe things. Amerigo was under great concern leſt 
his daughter and her child ſhould be put to death before 
that time, knowing if ſhe was alive every thing might 
be fairly accomodated, therefore he ſent in all haſte to 
her to prevent his orders being obeyed; if they were not 
cartied the ſword and poiſon, ſtanding before her, and 
becauſe ſhe was in no baſte to make bet choice, be was 
giving her bad language, and; would force her to take 
one. But hearing his maſter's command, he returned, 
and told him how it; was; at which be was throughly | 
ſatisfied, -and went to Phineo to beg his pardon for What 
his daughter that he ſhauld be entirely eaſy. Pbines ac 
cepted his apology, and aſſured him, that he ſhould: either 
marry ber, or elſe the law ſhould take its courſe; Fhis 
being agreed, they went to Th:odoro (who: tho“ rejoyced to 
find his father, was yet under apprehenſions of dying) and 
asked him, If he conſented? Theodore hearing that he had 
it in choice to matry his Violante, was as much rejoyced” 
as if he had gone directly from hell to heaven, and replied, 
That he ſhould eſteem it as the- greateſt favour in the 
world. They ſent then to know her mind in the caſe, 
who hearing of what had happened to Theodoro, began to 
receive a little comfort after all her affliction, and ſhe 
ſaid, Nothing in the world could be more pleaſing to her 
than to be the wife of Theoduro; but yet ſhe ſhould always” 
wait her father commands. Every thing being thus 
arts | ſettled 
, 1. 
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ſettled, the wedding was celebrated to the great joy of 
the whole city, In a little time the bride began to re- 
cover her lcoks, and having taken care of the infant, 

ſhe went to pay her reſpects to Phineo, Who, being re- 
turned from his embaſſy, received her as his daughter, 
with the utmoſt joy and reſpect. Soon after they em- 
barked all together for Laiazzo, where the two lovers lived 
peaceably. and . happily together all their lives. 
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NOVEL VII 


Anaſtaſio being in love with a young lady, ſpent a 


good part of his fortune without being able to gain 
Her affeftions. At the requeſt of his relations be 


retires to Chiaſſi, where he ſaw a lady purſued and 


flain by a gentleman, and then given to the dogs 
to be devoured. He invites bis friends, along with 
his miſtreſs, to come and dine with him, when they 
fee the ſame thing, and foe fearing. ibe like puniſh- 
ment takes bim for her buüband. 
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Fr Lassens ad made an end, Philomena 
began, by the queen's command, thus: Moſt 
gracious ladies, pity is a commendable qua- 
lity in us, in like manner do we find cruelty 
moſt ſeverely puniſhed by divine juſtice ; which 
that I may make plain to you all, affording means to 


drive it from your hearts, I mean to relate a novel as full 


of compaſſion as it is agreeable. 

In Ravenna, an ancient city of Romagna, dwelt formerly 
many perſons of quality; amongſt the reſt was a young 
gentleman named Anaſtaſio de gli Honefti, and who by the 
deaths of his father and uncle was left immenſly rich; who 
being a batchelor fell in love with one of the daughters of 


Signor Paolo Traverſaro (of a family much ſuperior to his 


own} and was in hopes by his conſtant application of gain- 
ing her affections: When, tho? his endeavours were gene- 
Tous, noble and praiſe-worthy, fo far were they from an- 
ſwering his purpoſe, that, on the contrary, they rather 
turned out to his diſadvantage ; and ſo cruel, and even ſa- 
Vage was the beloved fair one (whether it was her _ 
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beauty or; noble deſcent had 2 20 her thus haughty and 
8 on, neither he, nor any thing. e i 1 
bis Was: fuch an aMiction to A. 


ſcornful 
could ever pleaſe her. 
naſtaſio that Is was going to lay violent hands upon him- 


ſelf; but conſiderir g better of that, he e had. it in. 
his bis choughts to leave her entir rely ; z;or. elſe to hate her, if he 
„a8 much as ſhe had hated him. But this proved a 


220 deſign ; far he conſtantly found, that the leſs his hope; 
the greater always his love. Perlerering then in his loye 
and extravagant way of life, his friends looked upon him 
as deſtroying his conſtitution, as well as waſting his ſub: 
ſtance ; they therefore adviſed and intreated that "he would 
leave the place, 1 70 go live ſomewhere elſe; far by that 
means he would leſſen both big love and expences. For 
ſome time he made light of this advice, till being very much 
importuned, and not knowing how to ſay them nay, he 
promiſed to. do fo; when, making extraordinary prepara- 
tions, as if he was going ſome. long journey either into 
France. or Spain, he. mounts his harſe, and lefe 
attended by many of his friends, and went to a place about 
three miles off, called Cbiaſi, where he ordered tents and 


pavilions to be brought, telling thoſe who had accompanied 


him, that he meant to ſtay there, but that they might te- 
turn to Ravenna, bog he dived in the moſt. ſplendid man- 
ner poſſible, inviting ſometimes this company, and ſome- 
times that, both to dine and ſup as he had uſed to do be- 
fore, Now it happened-in the beginning of May, the ſea- 
ſon--being extremely. pleaſant, that, thinking upon his cruel 
miſtreſs, he ordered all. his family to retire, 3 leave Rim 

to his own: thoughts, when he walked along ſte P. by ſtep, 
— loſt in refſection, till be came to a foreſt of pines, It 
being how the fifth hour of the day, and he advanced more 
than half 2 mile into the grave, without thinking either of 
his dinnetz or any thing elſe but his love, on a. ſudden, he 
ſeemed to heat à moſt grievous. lamentation, with the 
loud ſhrieks of a woman: This put an end to his medita- 
tion, When looking round him to know what, the matter 
Was, he ſa come out of a thicket full of briers and tharns, 
and rum towards the place where. he was, a moſt beauti- 


ful lady naked, with her fleſh. all ſcratched and rent by the 


buſhes; crying terribly, and begging for mercy: In cloſe 
purſuit of her were two fierce maſtiffs, biting and tearing 


© 


Ravenna, 


wer, my eee and behind upon 2 2 | 


ers 
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ſteed rode a gloomy knight, with a dagger in his hand, 


loading her with the bittereſt imprecations, and ſeverely: 
denouncing of death. The ſight ſtruck him at once with 
wonder and conſternation, as well as pity for the lady, 


whom he was deſirous to reſcue from ſuch trouble and 


danger if poſſible; but finding himſelf without arms, he 
ſeized the branch of a tree, inſtead of a truncheon, and 
went forward with it, to oppoſe both the dogs and the 
knight. The knight obſerving this called out ' afar off, 
Anaſiaſio, do not concern thyfelf ; but leave the dogs and 
me to do by this wicked woman as ſhe hath deſerved. At 
theſe words the dogs laid hold of her, when he came up 
to them, and difmounted from his horſe. Anaſtaſis then 
ſtept up to him, and ſaid, I know not who you are, that 
are acquainted thus with me; but T muſt tel} you, that it is 


a moft villainous action for a perſon armed as you are to 


purſue a naked woman, and to ſet dogs upon ber alſo, as if 
ſhe was a wild beaſt; be aſſured, that I fhall defend her to 
the utmoſt of my power. The knight replied, I was once 
your countryman, when you was but a child, and was 
called Guida de gli Anaſtaſi, at which time I was more 
inamoured with this woman, than ever you was with Tra- 
verſari's daughter; but ſhe treated me PA 

fo much inſolence, that I killed myſelf with this dagger 
which you now ſee in my hand, for which I am doomed 
to eternal puniſhment, Soon afterwards ſhe, who was over 
and above rejoiced at my death, died likewiſe, and for that 
cruelty, as alſo the joy which ſhe expreſſed at my miſery, 
is condemned as well as myſelf ; our ſentences are for her 


to flee before me; and for me, who loved her fo well, to 


purſue her as a mortal enemy ; and when T overtake her, 
with this dagger, with which I murdered myſelf, do I mur- 


der her; when I open her thro' the back, and take out 


that hard and cold heart (which neither love nor pity could 
pierce) with all her entrails, and throw them to the dogs; 
and in a little time (fo wills the juſtice and power of God) 
ſhe riſes, as tho” ſhe had never been dead, and renews: her 
miſerable flight, whilft we purſue her over again. Every 
Friday in the year about this time do I ſacrifice her here (as 
you fee) and on other days in other places, where ſhe has 
ever thought or done any thing againſt me: And thus be- 
ing from a lover become her mortal enemy, I am to follow 


her as many years as ſhe was cruel to me months. Then 


let 


o cruelly, and with 
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let the divine juſtice take its courſe, nor offer to oppoſe what . 
you are no way able to withſtand. Anaſtaſia drew back at 
theſe words, terrified to death, and waited to ſee what the 
other was going to do: Who having made an end of ſpeak- 
ing, run at her with the utm fury, as as ſhe was ſeized b 
the dogs, and kneeled down begging for mercy, when with 
his dagger he pierced thro* her breaſt, drawing forth her 
heart and entrails, which they immediately (as ſeeming to 
be half famiſhed) devoured. And in a little time ſhe aroſe 
again, as if nothing had happened, and fled towards the 
ſea, the dogs biting and tearing ber all the way; the 
knight alſo being remounted, and taking his dagger, pur- 
ſued her as before, till they foon got out of fight. Upon 


ſceing theſe things Ana/taſio ſtood divided betwixt fear and - 


pity, and at length it came into his mind that, as it hap- 
pened always on a Friday, it might be of particular uſe z 
returning then to his ſervants, he ſent for ſome of his friends 
and relations, when he ſaid to them, You have often im- 
portuned me to leave off loving this my enemy, and to 
contract my expences ; I am ready to do ſo, provided you 
grant me one fayour, which is this, That next Friday you 
engage Paclo Traverſari, his wife and-daughter, — all 
their women- friends and relations, to come and dine with 
me: The reaſon of my requiring this you will ſee. at that 
time. This ſeemed to them a ſmall matter, and return 
to Ravenna they invited all thoſe whom he had deſired, and 
tho' they found | it difficult to prevail upon the young lady; 
yet the others carried her at laſt along with them. Ana- 
ſtaſio had provided a magnificent entertainment in the grove 
where that ſpectacle had lately been; and, having ſeated 
all his company, he contrived that the lady ſhould ſit di- 
rectly oppoſite to the ſcene of action. The laſt courſe then 
was no ſooner ſerved up, but the lady's ſhrieks began io be 
heard, This put them all into a ſurprize, and they began to 
enquire what it was, and as no body could inform them, 
they all aroſe ; when immediately they ſaw the lady, dogs, 
and knight, wha were ſoon amongſt them, Great was 
the clamour hereupon, both againſt the dogs and knight, 
and many of them went to her aſſiſtance. "But the knight 
made the ſame harangue to them, that he had done to 
Anaſtaſia, which terrified and filled them with wonder ; 
whilſt he acted the ſame. part over again, the ladies (of | 
whom there were many pteſent, related to both the knight 
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and lady wis remembered his Joe und unbappy death) 


all lamenting-i in like manner. as Hit had happened to them 


elves,” This tragical affair being ended, ant the lady and 
kniglit both: gone away, the had various arguments to- 
gether about it; but none ſeemed fo mueh affected as Ana- 
/lafid's" miſtreſs, who had heard and ſeen every thing di- 
ſtinctly, and was ſenſible that it concerned her more than 
any other perſon, calling to mind her uſage of and cruelty to- 
wards him; ſo that ſhe ſcemed to flee” before him all in- 
cenſed with the maſtifs at her heels; and her terror was 


ſach, left this ſhould ever happen to her, that, turning her 
batred into love, ſhe ſent that very evening à truſty damſel 


privately: to him, who intreated im in her name to come 


to ſee her, for that ſhe was ready to fulfil his deſires.” Ana- 


Aaſib replied” that nothing could be more agreeable to him; 
bit that he defired no favour from her, but what was con- 


ſiſtent with her honour. The lady (Who was ſenſible that 


it had been always her fault they were not married) an- 


ſwered, That ſhe was willing; and going berſelf to her 
tather and mother ſhe acquainted them with her intention. 
This gave them the utmoſt ſatisfaction; and the next Sun- 
day tlie marriage was ſolemnized with all poſſible demon- 
{trations of joy. And that ſpectacle was not attended with 


this good alone; but all the women of Raverma, for the 


time to come; were ſo terrified with it, that they were 


more ready to liſten to, and oblige the men, than ever they 


had been before. 
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F rederge gr ag in be v. about meeting. with any 
return, ſpends all bis ſubſtance, having nothing 
Jef Fit "one poor hawk, which he gave to his lady 
for ber dinner when foe came to his houſe — 
Enotuing this, changed ber reſolution, and married 
e 4 eh ueans he became WI. rieb. 


Ge HE queen now ie. that at We 
IS) . Dieneus were left to ſpeak, ſaid pleaſantly to 
SY this effect: As it is now come to my turn, I 
hall give you a novel ſomething like the pre- 
s ceding one, to the end you may not only know 
What effect the power of your charms hath over a generous | 
heart ; but that you may learn likewiſe to beſtow your fa- 
YOurh of yourſelves, and where you think moſt proper, with- 
out ſuffering. fortune to be your directreſs, Wh diſpoſes 
bie and without the leaſt judgment whatſoever. 
You muſt underſtand then, that Coppo di Bargheſe (who 
was a perſon. of great reverence and authority among us, 
and whole amiable qualities, Joined to his noble birth, had 
rendered him worthy of immortal fame) in the decline of 
life uſed to divert himſelf among his neighbours and ac- 
quaintances, by relating of things which had happened in 
his days, and which he knew how to do with more exact. 
neſs and elegance of expreſſion than any other perſon: He, 
I fay, amongſt other pleaſant ſtories, uſed to tell us, that 
at Florence dwelt a young gentleman named Frederigo, ſon 


« h Albers hi, who in feats of arms and gentility, 
P. lippo 1g 5 X Ph har 
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ſurpaſſed all the young people in Tuſcany: This gentleman 
was in love with a lady called AMomna Giovanna, one of 
the moſt agreeable women in Florence, and to gain her 
affection uſed to be continually making of tilts, balls, and 
ſuch like diverſions; laviſhing away his money in rich pre- 
ſents, and every thing that was extravagant. But ſhe, as 

juſt and reputable as the was fair, made no account either 
of what he did for her fake, or of himſelf. Living then 
in this manner, his wealth ſoon began to waſte, till at 
laſt he had nothing left but a very fmall farm, the income 
of which was a moſt lender maintenance, and he had an 


hawk beſides, one of the beſt in the world. Yet loving ſtill 
more .than ever, and finding he could ſubſiſt no longer in 


the city in the manner he would chuſe to live, he retired 
to his farm, where he went out a fowling, as often as the 
weather would permit, and bore his diſtreſs patiently, and 
without eyer making his neceſſity known to any one. 


Now one day it happened, that, as he was reduced to the 


laſt extremity, the husband to this lady chanced to fall ſick, 
who being very rich, left all his ſubſtance to an only fon, 
who was almoſt grown up, and if he ſhould die without 
iſſue, he then ordered that it ſhould revert to his lady, whom 
he yas extremely fond of, and when he had diſpoſed thus 
of his fortune he digd. Sbe now being left a widow, re- 
tired, as our ladies uſually do, during the ſummer ſeaſon, 
to a houſe of hers in the country near to that of Frederige - 


Whence it happened, that her ſon ſoon became acquainted 


with him, and they uſed to divert themſelves together with 
dogs and hawks ; when he having often ſeen Frederigo's 
hawk fy, and teing ſtrangely taken with it, was deſirous 
of having it, tho' the other valued it to that degree, that he 

new not how to ask for it. This being fo, the young 
jpark ſoon fell ſick, which gave her great concern, as he 
was her only child, when ſhe ceaſed not to attend on and 
comfort him ; often requeſting, if there was any particu- 
lar thing which he fancied to Jet her know it, and promi- 
ſing to procure it for him if it was poſſible. The young 
gentleman, after many offers of this kind, at laſt ſaid, Ma- 
dam, if you could contrive for me to have Frederige's hawk 
I ſhould ſoon be well. She was in fome ſuſpenſe at this, 
and began to think what ſhe be had beft to do : She knew 
that PFrederigo-had entertained a long liking for her, with- 


eut tbe leaſt encouragement on ber part, wherefore the ſaid 
to 
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to herſelf, How can I ſend, or go to ask for this hawk, 
which I hear is the very beſt of the kind; and beſides, 
what maintains him in the world? Or how can I be ſo 
ignorant to offer to take away from a gentleman all the 
pleaſure that he has in life? Being in this perplexity, tho 
ſhe was: very ſure of having it for a word, ſhe ſtood with- 
out making any reply. Till at laſt the love of her fon fa 
far prevailed, that ſhe reſolved at all events to make him 
eaſy, and not ſend, but to go herſelf to bring it; When 
ſhe replied, Son, ſet your heart at reſt, and think only of: 
your recovery; for I promiſe you that I will go to mor- 
row for it the firſt thing I do. This was ſuch joy to him, 
that he immediately ſhewed ſigns of amendment. The 
next morning then ſhe went, by way of a walk with an» 
other lady in company, to his little cottage to enquire for 
him: At that time, as it was too early to go out; upon his 
diverſion, he was at work in his garden. Hearing there- 
fore that his miſtreſs enquired for him at the door, he run 
thither wondering, and full of joy; whilſt ſhe, with a 
great deal of complaiſance, went to meet him; and after 
the uſual compliments, ſhe ſaid, Good morning to you, Sir, 
J am come to make you ſome amends for what you ha ve 
formerly done on my account; what I mean is, that 1 
have brought a companion to take a neighbourly dinner 
with you to day. He replied with a great deal of humi- 
lity, Madam, I do not remember ever to have received 
any harm by your means; but rather ſo much good, that 
if I was worth any thing at any time it was due to your 
ſingular merit, and the love I had for you: And moſt 
aſſuredly this courteous viſit is more welcome to me, than, 
if I had all that I have waſted returned me to ſpend over 
again; altho* you are come to a very poor hoſt, With 
theſe words he ſhewed her into his houſe, ſeeming much; 
out of countenance, and from thence they went into the 
garden, when having no company for her, he ſaid, Ma- 
dam, as I have no body elſe, pleaſe to admit this honeſt, 
woman, a Jabourer's wife, to be with you, whilſt I ſet 
forth the table. He, altho* his poverty was extreme, was: 
never fo ſenſible of his having been extravagant as now; but 
finding nothing to entertain the lady with, for whoſe ſake 
| he had treated thouſands, he was in the utmoſt perplexity, 
curſing his evil fortune, and running up and down like one 
out of his wits; at length, having neither money nor any 


thing 
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thing he could pan, and being willing to give her ſome- 
thing at the ſame: time, that he would: not make his-;caſe 
known, even ſo much as to his on labourer : He eſpied 
. is hawk upon the perch, when he ſeiaed upon that, and 
finding it very fat, judged it might make a diſh; not un- 
3 of ſuch a lady; without more to do then he pulled 


His head off, and gave him to a girl to dreſs and roaſt gare- 


fully, whilſt he laid the cloth, having a ſmall quantity of 


linnery yet left, when he returned, with à ſmile in his coun- 


tenance, into the garden to ber, telling her, that what 
Kkitle dinner he was able to provide was now ready. She 
and her friend came 3 and ſate down, with 
him, he ſerving them all the time with great reſpect, 
when they eat/the hawk. After dinner was over, and they 

had ſate chattimg à little while together, ſhe tliought it a 
nt time to broach-her: errand, and ſhe ſpoke to him cour- 


teouſly in this manner: Sir, if y0h⁰ call to mind your paſt 


life; and my reſolution, wr 1 perhaps you may call cruel- 
ty, I doubt not but you, will wonder at my preſumption, 
- when you know what 1 am come upon: But if you had 
children of your on, to know how ſtrong our natural 
affection is towards them, I am very ſure you would excuſe 
me. Now my Having a ſon forces me againſt my own 
inolination, and all reaſon whatſoever, to requeſt à thing 
of you, Which I know you value extremely (as you have 
no other comfort or diverſion left in your ſmall circum- 
Nances) I mean your hawk, which he has taken ſuch a 
icy to, that unleſs I bring him back with me, I very 

much fear that he will die of his diſorder. Wherefore I in- 
treat you, not for any regard you have for me (for in that 
reſpect you are no way obliged to me) but for that gene- 
pr fo with which; you have always diſtinguiſhed yourſelf, 
that ) you would pleaſe to let me — him, by which means 
you will ſave my child's life, and lay him under perpetual 
obligations. Frederigo hearing the lady's requeſt, and know- 

that it was out of his power to ferve her, began to 
weep before he was able to make a word of reply. This 
ſhe firſt thought was his great concern to part with his fa- 
vourite bird, and that he was going to give her a flat de- 
Rial; but after {he had waited a little for his anſwer, he 
then faid, Madam, ever ſince I have fixed my affections 
upon you, fortune has fil} been contrary to me in many 


82 but all the reſt is ne n hath now come 


to 
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to paſs. You are here to viſit me in this my poor man 
fon, and whither in my proſperity you would neve 


deign to come; you alſo -intreat-a ſmall preſent from * 
which it is no Way... in my power to ive, 2s T am 1 


briefly: to tell you. As ſoon; as I was atquainted with the 
great favour you deſigned me, I thought it proper, con- 
ſidering your ſuperior merit and. excellency, to treat you, 
40865 rding to my ability, with ſomething more nice and va-- 
luable than is uſually given to other perſons; when . 
to mind my hawk, which you now requeſt, and his 
neſs, I judged him a fit repaſt for you, and you have had 
him roaſted, Nor could I have thought him better be-, 
ſtowed, had you not now deſired him in à different manner, 
which is ſuch a grief to me, that I ſhall never be eaſy ſo 
long as I live: And upon ſaying this he produced his fea 
thers, feet, and talons. She began now to blame him for 
killing ſuch a bird to entertain any woman with; ſecretly 
praiſing the greatneſs: of - his. ſoul, which poverty had no 
power to abaſe. Thus being out of all farther hopes of 
obtaining the hawk, ſhe thanked him for the reſpect and 
good will he had ſhewed towards her, and returned 
full of concern to her ſon; who either out of grief, 
for the diſappointment, or through the violence of his 
diſorder, died in à few days; She continued ſortow- 
ſul for ſome time ; but being left rich, and young, her 
brethren were very preſſing with her to marry again; 
which tho! againſt her inclinations, yet finding them Rill 
importunate, and remembering Frederigo's great worth, and 
the late inſtance” of his generoſity, in killing ſuch a bird 
for her entertaintment, ſhe ſaid, I ſhould rather chuſe 
to continue as I am; but ſince it is your deſire that 1 
take an husband, I will have only ' Frederigs Alberight, 
They made great ſcorn of this, and "aid, You ſimple wo- 
man! what are you talking of? He is not worth one far- 
thing in all the world. She made anſwer, My brethren, I 
believe it to be us you ſay; but know, that [would ſooner 
have a man that fands in need of riches, than riches without 
a min, They hearing her reſolution, and well knowing 
his generous temper, gave her to him with all her wealth. 
Who ſeeing himſelf poſſeſſed of a lady whom he had: fo 
dearly loved, and ſuch vaſt fortune, lived in all true hap- 
pineſs with her, and was a better; N ta _ n a 
* the time 10 cone wo 
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Pier di Anois went to ſup 4 at 4 i friend's fe 
His wvife in the mean time has her gallant : Pietro 
returns, toben ſhe hides him under a chicken coop. 
Pietro relates, that a young fellow was found in 
-* Hercolano*s houſe where he ſupped, who bad been 
"concealed by the wife. Pietro's wife blames very 
much the. wife of Hercolano : Whilſt an aſs hap- 


. | pened to tread on the young man's fingers, who lay 


Hidden, and he cries out. Pietro runs to ſee what 
©» tbe matter was, and finds out the trick. At length 
7M they came upon a vetter W ng together, 


f 7 788 HE « queen . now —— an end, and every 
one was pleaſed with Frederige's good fortune, 
S when Dioneus thus began ; I know not Whether 


l could term it a vice accidental, and owing 


dt the depravity of our manners; or whether 
it be not rather a natural infirmity, to laugh ſooner at bad 
things than thoſe which are 90d, eſpecially when they 
no way concern ourſelves. Wherefore as the pains which 
J have before taken, and am alſo now. to underga, aim at 
no other end but to drive away melancholy, and to af- 
ford matter for mirth and laughter, altho' ſome part of 
the following novel be not altogether ſo modeſt, yet, as it 
may make you merry, I ſhall venture to relate it; whilſt 
vou may do in this caſe,” as when you walk in a garden, 
that is ur the Toles, and leave the hriers behind op 


lte, 
ä 


Nover X. The FIFTH DAY) on 
In like manner you may leave the ſorry fellow to his own: 
gvil reflections, and laugh at the amorous wiles of . fits 
wife, having that regard for other people's misfortunes 
which they deſerve. There dwelt not long ſince in Pe- 
rugia a very rich man named Pietro di Finciolo, who per- 
haps more to leſſen people's bad opinion of him, than out 
of any natural deſire Which be had that way, took unto 
him a wife. And fortune was conſormable to his inclina- 
tions in this manner; namely, chat he met with a woman 
of ſuch a diſpoſition as required two husbands rather than 
one. Aecordingly they had continual jars and animoſities 
together, whilſt ſhe would often argue with herſelf in this 
manner: I made choice of this man, and brought him a 
good fortune, expecting to live comfortably with him, and 
I now find it impoſſible. Had I not been diſpoſed to be of 
the world, I would have ſhut myſelf up in a monaſtery at 
once. I ſhall have old age overtake me before I know one 
good day, and ther jt will be too late to expect it. Full of 
ſuch reflections as theſe, ſhe went at laſt and made her caſe 
known to an old ſanctified virgin (who was perpetually fay- 
ing over her Pater Nyſters, and would talk of nothing elſe 
hut the lives of the holy fathers, and the wounds of Saint 
Francis) when ſhe replied, Daughter, you think very right- 
ly; there is no grief equal to that of having miſſed our'op+ 
_ portunity, as I can very well bear you witneſs. -- It is not 
long that our bloom laſts, and we have it in our power to 
do for ourſelves; and afterwards, pray what are we reckon- 
ed good for? If you want any aſſiſtance, I will do my 
beſt to ſerve you ; but you muſt conſider that I am very 


poor: I would have you therefore partake of all my par- 


dons and Pater Nofters, It was then agreed, that if the old 
woman ſhould meet with a certain gentleman in the ſtreet, 
whom the other deſcribed to her, ſhe then knew what ſhe 
had to do; and upon this ſhe gave her ſome victuals, and 
ſent her away. The old wretch ſoon contrived to bring 
them together, and they had ſeveral meetings; One even- 
ing in particular, the husband being engaged to ſup with 
a friend of his called Hercolano, the lady and her gallant 
were no ſooner ſate down at table, but Pietro was knocking 
at the door. She was frighted out of her wits, and being 
willing to hide him ſomewhere or other, and not knowing 
where to put him better, ſhe covered him with the hens 
coop, which ſtood in the next room, and throwing an 
| | empty 
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faid, Husband, you have ſoon made an end of your ſupper, 
| Pietro replied. have not taſted one morſel. How -— = 

tnat by ood: The?» Ho! _— e ; ol, ol you — 
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diſturbed that his wife made him wait ſome time at the 
door before ſhe: let him in) ſaid in a paſſion, What is the 
meaning of this 2: Who is it that ſneezes in this manner ?, 
And getting up from the table he went towards the ſtairs, 
under wich was a cupboard made to fet things out of the 
way, and ſuppoſing that it came from thence, he opened 
the door, when there ſtraightway iſſued out the greateſt 
ſtench of ſulphur that could be, tho we perceived ſomething 


ol it before, and they had words about it; when ſhe cold 


him, That ſhe; had been whitening her -veils with; brim- 
ſtone, and had ſet the pan, over which ſhe had laid them 
to receive the ſteam, in that place, and ſhe ſuppoſed. it 
continued yet to ſmoak. After he had opened the door, 

and the ſmoke was a little extinguiſhed, he began to loak 
about to ſee who: it was that ſneezed, the ſulphur provoking 
tat; and tho? he continued ſneezing, yet his breaſt was lo; 
ſtraightened with it that, in a very little time more, he 
wwuld neither have done that nor any thing elſe. Herco- 
luns ſeeing the perſon at laſt, cried out, So, madam ! I now 
ſee why you made us wait ſo long at the door; but let me 


25 die if 1 4d not pay you as you deſerve. When ſhe find- 


ing that ſhe was diſcovered, roſe from the table without 
making any excuſe. and went Lk no] not whither, Her- 
colano, not perceiving that his wife was — called upon the 
man that ſneezed, and bid him ; but he, who 
was indeed not able, never offered tir _— all he could 
ſay. Whereupon he drew him out by the foot, and was 
— yo Dh a knife to kill him; but I, fearing to be drawn 
into ſome difficulty. myſelf about it, would not ſuffer him 
to put him to death; but defended him, and called out for 
the neighbours to aſſiſt, who. came and earried hint away : 
This ſpoiled our ſupper, and I have not had one bit, as I told 
you. T he lady hearing this account, ſaw that other wo- 
men were of the ſame diſpoſition with herſelf; altho* ſome 
gd: more unlucky than — and ſhe would gladly 
7 have 
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have vindicated A with! but chat Sa. 
blaming the faults of other people to make the way mo 
for her own; ſhe then began: Here is a fine affair 
truly! This is your virtuous and good woman; who ſeemed? 
ſo Pititually' minded always, that 1 could have confeſſed» 
| 1 (elf to her upon occaſion, ' 'Whatis worſe, ſhe is alſo; 
: She ſets a fine example for young people Curſed be 
— hour of her birth, and herſelf alſo; vile woman as the! 
is! to be a diſgrace to mer Sohdle ſex 3 \whoj-mindles of her 
own honour, and her plighted faith td her husband, Was 
not aſhamed to injure ſo deſerving a perſon, and who. had 
been always ſo tender of her]! As God ſhall ſave me, I 
would have no mercy on ſuch proſtitutes, they ſhould every 
ſoul of them be burnt alive. Now calling to mind her 
own ſpark that was hid, ſhe began to fondle: her husband, 
and would have had him go to bed; but he, who had 
more ſtomach to eat than ſleep, asked if ſhe had any thing 
for ſupper. Ves truly, quoth ſhe, we are uſed to ha ve ſup- 
pers when you are from home. $7 ſhould: fare better was 1 
Hercoland's wife, My dear, now go to bed. That even- 
ing it happened, that certain labourers of his were come 
with ſome things out of the country, and had put their 
aſſes, without giving them any water, into à ſtabſe adjoin- 
ing to the little room, when one of them ſlipt his halter, 
being very thirſty,” and went ſmelling-evety, where to'drink; 
till he came to the coop- under 3 — man was 
hid. Now he was forced to lie flat on his belly, and one 
of his fingers, by ſtrange ill fortune, was uncovefed, ſo that 
the aſs trod upon it, which made him cry out moſt — 
ribly. Pietro wondered to hear that clamour, ſuppoſing 
was ſome where in the houſe, and finding the perſon pitt 
tinued to make a noiſe; the aſs Rill ſqueea ing cloſe his 
finger, he called aloud, Who is there? And running to the 
coop, . and turning it up, he ſaw the young man, who be- 
ſides the great pain he had ſuffered, was frighted to deaths 
Jeſt Pietro ſhould do him ſome miſchief. He enquired of 
him then whe buſineſs he had there? To which he made 
no reply, but begged he would do him no harm: When 
Pietro faid, Get up, I ſhall not hurt you, only- tell — 
you came —— and upon what account? The 
man confeſſed every thing; whilſt Pietro, fall-as glad: 
he had found him, as his wife was ſorry, brought him into the 
enn where ſhe fate; in all the terror imaginable,” expedt2 


ing 
z 
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ing him. Seating himſelf now down before her, he ſaid; 


Here, you that was ſo outragious at Hercolane's wife, ſay- 
ing, that ſhe ſhould be burnt, and that ſhe was a ſcandal 
to you all; what do you ſay now of yourſelf? Or how 
could you have the aſſurance to utter ſuch things with re- 
gard to her, when you knew yourſelf to be equally guilty ? 

You. are all alike, and think to cover your own tranſgreſ- 
ſions by other people's miſtakes : I wiſh a fire might come 
from heaven, and blaſt. you all together for a perverſe gene- 


ration as you are. The lady now ſeeing that he went no 


farther than a few. words, put a good face on the matter, 
and replied, Yes, I make no doubt but you would have 


us all deſtroyed ; but I ſhall tick cloſe to you yet. You 


do well to compare me to Herezlano's wife, who is a 


deformed hypocritical old woman, and he one of the beſt of 
husbands ; whereas you know it is the reverſe with regard 
to us two: I would ſooner go in rags, was you what you 


ought to be, than to have every thing in plenty, and you 


continue the ſame perſon you have always been. Pietro 
found ſhe had matter enough to ſerve her the whole night; 


and having never been over fond of her, he ſaid, I will take 
care that you ſhall have more comfort for the time to come; 


do but ſee and get us ſomething for ſupper, for I ſuppoſe 


this young ſpark is faſting as well as myſelf. Tis very 
true, ſhe replied, for we were going to {it down when you 
unluckily came to the door. Then go and get ſomething, . 
he ſaid, and we will have no more diſputes. | She finding 
her husband was ſatisfied went ſtraightway about it, and 


they all three ſupped chearfully together. What he did 
after ſupper, for her farther contentment, I have forgot. 
This however I remember, that the next morning, in the 
publick market- place, the young man could not poſitively 
ſay whether the wife or the husband had the better of the 
argument. Wherefore, my dear ladies, this I tell you, 
that whatever is done to you, return it; or, if you cannot, 
keep it in mind till you can : that, like the aſs that kicks 
againſt the wall, they may receive as good as they bring. 
Dianeus having fini his novel, which was the leſs 
laughed at by the ladies, not for any want of mirth, but 
on account of their modeſty; and the queen knowing that 
there was an end of the novels of her day, aroſe, and tak - 
ing the crown from her own head, places it upon Eliza, 


ſaying, Madam, now it is your buſineſs to command: 


Eliza 
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Eliza taking upon herſelf the honour, gave the ſame orders 
to the maſter of the houſhold, as had been done iu the 
former reigns, with regard to what was neceſſary during 

her adminiſtration ; when ſhe ſaid, We have often heard 
that many people, by their ready wit and ſmart repartees, 
have not only blunted the keen ſatire of other perſons, but 
have alſo warded off ſome, imminent danger. Then as the 
ſubject is agteeable enough, and may be uſeful, I will that 
to morrow's diſcourſe be to that effe& 3 namely, of ſuch 
perſons who have returned ſome ſtroke of wit, which was 
pointed at them; or elſe by ſome quick reply, or prudent 
foreſight, have avoided either danger or deriſion. This was 
' agreeable to the whole aſſembly, and the queen then gave 
them leave to depart till the hour for ſupper : At that time 
they were called together, and fate chearfully down as 
uſual, When ſupper. was over, Emilia was ordered to be- 
gin a dance, and Dioneus to ſing. Accordingly he began 
one looſe ſong after another, the queen ſtill preventing his 
going on, and at length, as he ſeemed diſpoſed to give them 
no other, ſhe ſaid with a good deal of warmth, Dioeneus, 

J will haye none of this ribaldry ; either ſing us a ſong 
fit to be heard, or you ſhall fee that I know how to. re- 
ſent it. At theſe words he put on a more ſerious counte- 


* 


nance, and began the following 
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Cupid, the charms thit trown my fair, 
Have made me rd you and her. 
The light ning of her eyes, 
That darting thro my boſom flies, 
' Doth ftill your ſou reign poor declare: 
At your controul | 


* f 1 ach grace binds faſt my vanquiſ/d ſoul, 
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Dovited 10 


That waſtes my 
When Diomeus had made an end, the 


W 


your throne © 
From henceforth I myſelf confeſs, 
Wor can I gueſs nod 


2 defires to her be known; © 
claims each wiſh, each * fo far, 
| That all my peace depends on — : 


III. 


| Then hafte, kind godhead, and infoire - 
A. portion of your ſacred fre; 
| To make her feel, 


That felf- conſuming zeal, 


The cauſe of my decay, 
very heart away. 


queen called for 


diverſe other ſongs; his nevertheleſs was highly commend- 


ed: Afterwards great 


part of the evening being ſpent, 


and the heat of the day ſufficiently damped by the breezes 


of the night, ſhe ordered them all to go and —_— them- 


ſelves till the following day. 


The 
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Of the bee or Ten Days Enter 22 
of Boecbcee 


* 1 E moon had now loſt her brightneſs in the 
8) midft of the heavens; and the world became 
27 ilumined by the appearance of the new days. 

when the queen aroſe with all her company, 
and they walked forth upon the dewy graſs, to 
ſome diſtance from that little eminence, holding various ar- 
guments by the way concerning their late novels, and mak - 
ing themſelves merry with reciting ſome of the moſt entertain 
ing over again: Till at laſt the heat growing exceflive, as 
the ſun was mounted to a greater height, they turned back, 

and came to the palace; where the tables being ſet forth 
againſt their return, and every part of the houſe bedecked 
with ſweet · melling flowers, they fate down. to din- 
ner. When that was over, and after ſinging a few ſongs, . 
ſome went to fleep, and others/played at cheſs ; whilſt 
Dimeus and Lauretta ſung the ſotig of 2 and Creſeida. 
At the uſual hour they met by the fountain's ſide; when 
the queen laid her firſt commands _ Philomena, wha 


readily began as follows, 
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NOVEL L 


A certain knight offers a- 4 to carry hey Sk 
him, and to tell her a pleaſant ſtory by the way ; 


but doing it with an it grace, * _ rather to 
walk on foot. 3 WE 


7 AD IES, as ſtars are the ornaments of hea- 
FO TY ven, the flowers of the ſpring, and as the hills 
| 8 are moſt beautiful when planted with trees: In 
* 88 72 like manner a ſmart and elegant turn of expreſſi- 

of on is the embelliſhment of diſcourſe, which 


the ſhorter the better, eſpecially in women. But true it is 


(whether it be owing to our unhappy diſpoſitions, or ſome 
particular enmity which the ſtars bear to our ſex) there is 
hardly any among us that knows when tis proper to ſpeak, 
or to underſtand what is ſaid as they ought, which is a 
great diſgrace to us all, But as Pampinea has ſpoke. to 
this point more largely heretofore, I ſhall ſay nothing far- 
ther, but only ſhew, by the genteel manner of a lady's 
ſilencing a knight, the great beauty of a word or two 
ſpoke in due time and place. 


You may all of you have heard that thais Wed in our 


city, not a great while ago, a lady of great worth and wit, 


whofe good qualities deſerve not that her name ſhould. be 
concealed ; ſhe was called then Madam Horetta, and was 
the wife of Signor Geri Spina; who being by chance in 
the country, as we are now, and going by way of a walk 
along with ſome ladies and knights, who had dined at her 
houſe the day before, from one place to another, and their 


journey ſeeming a little tedious as they were on foot : One 


of the knights, who happened to be on horſe-back, ſaid, 
That if the pleaſed he would carry her part of the way, 
and entertain her with one of the beſt ſtories in the world. 
Sir, ſhe replied, I ſhould be extremely obliged to you for 
it. The knight, who told a ſtory with as ill a grace as 


he wore a ſword, began his tale, which was really a good 


one ; but by frequent repetitions, and beginning over again 
to fay it better, by miſtaking alſo one name for another, and 
relating every thing in the worſt manner, he mangled it 

80 
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to that degree that he made the lady quite ſick: And 
being able to endure it no longer, ſeeing him ſet faſt, 
nor likely ſoon to extricate himſelf, ſhe faid pleaſantly to 
him, Sir, your horſe has a very uneaſy trot, I beg you 
wquld ſet. me down. The knight, who took an hint 
more readily than he told a ſtory, made a laugh of it, 
and turned his diſcourſe to ſomething elſe ; leaving what 
he had ſorrily begun, and worſe. conducted, withgut offer- 
ing to end it. I * 3 6 „ 
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NOVEL II. 


Ciſti the 3g by a ſmart reply, wakes Signor Gerl | 


Spina ſenſible of an unreaſonable reguęſt. 


HE whole company was pleaſed with * 
Horetta had ſaid, when the queen pointed next 


capacity to determine whether nature be more 


in fault, When ſhe joins a generous ſoul to an 


homely perſon ; or fortune in dooming a body, graced 
with a noble ſpirit, to a mean condition of life; as was 


the caſe of a citizen of ours, named Ciſti, as well as many 
others. For this man tho be had truly a great ſpirit, yet 


fortune made him no better than a baker. For my part 


I ſhould quarrel both with nature and fortune, did I not 


know nature to be abſolutely wiſe, and that fortune hath 


a thouſand eyes, altho* fools have deſcribed her as blind. 1 


| ſuppoſe therefore that both, being truly wiſe and judicious, 
act as we ourſelves often do; who, uncertain of what may 
happen, for our convenience often bury our moſt valuable 
treaſure in the meaneſt places of our houſes, as the leaſt 
liable to ſuſpicion ; from whence we can fetch them in 


time of need, and where they have continued more ſecure 


than they would have been in the beſt chamber of the houſe. 
In like manner theſe two miniſters of the world do man 

times hide their moſt precious bleſſings under the coyer of 
ſome mean employ, to the end that, "drawing them from 


thence when need requires, they may appear with greater | 


luſtre; pick was plainly ſhewed, altho' in a ſmall matter, 


, by 


to Pamtinca, who ſpoke thus: It is beyond my 


2 =». 
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by our baker Ciſti, to the apptehenſion of Signor Geri Spi- 
na, whom the ſtory of Madam Hoeretta, who was his wife, 
brings .freſh into my mind; as 1 ſhall. relate in a very 
ſhort novel. You muſt know then that pope Boniface, 
with whom this ſame Signor Geri was in great eſteem, hav- 
ing occaſion. to ſend embaſſadors to Florence about ſome par- 
ticular buſineſs, who being entertained at this Geri Spinas 
houſe, and employed with him in the ſaid pope's negotia- 
tion; it happened, whatever was the reaſon, that they 
paſſed on foot every morning by the church of St. Mary di 
Ughi, where Citi the baker dwelt, and followed his trade: 
Who tho' fortune had given him but a mean employ, yet 
in this reſpect ſne had been kind to him, namely, that he 
had grown very rich in it; and, without having any de- 
fire to leave it for a better, lived very generouſly among his 
neighbours, having every thing in plenty, the beſt wine, 
eſpecially both red and white, that the country could afford. 
Now he ſeeing them walk daily by his door, and ſuppoſing, 
as the ſeaſon was ſultry, that it would be eſteemed a kind- 
neſs to let them drink ſome of his fine white wine; but re- 
garding at the ſame time the diſparity of their different ſta- 
tions, he would not preſume to invite them, but thought 
of a way whereby Signor Geri might be induced of his own- 
accord to taſte it: Having a white frock on therefore, 
with an apron before him, which beſpoke him rather a 
miller than a baker, every morning about the time that he 
ſuppofed they ſhould come that way, would he order a 
bucket full of fair water to be brought, and a decanter of 
wine, with a couple of beakers as bright as cryſtal, to be 
ſet before him, when ſeating himſelf down at his door, 
and clearing. firſt his mouth and throat, he would take 
draught or two juſt as they were going paſt, with a guſt 
ſufficient to cauſe an appetite almoſt in a man that was 
dead. Signor Geri obſerving this once or twice, ſaid the 
third time, What ſay you? Is your wine good, maſter. 
Cini? He ſtarting up, replied, Yes, Sir, but how can I 
convince you. unleſs you taſte? Signor Geri (whom either 
the heat of the weather, or his extraordinary fatigue, or 
perhaps the reliſh with which he ſaw the other drink, had 
rendered thirſty) turned with a ſmile upon the ambaſſa- 
dors, and: ſaid, Gentlemen, we may as well drink of this 
honeſt man's wine, perhaps it is ſuch that we ſhall not 
5 C E | need. 
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need to repent. And accordingly they went together o 
Cifti, who ordering ſeats do be brought out of his bake- 


houſe, P them to fit down, ſaying to their ſervants, 
who. 0 

jeave this to me. I am no worſe a skinker than a baker, 
and ſtay you ever ſo long you ſhall not taſte a drop. Waſh- 


ing then four neat glaſſes, and ordering a freſh decanter to 
be brought, he filled round to Signor Geri and the ambaſ- 


fadors, who thought it the beſt wine they had tafted a long 
time; and having highly commended it, they called to 


drink with him moſt mornings afterwards during their ſtay. 


At length, having diſpatched their buſineſs, and being about 
to depart, Signor Geri made an entertainment for them, 
to which he invited a great part of the moſt eminent 
citizens, and Ciſti amongſt the reſt, who could by no 


means be perſuaded to go. Signor Geri then ordered one 


of his ſervants to fetch a flask of Ci/ti's wine, and to fi 
half a glaſs round to all the company at the firſt table. 
The ſervant (offended, as we may ſuppoſe, that he had 


never been able to get a taſte of it) took à very large bottle, 


which as ſoon as Ciſti faw, he ſaid, Friend, Signor Gert 
never ſent thee to me; which the fervant affirming over 


and over, and yet meeting with no other reply, he returned 
to his maſter, and told him. Signor Geri then faid, Go 


back, and tell him that I did ſend thee, and if he mies 


_ the like anſwer again, ask him whither he thinks I ſhould 


ſend thee. The ſervant went again, and ſaid, Moft aſſured- 
ly, Signor Geri my maſter hath ſent me to you. Cifti 
made anſwer, I tell thee, friend, it is impoſſible. Then, quoth 

the ſervant, whither do you think he ſent me? He replied, 
To the river Arnon; which when the fellow reported to Sig- 


nor Geri, his eyes were immediately opened, and he ſaid, 
Let me fee what bottle it was which you carried to bim. 


Upon ſeeing of which he added, Now truſt me, Ciſti ſpoke 
truth : Reprimanding him then ſeverely, he bid him take a 
more {ſizeable veſſel, which as ſoon as Ciſti ſaw, he ſaid, 

| Why now I am certain that he ſent thee to me; and he 


Flled it very readily for him. That day alſo he had a cask 


filled with the {: me wine, which he ſent to Signor Geri's 
| houſe, and going himſelf aſter it, he accoſts him thus: Sir, 
J would not have you think that I was any way ſtartled 


it tte dicht of the 2 bottle this morning; but as 1 


red to waſh the glaſſes, Friends, o get you gone, | 
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imagined you had forgot what I had endea voured to inti- 
mate to you for ſeyeral days paſt with my little deny | 
ters; namely, that mine is no wine for ſeryants; | fo I on-- 
ly ly did it to remind you again of the ſame thing. But mean 
ing to be ſteward no longer, I have now brought my w — 74 | 
20s, diſpoſe of it as you pleaſe. Signor Ger: was ex- 
tremely thankful for his moſt valuable preſent, and — 
er e elmeg him a5 his moſt intimate friend, 
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Madam Nonna de Pulei firenced the biſhop of F lo- 
_ by a ſmart reply to an unſeemly piece of rail- 
ery. | | | 


{ anſwer and generoſity being highly commend- 
2 ca, when en the quiteh-gabe Her orders to Lau- 
retta, whe began as follows: Moſt gracious la- 


dies, Pamptnea the gther day, and Philomena 


now, have both juſtiy touched upon our little merit, as 


well as the beauty of repartess ; wherefore, as it is needleſs 


to fag any thing farther upon that head, I ſhall only remind 


you that your words ſhould be ſuch, as only to nip or touch 
the hearer, like the ſheep's nibling on the graſs, and not as 


the dog biteth ; for in that caſe it is no longer wit, but 


foul ſcurrility. This was excellently well ſet forth, both 


in what was faid by Horetta, and in the reply of Citi. 


Tis true however, that if it be ſpoke by way of anſwer, 


and bites“a little too keenly ; yet if the perſon who an- 


ſwers in that manner was ſtung firſt, he is the leſs to blame. 
Wherefore you ſhould be cautious both how, when, and 
with whom you jeſt ; which not being enough attended 
to by a certain prelate of ours, he met with a ſharper bite 
than what he had given, as I ſhall ſhew you. in a very 


. 


mort novel. When Signor Antonio d Orſa, a moſt wile 


and worthy perſon, was biſhop of Florence, a certain gen- 


| tleman of Catalonia, marſhal to king Robert, happened to 
come thither ; who having a good perſon, and being a great 


admirer of the fair ſex, took a particular liking to a lady 
of that city, who was niece to, the biſhop's brother. ; and 
| 2 underſtanding 


84 INE A had now made an end, Ciſti's 
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| underſtanding that her hugband, though of a good family, 
was moſt abominably ſordid and covetoys, he agrees to 


* 


ive him five hundred floxins of gold to let him lye with 
l ak _ "Accordingly. he got ſo many pieces of filyer gilt, 
which he gave to him, and then obtained his deſire con- 
trary to her will and knowledge. This being diſcovered 
ſoon afterwards, the wretch became the common jeſt and 
ſcorn of mankind; but the biſhop, ke a wiſe man, ſeemed 
to know nothing of the matter. And being often in com- 
pany with the 'marſhal, it happened on St. Fobn's day, that 
as they were riding fide by ſidę thro? the city, viewing the 
ladies all the way, that the biſhop caſt his eye upon one, 
named Mena de Pulei, then newly married, and who is 
ſince dead of the plague, couſin alſo to Alexio Rinucci, 
whom you all knew: This lady, beſides her great beauty, 
ras endowed. with a generous ſpirit, and ſpoke pertinently 
and well. Shewing her therefore to the marſhal, as ſoon 
as they came nearer to her, he laid his hand upon the mar- 
ſhal's ſhoulder, and faid, Madam, what do you think of 
this gentleman? Could he make a conqueſt over you, or 
not? This ſeemed to touch her honour; or at leaſt he 
thought it might give ſome perſons preſent a worſe opinion 
of her. Without ever thinking then how to clear herſelf of 
ſuch a. charge, but reſolving to return like for like, ſhe 
replied, Perhaps he might, my lord; but then T ſhould look 
td be paid with good money. This touched them both to 
the quick; the one as doing a very diſnhonourable thing to 
the biſhop's relation; the other as receiving in his own' 
perſon the ſhame belonging to his brother. And they rode 
away without ſo much as looking at one another, or ex- 
changing a word together all the day after. Very juſtly 
therefore did this lady bite the biter, "oo © 
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NOVEL Iv. 


Etichibio, os to Cortado Gianfiliazzi, 25 a ſudden 


*, reply which he made to his maſter, turns bis wrath. 


into laughter, and ſo eſcapes . the SIRE with 


1 þ be bad ee kin. 402-291 


= 4 2 ETTA eich Gas, | Neiphile was or- 


= eth people with words proper to their different 
occaſions; yet ſometimes deth fortune, an aſſi- 


dane to the timorous, tip the tongue with a ſudden, and 
yet a more pertinent reply than the moſt mature delibera- 
tion could ever have ſuggeſted, as I ſhall now briefly relate 
| - to. you. Curradꝰ Gianfiliazzi, as moſt of you have both 


known and ſeen, was ways eſteemed a gallant and worthy 
citizen, deljghting much in hounds and hawks; to omit 
other excellencies, az no way relating to our preſent 
purpoſe. Now he having taken a crane one day with his 
hawk, and finding it to be young and fat, ſent it home to 
his cook, who was a Venetian, and called Chichibio, to have 
it got ready for ſupper, The cook, a poor ſimple fellow, 
truſſed and ſpitted it, and when it was well nigh roaſted, 
and began to ſmell pretty well, it chanced, that a woman 


in the neighbourhood called Brunetta, with whom he was 


much enamoured, came into the kitchen, and being taken 
with the high ſavour, earneſtly begged of him to give her 
a leg. He replied very — ſinging all the time, Ma- 
Gam Brunetta, you ſhall have no leg from me. * — 

L 


> dered to follow, which ſhe did in this man- 
ner: Tho' a ready wit and invention furniſh- 


n — a. A 
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ſhe was a good deal diſturbed, and ſaid, As I hope to 
live, if you do not give it me, you muſt. never expect any 
favour more from me. The diſpute, at length, was car- 
ried to a. great height between them, when to make her 
eaſy, he was forced to give her one of the legs. Accord 
ingly the crane was ſerved up at ſupper, Currado having 
2 friend along with him, with only one leg. Currada 
wondered at this, and ſending for the fellow up, he de- 
manded what was become of the other leg. He very 
fooliſhly replied, and without the leaſt thought, Sir, cranes 
have only one leg. Currado in great wrath ſaid, What 
the devil does the man talk of? Only one leg! Thou 
raſcal, doſt thou think I never ſaw a crane before? Chi- 
chibia fill perſiſted in his denial, ſaying, Believe me, Sir, i. 
is as I fay, and IT will convince you of it whenever you 
pleaſe, by ſuch fowls as are living. Currado was willing to 
have no more words out of regard to his friend, only he 
added, As thou undertakeſt to ſhew me a thing which 1 


never ſaw or heard before of, J am content to make proof 


thereof to morrow morning ; but I vow and proteſt, if I 
find it otherwiſe, I will make thee remember it the longeſt 
day thou haſt to live, Thus there was an end for that 
night, and the next morning Currado, whoſe paſſion would 


ſcarce ſuffer him to get any reſt, aroſe betimes, and ordered 


his horſes to be brought out, taking Chichibio along with 
him towards a river Where he uſed eatly in the morning to 
| ſee plenty of cranes ;+ and he ſaid, We ſhall ſoon fee 
| whether you ſpoke truth, or not, laſt night. Chichibio find- 

ing his maſter's wrath not at all abated, and that he was 
now to make good what he had aſſerted, nor yet knowing 
how to do it, rode on firſt with all the fear imaginable : 
Gladly would he have made his eſcape, but he ſaw no poſ- 
ſible means ; whilſt he was continually looking about him, 
expecting every thing that appeared. to be a crane with 
two feet. But being come near to the river, he chanced 
to ſee, before any body elſe, a number of cranes, each 
ſtanding upon one leg, as they uſe to do when they are 
Neeping ; whereupon, ſhewing them quickly to his mafter, 
he ſaid, Now, Sir, yourſelf may ſee that I ſpoke nothing 


but truth, when I ſaid that cranes have only one leg: 
Look at thoſe there, if you pleaſe. Currado beholding the 
cranes, replied, Yes ſirrah! but ſtay a while, and I will 
ſhew thee that they ha ve two. Then riding ſomething nearer 
8 | | to 
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to them, be ctied out, Shough ! ſhough ! which made 


them fet down the other foot, and after taking a ſtep or 3 


two they all flew away. When Currado turning to him, 
ſaid, Well, thou lying knave, art thou now convinced that 
they have two legs? Chichibio quite at his wits end, nor 
| knowing ſcarce what he faid hiniſelf, ſuddenly made an- 
1 ſwer, Yes, Sir; but you did not ſhout out to that crane 
Auſt night, as you have done to theſe now; had you called 
to it in the ſame manner, it would have put down the 
| bother leg, as theſe have now done. This pleaſed Currads 
ſo much, that, turning all wrath into mirth and laughter, 
he ſaid, Chichibio, thou ſay'ſt right, I ſhould have done fo 


| indeed. By this ſudden and comical anfwer Chichibio ef= 
| caped a ſound drubbing, and made peace with his maſs 
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HE ladies. were. 6D)" dived with Chickibie's 
reply, when Pamphilus, by the queen's — 

2 aid to this effect: As it — happens that fortune 
hides, under the meaneſt trades in life, the 
greateſt virtues, which was ſhewed before by 
Fun near ſo are the greateſt genius's found frequently 
lodged by nature in the maſt deſormed and -miſhapen, bo- 
dies, which was verified in two of our own citizens, as Lam 
DO: going to relate. For the one, who. was called Foreſe 

da Nabatta, being a little deformed mortal, with a flat 
Dutch face, worſe than any of the family of the Baranei, 
yet was be eſteemed by moſt men a repoſitory of the civil 
law. And the other, whoſe name was Giotto, had ſuch a 
prodigious fancy, that there was nothing in nature, the pa- 
rent of all things, but he could imitate it with his pencil 
fo well, and draw it fo like, as to deceive. our very ſenſes, 
imagining; that to be the very thing itſelf, which was only 
his painting. Wherefore -having brought that art again to ; 
light, which had lain buried for many ages, under the er- 
rors of ſuch as aimed more to captivate the eyes of the ig- 
norant, than to pleaſe the underſtandings of thoſe who 
were really judges ; he may be deſervedly called one of the 
lights and glories of our city, and the rather as being maſ- 
ter of his art, yet his modeſty would 'never ſuffer himſelf 
to be eſteemed ſo : Which honour, tho rejected by him, 
2 itſelf in him with the om luſtre, as it was ſo 


eagerly 
1 
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_ eagerly: uſurped by others leſs knowing than himſelf, and 
by many alſo who had all their knowledge from him. 
But tho' his exxellence in his profeſſion was ſo wonderful; 
yet as to his pefi n and aſpect he had no way the advan. 
Auge of Signor Foreſe. To come then to my ſtory. 
Theſe two worthies had each his country ſeat at Mugello 
and Foreſe being art thither in the vacation time, and rid- 
ing upon an unſightly ſterd, chanced to meet there with 
Giotto, who was no better equipt * himſelf, when they 
returned together to Florence, Travelling eaſily along, as 
they were able to go no faſter, they were overtaken by a 
great ſhower of rain, and forced to take ſhelter in a poor 
Man's houſe, who was well known to them both. And 
as there was no appearance of the Weather's clearing up, and 
each being deſirous of getting home that night, they bor- 
rowed two old ruſſet cloaks, and two ruſty hats, and they 
proceeded on their journey. After they had gotten a good 
part of their wiy thoroughly wet, and covered with dirt and 
mire,” which their two ſhuffling ſteeds had thrown. upon 
them, which would be no great advantage to a perſon's 
looks; it began to clear wp at laſt, and they who had 


- hitherto faid but little to each other, fell now tb diſcourſing 4 
together; whilſt Foreſe riding along, and liſtening to Giotto, ' 
who was excellent at telling of a ſtory, began at laſt to 1 
view him attentively from head to foot, and ſeeing Him in 
chat wretched dirty pickle, without having any regard to 8 
Himſelf, he fell a laughing, and ſaid, Do you ſuppoſe Giotto, N 
if a ſtranger was to meet with you now, and who had > 
never ſeen you before, that he would imagine you to be f 
the beſt painter in the world, as you really are? When 
he readily replied, Yes, Sir, I believe he might think fo, | 
if looking at you at the ſame time, he would ever conclude | 
that you had learned your A. B. C. At this Foreſe was k 
ſenſible of his miſtake, finding himſelf well pay'd in his own . 
coin. 2 „ ; 
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gentlemen that the: family F the Baronei 7s. tbe 

| 4 honourable of any in the world, and Wins 
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N phy, — the queen . «Dh ot "Flannery 
to follow, which ſhe did to this - purpoſe, —— 
(£9 The Baronei being mentioned by Pamphilus, 
tho perhaps. you may not know them ſo well 
as himſelf puts me in wy of a ſtory, wherein their great 
nobility is plainly fet forth, without deviating from: our;pr& = 
ſent ſubject, and therefore T chuſe to relate it. There lived 
not long ſince in our city a young gentleman called Michael 
Scalxa, who was one of the moſt. agreeable and pleaſant 
companions in the world; for which reafon his company 
was much courted by all the young: people of c Flrence, 
when ever they could be favoured with it. Now he was 
one day with ſome friends at Mont. Lghi, when this queſtion 
happened to be ſtarted, namely, Which was the noble and 
maoſt ancient family in Florence ? Accordingly. one named 
the Uberti, another the Lamberti, ſome preferring one, and 
ſonie another; according to their different humours and in- 
tereſts; upon which Scalza ſmiled, and ſaid; You are all 
 miſtakeir The moſt noble, as well as the moſt ancient 
family; I do not fay in . Florence only, but in the whole 
world is that of the Baronej 3, in this all philoſophers 47 
"= agre 
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| agreed, and every 1857 chat knows 2 a8 well as 2 : 


„ - 7 


| our N dt live! gen . Mer 's. "When the 


young (gentlemen, who expected he Sf have mentioned 
ſome other, heard this family named, they made the meereſt 
jeſt of it that could be, and ſaid, You impoſe any thing 


in the world upon us, as if no body knew the Barone: 


but yourſelf. . Indeed, quoth he, I do not, I ſpeak nothing 


but what is truth, and if there is any one among you that 
dares lay a wager of a ſupper for ſix of his friends upon 
that head, I will ſtand to it; nay more than that, I will be 


ſet down by the judgment of any perſon whom you ſhall - 


nominate. Hereupon a young ſpark called Neri Jannini, 
faid, I am your man. It was alſo agreed, that one Pietro, 
a Florentine, in whoſe houſe they were, ſhould: be judge. 


Accordingly the caſe was ſtated. to him, whilſt the whole | 


company bore hard upon Scalza, making themſelves very 
merry with his expected treat. Pietro then, who was a 
good ſenſible man, having heard Neri's ſtory, turned to 


Scala, and ſaid, Well, how do you make good your af- 


ſertion ? Scalza replied, I prove it by ſuch arguments, that 
not yourſelt: only, but even my antagoniſt ſhall confeſs to 


be juſt. Vou know that the more ancient any family may 


be, it is deemed the more noble; this was-agreed among 
us at the beginning. I have then only to ſhew, in order 
to gain my queſtion, that the Baronci family is the moſt 
ancient of all others. You muſt underſtand therefore that 


they were formed when nature was in its infancy, and be- 


fore ſhe was perfect at her work, and that the reſt of man- 
kind were all created afterwards. To convince you of 
this, do but examine the figures of one and the other, 
vou Will find art and proportion in the laſt, whereas the 
firſt are rough drawn and ĩmperfect: Among them you 
will ſee one with a long narrow face, another with a pro- 
digious broad one 3 one that is flat noſed, another with a 


noſe half an ell long; this has a long hook'd chin, that 


one eye bigger, and ſet lower down than the other. In a 
word, their faces reſemble for all the world what children 


make when they firſt learn to draw. Nature then, you 


will allow, was in its firſt and earlieſt ſtate when they 
were created, * they are the moſt ancient of all 


others, 
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others, and therefore the moſt noble. Both Pietro who 
was to determine, and Veri who had wagered the treat, ad 
the whole. company likewiſe, upon hearing of this pleafant 
argument, agreed, that Scalza was in the right, and that 
the Baronei were the nobleſt and moſt ancient people in the 
whole world.: Well therefore was it obſefved by Pamphi- 
lus, in deſcribing the uglinels and deformity of Signor 
Foreſe, that, if poſſible, he had a worſe perſon than any 
of the Bari. wt, 
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NOVEL VII. 


Madam Phili pa being ſurprized mich: her . 


hy ber husband, is accuſed and tried for it, when 
- 4 ſaved berſelf by ber quick reply, and bad the 
laws moderated for the —— 


* CA 2 Is argument to prove the nobility of 


the Barone: made them all very merry, when 


= 


chis manner: Tis a good thing, moſt worthy la- 
ng ', dies, to be able to ſpeak well, and to the pur- 
. but I hold it beſt of all to know how to do it 


need requires. As was the caſe of a lady of whom 


I am going to treat, who eſcaped an ignominious death 
the means, as you ſhall hear. In the territories of the 
town of Prato, i was formerly a moſt ſevere law, 


which, without any diſtinction, condemned all ſuch wo- 


men as were detected by their husbands of adultery, to be 
burnt. Whilſt this law was in force, it chanced, that a 


beautiful young lady named Philippa was ſurpriſed by her 


husband with her gallant, a young gentleman of the ſame 
city, in her own chamber. Rinalds de Puglieſi, for that 
was the husband's name, was ſo provoked at this, that he 


could ſcarce refrain from putting them both to death, _ | 


forebore it only out of regard to his own life ; but 
he reſolved, that the law ſhould effect what did not ſo pro- 
'perly belong to himſelf,” namely, the death of his wife. 
Wherefore having procured ſufficient teſtimony to prove 
the fact. he went and had her ſummoned before the court. 


The lady, who was of an undaunted ſpirit, reſolved to 
make ber appearance, contrary to the judgment of her 


friends, chuſing to die by a reſolute confefliſion of the truth, 
rather 


* 


the queen turned to Philaſtratus, who began in 
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rather than to live baſely in exile by making her eſcape, 
r. by denying it, to ſhew.. herſelf unworthy.. of that 
over with whom ſhe had this intrigue. Being brought 
then before the lord provoſt, attended by a great number 
of friends, and encouraged all the way to deny it, ſhe de- 
manded of him, with a fteady countenance, what he had 
to ſay to her. The proyoſt, ſeeing het genteel deportment 
and greatneſs of ſpirit, began to have great pity for her, 
fearing leſt ſhe ſhould confeſs ſomething or other, which 
would force him, for the fake of his honour, to condemn 
her, whilſt ſhe ceaſed not all the time to enquire the rea- 
fon of her being brought thither. When he ſaid to her, 
Madam, here is Rinaldo, your husband, who affirms, that 
he hath taken you in adultery, and inſiſts that I pronounce _ 
ſentence of death upon you, according to the law in that 
caſe; but this I cannot do unleſs you yourſelf confeſs it, 
therefore take care what anſwers you male: and tell me if 
this accuſation of his be true. The lady, without ſhewing - 
the leaſt concern, replied, My lord, it is true, I will never 
deny it; but you muſt know at the ſame time, that Jaws 


- qught to be univerſal, and made with the conſent of thofe . 


perſons whom they concern, Now in this law of yours it 


was quite otherwiſe ; for only we poor. women are bound 


by it, and yet not one of us ever conſented to, or were 

even conſulted about the making of it. I call it then a 
moſt iniquitous law, and if you are diſpoſed to take away 
my life for the breach of it, I have no way to do myſelf 
juſtice, but by proteſting in the face of this court, and be- 
fore the whole world, againſt the partiality of your proceed- 
ings. All the principal people of the city were preſent to 
hear this proceſs, who hearing her plead her own cauſe in 
that manner, cried out, That there was ſome "reaſon in 
what ſhe faid'; and before they broke up, the law, by the 
interpoſitian of the lord provoſt, was moderated fo far as 
to include only ſuch women who wronged their husbands 
for the lucre of money. Whereupon Rinaldo departed from 
the court confuſed at his difappointment, whilſt ſhe, ſaved 
- - were out of the fire, returned victorious to her own 
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Freſco adviſes his nitce,. that if ſhe could Hat: i 


to look at any di ſagrecable people, Py Aulus never 
behold berfelf. 


a eHILOSTRATUS: nov had pat ihe h- 


dies into ſame confuſion, as ſes 
el bluſhes, when the queen turn — Ang 
Enilia, and bid her begin; who ſtarting up, AS 
tho” ſhe had been raiſed out of her ſleep, ſpoke 
tao this effet: I have as fo long loſt in thou bt, that I 
ſhall Po phy. the queen, e a much ſhorter no- 
vel than I«ſhould have done probabl ly, had I more time ta 
recollect myſelf. This will be concerning the fegliſh af- 
fectation of à certain yaung lady, which was very wittily 
reproved by her uncle, if ſhe had had but ſenſe enough ta 
have 3 it. An honeſt man named Freſco da Celatico, 
had a niece called out of fondneſs G gca, 3. — for Franceſca, 
who tho” her perſan was not amiſs (ſhe was nane of your 
bright beauties indeed) yet ſhe thought ſo highly. r 
felf, that ſhe was Ea en —— fault both with men, "vl 
women, and in ſhort every 1115 that ſhe ſa w, e 
having the leaſt regard to herſelf all the time; for, by 
that means, ſhe became ſuch a diſagreeable, fretful and 
_ tireſome creature, that nothing was ever like her, and ſa 
| * 1 had \he bor n of the blood ropal 2 
ance ſhe cou n nd i 
— 2 along the = — — 7 1 «oy k 151 delle but 
toſs up her noſe all A way, as if every one that ſhe Ather 
ſaw or met was o to her. To. omit the reſt of her 
troubleſome ill cox . Ways, it chanced one day, that 
ſhe came home, pouting extremely with pride and affecta- 
_ 
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tion, and ſitting down by him, he ſaid to her, Ceſca, as 
this is an holiday, what is the reaſon that you come home 


ſo ſoon ? When ſhe, . with her airs, re- 


plied, I am returned ſo early, hecauſe I could not have be- 
lieved there had been ſuch a number of frightful people, 
both men and women, in the country, as I have met with 
to day; there was not ane” that I could like; nor can 
any woman have that averſion to diſagreeable people as 
myſelf: It is to avoid ſeeing them therefore that I am 
come fo ſoon. Freſco then, who could no longer brook 
all that filthy affectation, replied roughly to her, Niece, 

if diſagberabe perſons difpkaſe' you ſo much, and you are 
willing to be at tafe, be ſure you never look at yourſelf, 
She however (as empty as a pithleſs cane, tho' ſhe thought 
herſelf as wiſe as Solomon) underſtood her uncle's meaning na. 
more than à gooſe; but ſaid, the would view herſelf, as 
well as other people. Thus ſhe remained in het i e 
and for what I know continues. EI 8 
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Guido Cayalcanti genteely reprimands the folly of 
ſome Florentine * gentlemen, who came unawares 


HE. queen perceiving that Emilia had gone 
les) ber novel, and that only herſelf remained (ex- 
J cepting him whoſe privilege it was to Ae 
laſt) began as follows: 'Tho' you have robbed 


— 


1 me of two of my novels, one of which I de- 
ſigned ſhould have ſerved me to day ; yet have I one left 
behind ſtill, which contains ſomething in the concluſien, as 
pertinent perhaps as any thing that hath yet been ſpoken. 
Know then, that formerly many good cuſtoms prevailed 


in our city, none of which are now remaining, thanks be 


to avarice, the attendant of our growing wealth, which 


hath long diſcarded them. This, amongſt others, was 


one, that in diyerſe parts of the town the beſt families in 
the neighbourhood would meet together, and. compoſe a 
ſociety, conſiſting of a certain number of perſons, taking 
care always to admit only ſuch as were able to bear the expence 


of it: Every one entertained in his turn, at which time 


they would ſhew honour to diverſe gentlemen and ſtrangers 
upon their arrival in our city, and to many of the moſt 
worthy citizens, by inviting them to thoſe aſſemblies: 
Once a year alſo, at leaſt, they would be dreſſed all alike, 


and they often rode in proceſſion thro' the city, when 


they performed their tilts, and other martial exerciſes, eſ- 
pecially on the great feſtival days, or when the news of 
ſome great victory had reac city. Amongſt theſe 


ſocieties of gentlemen there was 6ne, of which Signor Berto 


Brunell:ſchi was the principal, who was deſirous always of 
procuring Guido Cavaleanti to be one of their body, and not 
Sithout reaſon; for beſides his being one of the beſt lo- 
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gicians in the world, as well as natural philoſopher, for 
which they had no great regard, he was a Moſt - genteel 
good. natured man, as well as an excellent companion, and 
no body knew what belonged to a gentleman better than 
biinſetf: "Beſides all this, he was very rich, and ready al- 
ways to reward merit wherever he found it. But Signor 
Botto was never able to draw him into their aſſembly, 
which they all attributed to his ſpeculative way. of life 5 
and becauſe he was ſaid to hold ſome of the Epicurean doc- 
trines, the vulgar uſed to report, that all this ſtudy of hig 
was only to learn whether there was a God or no. One 
day then he was paſſing from St. Michael's church, along 
by the Ademari to St. John's, which was his uſual walk 2 
Now the large marble tombs, ſuch as are now at St. Re- 
parata's, were then about the church, and he chanced 
to be amopgſt them, the church door being ſhut, when 
Betts and his company came riding thro? the ſquare, who 
getting ſight of him ſpurred up their horſes, and came 
up to him before he perceived them, whilſt one of them 
ſald, Guido, thou refuſeſt to be of our ſociety ; but when 


thou haſt found out that there is no God, what good ; 


will it have done thee ? He ſeeing himſelf ſurrounded, imme- 
diately replied, Gentlemen, you may uſe me as you pleaſe 

in your own territories ; and lay ying his hand upon one 
of the arches, he leapt nimbly over it, and ſo made his 
eſcape. They looked like people confounded. at each 
other, faying, that what he had ſpoken” was without any 
meaning ; for that they had no more to do there, than 
any other perſons, nor Guido leſs than themſelves Sig- 
nor Betts then turned to them, and faid, It is yourſelves, 
gentlemen, that are void of underſtanding; ; for he has 
very worthily, and in few words, faid the ſevereſt thing 
in the world to us, whether you underſtood it or not? 
Conſider then, theſe arches are the abodes of the dead; 
and which he calls our territories, to ſhew us that we, 
and all other people as ignorant and unlearned as our- 
ſelves, are, compared to him and other men of letters, 

worſe than dead men; and therefore ſo long as we are 
here, we may be ſaid to be upon our own dunghills, 
Whereupon they all underſtood what Guido meant to ſay, 
and were a good deal aſhamed, and from that time ſaid no- 
thing more ever to provoke him, eſteeming Signor Betto al- 


77 as a very * ſenſible gentleman, The 0 
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"them @ feather from the wing of the angel. Ga- 


briel, infead of which be finds only ſoms coals, 


* 


which be bels them are the fame that roafted 
St. Laurence. W 


o 


command, he enjoined filence to ſuch as were 
” commending Guide's deep reply, and thus be- 


gan: Though I boaſt it, ladies, as my privilege to relate 


what pleaſes me. moſt ; yet I intend not to day to depart 
from the ſubject, which you have all ſpoke ſo well upon; 
but follawing your footſteps, I ſhall ſhow with what a 
ſudden ſhift à certain frier of the order of St: Anthony, 
moſt axtfully ayoided the. diſgrace and confuſion, which 


twa arch young fellows had prepared for him: And if 
to make * ſtory more compleat, I ſpin it out a little 


in length, I hope it will not be diſagreeable, as the ſun is 
yet in the midſt of heaven. Certaldo, as you have all 
heard, is a village in the vale of Elſa, dependant on the 


» 


.of the. order of St, Anthany uſed to go once a year (as 


ag his name; for that country was famous for the beſt 


onions in all Tuſca. Now this frier had a little low | 
| petſon, Was red hair 9 and of à merry countenance, 71 
n * 1 


pie: Onion promiſes ſome ccentry:pecpls te few 


Reer T ER they bad all told their different ſtories, 
and Nroxeus perceived that only himſelf was 
ES left to ſpeak, without waiting for any regular 


flate.of Fhrence, which tho ſmall; was inhabited by many 
gentlemen. and people of ſubſtance. T hither a certain frier 


he found. pretty good pickings) to receive the contribu- 
tions of many ſimple people, and met with great encou- 
ragement always, perhaps not thro” any devotion ſo much 


{ 
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attful a knave too as any. in the world: Add te this, that 
tho he was no ſchalar yet was be ſa prampt and voluble 
of tangue, that ſuch as knew him not would nat only have. 
eſteemed him as ſome great oratar, hut have eampared 
him even to Tully ar Quntilian. Ne Was allo, a common. 
rofſip-acquaintance ta the whole neighbourhood, Coming 


* 


thither therefore in the month of August, according ta cub. 
tom, one Sunday morning, when all the honeſt people were 
met together in the church to hear maſs, as ſoon as he faw 
a fit opportunity he ſtept forwards, and ſaid, Gentlemen 
and ladies, you know it has been a commendable cuſ- 
tom with you ta ſend every year to the. poor brethren of 
our lord baron St. Anthony, both of your corn and other 
proviſions, ſame more, and, ſome leſs, according to your 
ſeveral abilities and deygtions, ta the end that our bleſſed . 
St. Anthony ſhauld be the more careful of your oxen, ſheep, - 
aſſes, ſwine, and other cattle, Moreover, you are accuſtom- 
ed to pay, ſuch Fwy as have their names regiſtered -in 
our fraternity, a lmall acknowlegment which we annualln 
receive, and for which purpaſe I am naw ſent by my; 
ſuperior, namely, aur lord abbot, to collect it. Where. 
fore, with the blefling of God, after nine o'clock, as ſoon. 
as you ſhall hear the bells ring, you may all come to. the. 
church-door, when 1 ſhall preach a ſermon qs uſual, and 
you ſhall all Riß the ereſs; and beſides this (as. I know y 
all to, be devated to our lord St, Aathany) I intend, as 2 
La. favour, to ſhew.you one of the feathers of the angel 
Gabriel, which he dropt at the annunciatian in the virgin a 
chamber; and having made this ſpeech he returned. to 
maſs, . Whilſt he was haranguing upon this ſubject, there 
were two arch fellows in the church, one named G:igvannt 
del Bragoniera, and the gather Biagio Pizzini, who after ther 
had laughed together at the: father's relicks, although they 
were bis friends and acquaintance, reſolved to play him a 
trick with regard to this feather ; and underſtanding that 
he was to. dine that day with a friend, as ſoon as. they 
thought he might be ſet down at table, they went to the, 
inn where he lodged, when Biagia was to keep his man in 
talk, whilſt Giavenni ranſacked his wallet ta ſteal this fra - 
ther, that they might ſee What he wauld then ſay to the 
people. Now the frier had a lad with ſo many different 
nick. names and. qualities, that the moſt fertile imagination 
was hardly able ta deſcribe them. Whilſt father Onion uſed 
i | 9 frequentix 
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frequently to jeſt and ſay, My rafcal "hath i in him nine qua- 
| lities, if any one of which belonged either to Solomon,” Arie 

totle, or Seneca, it would baffle and confound all their phi- 
lofophy and all their virtue. Fou may ſuppoſe then what 
ſort of creature he muſt be that 88 4 nine ſuch, without 


either philoſophy, or virtue to counterbalance. Being asked 


what thoſe nine qualities were, and Having pat them 1 into 3 


1 of rhime, he anſwered, 


 Pergetfulmſe, hi; i pada 
Filching, facing, and naſtineſs ; , 
Sutz, graceleſſneſs, and extrauagance, 


Beſides theſe, he hath alſo many others, and one in parti- 
cular I cannot help laughing at, namely, that he is for 


taking-a wife wherever he goes ; and having a great black 


greaſy beard, he is perſuaded that all women muſt fall in 
Jove with bim; or, ſhould they take no notice of him, he 


will be ſure to run after them. But yet he is a notable fel- 
low' to me in one reſpect, that if any body has a ſeeret to 
communicate, he will come in for his ſhare of it; and ſhould 


any one ask me a queſtion, he is ſo fearful that 1 ſhould not 
know how to make an anſwer, that he will be ſure to ſay, 
Ves, or No before me, juſt as he thinks moſt proper. But 
-T his fellow, frier Onion left 
at the inn, with a particular charge to ſee that no body 
meddled with any thing belonging to him, eſpecially his 
wallet, becauſe the holy relicks were contained therein. But 


to return to our ſtory. 


the man, whoſe inclinations ſtood more for the kitchen, as 


ſoon as his maſter was gone, went down thither, where he 
found a fat, dirty, ill-favoured kitchen- wench, when fall - 
ing into diſcourſe together, he ſate down by the fire-ſide, 
tho it was in Auguſt, whilſt ſhe was buſy i in cooking, and 
began to tell her he was a gentleman, and worth an incredible 
ſum of money, that he could do and ſay wonders, and 


(without conſidering that his own hat was all over greaſe 
and dirt; that his jacket was nothing but a thouſand dif- 


ferent patches'; ; that his breeches were torn throughout, and 


his ſhoes all to pieces) he talked as great as tho he had been 


ſome lord, ſaying, That he would buy her new cloaths, 
ſhe ſhould partake of 

his preſent poſſeſſions as well as future fortunes, with a 

Ke Gal more of that kind of * meer froth and wind. 


and take ber out of ſervice, and that 
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he two young fellows, finding him thus engaged; 
were very well ſatis ed, ſuppoſing half their work to be 
done; and leaving them together, they went up ſtairs into 
the frier's chamber, which was unlocked, when the fitſt 
thing they ſaw was the wallet: This they opened, and 
found a cabinet wrapped up in ſome foldings * 1 taffaty, 
in which was a parroquet's feather, which they ſuppoſed to 
be the ſame which he had promiſed to ſhew the people; and 
ſurely. at that time it was caſy enough to impoſe upon them | 
in that manner. The eaſtern luxury had not then reached 
Tuſcany, which hath ſince flowed: in; upon; us to the ruin of 
our country ; the ancient. ſimplicity ſtill prevailed ; nor was 
there a perſon, ſo far from ſeeing, that had ever heard of 
ſuch a thing as a patrot. Not a. little. pleaſed at meeting 
with this feather, they took it away, and that the. box ſhould- 
not be empty put ſome coals therein, which they ſaw lying 
in a corner of the chamber. and wrapping: it up again as he- 


fore, and making all ſafe they walked off, Waiting to fee 


how he would behave when he found the coals inſtead of 
the feather, The people that were at church being told 
that they were to ſee the angel's feather, . went home and 
acquainted all their neighbours, and the news run from one 
to another; ſo that the moment dinner was over they all 
crovwyded to the town, in ſuch manner that every part was 
full, waiting for the fight. , Accordingly frier Onion, having; 
eat a good dinner, and taken his nap after it, underſtanding 
now that there were great multitudes expecting him, ſent 
to the ſervant to come away with his wallet, and ring to 
church. The fellow, tho loth to leave his miſtreſs and 
the fire-ſide, did as he ordered him, and fell to. chiming; - 
the bells. As ſoon then as the people were all got together, 
the frier, not perceiving that any thing had been meddled, 
with, entered upon his diſcourſe, running over a thouſand: 
things proper to his purpoſe ; and being come to the ſhew- 
ing of the feather, he began with a ſolemn confeſſion, and 
lighting up two torches, and gently unwrapping the ſilken 
cover, having firſt pulled off his cap, he takes out the box, 
and ſaying ſome ſhort ejaculations to the praiſe and honour 
of the angel Gabriel, and of that relick, he opened it. 
When ſeeing it full of coals, he could not help ſecretly blam- 
ing himſelf for leaving ſuch a fellow in truſt, who, he ima- 
. Lined, had been impoſed upon by ſome body or other; ; but 
* without ſo much as changing colour, or n, 21 
= 
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rione, and fo to Sardiniu. But what need I mention td 
vou all theſe places? I coaſted ofi Mill till I paſſed the 
ſtraights of St. George into Thigfia, and then into Buſfa, 
which are countries much inhabited, and with great people. 
From thence into the land of Lying where I found thatly of 
our order, as well as of other religions, who avoid all 1a- 
dour and trouble for God's ſake, taking no care for other 


people's ſufferings, when their own intereſt is promoted 


thereby, and where they ſpend only uncoined money. 
Thence I went to the land of Abruzzi, Where the men and 
women go upon ſocks over the mountains, and make them 
garments of fwines guts, and whete they carried bread in their 
faves, and wine in ſatchells. Parting from thence T came 
to the mountains of Bacrhut, where the waters all fun 
down hill. Laſt of all T arrived in India Paftinaca, where 
I Wear to you by the habit I wear, that I faw ferpehts 
fly ; a thing incredible to ſuch às have never ſeen it: But 
T ſhould be loth to lie, and therefore as won as I departed 
thence I met Mafo del Saggio, a gteat merchant, whom 1 
found cracking nuts, and felling the ſhells by retail. Never- 
theleſs, not being able to find what I went to look for, and 


being to paſs from thence by water, I returned to the holy 


land, where in ſummer a loaf of cold bread is worth four 
pence, and the hot is given away for nothing. There I 
found the venerable father (blame me not I beſeech you) 
the patriarch of Fern/alem, who out of reyerence to my 
habit, and love to our lord baron St. Anthony would have 
me ſee all the holy relicks which he had in keeping, and 
which- were ſo many, that were I to recount them I 
ſhould never come to an end: But yet not to leave you al- 


together diſconſolate, I ſhall mention a few. Firſt then, he 


ſhewed me a finger of the Holy Ghoſt as whole and w_ . 
1 | | | | fi 
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ect 28 ever; next 4 lock of hair of that ſerapfin wick 
eared to St. Franttis, with the pairing of a nail of 4 
ribin, and a ib of the Verbum Uuro, faſtened to one 
of the © windows, fortie veſtiments of che holy Catholic 
faith, and a few of the rays of that ſtat hich appeared to 
the wiſe men; 2 vial alſo of St. — * Treat when be 
fought with the devil, the Fee Th of St . Lazarus, Atid 
many others. And becauſe him two of the plains 


of Men Morello in the vulgar dine and ſome chapters 4e ¼ 


Caprexio, which he had been long ſearching * he let 
me partake of his felicks. And firſt, he gave me 2 tooth 
'f the end Crux, and à lie bod Hild "with Bust ak 
the ſound of thoſe bells which hung in the temple of 8olb< 
mon, à feather alſo of the angel Gabriel, as J have told you, 
witk a wooden patten, which the good St. Gerrard da 2 
Magna uſed to wear in his travels, and which I have 921 
given to Gerrard di Bonfi at Plirence, who holds it in 
veneration. He farther gave me ſeme of the coals oft 
which our bleſſed martyr St. Laurence was broiled,” be) 
which I-devoutly received, and do now poſſels. *Fis true 
my ſuperior would not ſuffer me to mitke them public 
till he was aſſured that they wete genuine: Hut being new 
convinced of that by ſundry miracles, as well as by lets 
ters received from the patriarch, he hath given me leave to 
ſhew them, and which, for fear of truſting any one with 
them, I always catry with me. Indeed I have the angel 
feather for its better preſervation in a wooden box, and 1 
have St. Laurence's coals in another, and which are ſo kike 
each other that I have often miſtalzen them; and ſo it has 
happened now ; for inſtead of that with the feather, 1 
have brought the box which contains the coals, This 1 
would not have you call an error; no, Jam well affured 
it was God's particular will, now I call to mind that two 
days hence is the feaſt of St. Laurence. Wherefore it was 
ordered, that T ſhould ſhew you the moſt holy coals on 
which he was broiled, to kindle in your hearts that true de- 
votion which you ought to have towards him, and not the 
feather : Approach then my bleſſed children with reverence; 
and uncover your heads with all due devotion whilſt you 
behold them. But firſt I muſt acquaint you, that Wo- 
ever is marked with thefe coals with the ſign of the croſs, 
may live ſecure for one whole year, that no fire ſhall have 


any power over him. So ſinging an þymn to the praiſe of - 
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_ ferings than 5 intreatiog to be 8 EY them. Wb 
upon, taking the coals in his hand, be began to mark all 
their white mantles, fine jackets, and veils, with the largeſt 
eroſſes that could de made upon them, affirming, that what 
pros: conſumed of the coals. in this manner grew again in the 
| box, as he had frequently experienced. Thus having croſt 
all the people of Certaldo to his own great benefit, by this 
dexterous device, he laughed in his ſleeve at thoſe who had 
deſigned to have made a jeſt of him. Who being preſent 
at his diſcourſe, and hearing this ſudden ſhift of his, and 
| How he had ſet it off to the multitude, were ready to die with 
laughter. After the people then were all departed they 
went and told him, with all the pleaſure in the world, what 


they had done, and returned him his feather, which "ſerved 
him the following year to as good purpoſe as the coals had 


done that day. This novel afforded great mirth to the 
Whole company, and they laughed, heartily at the father, 
| his pilgrimage, and holy relicks. Whilſt the queen, .know- 
ing her reign to be at an end, takes the crown from off 

ber own head, and places it with a ſmile upon Dioneus, 
ſaying, Tis now time for you to prove what a task it is 
to govern women. Be king therefore; and rule i in ſuch a 

manner, that in the end we '> ſhal] have. reaſon to praiſe, you. 


ieneus accepting the crown, replied. merrily, I doubt not 


ut you may have often ſeen a better king among the 


cCheſs- men than I ſhall make; but yet if you will obey 


| me I will take care you fhall have plenty of that, with- 
out which no entertainment is ever thoroughly agreeable ; 


mean, that I will direct according to my own taſte and 


fancy. Calling then the maſter of the houſhold; he or- 
dered what ſhould be done during his own royalty, when he 
added, Ladies, we have had ſo many ſubjects already, 
| ſhewing the ſeveral devices and means of —— induſtry, 


that I am at a loſs what to give you, unleſs you will ac- | 


cept of the following, namely, concerning ſuch tricks and 


ſtratagems as women either out of love, or for their own 


ſecurity have put upon their husbands, whether they have 
been detected or not. This ſeemed not ſo decent to ſome 
of the ladies, and they deſired him to change it. Whilſt 

he replied, Ladies, I know as well you do what the _ 


1 
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is, and all that you can alledge will have no weight With 
me to make me alter it, conſidering that the ſeaſon now 
is ſuch, that provided we have regard to our actions, any 
diſcourſe for a little amuſement is allowable. Know you 
not, that thro* the malignity of the times the judges have 
now left their tribunals, the laws both divine and human 
are ſilent, and every one has leave to do what he thinks ne- 
cCeſſary for his own preſervation? Therefore if we take a 
little more liberty than ordinary in our diſcourſe, with no 
bad intention, but only to paſs away our time in an in- 
nocent inoffenſive manner; I ſee no room for reflection. 
Beſides, from the very firſt day of our meeting, we have 
kept always within the bounds of decency, and fo I hope 
we ſhall continue to do. Who is there alſo that is unac- 
quainted with your modeſty and virtue? which, fo far from 
being ſhaken by any light diſcourſe, would be proof even 
againſt the terrors of death, And to tell you the truth, 
whoever ſhould ſee you averſe to ſuch little diverſions might 
ſuſpect that your characters were not ſo clear as they ſhould 
be, and that you refuſed to join in them for that reaſon. 
Not to mention the little honour you do me, in firſt chuſing 
me your king, and then refuſing to obey my commands. 
Away then with this ſuſpicion, more befitting baſe and 
wicked diſpoſitions than ſuch as yours; and without more 
to do let every one think of ſome pleaſant ſtory. Upon 
this they agreed that it ſhould be as the king deſired; and 
he then gave them leave to depart till ſupper-time. The 
ſun was yet a good height, as the novels bad been but ſhort ; 
wherefore whilſt Dioneus, with the other gentlemen, were 
fate down to play at tables, Eliza called the other ladies 
apart, and ſaid, Ever ſince we have been here have I de- 
fired to ſhew you to a place not far off, where I believe 
none of you ever was, and which is called the Ladies _— ; 
nor have I had an opportunity before to day of doing it ; 
it is yet ſome hours till night, if you would chuſe then to 90 
thither, I dare ſay you will be pleaſed with your walk. The 
ladies anſwered, That they were all willing, and without 
ſaying a word to the gentlemen, they called one of their 
women to attend them, and after a walk of near a mile 
they came to the Ladies valley, which they entered by a 
ſttaight path, from whence there iſſued forth a fine cryſtal | 
current, and they found it ſo extremely beautiful and pla- 

| ſant, eſpecially at that ſultry ſeaſon, that nothing could ex- 
| Aa ceed 
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ceed it. And, as ſome of them told me aſterwards, the plain 


in the valley was as exact a circle as if it had been deſcribed 
by a pair of compaſſes, tho' it ſeemed rather the work of 
nature than art, and was about half a mile in circumfe- 
rence, ſurrounded with ſix mountains of a moderate height, 
on each of which was a palace built in form of a little 
caſtle. The deſcents from theſe mountains were as regular 


as we ſee in a theatre, when the circle of each landing 


grows gradually leſs and leſs, till it comes to the bottom. 
Whilſt that part that looks towards the ſouth was planted as 
thick as they could ſtand together, with vines, olives, almonds, 
cherries, figs, and moſt other kinds of fruit trees; and on 
the northern fide were fine plantations of oaks, aſhes, &c, 
ſo tall and regular, that nothing could be more beautiful. 


The vale, which had only that one entrance, was full of 


firs, cypreſs- trees, laurels, and pines, all placed in ſuch or- 
der, as tho” it had been done by the direction of ſome exquĩ · 
ſite artiſt, and thro which little or no ſun could penetrate 
to the ground, which was covered with a thouſand dif- 
ferent flowers. But what gave no leſs delight than any of 
the reſt, was a rivulet that came thro a valley, which di- 
vided two of the mountains, and running thro? the vein of a 
rock, made a moſt agreeable murmur with its fall, ap- 
pearing, as it was daſhed and ſprinkled into drops, like ſo 
much quickſilver; and which arriving in the plain beneath 
was there received in a fine canal, and running ſwiftly to 
the middle of the plain formed a baſon not deeper than the 
breaſt of a man, and which ſhewed its clear gravelly bot- 
tom, with pebbles intermixed, ſo that any one might ſee 
and count them. The fiſhes alſo appeared ſwimming up 
and down in great plenty, which made it wonderfully 
pleaſant ; whilſt the water that overflowed was received 
in another little canal, which conveyed it out of the val- 
ley. Hither the ladies all came together, and after much 
commending of the place, and ſeeing the baſon before them, 
and that it was very private, they agreed to bathe, Order- 
ing therefore their maid to keep watch, and to let them 
know if any body was coming, they ripe and went into 
it, and which covered their delicate bodies in like manner, 


as a roſe is concealed in a cryſtal glaſs. After they had 


diverted themſelves there for ſome time with bathing, they 

cloathed themſelves again, and returned by an eaſy pace, 

e e all the way the wonderful beauty of the Pn. 
n 
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And being gotten to the palace they found the gentlemen at 
play where they left them, When Pampinea ſaid merrily to 
them, We have put the trick upon you to day. What, 
ſays Dioneus, do you begin to act before you ſpeak ? No, 
Sir, quoth 'Pampinea. And ſhe told them where they had 
been, what ſort of a place it was, how far it was off, and 
what they had been doing. The king upon her report, be- 
ing very deſirous of ſeeing it, ordered ſupper to be ſerved in 
out of hand, which was no ſooner ended, but the gentlemen 
and their ſervants all went to this valley, and having viewed 
every part, as they were never there before, they agreed that 
nothing in the world ever came up to it. They bathed there- 
fore, and made what haſte they could back, as it grew late, 
when they found the ladies dancing to a ſong of Flammetta's, 
which being ended, they all fell to praiſing of this valley. 
The king then called for the maſter of the houſhold, and 
gave orders that dinner ſhould be gotten there on the mor- 
row, and beds carried for ſuch as would chuſè to reſt dur- 
ing the heat of the day, When this was over he ordered 
in candles, wine and ſweet-meats, and having refreſhed 
themſelves, he bid them now prepare for a dance. And 
Pamphilus by his appointment having made a beginning, 
his majeſty turned to Eliza, and faid pleaſantly to her, 
Fair lady, you did me. the honour of conferring upon me 
a crown yeſterday ; in return, I fix now upon you for 
a ſong: Let it be ſuch a one as is moſt agreeable to your- 
ſelf. She ſmiled, and faid, With all her heart. Accord- 
ingly ſhe begun, with a muſical voice, the following 
. 
Cnogus. 


1 always would be free. 


From early yolth T choſe 
Thy ſervice as @ feet repoſe, _ 
And all my paw'r. to thee conſign'd 3 
But fee at loft, OY 
Thou cruel tyrant, and unkind, 
Hla/t bound me in thy fetters faſt. 
O lhe, &c. 
Aha | Aa2 


( 
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languiſb and complain, CATS api — 
Nor fighs, nor tears can mes © © 

His heart to love. i ee 
O bo, mw. 5 
oy? - 


The winds, with inauſpicious breeze, 
Waft my unbeeded pray'rs away, 
ut hourly I decay ;, © | 
Yet neither life, nor death can pleaſe. 
Then yield, in pity to my woe, 
That he thy bondage too may know. 
O love, Ce <>; 


— 
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$ 4 5 Cupid, 7 humbly ask of as, 


Or grant me this, or ſet me free; 

| This Favour if thou wilt beſtow, | 

* My youthful bloom ly, ac 
1 T ſhall reſume, | 8 
And on my Face again the roſe ond my 2 


COR 8. 


O Jas; could I eſeape from thee, 
1 always would be free. 


a 


Eliza . her ſong with a moſt piteous ſigh, and 
all of them wondered what the words ſhould mean; but 
the king, being in a good temper, called for Enn and 


E E 2e. e 2 


bid him bring out his bag- pipe, to which they danced ſe- 1 
veral dances: Till a good part of the night being ſpent in t 
that manner, ney” oe over, and. went to bed. : 
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The SEVENTH DAY 


Of the Decameron, or Ten Days Entertainment 
N 


HER E was now not a ſtar to he ſeen in the eaſt, 
% 7 5Y but that alone which we call bright Lucifer, 
wich yet ſhone gloriouſly in the dawning day; 
7? ies when the maſter of the houſhold aroſe, and 
went with the neceſſary proviſions to the Ladies 
valley, to have every thing ready there, according to the 
king's command. Who being awoke by the noiſe of the 
carriages, aroſe ſoon afterwards, and had all the company 
called: When they began their mareh juſt as the ſun was 
appearing above the earth; nor did the nightingales and 
other birds ever ſeem to ſing with ſuch exquiſite Harmony 5 
as on, that morning. Being uſhered on the way by that | 
muſick, they came to the Ladies valley, where being ſalut- 
ed by choirs of many others, it appeared to them as if all 
the birds in the valley joined in concert to rej-ice. at their 
arrival, When viewing it all over again, it ſeemed much 
more delightful now than the day before; as the gazety of 
the morning, was more conformable to that beautiful appear- 
ance, After a repaſt of wine and ſweet-meats, not to be 
behind-hand with the birds, they began to ſing, whilſt the 
valley all around echo'd back the very ſame ſongs ; and the 
birds, unwilling to be out-done, replied in new and raviſh- 
ing notes. At the uſual hour the table was. ſpread under 
the ſhade of the trees by the ſide of that beautiful lake, 
whilſt the whole time of dining were they amuſing them- 
ſelves by obſerving the fiſhes ſwimming before them, and 
which afforded various matter for diſcourſe, When the 
tables were removed, they fell again to ſinging as merrily as 
before, Whilſt beds being prepared in different parts of the 
wor J 
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valley, made cloſe like pavilions, the king gave leave for 
ſuch as deſired it to go to ſleep, and the reſt had liberty ta 


amuſe. themſclves. in the mean time as uſual. _ At the ap- 
pointed time they met by the baſon ſide near where they 
had dined, and ſitting down upon carpets, which were 


ſpread there for he the king bid Emilia begin, which 
the did, a thus: 


NOV E I. L 


John of Lorrain hears a knocking at bis dior, and be | 
wakes bis wife, who makes him believe it is a ſpi- 


it, and they bath go to conjure it away with à cer- 
Fain proyer, after which tbe * _ 


J Q fach a fine — is ; than rnyfelf ; 

SY ſince it is your pleaſure that T ſhould be the firſt, 
III I am ready to comply: I purpoſe therefore to 
Ty relate what may be of uſe to you for the time 
to come; for if other ladies are as timorous with regard to 
ſpirits as I am (altho I know nothing certain about them, 
nor have I met with any body yet that does) they will here 
learn a good and effectual prayer to drive them away. 
There dwelt formerly at Florence in the ſtreet of St. Bran- 
canis, a certain woolcomber called Fohn of Lorrain, one 
more fortunate in his trade than wiſe in other reſſ ; for 
being an eaſy fort of man, he was frequently choſe a he- 
tor of the fingers in. new St. Mary's church, when they 
had their meetings at his houſe, and other little favours they 
ſhewed him, which he valued himſelf much upon. This 


was becauſe he gave conſiderable alms to the brethren there, 


and in return for ſhoes, hoods, and cloaks, which they 
were daily getting from him, they preſented him with the 
Pater Nefter in the vulgar tongue, the ſong of St. Alexis, 
the lamentation of St. Bernard, the hymn of lady Matilda, 
with more ſuch ſort of. ware, which he ſet a great value up- 
be ane kept — for his fouP's health and 1 2 

OW 
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Now he had a good handſome wife called Ta, the 
daughter of Mannuccio della Cuculia, an artful ſenſible wo- 
man, who khowing the ſimplicity of her husband, and be- 
ing in love with Frederigo di Neri, an agreeable young man, 
ſhe contrived with her maid: that he ſhould come to ſee her 
at a country houſe, which Jobn had at a place called Ca- 
merata, where {he uſed to paſs the ſummer, when John 
would come ſomefimes thither to ſup, and ſtay all night, 
and return in the morning to his prayers and his ſhop. Ac- 
cordingly Frederigo came and ſpent that night with her, 
when it was agreed between them, not to have always the 
trouble of ſending for him, that as often as he went back- 
wards and forwards, he ſhould have regard to a vineyard, 
which was by the ſide of the houſe, where he would fee an 
aſs's skull fixed upon one of the poles there, and when the 
ſnout of that was turned towards Florence he might ſafely 
come, and if the door was ſhut, upon knocking three times, 
ſhe would open it to let him in; but if it was turned to- 
wards Hieſole, he ſhould then depart, for he might be aſ- 
ſured her husband was with her at that time. By this con- 
trivance they had frequent meetings. But one night it hap- 
pened, that, expecting Frederigo to ſup with her, ſhe had 


provided a couple of fowls, when her husband chanced to 


come in late, at which ſhe was greatly concerned, and they 
fate down together to a little bacon which ſhe had boiled 
by itſelf, whilft ſhe ordered the maid to carry in a clean 
napkin the fowls, with ſome eggs for ſauce, and a bottle of 
wine into the garden (to which there was a way without 
going thro* the houſe, and where ſhe and her lover uſed 
frequently to meet) and to lay them under a certain peach-tree 
adjoining to the fields. And her hurry was ſo great, that 
ſhe forgot to bid the maid wait till Frederigo came, to tell 
him that her maſter was then at home, and that he ſhould 
take thoſe things away with him. Wherefore John and 
ſhe being gone to bod hog, and the maid likewiſe, it 
was not long before Frederigo came, and tapt gently at the 
door; which was ſo near to their chamber, that ohn im- 
mediately heard it, as did his wife, who, to prevent any 
ſuſpicion from him, pretended to be aſleep. Preſently he 
' knocked a ſecond time, at which John was ſurpriſed, and 
began to jog her, ſaying, Do not you hear, ſomebody 
knocks at 'our door ? She, who heard it better than him- 
ſelf, pretended to wake out of her ſleep, and faid, 9 ; 


ment. Now ſome W tell 1 ſtory ee, and af- 
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the matter? I tell you, quoth he, that I thought ſomebody 


was at our door. At our door? ſhe replied ; alas! do not 1 


you know what that is? It is a ſpirit, which hath terrified 
me fo for ſeveral nights paſt, that I have covered myſelf in 


bed, and not dared to look about me again till it was broad 


day-light. Go, quoth John, why ſhould you be afraid if 


it is ſo? For before we went to bed I ſaid the Te lucis, and © 


the Intemerata, with diverſe other good prayers, and I ſigned 
all the bed poſts with the croſs, that it can have no power 
over us. The lady now, to prevent Frederigg's taking any 
offence at her, — it beſt te ariſe, and let him under- 
ſtand, by ſome. means or other, that John was there, where - 
fore ſhe ſaid to her husband, What you have done may 
have ſecured yourlelf ; but for my part I ſhall not think my- 
{elf ſo, unleſs. we conjure it down now you are here. Con- 
jure it down! quoth John, how is that to be done? Oh, 
quoth ſhe, I know how to do it; for the other day when 4 
went to Figſole for a pardon, one of thoſe recluſes, a moſt 
religious lady, ſeeing me afraid, taught me a certain prayer, 
which, ſhe aſſured me, ſhe had often tried to good purpoſe 
before ſhe was a nun. Alas! I could never have the bold- 
neſs to make uſe of it alone; but as you are now with me, 
we will go together, and repeat it. John declared that he 
was willing, and ſo they went ſoftly to the door, whilſt 
Frederigo began to be uneaſy at his waiting there ſo long. 
When ſhe ſaid to Fohn, You muſt take care to ſpit when : 
bid you. I will, he replied, She then began her charm, 
and faid, Spirit, ſpirit, as you came, the ſame way. you 
* may go; but look in the garden, and you will find two 
< . fowls, ſome eggs, and a bottle of wine; drink of the wine, 


* and go away, nor hurt me or my husband. And having 


done this, ſhe ſaid to her husband, Spit Toba. According- 
ly John ſpit, Whilſt Frederaghy who was without, and 
heard this, was rouzed from his jealouſy, and with all his 
diſappointment had much ado to keep from laughing out, 
ſaying to himſelf, I wiſh you had ſpit out your teeth. She 
repeated it three times, and then they went to bed. Fre- 


derigo, who depended upon ſupping with her, and was 


faſting, hearing this charm! went to the pęach- tree, and 
found the capons, wine, and eggs, and carried them home, 
when he made a good ſupper ; and being with her ſome 
time after, they were very merry concerning this enchant- 


firm, 
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firm, that the aſs's head was turned towards Fieſale ; but a 
labourer in the vineyard gave it a turn by chance with his 
ſick, and ſo ſet it the wrong way, which occaſioned Fre- 


derigo's coming at that time ; whilſt mne made uſe of the 


lowing words, Spirit, ſpirit, go away in God's name; 
« it was not I, but ſomebody elſe that turned the aſs's head. 
Plague on him, whoever it was; but Iam here with my 
husband: and that he went away without his ſupper. But 
a certain old lady, a neighbour of mine, told me, That 
both ſfories were true, as ſhe had heard when ſhe was a child, 
and that the latter did not happen to Jahn of Lorrain, but 

to one 75 * di Nello, juſt ſuch another ſimpleton as 
Fohn of Lorrain. Then pray, ladies, take which charm you 
lle beſt: Both be bein bo e en bade in theſe he 
of caſes, as you have heard : Try them, and they may be 


a uſeful to yourſelves... 


6» 0 
5 7 
* 


— KL val : 
45 x 1 


4 A 
* 3 «5.0 
WS 
> 
oP 
* 
1 
} 


. ⁰ WH 0, THO 


C 


ha, | : a ww Sw » 3 a „ * 8 | * 5 
105 AQUGIHTHES ACS Ae 


* 


2 i * TY wk TY #3? 1 f —— I Of; #*x 7 ' | — 1 * 7 9 4 
g „ in ” > AV" 914 n : 7 HET. SHV Laa 3 | % 7 38115 i! 


7 1 . "4 : 7 . ; vw; 4 *> * * et : 2 1920 7 ” a < & * ” 
BHTOH SY AIOK2- YO 1327 v 
* >" * \ =” OE - 
: 1 
i 


* 1 1 . ; ' : 
an . 31.3%; 0t}--13 3 
k £ * * . ” * ig dy * 7 & * ” * * = 


WEL! e err Þ 4 * 71 yay f 
* * — 3 — 
i #1 ef o » , 

LET] * eee I 4. ect 4 $4 x . 
l. % 4 #4 3.5S & EEE SS 17 be 1 5 ha, 13 1 : * ; 

E * * - N . 4 - 
r I. 1 33 + - * „ * 4 * 1 8 * * \ „ . * 4 £1 8 
2 144 AI "OP l 7 5 #3 : R * ; 

bj * - 2 29 * * ** 5 a a _ * * / "4X x * . > T* P, - 5 * 

* * N : —* . 8 / : * 4.4 OS. « fo #5 Þ © 8 ke 2 1 

3 I , * : s 
=$ 24 e * \ þ 4 # . rh > FW 1 9 | rte , © 2s iu a+ © „ - 
& 9 = 4 8288 wed 2 3 1 irn i 13 13 ie EY bs 7 j 

4 1 * 

1 4 * % m4 a * 1 | r F 4 1 : P © ; 
3 © + *« — 4444 ” %.” 


— \ 
r 21 
4 F + WARES 1 £ 


4 Co f . a , ; —_ Pg 
$ +> 48 -$ 3s » 7 LS LESS | 1 $4 &k 
* 


umme d 
_- - o F % > # oe — = * E C 4 # 2 4 4 
, 
* * 
. * - 5 112 - ay 4 * 5 1 * #2» & ; . 
n 4 : 2 16 7 
S# 4 1 - 4 + duff} +F#%s Gt 4g 2 . #% 3 * J. * 3 & 4 3 
. p * 
5 « 8 7 % . 228 * PR I * 1 E 5 0 
; 4 + „ 444 234 1 if * . 5 — 44 . 5 
- * — . , ” ? $ | 1 2 


9 | *F 8 * ty £7 f2 


Peronella puts ber gallant into a tub on ber busband's 
coming home, which tub the husband had ſald ; 
whilſt ſhe tells him, that ſbe had alſo ſold it to a 
perſon who was then in it to ſee if it was ſound. 
Whereupon the man jumpt out of it, mage the buſ- 
band clean it for him, and carried it home. 


I. Its novel was heard with a great deal 
of mirth, and the charm eſteemed a very good 
one, when the king ordered Phile/tratus to fol- 

low, which he did in this manner: My dear 

ladies, the tricks which are put upon you by us 


men, and eſpecially your husbands, are ſs many, that if ever 
it happens that a woman does the like you ſhould not only 


be.pleaſed to hear of it, but you yourſelves ſhould ſpread it 
every Where, to let the men underſtand, that if they are 
wiſe, you are ſo too. This muſt have a good effect, for 


when it is known that people are forewarned, nobody 


would go about ſo ſoon to deceive them. Who ſees not 


then that this day's difcourſe, being noiſed among the men, 
ney not be a reftraint upon them in that reſpect, when 
they come to find that you know how to ſerve them .in 


the ſame way? I ſhall tell you therefore what a woman, 


though but of mean rank, did to her husband in a mo- 
ment, as it were, for her own ſafety. Twas not ng 
| 2 ; ince 
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fince that a poor man at Naples married a young handſome 
wife, named Peronella, whilft he being a maſon, and” ſhe 
ſpinning every day, they made a tolerable ſhift to get bread. 
Now it happened, that a young man in the neighbourhood 
took a liking to her, and making a diſcovery of his incli- 
nations, it was at length agreed between them, that, as the 
husband was to go out every morning to his work, he 
ſhould watch that opportunity to come to her, which ac- 
cordingly he did more than once. But one morning amongſt 
the reſt the honeſt man being gone abroad, and Gianello 
Strignaria, for that was the gallant's name, viſiting her as 
uſual, in a little time the husband returned, tho' he had 
not uſed to come home till night, and finding the door 
bolted on the inſide, he knocked, and then faid to himſelf, 
Thank God, tho T am poor, I have an honeſt and a care- 
ful wife ; for no ſooner am I gone out, but ſhe makes all 
faſt, that no body ſhould come in my abſence to do us an 
injury. Peronella, who knew it was her husband by his 
manner of knocking, faid, Alas! Granello, I am a dead 
woman, my husband is returned, I cannot imagine for what 
reaſon, unleſs it was that he faw you come in; but for 
God's ſake, be it as it will, go you into that tub, whilſt 
I open the door, and we ſhall then fee what this ſudden 
return of his means. Accordingly he ſtept into it, whilſt 

the let her husband into the houſe; and putting on an angry 
look, ſhe faid, Pray what new fancy is this, your coming 
home fo early to day? As far as I can find, you are diſpoſed 
to do no more work, that you have now got your tools 
with you. And what are we to live upon in the mean 
time ? Do you think I will ſuffer you to pawn my gown, 
and what few cloaths T have? I do nothing but ſpin night 
and day, till I have worn my fingers to the very ſtumps, 
and all will ſcarce find us oil to our lamp. Husband, huf- 
band, there is not a neighbour we have but what wonders and 
makes a jeſt of me for all the labour I undergo, and yet you 
return here, with your hands in your pockets, when you 
ought to be at work, Wretch, that I am, in an ill hour 
was I born, and worſe, that Thappened to meet with you! 
I could have had a young Man that would have maintained me 
well, and I refuſed him for this creature here, who knows not 
| how to value a good wife. Other women have a good 
time with their gallants; nay fame have two or three, = 

| make 


<4 
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eden one bit off with my e and therefore 5 
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make their husbands believe the moon is made of green 
cheeſe; and becauſe. I am virtuous, and have no regard for 


ſuch ptactices, for that reaſon I am uſed the worſe ;; I ſee 


n cauſe why. IL ſhould not have my gallants. as well as they. 


1 would have you know, that I have had offers of money 
and other things from a great number of young gentlemen, 
but nothing of that kind could ſeduce me: No, I was, ne ver 
the daughter of ſuch a mother, and yet you will come 
home when you ought to be at work. The husband then 
replied, My dear, do not make yourſelf uneaſy, I am no 
ſtranger to your merit, and have had farther proof of it this 
morning: I did go out to Work indeed; but neither of us 
then knew that it was the feaſt of St. Galcane, which. is to 
be kept as holy, and for that reaſon am I returned : 
Nevertheleſs: I have. found means that we fhall haye bread 
for a month, for I have fold the tub, which you know has 
deen long in our way, to this man, whom I have brought 
with me, for five ſhillings. This is ſo much the worſe, 
anſwered ſhe; you that go up and down, and ſhould know 
things better, to ſell a thing for five ſhillings, which. I, a 
poor ignorant woman, that keeps always within doors, con- 


fidering the room it took up in our houſe, have now ſold ta 


an honeſt man for fix, and who had juſt; got into it, as you 
came to the door to ſe if it was. ſound. . When the huſ- 
band heard this he was over and above rejoiced, and ſaid 
to the man that he had brought, Friend, you may go 
about your buſineſs, you hear it is fold; for ſix, whereas 
you was to have given no more than five. Mith all my 


| heart, ſaid the honeſt; man, and away he went, Bur, 


quoth Peronella to her husband, as you are, now here, even 
agree it with the man yourſelf, Gianello, who was liſten- 
ing at what paſt between them, hearing theſe words comes 
out of the tub, and, as if he knew nothing of the huſ- 
band all the time, 1 Where is the good woman? The 
husband ſtepping forwards replied, Here I am: what do 

want? Who are you, anſwered Gzanell, J want the 
woman who ſold me the tub. You may make the. bar- 
gin with me, quoth the honeſt man, for I am her huſ- 


dand. Then, ſays Gianello, the tub appears to be ſound; 


but it ſeems as if you had kept ſomething of dregs in it, 
for it is ſo cruſted over all in the inſide, that I cannot 


wi 


— 
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will not have it till it is made clean. Peronella 


_ it for you. The husband ſaid, With all his heart 3 
and layinge down his iron tools, and frripping. into his ſhirt, 
"ke got a ſcraper, and going into it with a candle he fell to 
ſcraping of it: And whilſt he was thus buſied, ſhe often 
calling out to him to ſcrape it well, they, took care to 
employ their time in a different manner, At length, when 
the husband came_out of the tub, ſhe ſaid to Gianells, 


Here, honeſt man; take the candle, and ſee if it is to your 


liking. He peept into it, and ſaid it was; gave them the fix 
OPER and bach it carried to * 0 own baile, E 
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replied, 
This ſhall never break the bargain, my husband will ſoon 


} 
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Father Rinaldo bas an affatr anſed: a lady in n 
neighbourhood, when he makes the — Believe 


that be is upon @ charm to cure their child of the 
worms, © | 


EG HILOS FR ATUS did not 8 ſo covertly 


VO 


p at laſt, but the ladies took his meaning, tho they 
(| ſeemed to laugh at ſomething elſe, when Eliza 


was now ordered to ſpeak, which ſhe did as fol- 


lows:. Emlia's — down the ſpirit brings 

to my mind another conjuring which tho? it may not 
ual to hers, yet as I can fre ge no other I ſhall re- 
late it. There lived at Suma a genteel young man, and of 
a good family, ealled Rinaldo, who lad BE paid his court 
to a beautifu lady in the od, wife to a certain 
rich man, tho* hitherts without effect. At length, what- 
ever was the reaſon, he turned frier, and (whether that kind 


F 


of life was to his liking or not) was then to perſevere in it. 


Tho? for a time therefore he had laid aſide his regard for 
the lady, and other little vanities, yet &er long he was the 
ſame perſon again, affecting an extraordinary neatneſs in his 
dreſs, and making ballads and love-ſongs, whilſt he moe 
conſtantly at balls and all other diverſions of that fort. 


why am I fo particular with this frier? Are not th ey all 
of the ſame ſtamp? Alas! to the ſcandal of a diſſolute 


world, they are not aſhamed to appear plump and ruddy, 
with their garments fine and delicate, whilſt they walk a- 
long the ſtreets, not like doves, fo much as high-creſted 
cocks: And what is worſe (not to mention their cham- 


bers being filled with pots of rich conſerves, perfumes, and 
other oy compolitions, with bottles of fine diſtilled wa- 


ters 
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the moment almoſt this was done the husband came, and 
called to bid her open it. At this ſhe was frighted to death, 
and fad, What ſhall I de, my husband is here, and will 
now find out the cauſe of our acquaintance. The frier had 
got his cloak and hood off, when he replied, Had I but my 
cloaths on we would find an excuſe; but if you open the 
door, and he finds me in this manner, we ſhall both be 
ruined. Then, anſwered ſne, put on your cloaths inſtant- 
ly, and when you have done take our child in your arms, 
and attend to what I ſhall ſay, to make your words agree 
with mine, and leave the reſt to me. When ſhe called to 
her husband, who continued knocking at the door, and 
. faid, I am coming. Accordingly ſhe went to let him in, 
and putting on a chearful countenance, ſhe faid, Husband, 
it was the greateſt blefling in the world that father Rinaldo 
happened to be here to day, for otherwiſe we had certainly 
loſt our child. The husband was ready to faint away, and 
| enquired how it had happened? O husband, quoth ſhe, it 
had a fit, and I knew not what to do, when the frier 
luckily came in, and taking the child in his arms, - _ 
SH | adam 


* he * ö D 9 rr ** 
enn tags 7 
/ 2 x 
ww 


l SY 
* q 
* = 
© 
7 


3686 Th SEVENTH DAN. Noves mt; 


e older loi eats Eo 
Madam, it is owing to worms which lie at his heart, and 


would ſoon kill him; but be not afraid; I wil charm and 


deſtroy them all, ſo that beſore I leave him he Hall be as 
well as ever. Now as we wanted you to ſay ſome prayers, 
and the maid did not know where to find you; he ſent 
his friend to the top of the houſe to 
whilſt we ſhut ourſelves up in this chamber, as nobody 
could be preſent at ſuch a myſtery beſides the mother, and he 
has the child now in his arms, and only waits till his friend 
bas made an end to conclude the whole proceſs, for the 


child is come to himſelf already. The honeſt man, "who 


out of his great love for his child, was far from ſuſpecting 
fuch a trick, fetched a great figh, and ſaid, I will go and 
fre him. By no means, ſhe replied; for that will ſpoil the 


whole thing; but ſtay, I will ſee firſt if you may be admit- 


ted, and then call you. The frier, who heard the contri- 


vance, was now dreſſed, and having the child in his arms, 


and every thing in readineſs, he called out, Madam, is not 
that your husband? Ves, anfwered he, T am here. Then 
come hither, quoth he, and behold your fon, whom I thought 
you would never have ſeen alive more. Take him, and in 


return make a ſtatue of wax of the ſame bigneſs to the ho- 
nour of St. Ambroſe, thro whoſe merits you have received 


this extraordinary favour. The child at ſeeing his father 
ſhewed ſeveral little acts of fondneſs, whilſt he received him 
with as much - joy and wonder as if he had been raiſed from 
the dead, giving great thanks to the frier for what he had 
done. The companion alſo hearing all that had paſt, came 
down into the chamber, and ſaid, I have gone thro? all the 
prayers which you had enjoined me to repeat. Frier Ri- 
nalds replied, Brother, you have done well, and you ſee by 
our joint endeavours the child is recovered. The honeſt 
man hereupon treated them /both with wine and ſweet- 
meats, when they took their leaves with great reſpect. And 
immediately he ſet about making the waxen image, and 
ſent it to be ſet up with ſeveral others before the image of 
St. Ambroſe; not St. Ambroſe of Milan, OO 


The 
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Tofano ſhuts bis wife one night out of doors, who not 
being able to perſuade bim to let her come in, makes 
a pretence of throwing herſelf into a well, and throws 

4 ſtone therein; be runs thither to ſee, whilſt ſhe 
locks him out; and gives him a great deal of ill lan- 
Sudgè. ogy” Eo e, 8 


RERSL 7 7 4 had no ſooner made an end, but the king 
turned to Lauretta, who immediately began to 
this effect: O love, how great is thy prevailing 
-Y influence how various and ſubtle are thy de- 
83 vices! What artiſt, what philoſopher could ever 
think or contrive ſuch ſhifts and evaſions, as thou teacheſt in 

an inftant to thoſe that follow thy paths? All other inſtrue- 
tions what ever are ſlow, compared to thine, as appears by what 
hath been already ſaid on this ſubject: To which I mean 
to add the ſtratagem of a certain lady, conducted in ſuch a 
manner, as nothing but love could ever have dictated.— 
There lived at Arezzo a certain rich man named Tofand, 
who had a very handſome woman to his wife, whoſe name 
was Madam Ghita, of whom all at once, and without 
knowing why, he becameextremely jealous. This was the 
|  ſgreateſt vexation in the world to the lady, who would fre- 
zently demand of him his reaſons for ſuch a ſuſpicion 3 and 

| © being able to aſſign none, but ſuch as were general, or 

45 8 to the purpoſe, ſhe reſolved to plague him witn 

the real evil, and which hitherto had been imaginary only. - 
And having obſerved that a 1 young getitleman: had 


taken 
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taken particular notice of her, ſhe encouraged him ſo far, 
that they only waited for a favourable opportunity to put 
their deſign in execution. Amongſt the reſt” of her huſ- 
band's bad qualities, he had taken great delight, ſhe ſaw, in 
drinking, which ſhe not only ſeemed pleaſed With it, but 
would perſuade him to drink more. In this manner ſhe 
uſed to make him drunk as often as ſhe could, which af- 
forded the firſt opportunity of being with her lover, and 
from. that time they met continually by the ſame means, 
_ Whilſt ſhe depended ſo much upon this — diſpoſition 
of his, that ſhe would not only bring her lover into her 
Houſe, but even go and ſpend the greateſt part of the night 
along with him, which was not very far off. Continuing 
this way of life, the husband began to perceive that, whilſt 
ſhe encouriged him to drink in that manner, the "ſcarce 
taſted it herſelf, and from thence to ſuſpect, as was really 
the caſe, that ſhe made him drunk with a view only to her 
oven private purpoſes, during the time of bis being aſleep, 
And being willing to have proof of this, he pretended once 
(without having drank a drop all that day) both in his 
words and actions, to be the moſt diſordered creature that 
could be. Which ſhe perceiving, and thinking that he had 
then had a doſe ſufficient, and that he would'fleep without 
any more liquor, ſtraightway put him to bed. This was 
no ſooner done, but the went as uſual to her lover's houſe, 
"where ſhe ſtaid the beſt part of the night. Tofano finding 
"his wife did not come to bed, got up, and bolted the door, 
when he went and fate in the nr to wait for her com- 
ing home, that ſhe might ſee he was acquainted with her 
Way of going on, and continued there till her return; when 
Finding the door bolted, ſhe was' the moſt uneaſy ” woman 
that could be, and ſhe tried ſeveral times to have forced it 
open. Which after Tung had ſuffered for ſome time, he 
faid, Madam, you give yourſelf trouble to no purpoſe, — | 
here you ſhall not come: Go back if you pleaſe, for 
"ſhall enter no more within theſe doors, till I' have ese | 
You that reſpeR, which theſe ways of yours require, befbre 
All your relations and neighbours, She then begged for 
| God's fake that he Would open the door, ſaying, that ſhe 
bad not been Where he imagined; but (as the evenings 
Were long, and ſhe' able neither to fleep all the time, nor to 
fit up by herſelf) that ſhe went to ſee a gentle woman in 
the heigbourtod, But all was to no purpoſe,” he ſcemed 


reſolved 
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| reſolved that, the whole, town, ſhould be witneſſes of their 


1 ſhame, when otherwiſe, they would have known nothing 
of the matter. The lady, {4 wht wg intreaties of no effect, 


had recourſe to threatening, and ſaid, Either open the 


door, or I will make you the moſt frrowful man that ever 
was born. Tofano replied, And which way will you do it? 
She, whoſe wits were ſet on edge by love, made anſwer, 
Before I will ſuffer ſuch. a diſgrace as you mean wrongfully 
to faſten upon me, I will throw ; myſelf directly into this 
well, and being found chere afterwards, every bod Y will 
conclude that you did it in one of your drunken fits: 
Whence it muſt unavoidably happen, that you be either 
obliged to fly your country, and loſe all your effects, or 
elſe that you be put to death, as having murdered your 
wife. This however had no effect upon him, when ſne 
faid, I can no longer bear all your ſcorn, God forgive you 
for being the cauſe of my death; and the night being ſo 
dark that they could ſcarce ſee one another, ſhe run to- 
wards the well, and taking up a great ſtone that lay by the 
well-ſide, and crying aloud, God forgive this act of mine, 
ſhe let it fall into the well. The ſtone made a great noiſe 
when it came to the water, which Tano hearing, firm» 
ly believed that ſhe had thrown herſelf in, and taking the 
rope and bucket he run out to help her. But ſhe, who 
ſtood. concealed by the ſide of the door, ſeeing him go to- 
wards the well, got into the houſe, and made all faſt, 
whilſt ſhe went to the window, and began to ſay to him, 
Why husband, you ſhould uſe water whilſt you are drink- 
ing, and not after you have made yourſelf drunk. Tofano 
ſaw her laugh at him, and he returned, and finding the 
door bolted begged of her to open it, But ſhe now changed 
her note, and began to cry out, You drunken, ſorry, 
troubleſome wretch ! you ſhall not come in here to night; 
I can no longer bear with your evil practices; I will let 
all the world know what fort of a perſon you are, and what 
hours you keep. Tofang, on the other part, being grievouſſy 
provoked, gave her all the bad language he could think of, and 
made a moſt terrible mutiny. Whereupon the neighbours 
were all raiſed out of their beds, and comitig to their windows, 
enquired what the matter was. When ſhe began to lament 
and ſay, It is this wicked man, who is coming home drunk 
at all hours of the night, which having endured a long 
time, and faid a * deal to no purpoſe, I was now 
. B b 2 willing 


r 
* 89 en, 


ta the neighbours, Now you ſee what ſort of a man he is: 


| confounded, 
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willing to try if 1 could not ſhame him out of it by lock. 151 


ing him out. 7 ofano on the contrary told them how the 
matter was, and threatened her very much. She then ſaid 


What would you ſay if I was in the ſtreet, and he withi 
doors, as Iam ? Then you might think he was in the right, 
Take notice, I beſeech you, how artful he is; he ſays I have 
done that which he ſeems to have done himſelf, and talks 
ſomething about the well; but Iwiſh he was in it, that he 
might have ſome water as well as all wine. The neighbours 
all joined in blaming Tofano, deeming him the perſon in 
fault, and giving him many hard words for his uſage of his 
wife; and the thing was noifed about the city till her relations 150 
heard of it, who came thither in a body, and enquiring of one i 
neighbour and another neighbour how it was, they took Tune, | 

and beat him very ſeverely. Afterwards they went into the 
houſe, and carried the lady away with them, with all that 
was hers, © threatening Tone with farther puniſhment, 


. Whilſt he finding the ill effects of his jealouſy, and ſtill 


having a regard for his wife, got ſome friends to intercede 
with her to come home again, promiſing never more to be 
jealous, and giving her leave for the future to do as ſne would. 
Thus like a ſimple knave he was glad to purchaſe peace, after 
having been to * laſt degree injured. So may love ſtill 
flouriſh, and falouſy with. all its conſequences be for ever ; 
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A jealous man 1 abs es" bis oi dey a prieffs Ba- 
it, who tells him that ſhe is viſited every night by 
4 frier; and ſo whilſt he is watching the door Joe. 

doe her lever in at the bonſe-top. | 


JESS AUR ETTA having made an and, the king, 
SSS29 without loſs of time, points to Hammetta. WhO 
25 LIE began in this manner: The preceding novel 
8 >J brings to my mind the ſtory of another jealous: 

' perſon; being of opinion myſelf, that thoſe huſ- 
bands are juſtly ſerved in that manner, who are jealous with. 
out reaſon, And if legiflators when they make their laws 
could be ſuppoſed to think of every thing, I imagine they 
would decree no other puniſhment than what is ordered in 
caſes of ſelf-defence ; for thoſe jealous people are the deaths 
frequently of their wives. All the week long are they kept 
mewed up in their houſes, and when holidays come, that 
they ſhould have ſome eaſe and diverſion (as all other people 
according to the laws both of God and man haue then reſt) 
yet on thoſe days are they more confined than at any other 
time; ſo that none are ſo wretchedly enſlaved as themſelves. 
Therefore I conclude that a trick put upon an husband, who 
was jealous without any reaſon, will be rather commended 
than blamed by you. There lived in. Arminio a certain 


rich merchant, who had an agreeable woman to his wife, 
of whom he was immoderately jealous, and for no other 
reafon in the world, but that as he was very fond of her 
himſelf, and knew that it was her whole ſtudy to pleaſe 
him; fo he imagined every one elſe would like her as well, 


A and 
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and that ſhe would be as deſirous to oblige them; which 
ſhewed him to be one of a wicked diſpoſition, as well as 
little underſtanding. Accordingly he kept fo ſtrit an eye 
over her always, that no felon under ſentence of death could 
be more narrowly watched. Whilſt the (fo far from going out 
to feaſts at any time, or to church, or out of door, under 
any pretence whatever) was not ſuffered to look out of 
the window; ſo that ſhe led a moſt wretched. life, and 
ſo much the worſe, as ſhe knew herſelf to be innocent. 
Thus finding herſelf ſo wrongfully treated, ſhe reſolved. 
for the time to come to give him ſome reaſon for ſuch 
uſage. And as ſhe had no opportunity of ſeeing people 
in the ſtreet, and knowing that there was an agreeable 
young man lived in the fi xt houſe, ſhe looked about to 
ſee if there was any k in the wall, whereby ſhe 
might have. an ebenda of ſpeaking to him, to make 
him an offer of her love, and te have hipi come to her ſome- 
times, if ſuch a thing could be contrived, in order to fpend 
her life with a little more comfort, till her husband ſhould 
be cuted of his jealoufy. At laſt, in 4 cornet of the room, 
ſhe eſpied a 9 which . into a chamber of the 
next houſe, when the ſaid to herſelf, Now if this ſhould 
prove Philippo's chamber, for that was the young gentle- 
man's name, my ſcheme would be half accompliſhed : Of 
this ſhe ordered her maid to-inform herſelf, who ſoon found 
out that he lay there all alone, Viſiting then that place 
pretty often, and putting little ſticks and ſtraws 'thro' into 
the chamber, he foon perceived it, and came thither to fee 
what it was. Whereupon fhe called to him, and he an- 
ſwered, as knowing her voice ; when ſhe ſoon made her 
mind — to him, which was entirely to his good liking, 
and he endeavoured to enlarge the opening on his ſide, 
taking care all the time that no body ſhould perceive it: 
From that time they frequently — together, and 
could ſhake: hands, but no more, becauſe of the husband's ex- 
traordĩnary care and jealouſy. Now Chriſimas- day drawing 
near, ſhe ſaid to — Os That with his leave ſhe 
would go to church that day to confeſs and receive the fa- 
crament, like other good Chriſtians. Whilſt he replied, And 
y what fins can you have committed, that you want to 
confeſs? What ! quoth ſhe, do you take me for a ſaint ? 
Tho' you keep me ſbut up in this manner, yet I-muſt fin 
as well as other people; but I have no occaſion to tell you, 
oe ff A 
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as you are no prieſt. Theſe words occaſioned ſuch a, ſtrong 
ſuſpicion, ii him, that he was reſolved to know What thoſe 
ſins were; and having Sy 4s: What means to uſe, he 
told her he was willin t that ſhe ſhould go only to q their, : 
chapel, and that Joi in the morning, and confeſs 'to _ 
their chaplain, or ſome perſon that he ſhould appoint, ang 
to no other 1 return from PG directly home, The 
Jady, fremed partly to know hi n, and, without mak-_ 
ing any. other reply, ſaid ſhe mall ſo. On Chriſimas- 
day then in the morning ſhe aroſe betimes, and. went to the 
chapel as her husband had directed ber. He alſo went to 
the ſame. place, getting there firſt, and having agreed 
with the prieſt what to do, he put on a gown with a great 
hood almoſt to cover his face, as we ſee prieſts wear ſome- 
times, and drawing it forwards over his eyes, he placed. 
himſelf down in the choir, The lady pg her coming 
into the chapel enquired: for the prieſt ; oho hearing from 
her that ſhe wanted to confeſs, told wh e could not 
ſtay to hear her himſelf, a, would ſend one of his bre- 
thren. Accordingly he ſent the jealous husband, in an ill 
hour for him as it happened, who had not fo well diſguiſed 
himſelf, but ſhe immediately knew him, and faid to herſelf, 
Thank God, from a jealous fool he is become a prieſt; but 
Pll takes care to give him what he ſeeks for. Seeming 
then not to know bim, ſhe fate down at his feet. Now he 
had put ſome little ſtones into his 1 to alter his 
8 m thinkin e well enough diſguiſed. as to every 
ng elſe. ing then to confeſſion, amongſt other 
—— ſhe told him. that, being married, ſhe was yet in 
love with a prieſt, who came and lay with her every * 
night, This ſtruck him to the very heart, and was it no 
that he was deſirous of learning ſomething farther, he ha 
gone away, and left her that moment. So he ſaid to her, 
Well, but how is it? And does not your husband lie with 
you? Yes, Sir, ſhe replied. Then, continued he, how 
can the prieſt lie with you at the ſame time? I know. not 
how he does it, quoth de; but there is never a door in the 
houſe but what opens upon his touching it; he tells me alſo, 
that upon coming to our chamber, before he opens the 
door, he ſays ſome certain words, which throw my husband, 
when he comes in and lies with me, and the other 
never knows it. O, Madam, quoth he, that is a very 


bad thing 3 you mult leave of bach praftice entirely, Ah, 
| Bb 4 father 


* 
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father, anſwered ſhe, I know not how to do it, T'love 
him ſo well. Then, continued he, I can give you no ab- 


ſolution. I am ſorry for that, ſhe replied; but I came here 


to ſpeak the truth.; if I could leave them off, I would tell | 


you ſo. I am ſorry for you, quoth he, as I ſee your 
ſoul is in a ſtate of damnation; but I will offer up m 


particular prayers for you, which may be of 'ſervice, and 


I will ſend a perſon to you at certain times, when you 
may inform him if you think you have received any bene- 


fit, and in that caſe we will proceed farther. The lady 
made anſwer, Sir, never think of ſending any body to our 


houſe, for my husband is ſo unreaſonably jealous, that all the 
world could never beat it out of his head, but that he came 
with a bad intent, and T ſhould not have one good day 
for this twelve-month. Madam, quoth he, have you no 
care for that, for I ſhall manage in ſuch a manner that 
you will hear no more from him upon that ſcore. If. you 
can do that, ſhe replied, Iam content. And having made 
an end of her confeſſion, and received penance, ' ſhe got 
up, and went to maſs. The husband, fit to be burſt with 


fury, put off the prieſt's habit, and went home, waiting to 
find the prieſt and his wife together, in order to wreak his 


vengeance upon both. Whilſt ſhe went out of the church, 
ſeeing plainly by his looks that ſhe had given him but a bad 
Chriſtmas box, tho he endeavoured to conceal both what he 


had done, and meant farther to do. Reſolving then to 


wait the next night at the door for the prieſt, he ſaid, I ſhall 
go out to ſup, and ſtay all night; be ſure therefore you lock 
the door to the ſtreet, and that upon the ſtairs, as alſo your 
chamber-door, and when you are diſpoſed you may go to 

bed. She wiſhed him a good night, and went ſtraightway 
to the chink in the chamber, and made the uſual ſign, when 

Philippo came to her, and ſhe told him what ſhe had done 
that morning, and what her husband had faid afterwards, 


adding, I am confident he will never ſtir from the door all 


night long; do you contrive a way then to come in at the 
top of the houſe, He replied full of joy, Depend upon it, 
Madam, I will, When night came therefore the jealous 


husband armed himſelf privately,” and lay concealed in a 


ground room, whilſt ſhe made the doors faſt, eſpecially that 
upon the ſtairs: And the young man, when he thought it 
 #' proper time, came by a ſecret way into her chamber. 
The husband, in the mean time, continued ſupperleſs - 
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night long, uneaſy to the laſt degree, and almoſt ſtarved to 
death with cold, waiting by the door for the prieſt. - And 
day appearing at laſt, and no body coming, he compoſed 
himſelf there to ſleep,” When riſing at the third hdr, and” 
the door of the houſe being now opened; he came in pre- 
tending to come from another place, and called for his break 
faſt, Soon afterwards he ſent a meſſenger to her, as from 
the prieſt who had confeſſed her, to know if that perſon 
had come to her ſince. She, who underſtood full well the 
nature of the meſſage, replied, No, he did not come that 
night, and that if he left off viſiting her-ſhe might forget 
him, altho' ſhe had no defire to do ſo, ' What ſhould I ay: 
now more to you? The husband continued to watch ev 
night, and they were together all the time. At laſt, being 
out of all manner of patience, he demanded of ber, „ 
the utmoſt wrath in his looks, what it was that ſne had 5 
confeſſed to the prieſt? When ſhe refuſed to tell him, ſay- : 
ing, That it was neither juſt nor reaſonable; * He added, 
Thou vile woman, I know in ſpight of ' thee what it was, 
and I will make thee confeſs who this prieſt is, that lies 
with thee every night by virtue of his enchantments, or or 
elſe I will cut thy throat. She replied, It is falſe, I never 
lay with any prieſt. What! ſaid he, did you not fay ſo 
and fo to the prieſt that confeſs'd you? Not, ſhe replied, for 
him to tell you again; but if you was preſent, it is a diffe- 
rent thing; then, to be plain with you, I did ſay ſo, Then 
tell me, quoth he, who this prieſt is, and quickly, She 
| ſmiled, and ſaid, I am always glad to ſee a wiſe man pox 
(by the horns as it were) by a ſimple woman; tho 
. not that character, ſince you have ſuffered yourſelf 
to be tranſported by that. unreaſonable fit of jealouſy, with- 
out knowing why; wherefore the more weak you are, the 
leſs is my glory. Do you think my eyes are as bad as your 
underſtanding? No; I knew very well who the prieſt that 
confeſſed me was, and that it was you. But I was reſolved 
to give you what you wanted, and I think I have done ſo. 
But if you was as wiſe as you would be thought, you would . : 
never have deſired to come at your wife's ſecrets ia that q 
manner, and would have known, without any vain ſuſpi- 
cion, that every word was true which I faid, and without 
the leaſt crime or offence. I told you 1 loved a prieft : 
Was not you, my unworthy husband, then a prieſt? I faid 
no door could be kept ſhut when he had a mind to come _ 


to 
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the door, and would have made me believe that 


vou 4 
gone elſewhere to ſup. and ſpend the night. Conſider a a 
little better, and behave. like a man, nor expoſe your- 
ſelf any longer to me, who am acquainted with all your 
ways, but leave off this extraordinary care upon my ac- 
count; ſor I aſſure you, was I diſpoſed to be what you 
ſuſpe&, had you an hundred eyes, whereas you have only 
two, I could do it over and over, and you be never the 
wiſer, The poor jealous creature, who had thought him- 


ſelf very cunning before, now ſaw how he was deſpiſed, 
and without making any more words, diveſted himſelf of 
that fooliſh and troubleſome diſpoſition, eſteeming his wife 


for the time to come as a virtuous and prudent woman. 


n to bring her love in at 
tte top of the houſe; for the door was open — 
whomever they had a mind to eee 


1 DAV. * 
to me: And is not that literally true? I added, That the 
prieſt lay with me every night: And pray when did you 
Tis from me? And —— you ſent. to now if he Was with 
me that night, I anſwered, he was not. Who but a per- 
— blinded with jealouſy like youxſelf but muſt have under- 
ſtood theſe things? And yet you kept watch all eqn at 
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NOVEL. VI. 


label Fry in company with a gallant of hers called 
Leonetto, and being viſited at the fame time by one 
Lambertuccio, her husband returns, when ſhe ſends 
Lambertuccio away with a drawn feoord in bis 
bend, whilſt the busband ae e 7 v6.0 
bis 0291 W . | el 
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A HEY were an ae with — 95 
85 J declaring. that the woman had ſerved the brute 
& of a man exactly right. And it being conclud- 
ed, the king ordered Pampinea to go on, who 
n in faid; There are many people ſo fooliſh te- 

alin that love deprives perſons of their underſtanding, and 
that they who are in love are out of their wits, But how 
ridiculous this aſſertion is, will appear by what has been faid 
before, and alſo by what I am going now to tell you. 
An our. city, abounding with every thing that is good, 
there was formerly a beautiful lady, wife to a certain 
worthy knight, who deſiring, as it will ſometimes happen, 
a little variety, began to grow indifferent towards her huſs 
band, caſting her eye upon a certain young ſpark called 
Leonetts, one of no great family, but agreeable enough; he 
likewiſe began to ſhow the ſame good-liking towards her, 
and it was not long before their wiſhes were accompliſhed. 
Now it happened, that another gentleman was in love with 
her alſo, called Lambertuccio, one by no means agreeable - 
= ber; but he ceaſed not to ſollicit her by all manner 
of ways, threatening at the ſame time, as he was a man 
of note and power, to leſſen and expoſe her, unleſs ſhe 


would comply with his deſires. This terrified her ſo —_ 
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de —_ 1 muttered only — — If ever I 


that ſhe thought herſelf obliged to give him the hearing. 
And being now, as it was ſummer-time, at one of their 
ntry-houſes, and her husband being gone from home to 
make ſome ſtay, ſhe ſent for Leonetto to come and be "with 
her in the mean time. Accordingly he obeyed her ſum- 
mons with great pleaſure. Lambertuccio knowing alſo that 
her hushand was abroad, came all alone on horſeback, and 
knocked at the gate. Whilſt her maid ſeeing him "there 
run up ſtairs to her miſtreſs (who was in her chamber with 
Leonetto) and ſaid, Madam, Signor Lambertuccio is here be- 
low. The lady was under the greateſt concern imaginable, 
and deſired Leonetto not to think much to ſtep behind the 
curtain of the bed, till the other was gone. Leonetto (who. 
feared him as much as ſhe did) went and hid himſelf there, 
whilſt ſhe ordered her maid to go and let Lambertuccio in, 
who being diſmounted, and hanging his horſe at the door, 
was immediately ſnewed up ſtairs; when ſhe meeting him 
at the top, asked (with a fmile in her countenance) how 
ſhe came to be favoured with the viſit ? My life! quoth he, 
F underſtood your husband was abroad, and it was for that 


reaſon I came to ſee you. He had not been long with her 


before her husband, contrary to her belief, came back. 
Whom as ſoon as the maid ſaw, ſhe came. ſuddenly into 


the chamber, and ſaid to her miſtreſs, Behold, Madam, my 


maſter is returned, and now in the court. The lady w 
quite confounded at hearing this, and conſidering - that ſhe 


nad two men in the houſe, and that the knight could not 


be concealed on account of his horſe, gave herſelf over for 


| loft; yet reſolving at length what to do, ſhe faid to Lam- 


bertuccio, Sir, if you have any regard for me, and are will- 
ng to ſave me from. deſtruction, pray do as I ſhall direct 
Go down ſtairs with an angry contenance, and your 
. in your hand, ſaying, I vow to God if I ever meet 
with him any where elſe And if my husband ſhould 
offer to ſtop you, or ask any queſtions, ſay nothing more 
than that; but mount your horſe directly, and ride away, 


nor offer to ſtay with him upon any account whatſoever. 


Accordingly he obeyed her directions, whilſt the husband 


was wondering to ſee the horſe there, and coming up ſtairs 


he was farther ſurpriſed at Lambertuccio's fierce countenance, 
and hearing bim talk in that manner; and he ſaid to him, 
Pray what is the matter, Sir? The other put his foot in 


meet 
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meet the villain again—and fo rode away. The knight 
going up ſtairs found his wife at the ftair-head, terriſied 
cut of. her wits, and he ſaid to her, What is the reaſon of 


»4 
« 75 


Lambertuccio s going away in fo much heat and ff,? 
When ſhe drawing nearer. to her chamber, that Leonetto 
might hear, replied, My dear, I was never ſo frighted in 
my whole life. A gentleman, whom I never ſaw before, 
run in here, and Lambertuccio after him with à drawn 
ſword, and finding the chamber open he came trembling 
into it, ſaying, I beg, Madam, you would protect me, 
otherwiſe I ſhall be murdered in your very preſence. I aroſe, 
and was going to ask him who he was, and what. was the 
reaſon ; when Lambertuccio was at the top of the ſtairs roar- 
ing out, Where is this villain ? Upon this I run to the 
chamber-door, and ſtopt him as he was juft coming in, when 
he was ſo civil to me indeed, after he ſaw I was unwilling he ' 
ſhould come into the chamber, that, after a few words, he N 
vent back again juſt as you met him. The husband then ſaid, 4 
My dear, you did well, it would have been a great diſcredit 1 
to us to have had any body murdered in out houſe, and 
Lambertuccio was highly to blame to purſue a perſon hither. _ 
But, quoth he, where is the gentleman? She replied, He is 
hid ſome where or other, I know not where. Where are you, 
(quoth the Knight) you may come out without any danger. 
Leonetto, who heard all that paſt, came from where he was 
| concealed, much terrified, as indeed he had reaſon ; when 
the knight ſaid to him, Pray what affair is this that you have 
had with Lambertuccis? Nothing (he replied) in the world 
that I know of; ſo that I am convinced he has either loſt 
his ſenſes, or elſe miſtakes me for ſome other perſon ; for up- 
on ſeeing me in the ftreet at a diſtance from your houſe, he 
drew his ſword, and ſaid, Villain, thou art a dead man. I 
ſtaid to ask no queſtions, but made the beſt of my way, and 
came hither, where, thanks be to God and this lady, I have 
found protection. Then ſaid the knight, Be under no fear, 
I will {ee you ſafe home, when you may make enquiry what 
the ground of his quarrel with you is. After ſupper then he 
mounted him upon one of his horſes, and conducted him to 
Florence to his own houſe, And that night, by the lady's direc- 
tion, he had a private conference with Lambertuccio, when 
they laid their ſtory ſo well together, that tho there was much 
talk afterwards about it, yet the husband never knew of the 
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Lodovico is in loue with Beatrice, abo ſends ber buſ- 
band into the garden, diſguis'd like herſelf, for him 
to be with her in the mean time: And be afterwards 
goes and beats bim in the garden. 3 


AVAB E LLA ; quick and lucky thought was ad- 
* mir'd by the whole company; when 2 


2.2) muſt underſtand, that at Paris dwelt a certain 
33 gentleman, a Florentine ; who being a little re- 
duc'd, was forc'd to fall into trade, by which means he ac- 
quir'd a great deal of wealth: And he had anly one ſon, 
nam'd Lodoweco 3 who having regard to the nobility of his 
father, more than to any thing of buſineſs, was (inſtead of 


being brought up in a ware-houſe) ſent with ſome other 
young noblemen. into the ſervice of the king of France; 


where he acquir'd all the accompliſhments that belong to a 
hne gentleman. And being one day in company with 
certain knights, who EY return d from the Holy-Land, 
and talking of beauties in England, France, and other coun- 
tries; one of them declar'd, that in all parts of the world, 
of all the women that ever he ſaw, he never met with an 

to come up to Beatrice, the wife of Egano de Galluzzi of 
Bologna ; to which his companions (who had been with him 
there) agreed. Lodovico, at hearing this, was poſſeſſed with 
ſuch 2 defie of ſeeing, her, that he could think of nothing 


elſe ;_ and deſigning to go and make ſome. {tay there, if ſhe 


prov'd. to bis liking, he pretended to his father that he had an 


inclination to go to the Hoh-Lani, who gave his conſent = 


with 


begun by the king's command to this effect Vou 
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with great reluctance. Changing his name then to Anichino, 
he came to Bolagna; and (as fortune would have it) ſaw her 
at her window. The very next day, when be found her 
beauty to exceed even his warmeſt imagination, and being 
entirely enamour'd, he reſol vd not to depart from Bolgna 
till he had obtain'd his deſire: Thinking therefore which 
was the moſt likely way to ſucceed, he ſuppos' d, that if he 
cou' d but get to be a ſervant to the husband, he might pre- 
bably carry his point. Accordingly he ſold his horſes; and 
diſpoſing of his ſervants, with orders never to take notice of 


dim, Me told his landlürd, that he ſhould be glad to get n 


the ſervice of ſome perſon of diſtinction, if ſuch a place coud 
de met with. When the landlord replied, You are juſt ſuch - 

a perſon as wou'd ſuit a gentleman here call'd Egano; who 
has a great number of ſervants, and will always have well- 
looking, genteel people about him, like yourſelf: Pl] ſpeak 
to him for you. Which he did, and Anichino was immedi- 
ately taken into the family, greatly to his ſatisfaction. Con- 
tinuing then with Egano (where he had daily opportunities of 


ſeeirig the lady) he gained ſo far upon him by his good beha- ; 


viour, that he cou'd do nothing without him; and: he made 
him fole director of all his affairs. When one day it hap- 
'petied, as Egano was gone out a fowling, and left him be- 
Hind, that Beatrice (ho as yet knew nothing of his love, but 
had always commended his moſt "engaging behaviour) made 
bim ſit down with ber at cheſs, and Anichino (as it was his 
whole deſire to pleaſe her) contriv'd to let her win; with 
which the was vaſtly delighted. At length all the wo- 
men being gone out of the room, and they two left by them 

ſelves, | he fetch'd a deep ſigh. She look d and ſaid, What is 
the matter With you Anichino? Are you uneaſy becauſe I 
win? Madam (he replied) it is a thing of more conſequence 
that oceaſion'd that ſigh. Then by the regard you have for 
me (quoth ſhe) I conjure you to tell me. When Anichmo 
ſaw himſelf intreated by his love for her, whom he valued 
beyond all the world, he gave a greater figh than before. 
"She defir'd again to know the reaſon. Whilſt he replied, 
Madam, I am extremely afraid left T ſhould diſoblige you by 
ſo doing; I doubt alſo if you wou'd not ſpeak of it to ſothe 
other perſon, She made anſwer, Be affur'd' J ſhall not be 
diſoblig d; nor ſhall J ever ſpeak of it again, unleſs you give 
me leave. I hen, quoth he, as T have your promiſe, I Will 
reveal it. And he told her with tears in his eyes, Who he 
OY ; h | ; Was 5 5 


Was; what he had heard of her, and where; and how he 
came to be ſervant to her husband: And intreated her, in 
the moſt humble manner, to have pity on him, and accept 
of this ſecret offer of his love : Or if that was too great a fa 


vour for him to expect, that he might continue in the ſame | 


condition as before ; and that ſhe would be pleaſed. only to 
let him admire her. O ! how ſingularly ſweet are theſe By. 


 bognian diſpoſitions! In caſes of this ſort how worthy of 


» X 


praiſe! They delight not in people's tears and fighs ; but, to 


 - ſoft and amorous entreaties, are ever eaſy of acceſfs. Was 
L able to give them their due praiſe, my voice ſhould never 
faint on ſo agreeable a ſubject. The lady had her eyes fix d 
upon him all the time he was ſpeaking, and giving entire 
credit to his words, ſhe began to conceive the ſame paſſion in 
ber heart for him: Whilſt ſhe replied, Anichino, have 2 
a good heart; you have effected that in a moment, (tte 
_ ſmall time only that you have been ſpeaking) which all the 
lords and gentlemen, who have been daily ſolliciting me, 
cou'd never bring to paſs ; ſo that now I am more your's, 
than my own. You have deſerved my love, and you ſhall 


have it: Do you come therefore about midnight into my 


chamber; [I'll lea ve the door open; you know which fide of 
. the bed I lye on, come thither; and, if I ſhould be aſleep, 
Ay your hand upon me to wake me: the reſt you will know 
at that time. Upon this Oy parted, and he waited with - 


t impatience for night. Egano was now returned from 


fowling, and being weary,” went, as ſoon as he had ſupp'd, to 


bed, and the lady with him, leaving the door open, as ſhe 
had promiſed. At the time appointed Anichino went into 
the bed-chamber, and ſhutting the door again, he ſtept gent- 
ly to the lady's fide of the bed, when laying his hand upon 
her breaſt, he found ſhe was awake, Accordingly ſhe ſeiz d 


it with both her's, and held him ſtrongly; turning her ſelf 


in bed at the ſame time, till ſhe made her husband awake, 


when ſhe faid to him, My dear, I would fay nothing to you 


laſt night, becauſe you ſeem'd to be weary ; but tell me, 


which of your ſervants do you believe to be the moſt faithful, 

and whom you reſpect the moſt? Egano replied, What a 

ſtrange queſtion this is ! Don't you know that I never lov'd, 
and put ſuch confidence in any: Os as I now do in Ani- 
chino? But why want ygu to 

ing Egano to be awake, and hearing them talk together, en- 

deavoured ſeveral times to have drawn his hand away, with 


inform'd? Anichino perceiv- 
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a deſign of leaving the room, imagining that ſhe had put a 
trick upon him; but ſhe held him ſo faſt, that he could not. 
Whilſt ſhe made anſwer to Egano, and Gd, THN'tell you. 1 
once thought as you do, and that he was the moſt truſty 

perſon about you, but I was miſtaken ; for he had the aſſu- 
rance, after you was gone out yeſterday, to make an offer of 
his love to me; whilſt T (to give you manifeſt proof of it ) 
ſeem' d to conſent, and appointed to meet him this night un- 
der the pine-tree in. LOW de Now my intention was 


and put a ee your RE: and I am furs ed find | 
him, Then (quoth he) moſt certainly will T go. 97 | 


he cou'd in the dark, he went into the garden to wait for PI 
nichino. As ſoon as he was gone out, ſhe aroſe alſo, and 
made faſt the door. Whilſt Anichino (who had been under 
the greateſt fears imaginable, and had endeavour'd all he 
cou'd to have gotten from her, curſing both her and her love 
a thouſand times over, and himſelf likewiſe, for giving cre- 
dit to her) finding out what was her deſign at laſt, was the 
happieſt man that could be.—At length, when ſhe thought 
he had been as long with her as it was ſafe for him to Ray ; ; 
the ſaid, I beg of you to take a cudgel, and go into the gar- 
den; and pretending as if this Was done only to make trial of 
my virtue, do you give him ſome hard language, (as tho' it 
was my ſelf) and cane him ſoundly. Accordingly he aroſe, 
and took a good ſtick with him thither; whilſt Egano ſeeing 
him come towards the pine-tree, went: with a great deal of 
ſeeming pleaſure to meet him. When Anichino ſaid, What! 
you wicked woman, are you come? and cou'd you think I 
cou'd do ſuch a thing by my maſter? I'll make you repent 
your baſeneſs. And lifting up his cudgel, he laid on to ſome 
purpoſe. Egano, at theſe words, and | his feeling the blows, . 
took to his heels, without ſpeaking a word; whilſt Anichino 
was cloſe after him, crying out, Away ! you vile creature! 
and depend upon it, that my maſter ſhall know to morrow. 
Egano having ſuſtained all this drubbing, returns at laſt to his 
chamber; when the lady ſaid to him, Well! Did Anichino 
come into the garden? Egano replied, Wou'd to God he had 
ſtay'd away; for, beſides all the foul language that cou'd be 
given to any woman, he has broke almoſt all my bones with 
7 * me, 1 wonder'd indeed that he ſhov'd uſe thoſe rude 
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thought fit to ſtay with Eganoat Bologna, 
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expreſſions, if he had ſuch an intention, as 1 ſuppoſed him 


to have, towards you. But as he ſaw you of ſuch a free 


cheerful temper, he had a mind to make trial of you, I ſup- 
poſe, Then, thank God, quoth ſhe, he prov'd me with 
words, and you with deeds. But, I believe, he may ſay 
that I bore the words better than you did the deeds; as he 
has ſhew'd himſelf fo faithful therefore to you, you will re- 
gard him accordingly. - Moſt certainly, faid Egano ; and 
from that time he concluded, that he had the moſt virtuous 
wiſe, and honeſteſt ſervant of any man in the world. On 
which account (tho' Anichino and ſhe often laugh'd together 
at the thing) they had an opportunity of gratifying their de- 
fires with ine leſs ſuſpicion (and which could not have been 
done ſo well without ſuch a ſtratagem) all the time Aniching 
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NOVEL VII. 
A woman who had 4 very ; jealous buſband, tied a 
thread to her great-toe, by which ſhe informed her 
lover whether be ſhould come or not. The huſband 


found it out, and whilſt he was purſuing the lover 


ſhe put her maid in her place. He takes her to be 


his wife, beats her, cuts off her hair, and then . 


| fetches his wife's relations, who find nothing of what 
be had told them, and ſo load him with reproaches, 


Eatrice ſeem'd to them all to have been ſtrangely 
ſpightful towards her husband; and every one 
ga agreed that Anichino's fright and confuſion muſt 
de very great to be held in that manner, whilſt 
® ſhe told her husband of his deſign upon her. 

When the king (ſeeing Philomena to have done) turned to 
Neiphile, and ſaid, Do you ſpeak, Who ſmiled and replied: 
A great charge now reſts upon me, to relate ſomething e- 
qual to what has been ſaid already; but I ſhall endeavour to 
acquit myſelf as well as I can. Kar then, that in our city 
lived a certain rich merchant named Arriguccio Berlingbieri, 
who (like many of our trades-people now a days) fooliſhly 
thought to ennoble himſelf by marriage ; and he took a wife, 
not at all ſuitable to himſelf, whoſe name was S:/monda. She 
(her husband like other perſons of buſineſs being often abroad) 
fell in love with a young gentleman called Ruberto, who had 
long made his addreſſes to her, and being not ſo diſcreet in 
that affair as ſhe ought to have.been ; it happened, whether 
her husband had any notion of it, or for what other reaſon 
I cannot tell, that he became the moſt jealous creature in 
the world, and laying aſide all his other concerns, he ap- 
plied his mind wholly to the care of her: Nor would he 


ever go to ſleep without ſeeing ber a bed firſt, This * 
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85 the greateſt affliction to her, as it deprived her of all op-" An | 
| partynity-of-being: with her gallant: Wherefore after much | 


thinking about it, and being greatly importuned by bim ell. * 
the time, it came into her head at laſt to take the follow. 1 


ing method: Namely, as her chamber was to the. ſtreet, 
and. ſhe Knowing t that, tho” her husband was long. fornetimes” 
before he went to reſt, yet that hen he was: 4 


to the. door in the middle of the night, when ſhe would g 
and let him in whilſt. her husband was aſleep. . 
ſhe might. know when he was there, and no body elſe 
perceive it; ſhe reſolved to put a thread out of the window, 
one end of which ſhould go near to the ground, and the 


other end was to be: hrought low along the floor, and ſo 
under the cloaths into. the bed; which when ſhe + went 5550 
to bed. the. Would tie to her great-toe. Having acquaint- 
= 'Ruberto- with. this, ſhe told. him, that as often as he came 
he ſhould pull the thread, When, if her husband was aſleep, 1 
ſhe would let it go; Pue, if he was not aflcep,” ſhe 


would hold it faſt, and then he was not to expect her: 
"Ruber#o liked this ſcheme m mighty Well; and he was fre · 


quentiy coming thither, wrden ſome times Heco Shave her 


.. company and i ſometimes; not; =T'itat lat, carrying. on 
this device in the fame manners it-häf ppetiet Whilſt ſhe was 
> Afleep; as the husband was! ſtretehing down his feet in the bed, 

that he met with this thread; when putting down his hand 


and finding it tied to her toe, he thought within himſelf there 
mift- be ſome trick here; perceiving afterwards that the o- 


ther end went out of the window, he held it fort granted; 


accordingly he took it from off her toe and put it upon his 
oven, waiting to ſee what the event would be. He had 


not been long expecting, before Ruberto came and pulled the 
thread as uſual: onde mags perceived it, and not having tied 
the thread faſt enoug 


and the other drawing pretty ſtrong, 
it came into his hand, which he ſuppoſed was for him to ſtay, 


and ſo he did. nec upon this aroſe with all haſte, and 
ng arms with him, he went to the door, to ſee who it 
* N and to take vengeance on him. Now: tho* he: Was a 
metchant, he was a ſtout warlike man; and being come to 
* door, and not opening it in the manner the Lady uſed to 
do, Nuberto begun to have a ſuſpicion how it was, and im- 
mediately he took to his heels, and the other after him. 


* laſt Ruberto * run * _ and the other ſtill 


ire faſt he 1 


was not eaſily awok 1 meant to have her lover come N "4 
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purſuing; him, he faced about (as he was Armed likewiſe) 
and drew his word, whilſt: the one continued puſhinsaas 
"the other ſtood upon his defence. The lady awoke:themme- 
ment her husband opened the chamber door, and finding the 
thread gone from her toe, | concluded ſhe was diſcoyered; 
| And perceiving that he was run after her lover, ſhe aroſe re- 
ſolving” What to do, and calling her maid (who was in the 
ſecret) ſhe prevailed upon her to go into her bed | beg- 
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ging of her to receive all the blows patiently which her mak: - 


ter ſhould give her, and without making any diſegvery; for 

that ſhe would make her ſuch a recompence, that ſhe ſhould 
have no eauſe to repent, Putting out the light then which 
was in the chamber, ſhe went and hid herſelf in a corner 
of the 804, vo 


; riguccia i A 


being abe 


known 


2 


Aram! retor net fullof wrath. to bis o h 


And ming into che olnber he ſaid, Wheteis! this vile 


woman | fas What le ſhes Has put out the candle: that ſhould 
; not finder 5 Mt“ 2 1 be miſtaken. So he went „ 
| ia beating and kicking of. che-rriaidh f thin 

ing it Rad deeit his wife) till he was quite weary,” and, what 


with iffiß hands and feet together had bruiſel het face to 
mummy: And when he had done that, he cut: off her hair, 


ſaying all thel reptoachful : things that could: be! Trees to a 
-womany Whilſt che girl road out? very much as indeed 
the had reafbi and tho: ſhe. would' frequently ſay, For God's 
ſake have mercy, and nothing more:; yet her. wofds were ſo 
broken with lamenting, and he blinded too with fury, that he 
never found her out not to be his wife. Having beat her 


then to ſome purpoſe, and cut off her bair (as we had obſery- . 
ed) he ſaid, Thou vile proſtitute I ſhall meddle with thee no 


farther; but will go for thy brethren, to let them know of 
thy exploits, when they may do as they ſhall think moſt 


for their own credit, and take thee away with them; for 
here thou ſhalt no longer abide : So he locked her in, and 


i went away by himſelf, Aſſoon 28 Si ſmonda (who had heard 
the whole tranſastion) perceived he was gone, ſhe: came into 


the chamher and ſtruck a light, when ſhe found the girl all 


bruiſed, and in tears. And having comforted: her in the beſt 
manner ſhe was able, ſhe removed her to her own apart- 
4. babe 5 Cc 3 | = | 2 
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ment, where ſhe was well taken care of : And rewarding 
her at Arriguccio's expence to her own content, ſhe went 
immediately and ſet her room to rights; making the bed 
over again, as if nobody had laid in it that night, 
and ſhe lighted up the lamp, and dreſſed herſelf as tho? ſhe 
had never been in bed. And taking up her work ſh 
ſet herſelf down at the top of the ſtairs, and begun a ſow- 
ing = Arriguccio in the mean time went with all poſſible 
haſte to her brother's houſe, and knock'd there till he made 
them hear, and open the door. When the brethren (who 
were three) and the mother all aroſe, hearing it was he, and 
ſeeing him come alone, and at that time of night, they 
_ inquired the reaſon, Whereupon he related the whole af. 
fair (beginning with the thread, and going on to what he had 
done afterwards) and at length by way of conviction, ſhew'd 
them the hair, which he had cut off ; adding, that (in re- 
gard to their own honour) they might take her away, and 
diſpoſe of her as they pleaſed, for that he ſhould be no longer 
troubled with her. The brothers were greatly offended at 
hearing this ſtory, and in this fury ordered torches to be got 
ready, preparing to go back with him, that ſhe might not 
want her due treatment; whilſt the mother went heavily 
after, ſometimes intreating one, and ſometimes another of 
them, not to be too haſty in condemning their ſiſter; al- 
ledging, that he might have quarrelied with her upon ſome 
other account, and now brought this by way of excuſe : 
Adding, that ſhe wonder'd how it could be; ſeeing that ſhe 
well knew her daughter, as having brought her up, with 
more words to that effect. Being now at the houſe, and 
going up ſtairs, Siſmonda call'd out to them, and faid, Who 
is there? When one of her brethren replied, You ſhall ſoon 
know, you vile creature as you are ! Then, quoth ſhe, Lord 
have mercy on me! What is all this for? And riſing up, 
ſhe went and faid, My brethren, you are welcome ; but 
what's the meaning of your coming all three at this time of 
night? They obſerving that ſhe had been fitting at work, 
and without any ſuch bruiſes and blows as the husband had 
talk'd of, began to wonder; and abating a little of their for- 
mer wrath, they enquir'd the meaning of this difference with 
her husband, threatening her ſeverely if ſhe ſpoke any thing 
but the truth. The fady replied, I know not what you 
wou'd have me ſay, nor of any quarrel that J have had 
with him. Arriguccio, at brholding her, was like ane con- 
Wa - 3 founded; 
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founded; remembring that he had ſcratch'd and beat her in 
a. moſt outragious manner, of which no ſign now appeared; 
and her brothers then told her what they had heard from 
him. When ſhe turn'd to him, and faid, Alas! my. dear, 
What is this I now hear? Why would you have me thought 
to be a wicked perſon, to your great diſgrace, when I am 
not ſo, and . an ill-temper'd ſorry man, when tis 
quite otherwiſe? When was you here to- night before now? 
Or when did you beat me? For my part, I know nothing 
of the matter. Arriguccio replied, You abominable wretch! 
what, did we not go to bed together? Did I not return hi- 
ther again after purſuing your gallant? Did I not give you a 
_. thouſand blows at the ſame time that I cut off your hair? 
She made anſwet, You never went to bed in this houſe to- 
night: But letting this alone, for which you can have pply 
my word, and to come to What you now talk of, 
namely of your beating me, and cutting off my hair, let an 
one ſee if I have ſuch bruiſes upon me; nor ſhou'd I a ite 
you to attempt ever to ſerve me ſo: For, as I hope to be 
fav'd, I would return the like, if you did. And as to cut- 
ting off my hair, I never knew any thing of it, if it was ſo; 
but let us ſee whether it be as you ſay or not. Accordingly, 
ſhe pull'd her veil off, and ſhew'd her hair all entire, and in 
order. Which when the brethren and the mother obſerv'd, 
they ſaid to him, How now, Sir! Surely this can never be 
the thing that you came to acquaint us with; which way 
will yau prove the reſt? Arriguccio was like one out of his 
_ wits; gladly. would he have ſaid ſomething, but ſeeing the 
thing appear differently to what he had undertaken to ſhew 
them, he could not get out one word. She then ſaid to her. 
brethren, I ſee he haz a mind J fhould relate to you his vile 
proceedings, and my own unhappineſs, and I'll do it. I be- 
lieve firmly that what he ſays may be true, and Pl tell you 
which way. This forty fellow, to whom you gave me in 
an ill hour to wife, who calls himſelf a merchant truly, and 
would be thought ſuch, and who therefore ſhould be as tem- 
perate as an hermit, and as modeſt as a maid ; this man, I 
ſay, is drunk moſt nights in one tavern of other; one 
While with one whore, and then again with another, whilſt 
I am fore d to fit up for him, in the manner you now found 
me, till midnight for the moſt part, and often till morning. 
And being very drunk, he might find a thread tied to the 
toe of one of thoſe ſtrumpets, and run after ſome petion or 
Noa Cc4 - other, 
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woman as you are. 
had he catch'd you in the open ſtreet? Things are come to 
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other, and fight them, as he days; and returning back, he 
might beat her in that manner, and cut off her hair: And | 


not © being” thoroughly ſober again, he imagines it was done 
to me; if you obſerve, he Appears now to be half-fuddled: 


Therefore I would have vou conſider him as a perſon in li- 
quor, and forgive him in like manner as I mean to do. The | 


mother, at theſe words, made a great clamour, and ſaid, 
My dear child, it ſhall never be; he deſerves hanging, for an 
Ill. Conditioned brute as he is. 1 is unworthy of ſuch a 
What cou'd he have done more, 


a fine paſs truly, if you muſt be ſet down by the words of 


a little paultry merchant. Theſe ſort of fellows, you muſt 


know, if they have but a little money in their pockets, are 
all for a gentleman's daughter; when they pretend to ſome 


coat of arms, and ſay, I am of ſuch a family, and my an- 


ceſtors did ſo and ſo, Wou'd to God my ſons had followed 
my advice : Count Guido would gladly have taken you with- 


out a penny of fortune; yet they choſe to marry you to this 
5 jewel here: And tho” there s not a better gentlewoman, nor 
one more virtuous in all Florence, yet he was not aſham'd to 


call you whore, as if we were ſtrangers to your character. 
But, as T hope to live, would they be ruPd. by me, they 
ſhould beat him to a mummy. Turning now to her 
ſons, ſhe ſaid, I told you, as we came along, that it could 


4 * 


never be true. Vou hear how this fine brother of your's uſes 


your ſiſter: A poor ſorry fellow as he is ! was I in your place, 


hearing what he has both "ſaid and done towards her, I 


ſhou'd never leave him with life. Confound him! for a 


drunken quatrelſome villain, to have no (ſhame in him! 
HFereupon the brothers faid all the hard things they could 
think of; concluding at laſt, we forgive you this once, as you 
was drunk, but take care we hear no more ſuch ſtories; if 
we do, we'll pay off all your old ſcores, and ſo they left 
him. Arriguccio ſtood like one who had loft his ſenſes, ſcarce 
knowing whether all this was real, or only a dream, and 
from that time had no more words with his wife; whilſt ſhe 


not only eſcaped from the moſt imminent danger, but open'd 


a way to obtain her deſires, without the leaſt fear of her buſ- 
band for the time to come. e e 
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þ degree, that they could not keep from laughing 
and lng Wen it, e the king” had ſeveral 


do ſpeak ; who at Jong * this manner: 
"There s nothing, I'm perſuaded, ſo dangerous and difficult, 
that a perſon who is thoroughly in love will not attempt; 
which, tho it has been ſnewed by vaticus inſtances already 
given, yet I think will be ſtill more apparent from a ſtory 
which I am going to tell you; namely; of a lady much — 
fortunate than wiſe,” . Wherefore 1 wou'd adviſe no one to 
run the riſque of following her paths 3 becauſe neither is for- 
tune always diſpos'd, nor are all men to be blinded in the ſanie 
manner. — In Arges, an-antient city” of Hechaia, more fa- 
mous formerly for its kings than great, was a certain noble- 
man call'd Niceftratus, to whom fortune, in the decline of 
his life, had given a young lady to wife, of as great a ſpirit 
as ſhe was beautiful, nam*d Lydia. Now he being a lord of 
a large eſtate, kept great Wander of ſervants, dogs, and 
bawks, and was very fond of country diverſions.” Amongſt 
his other ſervants was a genteel young man named Pyrrbus, 
whom be valued and truſted above all the reſt; with this 
K ſhe was ſo much in love, that ſhe cou'd never be _ y 
ut 


1 


* 


but in his company ;, whilſt he (whether he did not, or 
wou'd not perceive her regard for him) ſeem'd not at all af. 


fected by it. . "This ſhe laid much to heart, and reſolving to 


make him underſtand her, ſhe call'd one of | her favourite 


» maids, whoſe name was Luſea, and ſaid to her, Laſea, the 


favours you have received from me, ſhould make you both 


obedient and faithful; take care therefore that you reveal 


what I am going to ſpeak to no one, ſave to the perſon con- 


cern' d. You ſee what a great diſproportion there is between 
my husband's age and mine, and may ſuppoſe I can 
have but little comfort with ſuch à one; for that reaſon I 


have made choice of our Pyrrhus. If you have any regard 


for me then, let him know my loye for him in the beſt man- 


ner you are able; and intreat him, on my 
would pleaſe to 
do fo; accordingly, the very firſt opportunity, ſhe took 
Pyrrhus aſide, and deliver'd her meſſage. This ſurpriz d 
him very much, as not having the leaſt notion of ſuch a 


to. come hither to me. The girl promis d to 


thing; and being apprehenſive that it might be done to try 
him, he anſwered roughly, Luſea, I can never think this 


comes from my lady; then take care what you fay : Or, if 


he did ſay {o, you could never have her orders to diſcloſe it; 


or, even admitting that, fill I have that regard formy lord, 


.abafh'd with his ſtern way of ſpeaking,” replied, Pyrrizs, I 
ſhall ſpeak at all times 
Whether it offends you or not; but, for your part, you are 


that I ſhould never offer to do him ſuch an injury: I charg 


you. then, let me hear no more about it. Lia, not at all 
Wat I am. order d hy my lady to fay, 


no better than a brute, - And the return d full of Wrath to 


ber miſtreſs, who was fit to die at hearing it; and, in a few 
days, ſhe ſaid again, You know, Luſea, that one ſtroke 


never fells an oak ; then, go once more, and tell him 


e N 


that his fidelity is at my expence; repreſent the paſſion I 


bave for him in ſuch a manner, that he may be affected 
with it; for, if he continues ſo indifferent, it will go near 


to coſt me my life. The girl bid her take courage, and go- 
ing again to Fyrrbus, and finding him in good humour, ſhe 


+ aid, I told you a few days ago of the great regard my lady 
had for you; and I gow aſſure you, that if you — 7 


the ſame reſolution, ſhe will neyer. ſurvive it: Then be per- 


ſuaded, or I ſhall eſteem you the greateſt fool. in the world. 


What an honour will it be to have the love of ſuch a lady 


* 


you 


part, that he 


you a moſt beautiful woman, and a refuge from your nece(- 
ede. Who will be happier than yourſelf,if yoube wiſe ? Do 
but repreſent ta.. yourſelf whatever an ambitious heart can 


 defire,; all will be your's, Open then, your underſtanding 


to my words, and remember, that fortune is wont to come 


once in our lives to us with cheerful looks, and her lap full 


of favours; jf we turm our backs on her at that time, we may 
thank ourſel ves ſhould we be poor and miſerable all our lives 
after, You talk of honour and fidelity; there is ſomething 
indeed in that plea among friends: But with regard to ſer- 
vants, in ſucha caſe, they may do juſt as their maſters would 


behave to them. Can you imagine, had you a wife, daugh- ' 


on ſuch nice terms of duty, and all that, as you now do to his 
wife? Lou can never be-fo fooliſh, but you muſt believe, 
that if perſuaſion was ĩneffectual, he would make uſe of force. 
Let us ſerve them, therefore, as they would ſerve us; make 
uſe of fortune's kind offer in your favour: For, depend upon 
it (ſetting aſide the conſideration of hat may happen thro” 
your refuſal to the lady) if you do not, you'll repent the 


longeſt day you have to live. Pyrrbhus, who had made fe- 


veral reflections on what ſhe had aid before to him, and had 
reſolved to make a different reply if ever ſhe came again, as 
being not averſe to the thing now, provided he could be af- 
ſur'd ſhe was in earneſt, made anſwer, Luſea, This is all 
true, I confeſs ; but yet as my lord is a very wiſe and pro- 


vident perſon, and as I am intruſted with the management 


of all his affairs, I am afraid that my lady only does this to 


try me: Three things then there are, that I require of her 


for my own conviction; after which I will obey all her com · 


mands. The firſt is, that ſhe kill my lord's favourite hawk 


before his face: The ſecond, that The ſends me a lock of 
his beard, And the third, one of his ſoundeſt and beſt teeth. 
Theſe ſeem'd very hard conditions to the maid, and more fo 


to the miſtreſs; but love, who is a good comforter as well 


as counſeller, ſoon made her reſolve. Accordingly the ſent 
him word by the ſame perſon, that all three ſhould be done. 
And. farther, that as he had ſuch an opinion of his lords 


wiſdom, ſhe would undertake to cuckold him before his face, 


and make him believe it was all imaginary at the ſame time, 


Pyrrhus then waited to ſee what courſe ſhe meant to take. 


In a ſew days therefore, Micgſfratus having made a great en- 


tertainment, 
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Tainment, as he uſed frequently to do jt ft bs the clothwastaken 
7 the came into the ball richly dre, and theres, i in the 
Preſence of Pyrrhus and the while compiny; we! . 10 l £ 

7 where this hawk was, and unlooſed* I 288 Fes 


da mind to take him upen her h##d}whien taking HAHN 

the jeſſes, ſhe daſh'd his brains out againſt the Wall. +4 ” 
Whilſt N= ceſtratus Was crying Güt; Alas! my dear, what 
Have you done? She took no notice, bur turn'd to the people, 


and ſaid, I ſhould ſcarce- revenge myſelf of A king” that was 1 


on a paultry hawk. Wu, mit? Know, char fg ie Js, 


depriv'd me of all the p} iſure I: ould-have from my 954 5 
band; for by break ofeda ) is he dpf and on Horſeback, aftet | af 
Bis favourite diverfion';* Whilſt I am left all alone; and ne. har 
glected. For which feaſon, I have long taken a reſolution | de. 
to do this tlüng ; and only waited for an opportunity to have ha 
ſo many equitable” judges preſent,” as J take you to be. wo 
The gentlemen, ſuppoling her affection to Nicgſtratus to be Q 
as fervent as her words ſeem'd to declare; laugh'd heartily ; wy 
and turning to Nie/t#atus, who ſeemed a good deal diſturb- m 
ed, they ſaid, She has done very well in taking her revenge hie 
upon the wk Bandg after a little Failtery; changed his re- {ai 
ſentment into 4 ft of daughter: Porte; apon'(@inpttfis, 7 
ſaid to himſelf, Spe has made a foble beginffng Twen ly 
grant that Enay perſevere.” The hawk being ns dl m 
patch'd, it Was net leng before ſhe happened to -beſtayi W 
with her hüsband in” the chamber; whilſt be pulliug ber A 
gently by the Hair, gave oecaſion for her to put Pyrrbuvs in 
ſecond command in execution: When taking hold of alittle 0 
lock of his beard, and laughing heartily at the ſame time, | 
ſhe pull'd ſo hard, that it brought the skin and all away ſe 
together. He gre very peeviſh at this, and was going to 9 
quarrel with ber; t ſhe ſaid, you make an angry -_ = 
| truly, : becauſe I pluck'd an hair or two off your beard; "ol 
Was not ſenſible what I ſuffer'd, when you pull'd me by the 7 
hair juſt now. So continuing their play from one word to 1 
another, ſhe took care of that tuft of the beard, and ſent 1 0 
that very day to her lover. She was more perplexed about 94 
the lf thing; but having an enterprizing genius, (and 0 
which was rendered more ſo by love) ſhe ſoon: reſolved What p 
means to ' uſe to bring that about. And as Nice/tratus had * 
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we beg. Ng 19 turn their; beads, on one "ON 15 
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eee e they t upon you? Nes, fas he, I 

Havez ang . have been g en going. to ask them the reaſon. 
Then, qugih ſbe, you. may. ſpas 
I can tell you. I have kept ff 11 00 time from you, for fear 
of diſobliging you ; but now. ex; people take notice 
of it, I can conceal it no longer. 3 = then becauſe you 


have a ſtinking, breath; I know not what: the cauſe may 


be, for it did not uſe to be ſo; but it is a moſt grie vous 
thing, as you keep a great deal of company ; & therefore 
would haye v take ſome. method or other to get 12 of 1 11 

Quoth Micgſtratus, What can it be owing to? Have. 

_ ever a: ful tooth in my bead? She aa 1 10 
may ;2andiaking hip i the window, ſhe. made him open 

His 105 0 0 and. 140. e 120 5 in . part, 15 


9 — N A 12 A vou {<a it 12 pn in your 
mouth, will. certainly decay all of the 


rag think ſo, qugth he,. and 1 approve: of. it too, ſend 
inſtantly fot an operator to draw it out. Tell me of no 
operator, fad ſhes, 11 never agree to that; it ſeems to 


ſtand in ſuch a manner, that I think I could do it my 
ſelf: Beſides, thoſe fellows, are ſo barbarous upon thoſe 
occaſions, that my heart could never bear to have yo 


under their hands; wherefore Pl — to do it myſelf; 

and, if it gives you too much pain, ps let you go 
again, which thoſe people never will do. So. getting an 
inſtrument for that purpoſe, and ſending every one out 
of, the, room, excepting her favourite maid, ſhe: ſeated 


him upon a ſtool, and lay ing hold of a tooth, whilſt the 
other kept him "faſt T a ſhe put. him to "moſt intoler 
rable pain, and at length drew it out by main force ; 


ING. keeping the 09s and producing another rotten 


Ones 
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 . breath; has very offeghye.;. and 7 in, on i when 0 


Notice of. your, par, 


; -Jourſelf. that trouble, for 


ſame ſide: I ad- 
viſe you then to have it out” before it goes any farther. 
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ae, Which ſhe had ready in her hand, ſhe ſaid to the 
poor man, who was almoſt dead, See here, What it was 


which you had in your mouth; and he believing it to be 
if, tho he had felt the moſt exquiſite-torture, and com- 


thought himſclf cur d; and having taken ſome good com- 
fortable things, and the pain being abated, went out of 
the chamber. The tooth ſhe immediately ſent to her lo- 
ver, who being now convinced of her love, held himſelf 
in readinefs to obey her commands, But ſhe, willing to 
give him ſome farther aſſurance, and thinking every hour 
an age till the could be with him, feign'd herſelf to be 


very Wt ; and her husband coming one day after dinner to 


ke her, and no- body with him but Pyrrhus, ſhe deſir'd, 
that by way of cafe to her malady, they would take her 
into the garden. Accordingly Nzce/tratns took hold of 
one arm, and Pyryrhxs the other, when they led her thi- 
ther, and laid her on a graſs-plat, under a pear-tree: And 
fitting down by her, ſhe, who had before inſtructed him 
what to do, ſaid to Pyrrhus, I have a great deſire to have 
me of thoſe pears; do you climb up into the tree, and 
get me a few. Pyrrhus immediately went up, and as 
he was throwing down ſome of the pears, he begun to 
call out, So! What are you doing there below ? Do you 
think I am blind? I find, Madam, you are ſoon recover- 
ed after your fit of ſickneſs. You had better take thoſe 
liberties in your chamber. The lady turn'd to her huſ- 
band, and faid, What is Pyrrhus talking of? He is in a 
_ dream furely. No, Madam, quoth he, I am in no dream. 
What! did you think I could not fee you? Niceftratus 
wonder'd, and faid, Surely, Pyrrbus, you are raving. No, 
Sir, he replied, I am very confident I faw you ſo and fo 
together. Quoth the lady, What can be the meaning 
of this? Was I well enough, I would actually go into 


the tree myſelf, to behold the ſtrange things that he talks 


of feeing from thence.. Pyrrhus ſtill continued in the 
lame ftory, when Nicefratus bid him come down, and 
ask d him, What it was he really ſaw ? Pyrrbus replied, 
1 thought I faw ſuch things paſs between you, as 


mould be done only in private. The man's out of his 


wits, quoth Nicgſtratus, we neither of us ſo much as 
ſtur'd from the place where we were ſitting. 750 
— 4 ; - 4 1 
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der'd more and more, and, faid, I'll fee whether this tree. 
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be enchanted or no; and as he was mounting up intq- 

the tree, Pyrrhus and the lady were got pretty. lovingly. 

together, Nicgſlratus ſeeing this, began. to call out, Oh! 
d that 


When the lady and Pyrrbus both ſaid, we were fitting 
here all the time juſt as you left us. However, he 
ſeemed to be in a violent paſſion, whilſt Pyrrhus ſaid to 
him, Now, Sir, I am convinced that I ſaw falſly my 
ſelf; as your's is the ſame caſe; for I can be poſitive 
that you were miftaken. Do but reaſon with yourſelf > 
Can it be ſuppoſed that your lady, who is the moſt vir- 
tuous and prudent of all others, ſhould ever attempt to 
do ſuch a thing before your very face? And for m 

own part, I would be cut limb from limb before ] 
could ever entertain fuch a thought, much leſs commit the 
crime in your preſence. The fault then, in this miſta- 
ken appearance, muſt proceed from the tree; for all the 
world could never have convinced me, but that I ſaw 
you and my lady together in the fame manner, if I had 
not heard from yourſelf; that we appear'd fo to you. 
Whereupon ſhe ſaid, with a good deal of warmth, Do 
you think, was I ſo looſely given, that I ſhould be ſuch 
a fool to do theſe things before your eyes? No, there 
are other opportunities enough, without your being ever 
the wiſer. - Nice/tratus believing at laſt what they both 
ſaid, came into a little better temper, and b. to talk 
of the novelty and wonder of the thing; whilſt the la- 
dy, who ſeem'd concern'd for the ill opinion he had 
receiv'd concerning her, added, Moſt certainly this tree 
ſhall never occaſion any more ſcandal either to me or 
any other woman, if I can help it : Run therefore, 
 Pyrrhus, for an ax, and cut it down, in regard to 
us both ; tho* the ax might be as well employed upon 
my husband's weak noddle, to believe his own eyes in a 
caſe repugnant both to common ſenſe and reaſon, The 
ax then was brought, and the tree cut down; upon 
which ſhe ſaid to NMicgſtratus, My wrath is over, now 
I ſee my honour's adverſary thus demoliſh'd, And he 
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r. pardon, ſhe freely forgave him; char-. 3 


ig him, uture, neyer to preſume ſuch 2 thin 
- BY who 10750 tim Im degret than her own life 
Thus the poor deluded hus and return'd with his wife 
and. Pyrrhus into the houſe ; "whore *; they had a better | 

op ortunity . of *coticluding” theit affair than under the 
| —— VIA ve all have as good fortune 25 
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00 abit 8 Sens 2 tbe ſac wwonian, one 
of whom was godfather to ber ſon : This man dies; 
and returns (according to his promiſe) to his friend, 

ind gives bim an-atcount of what Was done in the 

other world. 0 8 


Yrs after quieting the — who were ee 
© ſome concern for the cutting down of the pear- 
tree, began as follows: It is a plain caſe, that 
- * every juſt prince ought himſelf to be ty'd down by 
the TI of his own 5 and that, if he acts otherwiſe, 
he ſhou'd be puniſh'd as a private perſon: Now I am forc'd 
to fall under this very cenſure; for yeſterday 1 gave. you a 
ſubje&t for this day's diſcourſe, with no deſign of making uſe 
of my privilege, but to conform with the reſt, and ſpeak to 
it my ſelf, Whereas (beſides taking the very Kory from me 
which I meant to have given) there has been ſuch variety of 
incidents related'to the fame effect, and well told, that I can 
think of nothing myſelf worth troubling you with, after 
them. Therefore, as Pm under a neceſſity of tranſgreſin , 
àgainſt my own law, I ſubmit to any puniſhment you ſhall 
pleaſe to inflict upon me. And ſo having recourſe to my pri- 
; vilege at lat,” I ſhall relate a ſhort novel; which, tho? it 
contain fome things which we are not to credit, may not be 
| E diſagreeable 


. 
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f difagreeable for you to hear. There were ſome time ſince | 
two young men of Siena, the one nam'd Tinguccio Mini, and to 
the other Miuccio di Tura, who dwelt in the Porta Solaia, and arr 
were very intimate. Accordingly tfey uſed to go to ehurchto- 

| gether, when hearing much of r and, painsof a future cet 
Rate, and being deſirous of k >wing ſon | 0 WI 
upon that head, they promis'd each . that whoever died up! 
firſt ſhould return (if it was poſſible) to inform his friend. - - 
In the mean time, they happened both to fall in love with EX} 
the lady of Ambraogis Anſelmini This (how great foever tre 
their friendſhip was) they kept from each other, tho? for ſto 
different reaſons. Tinguccio had been godfather to one of one 
her children; and to have to do therefore with his godſon's Al: 
mother (a kind of ſiſter to him) he look d upon as one ſort of tho 
inceſt ; and upon that account concealed it from his friend, the 

| On the other part, Meuccio kept his love a ſecret, becauſe wa 
3 he knew the other lik'd her as well as himſelf. At length we 
5 | Tinguccio (as he had more opportunities than the other) hap- the 
pened to ſucceed. This was a great mortification to the kin 
friend, who {till liv'd in hopes of gaining his point ſome had 
time or other; and ſeem'd therefore to know nothing of the we! 
matter, for fear Tinguccio ſhould thwart his deſigns. Some ſett 
time after this, Tinguccio was taken ill, and died: And the and 
third night. afterwards, he came into Meuccio's chamber, La: 
Who was faſt afleep, and calld aloud to him. Meuccio a- cro 
-woke, and ſaid, What art thou 2 He replied, I am thy ma 
friend Tinguccio, who am come, according to our agree - rett 
ment, to bring thee tidings of the other world. Meuccio and 
Was a good deal terrified at this, but taking edurage at laſt, ley 
he ſaid, Fhou art welcome. And then he asked him, whe- mo 
ther he was a loſt perſon? When Tinguccio made anſwer: fart 
Fhoſe things only are loft which cannot be found; and if was 
that was my caſe, how ſhould. I be here? -I:mean not ſo, cer 
quoth Meuccio; but what I ask is, whether you be one of hus 
the damn'd? Not ſo (ſaid he) but yet I ſuffer great pains for in v 
ſome fins which I committed. He then inquir d, What pu- of 1 
niſhment was inflicted for every ſingle. ſin? And Tinguccio eve} 
xeſolv'd him fully in each particular. And asking farther, of t 
if he could do him any ſervice here? Tinguccio anſwered 6 or | 
namely, by ſaying prayers and/maſſes, and. giving of alms : affo 
for thoſe things are of great benefit to the deceaſed. e 
Meuccio promiſed ta do; and: as the ghoſt was offering to de- per- 


part, he rais' d himſelf up, and ſaid, I remember, my ** win 
t 
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that you had an affair with ſuch a lady, pray what is done 
to you upon that account? Of brother! he replied, when I firſt 
arriv'd in the other world, I met with a ghoſt-who\ſeem'd to 
have all my ſins by heart, and who order'd me to go into a 
certain place, where I was to do penance for them, and 
where I found a great many people Who were ſent thither 
upon the ſame ſcore. And being among them, and: calling 
to mind that particular crime you now mention (for which I 
expected ſome very great puniſſiment) I was all over in a 

tremble, altho in the midſt of a — fire. When one that 
flood by me ſaid, Pray what haſt thou done more than any 

one elſe; that thou quakeſt to this degree in ſo hot a place ? 
Alas! (Trepled) J had to do with my godſon's mother. Go, 
thou fool! ſaid he, is there any relationſhip in that, to make 
the crime worſe? This gave me ſome comfort. Aſter- 
wards (it being near day-break) he ſaid to-his friend fare- 
wel, for I can ſtay no longer with you, ſo vaniſh'd out of 
the room. Thus Meuccio was convinced, that that ſort of 
| kindred was of no account; and was leſs ſcrupulous than he 
had uſed to be in ſuch caſes, for the time to come. The 
weſt- wind begun now to breathe, as the ſun grew near his 
ſetting ; when the king (having concluded his novel) aroſe, 
and taking the crown from his own head, placed it upon 
Lauretta's, ſaying, Madam, I crown you with your own 
crown, as queen of this company; do you, as ſuch, com- 
mand what you think will be moſt agreeable to us all. Lau- 
retta being now queen, ſent to the maſter of the houſhold, 
and ordered him to have the cloth laid in the pleaſant val - 
ley ſooner than uſual, that they might return afterwards with 
more eaſe to the palace. And then directing what ſhe wou'd 
farther have done, ſhe turn'd to the company, and faid, It 
was Dioneus's will yeſterday, that our novels ſhould be con- 
cerning the devices and tricks which women put upon their 
| husbands ; and was it not that you would think I had malice 
in my heart, my ſubject for to-morrow ſhould be the manner 
of men's impoſing upon their wives, But ſetting this aſide, let 
every one think of the ſtratagems which are in daily practice 
of the women to the men, or of the men to the women; 
or laſtly, of one man to another: And this, I think, will 
afford as agreeable matter for diſcourſe, as what we have had 
to- day. And upon this ſhe gave them their liberty till ſup- 
per-time. The company then aroſe, and vrhilſt ſome 
went to waſh their feet in the cool ſtream, others took 
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à walk upen the green turf, under the cover of the ſpreading . 
trees, and Dioneus and Hammetta ſat ſinging together the 


ſong of Palamon and Arcite. Thus all were agreeably em- 
ploy d till ſupper; when the tables being ſet forth by the ſide 


of the baſon, they ſat down to the muſick of a thouſand 


birds, their faces fann'd all the time with cool refreſhing 
breezes, coming from the little hills around them; whilſt 
they ſupp d with the utmoſt mirth and ſatisfaction. Taking 
a walk afterwards round the valley, before the ſun was quite 
ſet, they begun their march back to the palace, (talking all 
the way of a thouſand different things, which had either oc- 
curr'd in this day's diſcourſe or the preceding) and arriv'd 
there about dark night. When refreſhing themſelves, after 
their walk, with wine and ſweet-meats, they fell to dancing 
by the fide of the fountain; ſometimes, for variety, to the 


ſound of Tinderus's bag-pipe, and ſometimes to other more 


muſical inſtruments. At length the queen call'd upon Philo- 
mena for a ſong, who accordingly begun the following: 
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Such my defire to meet my'love, oo 
That I with eager tranſport fr. 

But wwby your long unkind dels 
Tlaull me my fwain, O tell me tub. 
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Dye joys I from your converſe fiel,. 
V pw of language can expreſs; © 

N dilſt your commanding ſmiles and voice 

TCTLonppire with mutual aid tobleſs. 1 


Say then, my life! when ſhall I meet, © 
And former vews of love renew? 


8 Soon come the time, be lung your lay; 
Vero all my wiſhes peint to uus. 
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k Auſpicious crowns my fond defires s 


: ©", Then haſte, fly quick tomy embrace * 
a That pleaſing hope my ſong inſpires. 


This ſong made them all conclude, that Philomena had 
| ſome love-affair upon her hands; and, by her manner of 
expreſſing herſelf, it ſeemed to be in a fair way of taking 
effect: But when it was ended, the queen (remembring that 

the next day. was a faſt) faid, Gentlemen and ladies, I muſt 

let you know, that to-morrow, being Friday, is to be ob- 
ſerved as holy; for you may remember, that when Nez- 
pbile was queen, we wav'd our diverſions on that day, and 
ſo we did on Saturday. Wherefore I think it proper to 
days to our devotions. This Was agreeable to the whole 
company; and a good part of the night being now ſpent, 
ſhe diſmiſſed chem, and they retired toe their reſpektive 
re r and s us 3-4, 
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SSA HE rays of the: riſing ſun deten now to 810 
d the” tops” of the higheſt mountains, and the, 
2 ſhade of the night was Withdrawn from the 
G02 =o earth, when the queen and all her company a- 
: 7 "rofe on Sunday morning; andafter taking a plea- 
ant walk along the meadows, they went about the third hour 
to a neighbouring chapel, where they heard divine ſervice, 
And being returned to the houſe, and dining cheerfully 
afterwards, they fell to ſinging and dancing as uſual : when 
it was order'd, that ſuch as had a mind to repoſe them- 
ſelves might. After the ſun had paſs'd the meridian, they 
all met again by the fountain-ſide ; bil Neiphile, by the 
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order to give it his wife for 2 bim 4 N 

15 be after ward tells Gaſparvolo, whilſt; ſbe 2085: pre- 
ent, bat he had K it 5 N 71 aclnocu- 
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e E I N G it is my fojtane to begin to- day with 
SS 15 novel, Tam content fo do ts. 2 | as we 


that I m Ty to 2.5 him for it, or to 2 that the » way not 
rightly ſerv'd, No; 1 rather eg him, and think 
ſhe had no more than was her due. 1. 5 to ſhew, | 
that the men know how to ede us "el occaſion, in 
like manner as our ſex does them: The. to ſpeak more 
properly, this cannot be called deceiving fo much, as mak- 
ing a deſerved return; for 2 woman ought to de virtucus 
and chaſte, and to hold her honour as dear as Hex life, And 
tho? our frailty is ſuch, that we cannot always 6 upon dur 
guard, yet] think that woman ought to be burnt that warps 
for hire. But where loye is in "the caſe, whoſe force. you 
know is, very great, ſome. rains of allowance ſhould be 
made, as was ſhew'd a few days ſince by Phat oftratus, = 
the ſtory of Madam Philippa di Pr ato, —— + » here Vd 
2 "Milan A ſoldier, who Was a German, and his fame wass 
ulfardo ;.. one of a good petſon, and very krüſty td ſuch 
as retain'd him in their ſervice, as the e generally, 
ate; and becauſe he was always very punctual! in his pay- 
ments, he found a great many merchants reach dt any time 
to lend im any ſum, for a ve Tmall' profit,” Now he 
had plag'd his, affections on a ap call'd Ambrigga, Wife to 
a certain rich merchant, 555. d G4 arvalo, who 'was His old 
friend and acquaintance. | 5 Nod colin this affair" 'with 
ſuch caution, that neither the husband nor any þn& elfe had 
the leaſt ſuſpicion. about it, he took an opportunity one day I 
of, declaring his mind to her, when ſhe promis'd to comply 
Dd4 | upon | 
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upon two conditions; namely, that it ſhould be kept ſe- 


cret, and, as ſhe had occaſion for two hundred florins of "= 
gold, that he ſhould fi upply her with that ſum. Gulfards 
was ſo provok'd at this ſordidneſs, that his love was chan- 


ged into rage and contempt ; and he reſolved therefore t 
put a trick upon her. Accordingly he let her know, that 
he was ready at all times, to do that or any thing elſe 


which ſhe deſir d; and that ſhe ſhould ſend him word, 


when ſhe would have him wait upon her with the mo- 


ney, promiſing to bring only one friend, in whom he put 


entire confidence, and who was his companion upon all 
occaſions. She was content, giving him to underſtand, 
that her. husband was to ſet out in a few days for Ge 
naa, and that, as ſoon as he was. gone, ſhe would take 


care to ſend for him. In the mean time, Gulfardo. went 


to Gaſpervolo, and ſaid, Sir, I have an affair of conſe- 
quence upon my hands, which requires me to raiſe two 


| Hundred florins of gold; if you will advance that ſum, 


T1! allow the utmoſt gratuity. Gaſparwole readily ; agreed 
to it, and told him out the money. In a few days after, 
he ſet out for Genoa, as the lady had ſaid, who imme- 
diately ſent word to Guifardo to come, and bring the 
two hundred florins, Accordingly he took his friend a- 
long with him, and went to her houſe ; when, the firſt 
thing he did, was to give her the money before this per- 
ſon; ſaying, Madam, you will keep this, and give it to 
your husband when he returns. She received it, (never 


| thinking why he ſhould ſpeak to her in that manner, but 


ſuppoſing it was becauſe he would have his friend to know 


nothing of the matter) and replied, I will; but firſt, let- 


me ſee what money there is. So ſhe turn'd it out upon the 


table, and found there was juſt two hundred florins ; when 


locking it up with a ſecret ſatisfaction, ſhe came and ſhew'd 


. tim into the chamber. - * And he continued his 


viſits to her during ber husband's being at Genoa: Upon 


whoſe return he went again to the houſe, and finding him 
with her, he-faid in her bearing, Sir, the money you 
was ſo kind to lend me was of no ſervice, becauſe I could 


not compaſs the thing on the account of which I borrow'd 
it: Therefore I brought it back immediately to your 
wife. _ Pleaſe then to cancel my account. N ang 
e's. to ber, and kt, 11 * had receiv'd g 


She ſeeing the witneſs preſent, knew not how to deny 


it; and fo ſhe faid, Yes, I received it, and forgot to cell | 


u. Then, quoth h he, I am fatisfied, go 


away in God's 
name 3 II take care t croſs the book.” 80 Gulfards 
away. well | ** g 


her husband the price of her ung and the ar 


Jover gain d his Point without a 
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The EIGHTH DAY. 


OY EL. . 


The parſon of Varlingo receives favours from a V- 
man of bis pariſh, and leaves his cloak in pawn 
for them. He afterwards borrow'd a mortar of 
her, which be return'd, and demanded bis cloak, 
anhieb be ſaid be bad left only as a token. She mu- 
times, but yet is forced by ber busband. to ſend it. 


HE all thought that Gulfards had ſerv'd the 
"ES ſordid! ee lady, Fer july; when the 


queen turm d With a, ſmile towards Pamphilus, 
and bid him follow. : "Who. erefore ſaid, And 


I mean t0 relate 2 chert ſtory touching thoſe 


people who are continually doing us injuries, without our be- 
ing able to come at them, in the ſame manner at leaſt as we 
are affected; I mean the prieſts, who ſet up their ſtandard, 
and publiſh a general croiſade againſt our wives; thinking, 
when once they bring any of them under their ſubjection, 
that they have done as meritorious an action, as tho they 
led the ſultan captive frem Alexandria to Avignon, Now 
we of the laity cannot return the like to them; tho we 
ſhould do well to revenge what is ſo done to our wives, with 
as gocd a will, upon their mothers, ſiſters, and other rela- 


tions. I ſhall tell you therefore, of a country amour more 


divexting, in the concluſion eſpecially, than long; by which 
you may reap this benefit, namely, to learn that thoſe peo- 
ple are not always to be regarded. At Varlingo, a village 
not far from this place, liv'd a young healthful prieſt, who, 
tho not very * at reading, yet was he uſed port 
ort 


Le 
ws 


Novrl. II. The EIGHTH)DAY I 


forth under an elm · tree every: Sunday; . regaling the people 
there with many good and rin diſcourſes. And as to the 


women, no prieſt ever gave them better attendance; for he 


was daily carrying them preſents of babe, holy. water, and 
candle- ends; when he would alſo give them his bleſſing. 
Amongſt all his pariſhioners none pleas'd him fo well as 
woman / call'd! Belcolore, wife to à certain labourer, 
whoſe name was Bentivegna del Maxxo; ſhe in truth was a 
tight, handſome, brown woman, and could: ling and 'play 
upon the virginals, or lead up a dance as well as any laſs in the 
country ſo that our prieſt was out of his wits almoſt a- 
bout — All day long would he go fauntering about to get 
_—_— her; and on Sunday, when ſnie was at prayers, he 
quaver out his riet and his Sanfus's, like an aff 
was braying, to let her ſee that he was a maſter of mu- 
if ſhe happened not to be there, he made no ſueh 
yet be manag'd ſo, that neither the hudband nor 
any - of the-neighbours perceiv d it. The better to gain her 
favour, he was every now and. then ſending her preſents: 
One day, a bunch uf leeks, the fineſt in the country, out 
of his /n garden, tilłd with his own hands; another time 
a basket of peaſe, and onions or ſcallions, as the ſeaſon ſervd. 
And when he faw-'an opportunity, he would give her à 
glance or two from a corner of his eye, whilſt ſhe ſeem'd all 
the time not to take his meaning; fo that Hicherto it was 
all labour loſt. Now one day it happened, as he was id- 
ling about, that he met the Ain Who was driving an 
aſs: loaden 'beſirs him, when he accofted him, and ask'd, 
| Whither he was going? Why truly, Father,” he |replied; 
I'm going about ſome buſineſs to the city, and I carry theſe 
things as a preſent to Signor Boxatori da Gengſtreto, for him 
to enter an appearance for me, and to ſtand my friend in a 
cauſe 'that I have before the judge. The prieſt ſeem d 
pleas d, and ſaid, Son, you're in the right: Go, you have | 
my bleſſing; and make haſte home; and if yeu ſhould” fee 
Lapuccio or Naldino, don't forget to tell them to bring home 
my leathern ſtraps. '- The honeſt man promis'd to take care 
of his errand, and ſo went on towards Florence, whilſt the 
prieſt thought this a fit opportunity to go to the wife, to 
try what he could do with her : Accordingly, he made no 


tp till t came thither, and entering into the houſe, he 


e God pleß you all here; who: wn? Bev. 
| bore 
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lere was gone up fairs, and when ſhe heard him, ſhe ſuid; Tou 


are welcome, Sir; but what are you doing: abroad in the 
vety heat of the day? The prĩeſt replied, As God hall ſave 
me, I came to ſpend a little time with you, finding that 
your husband is gone to the city. $6 ſhe came and ſat 


down, and began to pick ſome cole- ſced, which her huſ. 


band had juſt been thraſhing, when he ſaid, Ah, Belcolore: 
muſt 1 x rae die for you in this manner? She laugb'd, 
and replied, Pray, what harm have I done you? Vo 
have done nothing to me, anſwered he, but you will not 


ſuffer me to do you what I wiſn. Go, go, quoth ſhe, What 


do the prieſts then mind ſuch things? Why not, quoth he, 
as well as other people? Well, and what will you give 
me then, ſaid ſhe, for I know you are all a5covetous as the 
devil? Why, ask what vou will, he replied, à pair of 
ſhoes, or a top-knot, or a girdle, or any thing elſe that 
vou like. Father, anſwered ſhe, I want none of thoſe things; 
but if yqu love me as you ſay, do one thing for me, and 
I dall be at your ſerrioe. Say What it is, quoth the 
prieft, and be aſſur d I ſhall do it moſt willingly.” On 
Saturday then, ſhe! faid, I muſt go to. Florence, to carry 


ſome yarn. home which I have ſpun, and to get my wheel 


mended; and if you will lend me five pounds, Which 1 
know you have, I can redeem from the broker my beſt 
gown. and petticoat, which I have been forc'd to pawn, 
and for want of which I am not able to appear upon any 
Saint's Day, and you will then find me always ready to 
— * 7 As I hope for a good harveſt, quoth the 
: have 


not fo, much about me, but I will take care 


. van have it before that time. I know you all, ſhe 


replied, to be great promiſers, and that you never think 


of performing what you ſay. Do you mean to ſerve 
me as you did Billuaa, whom you chous'd and gave 
nothing to, and fo ſhe became a common woman at- 
terwards? No, I'll make no ſuch bargains. If you have 

not the money in your pocket, go and fetch it. Alas 
quoth the prieſt, never ſend me home at this time; you ſee 
there's no body here now, perhaps when I return there 
may; ſo that we can never have a better opportunity. 
Very well, ſaid ſhe, you know my reſolution, either bring 
the money, or elſe go about your buſineſs, The prieft, 
; perpaving that her intention Was not to comply withoat a 


fa lyum 
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ſalvum me fac, whereas he Was ſor having dit ſine n 7; 
ſaid, Seeing you. will not take my bed, -behold 1 

you this cloak as a pledge. The cloak I quoth ſhe, pray 
what is it worth? Worth l anſwered the prieſt, I would 
have you to know, that it is made of a fine ſerge; 8 
there are ſome of our people that call it a broad cloth ; L 
bought it frfteen days ago only, of Otto the fripperer, 4.2: 
it coſt me ſeven pounds; and Buglietto tells me, whom 
you'll allow to be a judge, that I got five ſhillings at leaſt 
by the bargain "Ay did it lie you in ſo much, ſaid ſhe? 
I could never have thought it; 2 give it me firſt. do 
being a little impatient, he threw off his cloak and 

it her, whilſt ſhe lock d it up, and ſo bid him follow her 
into the barn, Where they were ſome time together. 
At length he was forc'd to flink home in his caſſock, 
when he began to repent of what he had done; and 
conſidering with himſelf, that all his vails and offerings 
for the whole year would not amount to five pounds, 
he was contriving how to get it back for nothing; when 
he thought of the following ftratagem : For the next day, 
being holiday, he ſent a boy to her houſe, deſiring her to 
lend him her ſtone-mortar; adding, that he had two 
neighbours to dine with him, and he intended to make 
them ſome green ſauce. So ſhe ſent it. And about din- 
ner-time, when he. expected that ſhe and her husband 
would be ſet down together, he call'd his clerk, and 
faid, Do you go, and take this mortar. to Belcolore, telling 
ber, that your maſter gives her many thanks, and deſires 
ſhe would ſend the cloak which the boy left by way of to- 
ken. Accordingly the clerk carried the mortar, and found 
them at table, having juſt din'd, when he deliver'd his 
meſſage. Whilſt ſhe hearing him demand the cloak, was 
going to make a reply ; but the husband put on an- angry 
look, and faid, How came you to take any tokens from 
our prieſt ? I have a good mind to hit you a ſlap on the 
face for ſo doing. Return it, I ſay, directly, with a pox 
to you; and let him want what he will of our's, I charge 
you never to ſay him nay. Upon this ſhe went grumbling _ 
to the preſs for it, and giving it to the clerk, the faid, Tell 
your maſter the prieſt, that I ſay he muſt expect no more 
fayours from me. So he deliverd it with thoſe very 
words, Upon which the prieſt laugh'd, and ſaid, When 

you 


1 


* un + EIBH DEH Ax. 
ſes her, om tell her, that I deſire none at 

Teh rate. : gi the huskanl magin'd, charts | 

ſpoke in that manner, becauſe he had juſt been quarr 

| with her; for which reaſon he was under no concern a- 

it it.? But ſhe: continued ſo provok d, that ſhe would 

never ſpeak to the prieſt from that time till. the time of 

i vin When, after td the had long threatened to ſend him 

| to the devil, he found means to pacify her at laſt, with 

ſome new wine and cheſnuts. And they had many 4 mer- 

. Ty-bout together afterwards; and inſtead of the five pounds, 


: he tun d her virginals for her, and made her a ſong, with 
which ſhe Was content. MY ene 1 & errand 
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cler. ling das > Plies ey Wage 
to look for the. Heligtrope ; and Calandrino returns 
laden with ſtones, as ſuppoſe ing that be bad found It. 
en this bis avife ſcolds bim, and be beats ber far 
it; and then” tells pw N mom hae: 122 6 
_ Petter that eee dh 
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9A 728 H E pes laughs immoderately at Panphitad 3 
novel, When the queen turn'd to Ez, who 
And begun 3 in this manner: I do not know whe- 

ther I. ſhall be able to. divert. you as much with 
my ſnort novel, tho' it be true as well a8 c 
Ae as » Pamphilus bas done with his. But yet PII tr 
Inn our city, abounding always with: people of 1 
rent tempers and nations, there dwelt not long ſince a pain- 
ter call d Calandrine, a ſimple ſort of man, and one chat dealt 
much in novelties; who wWas often in company with two of 
the ſame profeſſion; | the one nam d Bruno, and the other 

Buffalmagco, both ſacetious merry perſons, tho” otherwiſe 
ſubtile enough; and they lik d to be with this man on ac- 
count of his oddities. There liv'd alſo in the ſame city, 
the moſt agreeable and artful young man, in every thing be 
undertook, that "could be, call'd Maſo del Saggio, who, 
hearing much of Calandrinos ſimplicity, wanted to divert 
himſelf at his expence, by impoſing ſome monſtrous ſtory 
upon him, as a thing very ſtrange and uncommon. And 
finding him by — one th in * Jaume church, and 

| obſerving 
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obſerving him very attentive in looking on the carv'd work 


and painting of the tabernacle, which was juſt put over the 
high altar, he thought he had now ſuch. an opportunity as 
ey came near to the place, where he was fitting by hin- 
f, .and pretending not to ſee him, began to reaſon toge- 
ther upon the, virtues of different ſtones, whilſt Aaſo ſeem'd 
to talk as well upon the ſubject, as tho? he had been a pro- 
feſs d lapidary, Galandrino ſoon, begun to liſten to this, and 
finding they had no particular buſineſs, he got up and joined 

them. This was what the other wanted; and as he was 


going on with his diſcourſe, Calandrino ask d him where 


theſe ſtones were to be found? Mao replied, The greateſt 
part are to be met with in Berlinzone, near the city of Baſ- 
obs, in a country call'd Bengodr, where they tie the vines 
with ſauſages, and you may buy a gooſe for a penny, and 
have the gollings into the bargain ; where there's alſo a 
mountain of grated Parmeſan cheeſe, and the people that are 


upon it do nothing elſe but make cheeſe- cakes and macka- - 


toons, which they boil in capon · broth, and keep conſtai ot 


throwing down from thence, when thoſe that can catch 
moſt have moſt: And there's a river too of the beſt Malm- 


c wine that ever was taſted, without one drop of water. 

Surely, ſays Calandrino, that muſt be a fine country indeed! 
what becomes of the capons after they are-boil'd ? O, quoth 
the other, the people there eat them. Then, faid Calan- 
drino, Was you ever there? Mafo replied, Was I ever there, 


do you ſay ? If I have been there once, I have been a thou- 
ſand times. Quoth Calandrino, and how many miles is it 


off? He replied,” Many thouſands. Then, ſaid Calendrino, 
it is farther off than the Abruzz7z. But a trifle, ſaid the o- 
ther. Whilſt Calandrino obſerving; that he had told all this 
whole tale without changing countenance, or ſo much as a 


ſmile, held it all for truth; and be added, Believe me, Sir, 


the journey is too great, or elſe 1 ſhould like to go and 
-fcramble for thoſe mackaroons. But are none of the preci- 
ous ſtones you was ſpeaking of in that country? Mas re- 


plied, Two there are, which are found to be of great virtue: 


One of theſe, which comes from Montiſcr, 'they make-into' 


mill-ſtones, which will produce flower of themſelves. 


Whence they have a faying, That Grace comes from Gad, 


and Aill-Nones from Montiſei; ſuch plenty there is this, | 
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and yet they ate as lightly eſteemed” among üs, as enicralds 
are there, whereof they have whole mountains, which ſhine! 
Benne night long. Now, theſe mill-ſtones they fer 3 
n rings, and ſend to the Sultan; who gives them, in tre. b 
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nest to me now as he has been all this morning, 
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Beſides, many people are now abroad, who ſeeing us em- 


i oe 


ploy'd in that manner, may gueſs at our buſineſs, and per- 


haps get.the tone before us, and. we loſe all pur Jabour, So 
that we had better £0 about it in the morning, When we can 


9 


more Ray fink colours; and on pak £4 decauſe 
there will be no body to ſes us, They agreed, to go out 


then on Swngey. morning; and in the mean time he de, 


fir'd they would ſpeak of it io no one, becauſe it had been 
told him as a ſecret. He afterwards let them know what-he 
had heard of the country of Bengadi, ſwearing, that every 
word was truth. As ſoon as he was gone, they agreed. be- 
tween themſelves what to do; whilit he was very impa- 


tient till Sunday came, when he aroſe by day-break, and 


called upon them; and going thro” St. Galb's gate, they went 


into the plains of Mugnone, and begun to look for this ſtone, 
Now Calandrins ſtole along before the other two, skipping 


from one place to another, where he ſaw any thing of a 
black ſtone, and putting them all into his O Rets. „And 
whilſt his companions were picking up here a one, 


2 


A f $242 ; 1 4 5 | 
had tuck'd up for that purpoſe with his belt, f 8 Wbereupon 


they ſeeing him laden, and it being now dinner - time, one 


_ Kiid to the other, where's Calandrino? I don't know, quoth 


the other, but he was here juſt now. Then, ſaid the firſt, 
I ſuppoſe he is got bome. to his dinner, and has left us here 
upon a. fool's-exrand We are rightly ſerv'd, replicd 
the ather, for being ſo weak to believe him. Who but aur 
ſelves could ever have thought of finding ſuch ſort of ſtanes 


here? Calandring hearing what paſt between them, took it 


for granted that he had the true ſtone, and ſo was inviſihle: 
And being ayer and above rejoic'd, he reſolv'd to gg home 
without | ſpeaking a word, leaving them to follow if they 

8 hehe ts intent, fi. $0. Brow, 
What muſt we do? Why don't we go likewile? Bruno re- 


, 


plied, What ſhould we ſtay any longer for? But 1 vo and 
proteſt he ſhall put no more tricks upon me; and 9 he as 
eit NE 192 | £ 5 K . 

bl 


. 


give him ſuch a knock upon the heel with this, pebble, tbat 


de ſhould have cauſe to remember it; and as be yas {peaking 


the words, he hit him a ſtfoke which made him jump a- 


gain z, yet Colangrine held his peace, and got along as faſt as 


Jet #1719 Held IS Peace, ; BUG BOK along & falt 
hg a4 ci »Buffalmacco then taking another None, ſaid, And 
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they kept NATION all thewa {Oi * hog! 32 tothe pats of . Gallo | 
when RR the reſt of 74 Roe Jow. ns, they let. the 
par! into lp ef 1 ir Wha 1 19 695 thing, Auch ker fi wh. 
paß 85 2s tho d not, ſex do he went 0: ; Ke | 
out Roping to 1 ah books ; which was nes 1 ls 
.. and fortune. Was 10 favour 1 1 5 jolt of 1 t irs, that no 
body .fai 5 2 25 to 8 al 1 4 city ; 1 55 1 Ns 
ſaw but fe y berſons they. Wer Ki Jy; ab... Ss 
Comin 8. wa, loade d met. his x; the 10h 6 » 
fates,” who MEER 2 h long Way. fe YR 
A a violet 10 75 fayings. The devil ſure 3 ite 
that he! never come.. home till every bo 28 has dig d. ” 
| WR ben he heard, and being ſenſible that h 8 Was 
ſeen, he d un, full of wrath and nene, fo. 55 a, 
thou wicked \ woman, art thou there? Thau, haſt. 
me; byt III be reyeng'd on thee. for it. And N 
down all his. \ Hagen, | he ran violently at t het, id beat, ber 
moſt un mert ly: In the mean, time his twa friends,. aft 
they. had laug hd little with. the 2ards ; at the ga 
hun at a Al to his bouſe 3, A uf be being at Ges 
him beating of his wife: An d . as tho 
come tha they call'd-aloud to him, hk, 
ſweat, and weary, look'd out ofthe window, and | 
come up : This they did ſeemingly much out of temper, a = 
ſeeing the ſtairs cover'd with ſtones, and ſhe beaten 
and bruiſed in one corner of the room, and he in an- 
other, all unbutton'd, and like a man quite ſpent, they ſaid, 
Why, how now Calandrino / What are you Ry > to build, 
that you make all this preparation? And you am, bow 
comes it to paſs that you are ſo miſus'd ? ” But he, quite fa- 
tigued, and vex'd alſo for his ſuppos'd loſs, wasable to make 
them no anfwer, Whereupon Buffalmacco ſaid again, Ca- 
landrino, if thou wert angry With other perſon, yet thou 
oughteſt not to have made à jeſt of . * have done, in 
leaving us vonder like 4 couple o here you car- 
ried us to ſeek for a precious ſtone, ad: n went away a 
without ſaying a word: But aſſure e pourſelf, you ſhall ſer ve 
us ſo no more. He replied, after much ado, My friends, 
don't be in a paſſion; the caſe is different to what you ima- 
gine. Indeed, I found the ſtone; and obſerve, I pray, if 
it was not ho When you enquired after me the firſt time, I 
 wasthencloſe to you; — as you was coming away with- 
out * me, I then walk'd before you 3 and relating every 
\ "WES + , thing 
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ing that they had id and done upon it, he added, and as 
Wa coming thro” the” gate, loaden with theſe ſtones, the 


Beſides, 'T met with divers of my friends 1 in the ſtreet, 


who are continually” teazing me to go in and drink with 
them, but not one of them ſaid a word, becauſe they ne ver 


faw me. At laſt, when I came home.” T. met with this 
curſed woman here, who fitaightway ſaw me, becauſe 'wo- 
-men, you know, make every thing lofe their virtue; and 
o I, who was on the point of being the happieſt | man in 
Florence, am aw the moſt unfortunate ; and *twas upon that 
account that I beat her, and I could tear her to pieces for it: 


And he was going to beat her over again: Whilſt they ſee- 


ing all this, ſeem'd to wonder very much, and begun to af- 
firm the ſame thing, tho they were fit to Jie with laughing, 
But when he was going to beat her a ſecond time, they in- 


terpoſed, telling him, that ſhe was not to blame in the caſe, 


for that he ſhould have given her notice to keep out of the 
way all that day; and that this was owing either to his ill 
fortune, or elſe it was a judgment upon him for deceiving 


his friends; for after he knew that he had found the ſtone, he 


ought to have told them of it. At laſt, with great difficulty, 


they reconcil'd them together, leaving him * 1 out of 
forts, 83 his houſe 1 of flones. 


— 
— 4 
* 
3 
4 


parts tho they examine every one, let me þals unmoleſt- 
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8 cee e tums to „ Fon, whe: "i | 
& this" manner: It will appear from our preved- 
< ing novels, that the prieſts, friers, and the reſt of 
the clergy have contributed their full ſhare to 
our + diveetion But as ſo much can hardly be ſaid, but ſome- 
thing may abe added, I ſhall therefore tell you a ſtöry of a 
certain provoſt, who had a mind to make a lady love bim 
whether ſhe would or no, and who aceordingly tréated him 
as he deſerved. Hole, the ſummit whereof yo may 
deſery from this place, was once a great and ancient city, and 
tho” now in ruins, had always its biſbop, and ſo has ſtill. 
Adjoining to the cathedral; in a little houſe of her own, 
lived a certain widow lady for the greateſt part of the year, 
and along with her two of her brethren, both very wor- 
thy gentlemen. Now as ſhe went conſtantly to church, it 
happened, that the provoſt fell ſo much in love with her that 
be was never eaſy but in her company; and in length of 
time he had the aſſurance to ſpeak” to her, intreating the 
ſame kind and tender regard for him. This provoſt, it 
is true, was ſomething ancient, but yet of à juvenile diſ- 
poſition: He was ſo proud alſo and haughty, and did 
every thing wich ſo ill a grace, that he was diſagres- 
ny to all the? world. This: RT particular had an 
Ee 3 utter 
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utter averſion to him ; W 


a you ſee, in my widowhood, and therefore more diſcre- 


tion will be cted from me; I muſt 
beg a. l, reblving. to have pc up ih you 
ir you mention, The provoſt, no way diſ- 

may d with one denial, ceaſed not his ſollicitations, as well 
by letters as word of mouth, every time he ſaw her at 
Church; ti Aue, growing weary of his 1mpertinence, re- 
Yoly ed” 18 I herſelf of him in ſuch a majiner as be de- 
4990 fe ſhe faw there was no other way) but pet ſhe 
Yoo nothing without” firſt conſultitig her brethren, 

when letting them know his defign upon her; and what 
ſhe meant to do, and having free leave from them, ſhe 
went in a few days to church as uſual. Accordingly, when 


he.ſaw-her come, he went famibarly ta meet her; whilft 


dhe received bim with an open countenance, and going 


purpoſely; apart with . ſhe fetched a deen ſighs" and ſaid, 
1 have often heard, Sir „that: thete is no fort ſa ſtrong but 
What may be taken, which, Lnow find to be my own caſe; 


dor ou have ſo beſet me with complaiſance and love, that 


1 ave bin forced to beak my reſolution and am now dif. 
any to bet at your ſetviee. He replied with ja. great deal 
ol cn Madam, I bold myſfalf much obliged to you; and 
to gell you the truth, I have often wondered how you could 
Haſd out ſo long, eſpecially as I never met with any thing 
like it. he fore. Nay 1 — that if women were made 
of Lalver they would not be worth a farthing, beeauſe there 
i none of them would be able to ſtand the teſt. But tell 
me, when can we be topether ? Sbe replied, Sweet Sir, it 
may be done when: ever you pleaſe, a8 I have no husband 
ta enquire after me at cnights; but I cannot think of a 
place. How ſo? he replied. Why not in your own 


houſe ? She made anſwer, Sir, you know I have two bre- 


then WhO have company moſt evening, and our houſe 
ia very Small; o that it ia impoſſible- for you to come 
thert, unleſs you cbuld ſubmit to be like a dumb perſon, 
ang in the dark alſo; if you will conſent to that, it may be 

e ä — come into my chamber 3 but yet 


1 their 8 


weib d . EIGHT N DAY. | hg 
| theifs/is-fo/ Hear” to mine, that the leaſt whiſper "is' heard. 


1 Madam), quoth he, never mind it for one bt two nights, 


till Tean think of ſome more convenient plate: Sie replied, 
Sir," that*is juſt as you pleaſe 3 but I beg of you that it may 
be 4 ne” Madam, faid he, make no doubt of that; 
but, if poſſible, let it be this evening. Sir, fays ſhe, with 
all my heart; and directing him how and when he was to 
come, ſhe left him and went home. Now ſhe had a maid 
not oder bung, and the moſt ugly creature ſure that 
erer was born; for ſhe had a flat noſe,” wry mouth, 
great thick lips, black rotten teeth, fore eyes, with 2 
complexien green and yellow like a Mulattis; beſides 
all this, ſhe was both lame and crooked, and her name 
was Ceuta, but having ſuch a miſcrable © Foutenance 
of het own, ſhe" was cal by way of derifion Ci 
tazan (i. e. Trull.) Nor was her temper one ſot more 
amiable than her petſon. 'She calPd this maid td her there- 
fore, -and'faid; Cintaxza, If thoul't do a little Job for me, 
TIl give this a new ſmock. Madam, quoth the,” vive 
it me, and III go thro” fire and water to ſerve you.” r mean, 
faid the lady, to have the lie with a man this'very night in 
my bed; but be ſure you dot ſpeak a word, for fear my 
brethren ſhould hear thee in the next room 3 and When thou 
| haſt done tft thou ſhalt! have it. To oblige ye , Madam, 
4uoth ſhe, I would lie with half à dozen. So in the evening 
the provoſt came according to their agreement, whilſt the la- 
dy's brothers were in their own room, as ſhe had directed, 
where they took care that he ſhould hear them; and the 
provoſt went ſilently into her chamber in the dark, as 
did allo Cintazza ; and ſo they got to bed together. As ſoon 
as this was done, ſhe went and fold her $800, and left them 
to do the reſt, as they had before reſolved. Accordingly 
they went ſecretly to the piazga, when fortune was more 
favourable to their deſign than they could have expected, 
for they met the biſhop coming to their houſe to make 
them a viſit, And he having told them his intention, 
they turned back with him, and ſhewed him into a 
court, as it was in the ſummer ; and after they had 
| lighted up the candles, and were ſat down together to a glaſs 
of wine, one of the young gentlemen faid, My lord, fince you 
are ſo kind to do us this favour of your own cord, whilſt. 
we were going to invite you, we deſire you would pleaſe to 
lce a 2 which we have ready to ſhew you, The bi- 
Ee 4 ſhop 


. . > 
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ſhop conſented, and ſo one of them took a, candle, and led 


the way into the chamber, where the provoſt and Cintazaa 
Were in bed, when they found them aſleep in each other's 
arms. The provoſt awoke upon this, aſnam'd and fright- 


ed to death, — hid his head under the bed clothes, whilſt 


the biſhop rallied him ſeverely, and made bim put his head 


out, that he might ſee whom he had got in bed with him. 


When he finding how the lady had ferv'd him, and being ſen- 
ſible of the utter ſhame he had incurr'd, was, the moſt de. 
jected man that could be. And having put on his clothes a- 
ain by the biſhop's order, he was ſent under a guard to his 
own houſe, to undergo a penance equal to his crime. The 
biſhop then defir'd to know how it had, happen'd, and they 
related every particular. Whereupon he highly commended 
both the lady and her brethren, who rather than imbrue 
their hands in a clergyman's blood, had dealt with him ac- 
cording to his merits, in a different manner. He order d 
him therefore a penance of forty days; but love and diſdain 
made him mourn nine days more; and for a long time after, 
he could never go along the ſtreet, but the boys would point 


at him, and ſay, Yonder's the prieſt that lay with Cintazza; 


which was ſuch a mortification, that he was almoſt diſtract- 
ed. Thus the good and prudent lady freed herſelf from the 


provoſt's importunities. and the 1 a bas a good 
night 5 an ahh the W 1-098 c 
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booked towards Philgſtratuts, and ſaids It is nov: 
ol your turn to ſpeak: Accordingly; he thus begun: 
ee A young gentleman mentioned ſome time ſince 
by Ela, viz: Maſa del Saggis makes me paſs over a; ſtory 
which I meant to have told you, in order te relate one f 
him, and certain of his friends, which, though a little un- 
ſeemly, may make you laugh nevertheleſs, and: ſo I ſhall 
venture to report it. You muſt all have heard that we haye 
often had magiſtrates come hither from the marqueſate : of 
Ancona, the moſt paltry: people imaginable, and ſo extreme 
ly miſerable and covetous, that they have brought fellows. 
along with them by way of judges and notaries, who ſeem. 
to have been rather taken from the plough- tail, or out of a 
cobler's-ſhop, than the ſchools of the law. Now there was 
a certain perſon came once 25 Podgſia, and amongſt the 
judges that attended him was one Meſſer. Niccola da fan Li- 
padia, whoſe aſpect beſpoke him rather a tinker than any 
thing elſe, and wWho | was! deputed with the reſt. of the 
judges to hear criminal cauſes. And as it happens that 
people frequently go to thoſe courts that have no buſinek,, 
fo it chanced that 725% del Saggio was there in queſt of one 
of his friends; and being where this Meſſer Niccola, was ſit - 
ting, he thought him ſome ſtrange bird that he had never 
ſeen before, and began to take a more perfect view of him. 
He had a greaſy fur. cap on, with an ink-horn hanging at 
his givila and a gown ſhorter than his under coat; but, 
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what appeared the moſt comical of all Was, that his breeches 
ame dom to his ankles, apd ye! | 
that be could'not 
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770 forget what he had come about ; and moedug with 


two of his companions, the one named Ribi, and the other 
Matter, 
them, You wil oblige me very mich if you go into 
the court along with me, for T can ſhew you the oddeſt 
figure perhaps that ever ybu {aw}; © he carried them to ſee 
the judge and his breeches. 9 as ſoon — ever they 
came into the court t fell a laughing, and obſerving, 
Kearer pp ** FA boards where rig 
feet were fo broken that a =_w Ship eaſily TRE "Ip 
and arm up; he added, I wiſh you would let u us pull — 
breeches down entirely, for Sake gude Th 
as At once-which way he meant; and 66d 
ie, they came thither-again the — Ad the 


— — judge was fitting.” 


e went 6n one fide; and took hold of his gown,” as." Nibi 


did on the-othe 
my lord, before 
to teſſore me a pait of ſhoes aach he hath ſtole from me, 
aud now denies it; tho! I-faw him in the fact, and it is 


r, and began to cry out, For God's fake, 


net à month fince he had them new ſoled. Nibi, on 


the other part bawled aloud, My lord, pray don't believe 
came . A: wallet that he had ſtole from me, he 
Hath nom trumpt up this ſtory of ſhoes, If you wordt be- 
Heve me, J can bring my neighbobr' Traces, and Graſſe the 
woman that ſells: tripes, and the perſem that ſweeps St. 
Mary's church, that aw him as be dame out of the coun- 


But Mafo made ſuch u chindur on the other fide, 


try. 
that he would not let Ribi be heard, and Rib: cried: out 


likewiſe. And as the judge ſtood up liſtening to hear what 


each had to ſay, Matttuxzo — pre gs em 
hand up between the boards, and laid 

which came down immediately, as he 
and thin about the crupper; whilſt he perceiving what had 


happened, and not knowing the reaſon, would have' pull'd 


his gown before him to — it, and he endea- 


— ca „„ Oe? Ge 
en 


of as much mour Ps Aue ſaid to 


is fellow goes away, will you order him 


is à moſt intollerable oIhain ;/ und becauſe I 


of bis breeches, 
happened to be lean 


over v. te Ef rn Dar. | 427 5 
el, , you do me 5 


2. and to turn 


court favs that he had his breech a his heels. In 
the mean time Matteuzzo had ſtole Ds undiſcoyer d; and 


Ribi thinking Alt he Nd fou, ne enpugll, aid, II ap- 


peal elſewhere for juſtice, I vow to God! And Maſs let go 
on the other part alſo, fayi ng, Some time or other, I ſhall 


find you more at leifure chan you Have Been this morning. 
Thus they parted different 92 and got out of court ag 


falt as they could? Wꝓpilſt nee ov Fe brecches 


before all the people, and. | ible. of the trick 
that had been p put u n bim, be nt n uſre. where thoſe two 
men were nec e has \ bee 5 to him about 
their ſboes and their v N "am | Hein dacht ung of them, 
he ſwore, that he would eon know if it was a cuftom at 
Fr BR ee breeches down as he was adminiſ- 
tering juſtice. 25 e alſo was in a great rage about 
it, till being told by fone of his friends that chis Was done 
only to let hin fee: the people all todlk notice, that inſtead 
of bringing judges; he had brought ſorne paltry ſcoundrels 
among them to make à better trade of it. he thought it 
beſt to hold his 1955 "And: ſo et furcher- WI 22 
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— HILOSTRATUSs bowel Was no Boes 
ended (which had made them all very merry) 
but the queen turned to Philomena, who accord- 
ingly began thus: As Philiſtratus was led to the 
s laft ſtory, by the mentioning the name of Ma- 
503 in like manner hath the novel concerning Calandrin 
and his two companions brought to my mind another relat- 


ing to the ſame perſons, which 1 think will pleaſure you. 


Who theſe people were it would be needleſs to ſay, be- 
cauſe you had enough of that before : Wherefore I ſhall be- 
gin with telling you, that Calandrino had a little farm not far 
from Florence, which came to him in right of his wife; and 


amongſt his other goods there he uſed to have a pig fatted 
every year, and ſo 
always to kill and falt it for the uſe of t 
it happened once, ſheubeing out of orger at that time, that 
he went thither by himſelf to kill this pig. Which Bruno 
and Buffalmacco hearing, and knowing ſhe was not to be 
there, they went to ſee a prieſt in the neighbourhood, a 
great friend of his, and to be with him for a few days. Now 
| he had killed the pig the very day they came thither, and 
"ſeting them along with the prieft, he called them, and ſaid, 

* are kindly welcome — I would gladly have 


u 
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tine in December he and his wife went 
ir family. Now | 
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you. ſee; What a manager I am: and, ſo taking them inta 
the houſe he ſhewed-them this pig. They aw that it Was 

at, and were told by him that it was to ſalt for his family x. 
When Bruno laid, Ga, you fool you Hv had better ſell 
it for us to ſpend the money, and en tell your Wie t& Fs 
it is ſole, No, ſaid, Calandrino, ſhe will never believe it; 


* 


0 beſides ſhe would: go near to tutn me out of doors: 


* 


trouble me then no farther about any ſuch matter, for III 
never do it. They ſaid a great deal more to him, dut alli 
to no purpoſe; at length he invited them to ſupper, but did 
it in ſuch a manner that they refuſed to go. And after he 
was gone away, ſaid one to the other, Suppoſe we, ſteal 
this pig from him to night. How as it poſſible, replied the. 

ther? O, quoth the firſt, I know well enough how to 
ed, if he don't remove it in the mean time from the 
place where we juſt now ſaw it. T hen let us do it, ſaid * 
the ſecond, and afterwards we and the parſon will make 
merry oyer it. The prieſt aſſured them that he ſhould, like 
it of all things. We muſt: uſe a little art, quoth the firſt; 
you know how coyetous he is, and how freely he drinks 
always when it is at another's coſt. Let us get him then to 
the tavern, where the parſon ſhail make a pretence of treat- 


n. 


off pretty freely, and got his doſe, and walked home be- 


4 F 4 4 


times, and left the door open, thinking that it was ſhut, 
and ſo went to bed. . Buffalmacco and Bruno, went from; 
thence to ſup with the prieſt, and as ſoon as ſupper was over. 
they took proper materials with them to get into the houſe z, 

but finding * door open they carried off the pig, and 
went to bed likewiſe. + Calandrino, as ſoon as he had ſlept 
his wine off, aroſe in the morning, and coming down 
fairs, and finding. the door open, and his pig gone, he be-, 

gan to enquire of people if they knew. any thing of the 
matter, and receiving no tidings of it he made a terrible out- 
cry, ſaying, What muſt I do? ſomebody has ſtole my pig. 
Bruno and Buffalmacco were no ſooner. out of bed, but they 2 
went to his houſe to hear what he would ſay, and the mo- 
ment he ſaw them he. roared out, O, my friends, my pig 
is ſtollen! Upon this Bruno whiſpered, him, and ſaid, 
Well, IJ am glad to ſee you wiſe once in your life. 2 
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quoth he, tis tos true. Bruno lad, Keep Nil i in the ſang 


Rory, and make a ndiſe whilſt every one believes you. He 
now began to baw!' louder, and fad, Indesd! T'vow: and 
Wear to yon that it is ſtole. Right, / quoth the other; 5 
fare you let every body hear you, tfat it may eh e 
ou think, ſaid he, that I would forfwear my} If about it? 
I be hanged this moment if it is not ſo. How is it 
bollible, -qi uoth Bruno, I ſaw it but laſt niht? never ima. 
gine that 1 can belleve it. It is ſo however, anſwered he, 
and I am undene; I know not how to go home again, fot 
my wife will never believe me, and I ſhall Have no peace 
this twelve- month. Pis a moſt unhap 
, if it be true; but you-know- T'taught you to ſay fo laſt 
night, and you ſhould” not make ſport both with x Ju 
wife and us at the ſame time: At — he began to 
out afreſh, ſaying Good God! you ou make me mad to a 
you talk; I tell onee for * that it was ſtole this vety 
night. Nay, if it be ſo, quot aumaceo, we muſt think 
of ſome way to get it Talk a — And what way muſt 
wwe take, ſaid he, to find it? upon it, replied the 
other, that nobody came from the Fades to to ſteal it ; it muſt 
be ſomewhere in your neighbourhood, and if you could get 
the people together I could make a charm with ſome bread 


and cheeſe, that would ſoon diſcover the perſon. True, ſaid 


Bruno; but they would know in that caſe what you were 
about; and the perſon that has it would never come near you. 
How muſt we manage then, quoth the other ? Oh, replied 
Bruno, you ſhall ſee me do it with ſome pills of ginger, and a 
little wine, which I'M zck them to come and dri They 
will have no ſuſpicion what our deſign is, and we can make 


a charm of theſe, as well as of the bread and cheeſe. Very | 


right, quoth the other. Well, what do fay Calandrino 


Have you a mind we ſhould try it? For God's fake do, he 


ſaick; was 1 only to know who the thief is 1 ſhould be half 


comforted. Well then, quoth Bruno, I am read 455 to $0.6 2 


Phirence for the things, if you will but give me m 
happened to have a few ſhillings in his pocket, which} he 55 


him. Accordingly Bruno went to a friend's houſe at Fh- 
rence, and bought a pound of ginger made into pills; and he 

— o pills of aloes, which had a private mark that he. 
d not miſtake them, being all candied over with ſu; ar; 
and wer 29 . a flas of good ſack alfo, he returns to Calandrino, 


o morrow you muft take care to invite every one 
— you have the leaſt 6 ſuſpicion of: Tis an holiday, and 


mey 


py thing, ſaid Bra 
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they will be glad to come, and we will pleat the chants 
to night, and bring the things to ynur houſe im the morning 
whilſt upon your; account, I, Will take care then to do and 
ſay what is neceiary; uten ſuch an nN. Bakandrixo did 
ſa j and, in the: morning he had all: che people in the pariſh 
almoſt together under an elm tree in the church hard, when 
his two friends brought the pills and wine, and making 
them ftand, round.; in..a.girgle,/ Brune ſaid ito them, Gantle- 
men, tis fit that I ſhould tell you; the ireaſan-of your being 
Cram mel. here in this Manner, to the end, if any thing 
ſhould, happen which, you dom t like, that I. be: not blamed: 
for it. Non muſt know then that Calanuriai had a pig 
ſtallen laſt night, and as ſome of the company: here mut 
haue taken it 1 he, that he may find. out; the perſon, would 
have every man take ang eat one of theſepilli, and drink a 
glaſs of wine after it; and whaeyer the guilty perſon is, you: 
will find. he won't, be able; to gat a bit; oft dotyn; Joe 
it will, taſte ſo bitter that he will be ſorctll th ſpit it out: 
So that to prevent ſuch apen ſhame her hed botter, hoer 
he is, make a ſecret confehon to the prieſt, and I will gro- 
ceed no farther. All the people preſent ſhowel n [readineſs 
ta taſte ; fo. placing them all-in order he gave every man his 
pill, 2nd coming to Calandning he: gaue one df the aloe pills 
to him, which he ſtraight way put into his mouth, and no 
ſooner did he begin to chew it, but he was furced to. ſpit) 
it out. Every one Was no attentive ab: fra ho Le Ke 
pill out, and whilſt Bruno kept going round, no 
notice, he heard ſome body ſay behind him, Hey day | what 
is the meaning of its diſagreeing ſo with Calandrino 9 When 
turning ſuddenly about, and ſeeing that Calandrino had ſpit 
it out, he ſaid, Stay a little honeſt friends, and be not too 
haſty in judging, it may be ſomething elſe that has made 
him ſpit, and therefore he ſhall try another; ſo he gave him 
the other aloe pill, and then went on to the reſt that were 
unſerved. But if che firſt was bitter to him, this he thought 
much more fo ; however he endeavoured to get it down 
as well as he could, but it Vn impoſſible, it made the tears 
run down his cheeks, and he was forced to ſpit it out at 
laſt, as he had done "the other. In the mean time Bufal- 
macco was going about with the wine; but when he and 
they all ſaw what Calandrino had done, they began to call 
out, and ſay, That he had robbed himſelf; and ſome of 
the * were d incenſed at * about it. And 


after 
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after they weite all departed; Bapulmatco faid, I always 
thought: that! you yourlelf was the tief, and that you was 
willing to make —_— lit Was flole, in order to | 
r in your pocket, as we ſhould a treat up- 
en — FRA be, who had yer he taſte of up f 
an in this mouth, fell a ſwearing that he knew nothing 
of the matter. Tell me truly then, "ſaid 'Buffalmacco,” did 
you not ſell it? This made him quite deſperate,” When 
Bruno faid, I was juft now told by one of he ompan . chat 
you. have a miſtreſs in this neighbourhood to w ou 
are very kind, and that he is eon dent you have given i to 
ber. You know you once took us to the plains of Mug - 
none to look for ſome black ſtones, when you leſt us in 
the lurch, and pretended that you had found them: And 
now you think to ſwear, and make us believe that your 
pig is ſtolen, when you have either gen it away, or 
ſold it. You have put ſo many tricks upon us, that we in- 
tend to u by you. ©- Therefore as we have 
had zuble- ir, you ſhall make us amends 
by giving us two couple of 'fowls, unleſs you mean that 
we ſhould tell yeur wife. Calandrim now perceiving that 
he was not to be believed, and being unwilling to have 
them add to his troubles, by bringing his wife upon his 
k, was forced to give them the fowls, which they took 
to Florence along with the pork, leaving him there to com- 
plain of the prog yon; gr and by EY were 
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#h certain in ſcholar i is in Ind th '6 A an He: 
lena, who bas more regard to another. perſon, and 
ſhe makes him wait a whole night for ber during the 
midſt of winter, in the ſnow. And in return be af. 
terwards contriv'd-for her to ſtand naked upon. the. 
top of a tower in the middle ef July, In: .to 97 
ſan and 1 5 manner of Ts we ; 


2 % : = 


if * E company i not t help laughing at Clan- 
} dring's ſimplicity, tho they thought it too hard 
25 for him to loſe both the fowls and pig; and the 
JG ftory being ended, the queen order'd Pampinea 
do begin, which ſhedid in this manner: It oſten 
happens" that the mockery, which a'man intends to another, 
falls upon his own head; and therefore it is no mark of 2 
perſon's good ſenſe, to take delight in ſuch practices. In our 
former novels we have made ourſelves very merry with di- 
verſe tricks that have been put upon people, where no re- 
venge has been taken; but I deſign to move your compal- 
ſion for à juſt return which a certain lady of our city:met- 
with, wholejeſt recoil'd upon herſelf, and to the hazard of 
her life, being mock d in the ſame manner: The hearing 
of which may be of great ſer vice to you, as it will be a cau- 
tion not to do the 10 we 1 10 wile if 90m have wang 
os it. 1 5 


* £ # 
1 1 | 138 
$32 2 l $ 4 1 
: #2 _ * 4 e | 
* * 
S * 
? - - 
> 5 0 
- % ; £ 


434 We EIGHT H DAT. NovzI VII. 
There liv'd not long ſince at Florence, a young ſtately la- 
dy, of a good family, as well as plentiful fortune, nam'd 
Helena, who being left a widow, had for ſome time conti- 
nued ſo, tho ſhe was courted by a young gentleman. who 
was entirely to her good liking, and by the affiſtane ber 
favourite maid they had frequent interviews togetſſ 
the mean time, a young gentleman of our city, Whe” 
long ſtudied at Paris, not for the ſake of petailing his . 
ing out by the inch, as we ſay, as many do; but only to 
know the reaſons of things, and cauſes of the ſame, as be- 
comes a gentleman : He, whoſe name was Rinieri, return'd 
to Florence at the fame time, where he was much reſpected 
both on account of his rank and learning, and liv'd as a 
worthy citizen ſhould, But, as it often happens, that per- 
ſons of the moſt ſenſe and ſcholarſhip are the ſooneſt caught 
in the ſnares of love, ſo it fell out with our Rinieri. For be- 
ing at a feaſt one day, he met with this lady cloath'd in her 
Weeds, when ſhe ſeem'd to him ſo full of beauty and ſweet- 
neſs, that he never faw any one to compare to her; and 
happy he thought the man whom fortune would bleſs with 
her as his wife. And caſting his eye towards her once and 
again, and being ſenſible that great and valuable things are 
not to be attain'd without trouble, he reſoly'd to make it his 
whole care to pleaſe her, and to gain her affection if *twas 
poſſible. The lady, who did not always look upon the 
ground, but thought full as well of herſelf as ſhe deſery'd, 
throwing her eyes artfully about her, was ſoon ſenſible if 
any one beheld her with pleatures when ſhe im 1 
took notice of Ninieri; and ſhe ſaid, ſmiling to herſelf, 
think Lam not come out to day in vai, for I ſeem to have 
taken a gudgeon by the noſe: And ſhe would give him now 
and then a glance from a corner of her eye, to let him ſee 
ſhe was pleas d with him; thinking, that the more admirers 
ſhe had, of the greater value would her charms be to that 
perſon for whom Ihe had deſignꝰd them. Our ſcholar now 
began to lay all his philoſophy aſide, and turned his thoughts 
entirely to her, and learning where ſhe liv'd; he was conti- 
nually paſſing that way, under one ptetence or other, think- 
ing to pleaſe her thereby ; and the lady, for the reaſon be- 
| fore given, ſeem' d to value herſelf the more upon it. Where · 
upon he found means of talking tu the maid, deſiring: her in- 
tereſt and intereeſſion with her miſtreſs, ſo that he might ob- 
tain — * 3 who promis d him very fully, and aueh 
: ; | ing 


N 
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dinglythe let her know it. When ſhe made the greateſt jeſt 
in the world of him, and ſaid, Obſerve now, this man is 
come here to loſe the little ſenſe that he went to fetch from 
Paris, and he ſhall have what he looks for. Go then, and 
tell him, that my love is-zqually great for bim, but that 1 
muſt ha ve regard to my honour; which, if he is as wiſe as 
he would be thought, bell like me the better for. Alas! 

r woman, ſhe knew not what it was to try ber wit a- 

gainſt a ſcholar. The maid deliver'd her meſſage; upon 
Sch the ſcholar being overjoy d, began to preſs the thing 
more cloſely, and to write letters, and ſend her preſents, 
which were all received, tho" he had no anfwer in return but 
what was general; and in this manner he was kept long in 
ſuſpence. At laſt having related the whole affair to her 
lover, and be à little uneaſy and jealous abent it, to 
convince him that his ſuſpicien was ill . grounded; and 
being much ſollicited by the ſcholar, ſhe ſent her maid 
to tell him, that ſhe had yet had no opportunity to ob- 
lige him, ſince ſhe had made a diſcovery to him of 
— love; but that the next day, being Chriftmas-day, ſhe 
hop'd to be with him; directing him to come that evening 
into her court, when ſhe would meet him there as ſoon as it 
was convenient. The ſcholar, overjoy'd-at this, fail'd not. 
of coming at the time appointed, When he was put into the 
cburt-· yard by the maid, and lock d up there to wait for the 
lady, who had invited her lover to be with her that night; 
anch after ſupping agreeably- together, ſhe let him know what 
ſhe meant to do; adding, And you may now ſee how great 

my regard is for you, as well as for him of whom you've 
been fo fooliſhly! jealous. The lover liſten'd mightily to 
this diſcourſe, being deſirous of ſeeing ſome proof of that, 
which he had only her word for. Now a great ſnow had 
fallen the day before, and every thing was cover'd there- 
with, which made it ſeem colder to our ſcholar, than other- 
wiſe it would have been; however he bore it with great pa- 
tience, expecting ſoon to have amends made him. And in 
a little time ſhe ſaid to ber lover, Let us go into the chamber, 2 
and ſee out of the window what this man is doing, of whom 
you was jealous, and what anſwers he ſhall make to the maid, 
whom T have'ſent to talk with him. So they went up airs, 


and looking out without being ſeen, they heard the girl ſay- 


ing to him, Sir, my lady is the moſt uneaſy perſon that can 
be, 1 of her brethren has happened to came to ſee her 
n Ahn | 


o K 2 PER * 2 0 
+2 og 125 9 FO 
a 
* * 


\ 


436 N. EIGHTH DAT. Nover VII. 


een 0 2 
ö 4% =. „ * 
* * 
* 


this evening; and they have had a great deal of talk together, 
and he would needs ſup with her, nor is he yet gone away; 
bat I believe he won't ſtay long, and for that reaſon ſhe has 


not been able to come to you, but will make what haſte ſhe 


can; and ſhe hopes you don't take it ill, that you're fore 
to wait thus. The ſcholar, ſuppoſing it to be really ſo, re- 
plied, Pray, tell your miſtreſs to have no care for me, till 
ſhe can conveniently be with me; but that T deſire ſhe 
would be as ſpeedy as poſſible: And fo the girl left him, and 
went to bed. Whilſt the lady ſaid to her lover, Well! 
What think you now ? Can you imagine, if I had that 


love for him, which you ſeem'd to apprehend, that I would 


let him ſtay there to be froze to death ? Thus they talkd, 
and laugh'd together concerning the poor fcholar, whilſt he 


Was forc'd to walk backwards and forwards in che eourt, 


to 


keep himſelf warm, without having any thing to fit down 
upon, or the leaſt ſhelter from the weather, curſing the bro- 
ther's long ſtay, and expecting that every thing he heard wa 


dhe door opening for him, but expecting in vain. And, 


2 


bout midnight, ſhe ſaid again to her lover, Well, my dear! 
What's your opinion now of our ſcholar? Whether do you 
think his ſenſe or my love the greater at this time? Sure, 
you'll let me hear no more of that jealouſy which you 
ſeem'd'to expreſs yeſterday ; be convinced, that I value you 
as much as you can love me. But, continued ſhe, we will 
take another look out, and ſee: whether that fire be extin& 
or no, which he us'd to write me word had 'well-nigh con- 
ſum'd him. When going again to the window, they faw 
him dancing of a jig in the ſnow, to the chattering of his 
teeth, which was occaſioned by the exceſſive cold; and ſhe 
faid, Vou ſee now that I can make people dance, without 
the muſic either of fiddles or bagpipes 3 but let us go to 
the door, and do you ſtand ftill, and liſten whilſt I ſpeak 
to him, perhaps we may have as much diverſion in that man- 
ner as by ſeeing him. So ſhe went ſoftly, and'calFd to him 
thro'. the key-hole, which made the ſcholar rejoice exceed- 


ingly, ſuppoſing that he was now to be admitted; and 


he 


Kept to the door, and ſaid, I am here, Madam, for God's 
_ fake open it. for I am fit to die with cold. She replied, 
Surely you can never be fo ſtarv'd with this little ſnow, it 
is much colder at Paris: But I can by no means let you in 
vet; for this unlucky brother of mine, that came to ſup with 


me laſt night, is yet with me, but he'll; go ſoon, and then 
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Ill come directly and open the door; it was with great dif- 
ficulty that J could get away from him now to come to you, 
to deſire you would not be uneaſy at waiting ſo long. Let 
me beg of you then, ſaid he, to open the door, that I may 
ſtand only under cover, dor it ſnows a great pace; and 
afterwards I'll wait as long as you pleaſe. Alas! my dear 
love, quoth the lady, the door makes ſuch a noiſe always in 
opening, that my brother will hear it; but Pl} go and bid 
him depart firſt; and then open it. Make what haſte you 
can, ſaid the ſcholar,” and pray have a good fire ready a+ 
gainſt I come in, for I: am ſo benumm'd, that L have al- 
moſt loſt all ſenſe of- feeling. That's impoſſible, replied. 
ſhe, if it be true what you have ſo often wrote to me, 
namely, that you was all on fire with love; but I ſee now 
that you was {ſting all the time. Have a good heart how- 
ever, for Lam going. The ſcholar now perceiving that it 
was all an inſult and mockery upon him, made ſeveral at- 
tempts to have open'd the door, looking round alſo to fee if 
. there was any other way to get out; but not finding any, 
he begun to curſe the inclemency of the weather, the la- 
dy's cruelty, and the long nights, together with his great 
ſimplicity ; and being utterly provok'd againſt her, his moſt 
violent love was changed into as rank an hatred; whilſt he 
was contri ving various methods of revenge, which he now 
long'd as much for, as he had before deſir d to be with her. 
Thus be was kept all night long; and when day-light be- 
gan to appear,” the maid, as ſhe had before been inſtructed, 
came dow into the court, and ſaid with a ſhew of pity, 
It was - unlucky, Sir, that perſon's coming to our 
houſe laſt night; for he has given us a world of trouble, and 
you are almoſt froze to death by the means: But do you 
know the reaſon? Have a little patience; for what could: 
not be done then, may be brought to paſs 1 time. I 
know very well, that nothing could have given my lady ſo 
much une The ſcholar, as wiſe as he was full of 
wrath, knowing that -threats: ſerve only as weapons to the 
perſon ſa threatened, kept all his reſentment within his own 
breaſt, and without ſhewing himſelf the leaſt diſturb'd, 
aid very rſubmiſſwely, In truth I never had a worſe night | 
in my whole life; but I knom very well that your lady is 
not at all to blame, becauſe ſhe. came to me. ſeveral times 
with a great deal of humanity, to excuſe herſelf, and com- 
fort me. And cherefore, as yo lay; what could not be 
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438 WTHEIGHTH DAY. Nover. VII, 
now, may be another time: Farewell, and pray give my 
ſervice to her. So he made what ſhift he could to get hom me, 


being almoſt dead, and threw himſelf upon the bed to get 
ſome reſt; when, upon his awaking, he found he had loſt 


the uſe both of his hands and feet. So he ſent for phyſicians, 
and let them into the cauſe, of his illneſs; in length of time 
therefore they found means to ſupple the nerves, ſo that he 
could ſtir his limbs: but had it not been for his youth, and 
the warm weather coming on. ſoon after, he Would have had 
an hard task to have recover'd.. Getting them ſound and 


well again, and keeping his enmity to himſelf, he yet ap- 
pear'd to love her as much as ever: and fortune at laſt fur- 


niſh'd him with an opportunity of ſatisfy ing his revenge: 
For her lover had taken a fancy to another lady, and turn d 


her adrift, Which gave her ſuch concern, that the ſeem' d to 
pine away upon it. But the maid, who was much griev'd, 


finding no way to e her for the. loſs of her ſpark, and 


ſeeing the ſcholar paſs that way ſometimes, had a fooliſh-no- 


tion came into her head, that he might be able to bring him 


back by ſome magical operation, of, which he was-ſaid-to be. 


a great maſter ; and ſhe acquainted her with it. The fooliſh 
lady, little thinking that had he been really a proficient, he 
would ſcarce have applied his Knowledge to do her ſuch a . 


vice, liſtened to the girl, and then bid her learn from him 


if he was willing to oblige her, promiſing any thing in re- 
turn that he ſhould deſire. So. ſhe deliver'd the meſſage, 
whilſt the ſcholar ſaid with great joy to himſelf, Thank 


God, the time is now come for me to be reveng'd of this 
woman for the injury ſhe did me in recompence to my 
great love. And he replied, Tell your miſtreſs, that ſhe. 
need gi ve herſelf no trouble; for was her lover in the Indies, 
I would bring him back to ask her pardon: But concerning 
the manner of doing it, that I will impart. to her, as ſoon: 
as ſhe pleaſes; and ſo pray acquaint her from me, with my 


ſervice. The girl reported what he ſaid, and they agreed 
to meet in St. Lucia s meadow. - Accordingly they came 


' thither, and had a good deal of talk by themſelves ; whilſt 
ſhe, forgetting how he had been ſerv'd by her, acquainted 
him with the whole affair, and deſir d his aſſiſtance. The 
other things that I ſtu- 
which I made a great 
progreſs : but as it is a ſinful practice, P vr made a reſolution 
neuer to hook it * * or any other PRs: j 


ſcholar then ſaid, Madam, among 
died at Paris was the black art, 


tho 


of 
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tho indeed Love; you ſo much, that I am mp 


me: But! 1 put you in mind, that it ĩs a more trouble» 
ſome operation than you, may imagine, either to hringa man 
back to love a Woman, or a woman to love a man; for it 
is to be. done only by the perſon concern d, who ſhould have 


a great preſence of mind; for all muſt be in the night, in a 


ſolitary place, and no body preſent; which conditions I do 


not know Whether you will be able to conform to. She, 


more enamour'd than wiſe, replied, My love for him is ſuch, 
that I would undertake any thing to have him again, who 
hath abandon'd me ſo wrongfully; only tell me wherein 1 
muſt ſhew that preſence of mind you ſpeak of. Said the 
ſcholar then to her, Madam, I muſt make an image of tin 
in his name whom you wiſn to have your's, which I fhall 


ſend to you; and immediately, whilſt the moon is in the 35 


decline, you mult, after your firſt ſleep, bathe, ſeven times 
with/it in the riyer; after which you muſt go into ſome 
high tree, or upon ſome uninhabited houſe- top; and turning 
to the north, repeat ſeyen times, with the ſame image in 
your hand, ſome certain words which I ſhall give you in 


writing; anilien. two damſels, the moſt beautiful that e- 


ver you ſaw, will appear to you, graciouſly demanding what 

ſervice you have for them to do, which you may ſafely tell 
them; taking care not to name one perſon for another; when 
they will leave you, and you may go afterwards and dreſs 
yourſelf, and depart to your own houſe, being aſſur d, that 


before midnight your lover will come with tears in his eyes to 


ins fn pardon, and from that time he'll never forſake you 
mare. The lady hearing this ſtory, began to think ſhe had 
already recaver'd! her lover; and ſhe replied, Never fear, I 
can do all this very well, having the moſt convenient place 
for the purpaſe that can be: For there is a farm of mine 
cloſe. to the river Arno, and, now I remember, there's an 
uninhabited tower not far off, where the ſhepherds climb up 
ſometimes by help of à ladder, to look for their ſtray'd cat- 
tle; there E can do what you have enjoined me, The ſcho- 
lar, who knew perfectiy both the farm and tower, and 
which was the very place that he himſelf had contriv'd, an- 
ſwer'd, Madam, I never was in that country; and — 
m unacquainted with the farm and tower you mention, but 
if it be ſa, it is convenient enough: ſo, at a proper time, 
(Roe the: whey ns the del you are to repeat; 2 
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began to appear, when 


hope when your point is ſecured that ycu will be mindful 
of me, and the promiſe you have made me. She agreed 


without fail to remember him, and ſo took her leave. 
The ſcholar now concluding that his ſcheme had taken ef. | 


fect, bad an image made, and wrote out an old tale by 
way of charm, which he ſent (as ſoon as he thought it a 


proper time) 0 her, letting her know that he would have 
it done the following night; and he went privately with 


one ſervant to a friend's houſe which was near, to be ready 
for what he had deſigned. She alſo and her maid went 
to her farm, when pretending to go to bed, and * 
ſent her” maid to ſleep, ſhe went to the river ſide, c 
to the tower, and baking round to ſee that nobody was 
he fy ſhe” fiript, and hid her cloaths under a buſh, and 
bathed herſelf ſeven times with the image, and then went 
naked to the tower with the image in her hand. The 
ſcholar about the beginning of the night had hid himſelf 


along with his ſervant in the ſallows near to the place; 


when ſeeing her go paſt him in that manner, andadmiring the 
extraordinary beauty of her perſon, he began to relent a 
little, and to have ſome thoughts of putting up the in- 
jury. Till calling to mind her unparalleled inhumanity 
towards him, and what he had ſuffered thereby, there 
was an end of, pity, and he reſolved to put his purpoſe in 


ing turned to the north, began to ſay the words which 


be had given her to repeat, whilſt he went ſoftly after 


her, and took away the ladder, waiting afterwards to ſee 


what ſhe would ſay and do. She had now ſaid the Words 


over ſeven times, and was expecting when the two .dam- 
ſels ſhould come; and ths expected ſo long titt day- light 


weary{as it was''a little cool 
withal) and ſorry alſo that it had: not happened: as? the 


ſcholar had told her; ſhe began to fay: to ' herſelf,” Perhaps 


he has a mind I ſhould paſs ſuch a! niglit, as I-had'occa- 
ſioned him to have; but he miſtakes the thing, for the 


nights are not one third part ſo long now as: they were 
then, and beſides the cold was infinitely" greater at that 
time. And ſo ſhe determined to come down before it 
ſhould be broad day-light; dat looking for tlie Ader, ſhe 

perceived it was taken away. Upon this her heart be- 
gan to fail her, and ſhe fei- dow in à ſwoon? And as 


ſoon as ſhe came to herſelf ſhe ell a kamenting, and {well 
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So ſhe mounted up into the tower, and hav- 
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ving that it was the ſcholar's doing) to wi ra bers 
fas well for giving him the provocation, as for puttin 
herfelf into his power afterwards. Looking then every w 
tos ſee if there was any other way to come deen, and N 
finding there was not, ſne [renewed her complaints, Gying 
to: herſelf, Unhappy wretch: what will thy brethren, re- 
lations, and all the people of Florence ſay, when it ſhall be 
known that thou waſt found here naked? Thy charac- 
ter will quite be loſt; and ſay what thou wilt in thy 
own vindication, the ſcholar will contradict it. Miſerable 
woman! to loſe both thy lover and thy honour at the 
ſame time! And her grief was ſuch, that ſhe was go- = 
ing to throw herſelf down headlong; but as the ſun was 
now: riſing; ſhe got to one corner of the walli to ſee if ſhe 
could diſcover any ſhepherd's boy to ſend for her ala 
when . ueber, that the ſcholar̃, who had been taking 
a nap upon the graſs, awoke and lar her, and ſhe him; 
whereupon he ſaid, Good morrow, Madam, arg the dam- 
ſels come yet? At this ſhe fell a crying moſt bitterly, and 
deſired he would come to her that they might have ſome 
talk together. He teadily obliged her in that, Whilſt ſhe 
lying down, with only her. head appearing above the battle- 
ments, began to weep and ſay, Sir, if Icauſed you to have 
a bad night, you are,ſufficiently: revenged; for (tho? it is in 
Fuly) yet I have been juſt ſtar ved to death, as I am naked: 
Not to mention my grief for the trick EL put upon you, J 
and for my own folly in belie wing you, that Ji have almoſt 
cried my eyes out of my head. W herefore I intreat youg - 
not out of any regard to me, for none is due ſtom you; 
but for your on ſake, as you are a gentleman, that, y 
would efteem what you have already made me ſuffer a ſuf- 
ficient: revenge, and that you would order my cloaths to be 
brought, and let me come down; nor offer to take that 
away from me vrhich it is not in your power to reſtore; I 
mean my bonour. For if I denied you my company one 
night, you may have it as many nights as you pleaſe in re- 
turn for that one. Let this therefore ſuffice, and, like a | 
man. of worth, think it enough that you have bad ma 
your power; nor ſet your wit againſt a woman. Where 
is the glory in an eagle s vanquiſhing a poor yielding dove? 
ben for God's ſake, aud your own honour, ſhew me ſome. 
pity. The ſcholar: found himſelf influenced by turns with 
two different motives; One while he was moved with com- 
pallion. to ſee her in that diſtreſs, but revenge and fury at 
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| length gained the 


(fuperiority,: hen he replied as -follaws 
Madam, if my prayers (tho' unattended; with teats and ſut 
g expraſſiona as yours) could have procured onhy a 
little — for me = night that I was dying in your 
court, all covered with ſnow, I could in that caſe eaſily 
hear .now' what you have to ſay :: But you may remember 
you was then with your gallant, entertaining him with my 
ſufferings: Let him come, and bring your cloaths and the 
ladder; for he will be the beſt guardian of your honour, 
who has ſo often had it in keeping. Why do not you 
call upon him then? It is his buſineſs more than ahy other 


perſon's.” And if he do not ſuccour you, whom will he re- 
gard ? Lou may now; ſee whether your love for him, or 


your great underftanding,: are able to deliver you from my 


folly ; as you Was. pleaſed to make A doubt whether that 


folly, or your love for him was greater. And concerning 
the offer of your perſon, I deſire it not, neither could you 
with - hold it from mè if I did: No, keep it all. for your 
lover; for my own part I have had enough of one night. 
— think to cajole me by ſpeał ing of my great worth 
and gentility, and would have me believe that I ſhall leſ- 
ſen myſelf by this uſage of you. But your flattery ſhall 


never blind my underſtanding, as your fair promiſes once 


did ; I now, know myſelf, and can ſay, that I never learnt 
ſo much all the time I was at Paris as you taught me in 
one night. But allowing that I am of a generous: diſpoſition, 


Vou are no proper object. Amongſt ſavage beaſts as you are, 


the end of vengeance is death; but with men indeed, what 


you ſay ſhould be ſufficient. Wherefore, alk Dom no 


cage, yet knowing you to be no dove, but rather a veno- 
mous ſerpent, I ſhall perſecute you with all my might as 


an old enemy; tha what I do cannot be calſed revenge 


ſo propetly as chaſtiſement; for revenge ought to exceed 
the offence given, whereas, conſidering how I: was ſerved 
by you, was I to take away your life, this would not be 
equal to it; nor even the lives of an hundred more fach 
women as yourſelf. For what the devil are you better 
(letting — little „which a few years will take a- 
way from you) than the Taltrieſt: cchamber-maid'?- And yet 


no thanks to you, that the life of a worthy gentleman was 
not taken away, às you was pleaſed juſt now to call me, 


which may be of greater ſervies to the world, than an hundred 


en wand Ws YR ern While the world; 
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of underſtanding, and ſcholars, and be wiſer fot thertimed 
to come, if you happen to eſcape. But if v have fuchs 
deſite to come, why dont you throw yourſelf |: tothe 
ground? By breaking your neck, if it pleaſe God, jou 
may at once eſcape the puniſument which you ſeem to 
undergo, and make ine the happieſt man in the world. So 
E have. nothing more to ſay to you but this, namely, that 
| Lchave-ſheweld you the way up to this tower; do you find 
a way, if you can, to come dawn as ireadily as you cu 
inſult me. All the while the ſcholar was ſpeaking was 
ſhe weeping; whilſt the time kept geing on, and the fury 
_ roſe higher and higher. And when be han, made an end, 
ſhe ſaid, Ah, crueł manl if that unhappy night ſtill galls 
you, and my crime appeats fo heinous, that neither m7 
youth, my tears, nor my humbleſt entreaties can move 
you; yet let this laſt act of mine alone have ſome weight 
to leſſen the force of your ſeverity; namely, my putting 
entire confidence in you, and intruſting you with my moſt 
ſecret deſigns, for without that you would never have had 
it in your power to revenge yourſelf of me, as yu de- 
fired! ſo much. Away then with all this fury, and pardon 
me this time; Iam ready, if ybu will forgive and ſet me 
at liberty, to abandon that unworthy young man, and to 
have you only for my lover and for my lord: Andiitho? 
you make light of my beauty, eſteeming it ttifling and tran- 
ſitory, yet it is what other young gentlemen would love 
and value, and you may think otherwiſe. And notwith- 
ſtanding I be cruelly treated by you, I can never think 
you would wiſh to ſee me daſh my brains out before your 
face, when I was once ſo agreeable to you. For God's 
ſake therefore ſhew me ſome pity; the ſun) now waxes 
warm, and is as troubleſome as the coldneſs of the night 
was. The ſcholar then, who! held ber in talk only for 
his diverſion, replied; Madam, the confidence you repoſed: 
in me was out of no regard you had for me, but only to 
regain. your lover; and you are miſtaken if you think I 
had no other convenient way to come at my revenge: I 
had à thouſand others, and had laid à thouſand different 
ſnares to trap you; ſo that, if this had not happened, I 
muſt neceſſarily have taten you in ſome other; nor was 
there any one but would have been: attended with as much 
ſhame. and puniſhment to you as this. I made choice of 
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un TH EIGHTH DAY” 'Novei-VII: 
it therefore, not "becauſe you gave me the opportunity, 


but that 1 might 0 1 * 8 "the ſooner. | But though 
| I my pen left, with which 
1 would fo have en wu that you' would have wiſhed 
4 thouſand times a day that you had never been born. 
The force of ſatire is much greater than they are ſenſible 
of, on whom it was never tried. I -ſwearly ſolemnly 


they had all 5 


then, that I would have wrote ſuch things of you, that 


you ſhould have pulled your very eyes out for vexation, 
AA to the offer of your love, that is needleſs: Let him 
take you, if be will, to whom you more properly belong, 
and whom I now love for what he has done to you, as 
much as before I hated him. You women are all for young 


Aighty fellows, without conſidering that thoſe people are 


never content with one miſtreſs; but are roving always 
from one to another, as you have found by experience. Their 


greateſt happineſs is in gaining favours from you, and *tis- 


their utmoſt glory to publiſh them. Truly you think your 


ve is all a Rte: and that no body but your maid and I 


were evet acquainted with it; whilſt his neighbourhood and 


yours both talk of nothing elſe: But it generally happens 
that the perſons concerned are the laſt that hear of ſuch 
ching. Therefore if you have made a bad choice keep to 


it, and leave me, whom you have deſpiſed, to another lady 
whom I have made chaice of, one of more account than 


yourſelf, and Who knows better how to diſtinguiſh people. 


As to my being concerned = your death, if you pleaſe you 


may make the experiment. But as I. app vou will 


ſearce humour me ſo far; 60 I now tell you, that if the ſun 
begins to ſcorch, you may call to inind the cold you made 
me endure, and together they will make a proper tempera- 
ture. Fhe diſconſolate lady ſeeing that all theſe words 
tended to ſome cruel; purpale, began to weep again, and 
fay, Behold, if nothing can move you to pity that concerns 
myſelf, yet let your love for that lady Whom, you ſay, 


you have met with that is wiſer than I, and by whom, you 


Ay, you are beloved; let your regard, I ſay, "For her, pre- 
Vail upon you to forgive me, and to bring me my cloaths, 
that I may dreſs myſelf, and go down. The Ccholar fell a 
laughing at this, and ſeeing that it was now about noon, he 
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] will go for them, that you may come down. Sho way 4 
little comforted at this, and directed Him to the place where 
the had laid them; ſo be went away; and ordered "his ſes 

vant to keep ſtrict watch that no body came to her relief tilt 
his return: And in the mèan time he went to a friend's 
hodſe; where he dined, and laid himſelf down to ſleep. 
The lady, conceiving ſome vain hopes of being releaſed, 
had ſeated herſelf down in the utmoſtf agonies, getting to 
that'corner of the wall where there was the moſt | 
where ſhe continued ſometimes thinking; and then again 
lamenting, this moment in hopes, and the next altogether 
in deſpair for his return with the cloaths; at laſt muſing of 
one thing after another (being quite Tpent with grief, and 
having had no reſt the night before) ſhe; dropt aſſeep. Phe 
ſun Was now in the meridian, darting all its — directly 
upon her naked and moſt delicate body, as alſo upon we 
head; ſo that it not only ſcorched all the skin that lay 

— but cleft it by little and little into chinks, and Bo 
tered it to that degree that it made her wake: When figds 
ing herſelf perfectly roaſted, and offering to turn about; it 
all ſeemed to rend aſunder like a piece ok burnt: parchment, 
that has been kept upon the ſtretch. Beſides all this her 
head aked to that degree as if it would rive in pieces, which 
was no wonder. Moreover, the reflection of the heat againſt 
her feet was ſo ſtrong that ſhe could not xeſt any w 

but kept, crying, and moving from place to place. And 'as 
there was no wind; the flies and hornets were con 
buzzing about her, ſtriking their ſtings into the chinks-of 
her fleſh, and covering her over with wounds; whilſt it 
wag her whole employment to beat them off, ſtill curſing 
herſelf, her lover, and the ſcholar. Being thus harraſſod 
by the. heat, by inſects, by hunger, but much more: by 
thirſt, - and pierced: to the heart by a thouſand bitter reflec- 
tions, ſhe got up to ſee if any body was near, reſolving, 
whoever was within call, to beg their affiſtance'; but even 
this comfort her ill - fortune had denied her. The labourers 
were all gone out of the fields on account of the heat (tho? 
it happened that no body had been at work thereabouts all 
that day, being employed in thraſhing their corn at home) 
fo that ſhe heard nothing but the graſhoppers, and ſaw the 
river Arnon, which, by making her long for ſome of its 
. inſtead of quenching, only added to her thirſt. Sbe 
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which made her trouble ſo much the greater. What can 
be faid more of this unhappy lady? She who the night be- 
fore. could by the whiteneſs. of her skin diſpel even. the ſhade 
of night, was now all brown and ſpotted, ſo that ſhe ſeemed 
the moſt unſightly! creature that could be. And being thus | 
void. of all hope, *and.expefling nothing but death; towards 
middle of the afternoon the ſcholar happened to awake, 
when! he called her to mind, and ſo returned to the tower, 
ſending; the ſervant back, who was yet. faſting, to get his 
dinner. As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, all weak and -miſerable 
as ſhe was, ſhe came and placed herſelf down by the battle 
ments, and ſaid, O Sir, you are moſt unreaſonably re- 
venged; for if I made you freeze almoſt with cold one 
night in my court, you have roaſted and burnt me up for 
an whole day upon this tower, where L have been at 
deaths door with hunger and thirſt : I conjure ycu there- 
fore that you would come up and beſtow! that death upon 
me, which my heart will not let me- inflict. upon myſelf, 
and which I entirely covet, to put an end to that pain Which 
Jean no longer endure; or if! ydu deny me this favour, 
that you would ſend me up a little water to waſh my mouth, 
my tears not being ſufficient, ſuch is the Fi ie and 
ſotching-that: Io feel. The ſcholar was ſenſible by her 
manner of ſpeaking how. weak ſhe was; he perceived alſo 
by What be ſaw of her body how it was ſcorched, and bliſ- 
texed ; for that reaſon: therefore, as well as her intreaties, he 
began to have a little compaſſion; but ſaid, Vile woman 
thou ſhalt; never meet with thy death from my hands; 
from thy own thou may ſt if thou wilt: And o much 
water will I: give thee, as thou gaveſt me fire in my ex- 


tremity. This only grieves me, that whilſt 1 was forced to 
lie in dung for my recovery, thou nevertheleſs wilt be cured 
wich the coldneſs of perfumed roſe water; and tho? I was 


near loſing both limbs and life, yet thou, when ſtript of 
thy skin, wilt appear with freſh beauty, like a ſerpent juſt 
uncaſed. Alas, quoth the lady, may only my enemies 


gain charms in that manner! But you, more cruel than 


any ſavage beaſt, how could you bear to torture me as you 


have done? What could I have expected worſe from you, 


had I put all your relations to death in the crueleſt manner 
N l What greater puniſhinege could 8 
or 
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for a traitor, who had been the deſtruction of an whole NJ 
than this, namely, to be roaſted i in the ſun, and then | 
voüred with flies?) And not to give me a taſte of a little 
water, whilſt the vileſt nalefactors, hen they are about to 


ſuffer, are not denied even Wine. Dow ſee you fixt im 


ur barbatous reſblution, nor any way moved with what I 
i: ſuffered, *T ſhall walt patiently for my death. God 
Almighty have merey on me, and look with an equal eye 
on what you have dene. And with theſe words ſhe with 
drew to the middle of the place, deſpairing of her life, and 

to faint away à theuſand times With. thirſt, where ſhe 


fate lamenting her &ondition. But it being now: towards | 


hi „and he thinking that ſhe had ſuffered enough, 
made his ſervant take her elbaths wrapt up in his cloak, 
ind he went with them to her houſe, when he found her 
maid ſitting at the door, all ſad and diſconſdlate for her long 
abſence; and he. aid! to” her, Pray, good woman, what is 
become of your miſtreſs? Sir, — "replied; I dont know; 
I thought to have found Her in bed this morning, where T 
ſaw her laſt night; but ſhe is neither to be ftund there, nor 
any where elſe, Hbr de IL know what is become of her: 
But can you give me any tidings of her?. I wiſh only, quoth 
he, thatthow! hadſt been along with her that J might have 
taken the ſame revenge of thee that I have: had of her But 
depend upon it thou ſhalt never eſcape 3 Fll:ſa'pay thee for 
what thou haſt done, that thou ſhalt remember me every 
time thou ſhalt offer to put a trick upon any one. And 
then he ſaid to the ſervant; Go carry her the cloaths, and 
tell her ſhe may go for her miſtreſs if he has à mind. The 
ſervant aecordingly delivered them with that meſſage, and 
the girl knowing them again, and bearing what he had ſaid, 
was afraid ſhe was murdered, and could ſcarce help making 
an uproar about it; ſo ſnie run thither full of grief. Now 
it happened, that a labourer of ker's had loſt two of his 


hogs that day, and coming near to the tower to look for 


them, juſt as the ſcholar was departed, he heard the com- 
. that the poor creature was making, ſo he cried out, 
Who makes that noiſe? She ſtraightway knew. his voice, 
and called him by his name, ſaying, Go I pray now, and 
ſee that my maid comes to me. The man then knew 
her, and ſaid, Alas, Madam, who has brought you hither? 
. maid has been 2 for you * * But who 
0 could 
| ; Rp 
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could hive thought of finding you in cht place ? And be took 


the- ſides of the ladder, and placed: them as they gold 
eee chem hows with of1ers aps 1 * was _ = 


| . me my cloaths:! 40 She Was hrelty — [0 
her ſpeak, and ſhe jumpt upon the ladder, before it was quite 
made fit, and by the man's help got upon the 2 -When 
ſeeing her lie naked there, 3 log of wood, and 
quite ſpent, ſhe fell a crying over ber, as tho! ſhe. had been 

dead. But the lady deſired her to by quiet, and that ſhe 
would dreſs her; and underſtanding by her that nobody 
knew where ſhe was, but the perſons who had brought the 

1 cloaths to her, and the ſervant that was: there, ſhe- Was a 

1 __ comforted, begging earneſtiy of; them to keep it ſe- 

.'Fhe Jalioyiee now took her upon his back, as ſhe 
5 had. er to go, and brought her down ſafely in that 
manner; whilſt: the girl, following after with leſs; caution 
than was neceſſary, ſlipt her foot, and fell down the ladder, 
when ſhe: broke her thigh, which occaſioned her to make 
a moſt grievous; out- cry. The man after he had ſet his 
lady down upon the graſs, went to ſee what was, the 
matter with the maid, and finding that ſhe bad her 
thigh broke, he laid ber down by the lady, who ſeeing 
this. addition to her misfortunes, and that ſne was diſabled 
from whom the expected moſt ſuccour; began to lament 
afreſh, and the man unable to paeify her, feel a weeping 
likewiſe. But it being now about fi un-ſet, he took her to 
his own houſe, and brought two of his brethren and his wiſe 
back with him for the maid, | whom they carried thither 
upon a. table. When having given the lady ſome water 
to refreſh her, and uſed * the kind comfortable words 
they could think of, ſhe was brought to- her own chamber, 
and the man's: wife gave her a little bread ſopt in water; 
and undreſſed, and put her to bed: Whilſt it was contrived 
that they ſhould both be taken to Fhrence that night, and 
ſo they were. There the lady, who was never at a loſs for 
invention, ooo d up an artful ſtory, which was believed by yy 
her brothers and- ſiſters, and every other almoſt, viz, that - 
it was all done by enchantment. — then were ſent 


165 | | | for, 
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for, who with a great deal of pain and trouble to her, and 
not without the loſs of her whole skin ſeveral times over, 
cyred her of a, violent fever, and other accidents-attendin 


it.; and they reduced alſo the girl's broken thigb. 
that time ſhe forgot her lover, and was more care | 
the future, both in chuſing + a ſpark, and in making her 

Np had happened ſo the 


ſport. The ſcholar allo heat 


girl, thought he had had his full revenge, and ſo no'more was 


ſaid about it. Thus the fooliſh lad; 
wit and mockety, thinking to mak 
tho it had been a common perſon, never conſideri 


was met with for her 
= jeſt of a ſcholar, as 
that the 


greateſt part of them have the devil, as they y, in a 


ſtring. 
but eſpecially Yay nice] 
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H E /ady's ſufferings ſeemed grievous to all that 
heard them, the” their pity for her was the leſs, 


EY as they judged that ſhe had in ſome meaſure de- 
. ſerved them; whilſt the ſcholar was deemed 
; | * moſt rigidly obſtinate, and even cruel. But 
| Pampinea having made an end, the queen ordered Flammetta 
5 to go on, who ſaid as follows: As I ſuppoſe you have been 
under ſome concern for the ſcholar's ſeverity, it may be 
| proper, I believe, to revive your drooping ſpirits with ſome 
ö more chearful ſubjet, Wherefore 1 ſhall tell you a ſtory 
5 of a certain young man, who received an injury with more 
6 mildneſs than he, and returned it with more moderation. 
: Whence you may learn, that a perſon ought to be content 
if he gives people as good as they bring, without defiring 
2 an unreaſonable vengeance, and far, beyond What the provo- 
; cation which he may have received requires. Know then, 


that at Siena lived, as J have been told, two young wealthy 
citizens, the one named Spinelloceis Zanena, and the other 
Zeppa di Mino, near neighbours to each other, and as inti- 
mate together as tho they had been brothers, and each had 
2A very handſome wife. Now it happened, that Spinelloccio 

going often to the other's houſe, whether he was at home or 
not, became too familiar at laſt with his wife, which con- 
tinued ſome time before any body perceived it. But Zeppa 

being at home one day, without her knowing it, Spinelloccio 0 
came to enquire for him; and being told by her that he 
was gone abroad, he began to make free with her as uſual. 
This Zeppa was a witneſs to, and greatly troubled at; yet 
„ 5 knowing 
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knowing that making of a clamour would no way leſſen the 
injury, but rather add to his ſhame, he began to think of 
bme revenge, which ſhould make no noiſe abfoad, and 
with which he ſhould yet be content. Reſolvihg at length 
what to do, he went into the room after the friend was 
gone away, when he found her ſetting her head-cloaths a 
little to rights, which the other had ruffled, and he ſaid, 
What are you doing, Madam? She replied, Don't you 
ſee? Ves truly, quoth he, and I have ſeen a great deal 
more than I could have wiſhed. So he charged her with 
the thing, and ſhe came to an open confeſſion, as it was 
in vain to deny it, and fell to weeping and begging his 
pardon. He then faid to her, You fee you have been guilty 
of a very great crime; if you expect forgiveneſs from me, 
you muſt reſolve to do what I ſhall enjoin you, which is as 
follows, viz. tell Spinelloccio that about the third hour to 
morrow he muſt find ſome pretence of leaving me to go to 
you; when I will return home; and as ſoon as you hear me, 
do you make him go into that cheſt, and lock him up, and 
after you have done this Þ1! tell you the reſt. Have no 
doubt however about it, for I promiſe you I'll do him no 
harm: She agreed to do ſo; and the next day the two 
friends being together at that time, Spinelloccio, who had 
promiſed the lady to be with her then, ſaid to Zeppa, I am 
engaged to go and dine with a friend, whom I would not 
have wait for me: So fare you well. Quoth Zeppa, tis a 

long while till dinner yet. Yes, replied the other; but we 
have buſineſs to confer aboyt, which requires me to bs 
there in good time. So he left him, and took a little cir- 
cuit, and went to the lady, and they had no ſooner ſhut 
themfelyes in the chamber, but Zeppa returned; when the 
ſeeming to be very much frighted, made him go into the 
cheſt, as the husband had directed, and locked him up, and © 
then came out to her husband, who asked her if dinner was. 
ready. She replied, It will be ſoon. Then, quoth he, as 
Spinellorcio is gone to dine with a friend, and left his wife at 
home by herſelf, do you call to her out of the Window to 
come and dine with us. She readily obeyed out of fear far 
herfelf, and Spinellbccio's wife came after much intreaty, 
hearing that her husband was not to dine at home: When 
Zeppa ſhewed the greateſt fondneſs towards her imaginable, 
and making à fign for his wife to go into the kitchen, ha 
tdok her by the hand, and 8 her into the chamber, | 

Wa | . 8 


_ ever, 
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he made faſt the door. Upon this ſhe began to ſay, Alas, 


Sir, what mean you to do? Is this what you invite me 


for? This the regard you have for your friend? Zeppa then 
drawing near to the cheſt where her husband was ſhut up, 


and holding her faſt, he ſaid, Madam, before you utter | 


any complaints, hear what I am going to tell you: 1 have 
loved your husband as tho* he was my brother; and yeſter- 


day (tho* he knows nothing of it) I have found out that he 


has as great an intimacy with my wife as he has with you. 
Now I reſpe& him fo much, that I intend to take no ether 
revenge but what is agreeable to the quality of the offence, 
He has had my. wife, and ] mean to have you. If you 
won't conſent to this, be aſſured I ſhall revenge myſelf in 
ſuch a manner, that both he and you ſhall have cauſe to 
repent it. Well, quoth ſhe, ſince your revenge then is to 
fall upon me, I muſt be content. Do you only make my 
peace with your wife for what I do, in like manner as I 
am ready to forgive her. He promiſed to do that, and to 


make her a prefent alſo of a jewel ; fo he drew her to the 


cheſt, whilſt Spinetleccio, hearing what paſt, was fit to burſt 
with vexation ; and had it not been that he was prevented 


by his fear of Zeppa, he would have clamoured againſt, and 
have abuſed her, even ſhut up as he was. But conſidering 


again that he had given the provocation, and that Zeppa 


had reaſon for what he bad done, and had behaved courte- 
ouſly and like a friend, he reſolved to reſpect him more than 
Coming out of the chamber then together, and 
ſhe demanding the jewel which he had promiſed, he called 
his wife up, who faid only this to her, Now, Madam, we 
2 quit ſcores, and ſhe ſpoke it with a ſmile. Quoth 
Zappa then, Here, open this cheſt, which ſhe did; and he 
ſhewed Spinelloccis to his wife. Now it would be difficult to 
ſay which of the two was more confounded, whether the 
man at ſeeing his friend, and knowing that he was privy to 
what he had done ; or the woman at ſeeing her husband, 
and being conſcious that he muſt have heard what had paſt 
over his head. Behold, added Zeppa, this is the jewel; I 
now give it you, Falken hereupon came out of the cheſt, 7 
and ſaid, Well, now. we are even; and, as you ſaid eo 
to my wks it is beſt for us to continue N The other 
was content. So they dined very amicably all together; 
and the ſame good e remained . my 
for the time to come. if 
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Mater — the deter 6 is d upon by Bruno and 
Buffalmacco, and mads to believe that be is to be 
one of the company of rovers, and afterwards they 
 Yeave him in a artch. 


1 * 


Ve =D HE communication of wives, mentioned in the 
I laft novel, occaſioned a good deal of diſcourſe, 
& when the queen, knowing it was her turn, be- 
gan in this manner: Well did Spinelloccio de- 

ſerve what he met with from his friend Zeppa; 
and I think they are not to blame who put jeſts upon peo- 
ple of their own ſeeking, and ſuch as they have really me- 
rited, tho Pampinea: was of a different opinion. Now as 
to 86;nelleccia, it was no more than his due; but I purpoſe 
to ſpeak of another, who would needs ſeek after it, and I 
commend thoſe merry fellows for what they did. This 
then was a certain doctor of phyſick, who returned from 
Bologna to Florence, ſtrutting in the robes belonging to his 
profeſſion, though an aſs would have become them as 
well as he. We frequently ſee your citizens, after they 


have been to ſtudy at D come back, one a lawyer, 


another a phyſician, a third a notary, with their long ſcar- 
let gowns and furs, with other things to make a figure; and 
to what purpoſe every day's experience ſhews us. Amongſt 
the reſt was one Maſter Simon da Villa, more rich in eſtate 
than learning, who appeared in his ſcarlet robes and ermin, 
calling himſelf a doctor of phyſick, and took an houſe in 
the Via del Cocomero. Now this Maſter Siman, being new- 
? come FR amongſt his other notable qualities had 
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one, which was, to enquire who every perſon was that he 

ſaw in the ſtreet, and (as tho' he was to have compounded 
his medicines according to the different geſtures and man- 
ners of people) he obſerved and noted all. But he had caft 
his eye more particularly upon two painters, wham We have 
mentioned before, namely, Bruno and Buffalmacco, who 
were always together, and lived in his neighbourhood. And 
perceiving that they had lefs-regard for the world than other 
people, and were always more \cheirful; he asked a great 
number of perſons about them. Being told then by every 
one that they were poor men, both, and. painters, he could 
not conceive how they could poſhbly live ſo ** in their 
poverty; but ſuppoſed, as they were cunning fellows, that 
they muſt have ſome ſecret way of getting money: be had 
a mind therefore to get acquainted with ene or both of 
them, and ſo he happened to fall in with Brund. Who 
ſoon ſeeing to the bottom of him, made the meereſt game 
of him that could be, and the doctor was wonderfully de- 
lighted always in hearing him talk. And having invited 
him ſeveral times to dinner, and thinking upon that ac- 
count that he might diſcourſe the more freely with him, 
he expreſſed, at length, his great wonder how he and Buf- 
falmacco, who were both poor, could yet be ſo chearful, 
and deſired to know how they managed in that caſe. 
Bruno could not help laughing to himſelf to hear the doc- 
tor put ſuch a ſimple queſtion, reſolving to give him a ſuit- 
able anſwer, wherefore he ſaid; There are many people, 
maſter, that I would never tell that to; but as you are a 
friend, and I know will keep it ſecret, I ſhall be the les 
ſcrupulous to you. T is true, we live as merrily as you 
imagine, or perhaps more ſo, and yet all we earn or poſſeſs 
will hardly find us ſalt to our broth, and I hope you do 
not think we u ſteal: No, we go a roving, and bring home 
with us every thing we can deſite; and thus it comes to 
paſs that we live ſo merrily, as you obſerve. The doctor 
wondered what this going a roving could mean, and de- 
fired he would inform him, aſſuring him that he would 
never reveal the ſecret. Alas, Maſter Doctor, quoth the 
other, what a requeſt is this ! It is too great à ſecret, and 
J ſhall be ruined if I diſcloſe it. Vou may depend upon 
what I ſay, quoth the doctor, it ſhall never go farther for 
me. He then, after making abundance of excuſes, ſaid, 
Behold, Maſter, the regard I have for your ſuper· excellent 
| ; _ underſtanding, 
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underſtanding, and theo confidence I repoſe sin yu ĩs ſuch, 
chat I can deny you nothing ; theteſore Il tell you, if you 

will ſwear tome, as; your haverjuſt now promiſad never to 
reveal it.. Fhe doctor fore and ſwore again V muſt 
know then, my dear maſter, qubth he, that: there was 

lately ia necromanrer in this city, called Aiobael Scotus, 
becauſe he was a. Scotehmnn; who had great honour ſnhewed 
him by many of the gentry, E of which are now living. 
and who being about to leave this place, at their requeſt left 

it in charge with two rof his diſciples, that theyoſhould al- 
ways bel ready to ſerve thoſe people who had honoured 
him. Some therefore they obliged in their lover affairs, 
and ſome in other matters. At laſt, heing taken with the 
city, and the manners of the people, they reſolved to make 
it their place of reſidence, when they contracted a friend- 
ſmhip with diverſe» perſons, ſuch as were agreeable to their 
own tempersy without: conſidering whether: thoſe people were 

rich or poor at that time: And to pleaſe thoſe: friends they 
eſtabliſhed a ſociety of ſivẽ and twenty perſons, who were 
to meet in ſome place that was fixed upon hy them, twice 
at leaſt in a month, when every one was to ſay what he 
wanted, and they ſupplied him with it that very night. 

Now my, friend and I, as a particular mark of favour to 

us, were admitted into this ſociety. "And tis wonderful to 

behold the coſtly furniture in the room where we ſit, the 
tables ſpread in a moſt royal manner, with the great num- 
ber of goodly ſervants both men and women at every one's 
command; the baſons, flagons, and cups alſo both of gold 
and filver, in which we eat and drink, and the great va- 
riety and plenty of victuals which is ſet before us. T is 
impaſſible for me to tell you what different muſical inſtru- 
ments there are, and the delightful melody that we hear; 
or vrhat numbers of wax candles are burnt at one of theſe 
feaſts, any more than the immenſe quantities of ſweatmeats 
conſumed, and the very rich wines which are then drank. 
Now I would not have you ſuppoſe, my dear friend, that 
we appear in the ſame dreſs that you behold us No, 
there: is not one of us ſeems leſs than an emperor, ſo richly 
are we attired. But of all: our pleaſures, that of having the 
ladies company is the greateſt, and who are brought to us, 
according to every one's deſire, from all quarters of the 
world. There you may ſee the great lady of Barbanicchia, 
the queen of Baſchia, the wife to the great Sultan, the em- 
*. 3 To Gg 4 ki, preſs. 
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_ preſs: of Osbech, the Ciancianfera of Norueca, the Semi/e 
tante of Benlinzone, and the gratpeura of Nara. But 
what need have I to crecount ſol many? There are all the 
queens ii the world, even to Prefler Jobis lady, Then ob- 
ſerve now: After we have eat and drank, and taken a - 
dance or two, every one takes that particular lady into a 
chamber, whom he had deſirèd ſhould be ſent for: And 
you muſt know that theſe chambers are a perfect paradiſe, 
and no leſs odoriferous than a perfumer's ſhop ; the beds alſo 
that we lie in are as beautiful as the very beſt that belongs to 
the duke of Venice. Dog yeu judge then of our happineſs. 
Bur none ſeem to fare — 52 at theſe times than my ' friend 
and I; for he generally has the queen of France, and I have 
the queen of England, vrho are the two moſt beautiful ladies 
in the whole world, and they like no other perſons ſo well 
as us. Imagine therefore if we haye not reaſon to be merry 
more than other people; for beſides having the affection of 
two ſuch queens, if we want a thouſand or two thouſand 
florins at any time, they immediately ſupply us. And this 
we call going a roving; for as the Corſairs rob and plunder 
every one they meet, ſo do we, with this difference only, 
that they make no reſtitution, which we do as ſoon as it 
has ſerved our purpoſe. Thus I have told you, Maſter, 
what we mean by going a roving; you may eaſily ſee how 
great a ſeeret it is, and fo J need ſay no more to you upon 
that head. The doctor (whoſe knowledge reached no far- 
ther perhaps than to cure children of the itch ) gave the ſame 
credit to this ſtory as he would have done to the moſt eſta- 
bliſhed truth, and became as deſirous of being admitted into 
this ſociety. as he would have been of any thing in the 
world: So he told the other, that he did not wonder to ſee 
him ſo chearful, and could | ſcarce refrain from asking the 
favour of being accepted among them, deferring it only 
till he could do it with a better grace. From that time 
thereſore he was continually inviting -bim to dine and ſup; 
"MF and their intimacy was ſuch, that the doctor ſcarce knew 
i how- to live without him. And i in return for theſe favours, 
Bruno, that he might not appear ungrateful, painted in his 
hell the whole ſtory of Lent, and an Agnus Dei over his 
cChamber-door, and an urinal over the door to the ſtreet, 
that people who wanted his advice might know where to 
have it. He painted alſo in a little gallery the battle of 
the cats and the rats, which the doctor thought: a pretty 
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| fancy: And ſome nights when he happened” to ſup elle: 
where, he would ay at his return, J was laſt” night at Gür 
meeting, when being diſopliged at the queen of England, 'F 
ordered the Guifiedra' of the great cham 'of Fartary to b 
brought me. Pray what does that word mean,  quoth the 
doctor? T don't underſtand ſuch names. I. don't wonder at 
that, ſaid Bruno; for Peres. graſſo, and Vana cena take fi 
notice of them. on mean,; quoth the doctor, Hippocrates 
and Avicenna. Very likely, ſaid Bruno; 0 but I know "as 
little of thoſe names as you know of mine. But Gumedra 
is no more than empreſs. O! you wou'd think” her à fine 
woman; ſhe wou'd ſoon make you forget a all your recipes 
and your plaiſters. Talking 1 in this manner to 
excite him the more, andthe doctor thinking/(one night as 
he held the candle for him whilſt he was painting) that he 
was now under ſufficient obligations to grant any favour he 
ſhould defire, he reſolved to open his mind, as they two 
were alone, and he ſaid, Bruno, there is nobody that 1 
value ſo much as yourſelf ; nor is there any thing you could 
ask, but what I ſhould be ready to oblige you in; then be 
not ſurprized at my making one requeſt to you. You 
know, not long ſince you was telling me of your meetings; 
now there's nothing T deſire ſo much as to make one as 
mongſt you, and for a very good reaſon; for Tl bring the 
prettieſt girl into your company that you have ſeen 2 long 
time, to whom I have devoted my intire love, and you 
muſt know I once offered her ten pieces, and ſhe refuſed 
them. Tell me then, I pray you, what I muſt do to be 
admitted, and do you take care that I be ſo, and J promiſe 
that you ſhall always find me your true and truſty friend. 
You may obſerve that my perſon is proper and good, and 1 
am a doctor of phyſick too, and perhaps you have none of 
that profeſſion among you; moreover I know a great many 
pretty things, and can ſing diverſe pretty ſongs, as you ſhall 
hear; ſo he began one (whilſt Bruno had much ado to keep 
his countenance) and after he had done he asked him, What 
he thought ? Moſt certainly, replied he, the beſt violin is 
no way comparable. Then, quoth the doctor, to this and 
many other qualifications too tedious to relate at preſent, I 
may add, that my father was a gentleman, tho? he lived in 
a country- village, and my mother of the Vallechio family. 
Beſides, there's no phyſician in Fhrence has better cloaths, 
or a more compleat 3 than — and I give you 
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can. keep a ſecret. Signor Gaſparvolo da Saliceto, when he 
was a judge, entruſted me with many things. Well, quoth 
Bruno, if he truſted you, I may do it more ſecurely. The 
means you are to uſe are as follow: We have a captain and 
two counſellors, who are choſe every ſix months; and next 
Chriſtmas Buffalmacco will certainly be the perſon, and 1 
one of the counſellors, Now *tis in the captain's power to 
admit you if he pleaſes, wherefore you ſhould ſtraightway 
get acquainted with him. I know hell be very fond of 
you, as he is of all men of underſtanding; and after you 
Bo been often in his company, and ingratiated yourſelf 
with him, you may then ask the favour, and he won't 
know how to deny you. I have given him a character 
of you already, and he has conceived a great regard for 


vou; and when this is done, you may leave the reſt to W 
me. You ſay well, quoth the doctor, if he delights in dy 
people of ſenſe and learning he will not miſs of his aim: Ir 
J have enough of both to furniſh an whole city, and yet " 
leave ſufficient for myſelf, , When the matter was thus 1 


- agreed, Bruno went and related the whole to Buffalmacco, 
Who was very impatient to let the doctor have what he Y 
ſought for. Now the doctor, who was eager of being con- 
cerned, - found it no hard matter to get acquainted with 0 
him; and he began to treat them, both noon and night, a 
with every thing that was nice and elegant, ſo that theß 
lived entirely upon him; telling him at the ſame time, that it ü 
was a favour they would ſhew to nobody elſe. At length, 

when he thought it a fit time, he made the ſame requeſt to | 
Buffalmacco, that he had done before to Bruno, who ſeemed | 
much concerned, and made a great clamour at his friend, 
threatening to break his head for betraying thoſe ſecrets to the 

doctor. But the doctor exeuſed him very much, proteſt- 


ing 
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ing that he had it fem another perſan. Wdbereupon he 
ſeemed a. little more paeified, and ſaid, Dear doctor, I 
plainly ſee you have been at the univerſity, and know. how 
to keep your mouth ſhut upon occaſion; and I farther tell 
you that you have not learnt your A. B. C. in the man- 
ner moſt blockheads do: Moreover, if I am not miſtaken, 
you wWas· born on a Sunday; and tho? Brune tells me, that 
your ſtudy has been phyſick, yet to me it ſeems as if you 
had learnt to captivate; men, which you de by your great 
ſenſe and manner of. ſpeaking, far beyond any that ever 1 
ſaw. Hereupon the doctor interrupted him, and ſaid turn- 
ing to Brune, This it is to have to do with people of un- 
derſtanding; there are few. that could have penetrated into 
the depth of my deſigns ſo eaſily as this worthy man here 
has done. Vou did not take my meaning half ſo ſoon 3 
but let him know what I ſaid upon your telling me, that 
he delighted in people of ſenſe. Don't you think I ſpoke 
truth at that time? No doubt, replied the other. Then 
ſaid he to Buffalmacco, What would you have ſaid, had you 
ſeen me at Bologna £; where was neither great nor ſmall, 
doctor nor ſcholar, but were the fondeſt of me that could 
be; ſo much did they profit by my wiſe diſcourſes. Nay 
more than that, I never ſpoke but they all laught ; fo highly 
were they pleaſed to hear me. And when I came away 
they expreſſed the greateſt concern imaginable at parting 
with me; and for my encouragement to have continued 
with them, offered me the ſole privilege of reading lectures 
in medicine. to all the ſtudents: But I refuſed it, being 
reſolved to come and live here upon my eſtate, which is 
very conſiderable. Well, ſays Bruno to his friend, what 
think you now? Lou would not believe me when I told 
you, that there was never a phyſician in all this country 
could caſt an aſs's water better than himſelf; nor is there 
his fellow, I will maintain it, from this place to Paris. 
Go then, and uſe all your endeavours to gratify him in 
his requeſt. Bruno is in the right, quoth the doctor; but 
here nobody knows me, they are all a parcel of ignorant 
ſtupid people; but I wiſh: you had ſeen: how . I appeared 
among the doctors. Indeed Maſter: Doctor, quoth Buffakh 
macco, you know a great deal more than I could have 
thought; in which reſpect, ſpeaking unto you, as becomes 
me to a perſon of your underſtanding. and. parts, I dare 
aſſure that you ſhall 9 of our ſociety. This prompile 
| | made 
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made him increaſe his favours towards them, and they were 
extremely diverted with his great fimplicity, promiſing that 


he fhould have the counteſs di * Civillari for his miſtreſs, 


ho was the goodlieſt and ſweeteſt creature in the whole 
world. The. doctor asked, What counteſs this was? O, 
quoth Buffalmacco, ſhe is a very great lady, and there are 
few houſes but where ſhe hath ſome juriſdiction, and who 
pay tribute when ſhe ſounds her trumpet Her officers are 
all about, and as a token of her greatneſs carry the rod and 
plummet of lead. And ſtore of her great barons are to be 
ſeen every where; na mely, Tamagnin + de la Porta, Don 


Meta, Manico di Scopa, and the reſt, whoſe names I have 


forgot. You ſhall leave your old miſtreſs then for this lady, 
of whom we will give you the full poſſeſſion. New the 
doctor, who had been brought up at Bologna, underſtood 
not the meaning of theſe Florentine terms, and ſo was 
pleaſed with the hopes of enjoying what they had promiſed 
him. And in a little time they brought him the news of 
his being admitted. The day therefore that they were to 
have their meeting he had them both to dine with him, and 
after dinner he asked them in what manner he had beſt 
go to this aſſembly.” When Buffalmaceo replied, It behoves 


you maſter to proceed reſolutely; otherwiſe you may receive 


an impediment, and do us great injury: Now you fhall 
hear in what manner I would have you do ſo. You muſt 
cContrive to be upon one of thoſe. raiſed tombs in New St. 
Marys church-yard, at the time of people's going to 
ſleep, with your beſt gown on, in order to make a figure 
amongſt us at your firſt appearahce, and to verify our cha- 
er of you to the counteſs, who intends to make you a 


knight of the Bath at her own expence. There you muſt 


wait till we ſend for you. And that you may be appriſed 


of every thing, I muſt acquaint you that there will be a 


black horned beaſt of no great ſtature come for you, caper- 
ing and dancing about to terrify you; but after be finds 


you are not to be daunted he will gently come near you, 


when you may deſcend from the tomb, and without think- 
ing of God, or any of the ſaints, mount boldly upon his 
back, and, as ſoon as you ſhall be ſeated, lay your hands on 
hs breaſt n A 8 him: He will then move 


i This means, no mare than & common Jaker, * neceſſary I 
+ Theſe are all different words ” the fame thing. cl. 
calily 


NovxL IX. The EIGHTH, DAY. 462 


eaſily aleng, and bring you to us; but if you e any, 
thing of a prayer, or expreſs the leaſt fear, he will throw: 
ou down into ſome noiſome place or other; ſo. that, you; 
had better not attempt it, unleſs you can depend upon your, 
own courage, for you may do us a great deal of miſchief, 
and yourſelf no 5 Said the doctor, You; don't know 
ine yet; becauſe I wear a gown you think me faint-hearted. 


upon one of the grave-ſtones, it being a very cold night, 
expecting the beaſt. Whilſt Bufalmacco, who was pretty 
luſty, had procured a vizard- mask, ſuch as they uſed for- 
merly in farces, and he covered himſelf with a black furr 
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gown, which was turned the inne out, that- he Netel | 
like a bear, only that his mask had two horns, and ſo he 


had more the appearance of the devil. Being thus equlpt, he 
went to the We by New St. Mary's ITY Bruno following 2 at 
a diftance t6 ſee how they went on. And as ſoon as he 
found that hi is doctor was there, he fell a skippi ing and 
roaring 3 as tho' he was ehraged, which put Per py: 
ſician into a moſt terrible friphit,” and he 2 — to wiſh 
heartily that he was at home Again. But as he was come 


out upon this affair, he reſolved to ſee it thro 3 ſo urgent 


was his deſire to behold the wotiders which they had been 


relating. 25 At laſt, after Buffalmacco had 'play'd bis tricks 


for fome-time, he grew a little'more quiet, and drew near 
to the ſtone where the doctor was, and where he ſtood out 
of harm's way. Whilſt he, who ſhook all over for fear; 
was in doubt whether he ſhould mount or not. Till appre- 


hending that ſome miſchief might befall him if he did not, 


this latter fear expelled the former, and coming down from 
the tomb he mounted upon the beaſt, praying God to help 


him, and laid his hands upon his breaft, as he had been di- 


rected.  Buffalmacco then began to ſhape his courfe' towards 
St. Mary Ss della Scala, and from thence conducted him, 
nt, all the way thro' the dark as far as the ladies of 

pole. Thereabouts were diverſe ditches made by the 
husbandmen to empty the counteſs di Civillari into, for the 
ſake of manuring their lands afterwards. Buffalmacco then 
being come to the brink of one of them, and putting his 
hand under one of the doctor's feet, pitched him headlong 
in, when he began to make a terrible noiſe, ſtamping and 


roaring about, and ſo went back by St. Mary della Scala 


towards Prato POgni Santi, where he met with Brune, 
who had been forced to leave him becauſe he could not hold 


from laughing: And both turned back once more to ſee 
how the poor doctor would behave in that condition. Who, 
finding himſelf in ſach a place, Iaboured with all his might 


to get releaſed; but falling ſometimes on one fide, and ſome- 
times on the other, he was all over imbrued, till at length, 


with the utmoſt difficulty, he made ſhift to ſcramble out 


with the loſs of his hood, When he cleaned himſelf as 
well as he could, and, not knowing- what other courſe to 


take, went hare. ant knock'd at the door till they let him 
in. The door was no ſooner ſhut again, but Bruno and 
Buffalmacco were there liſtening, to hear what a reception 
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the doctor would meet with from his wife; who gave 
him all the bad language ſhe could deviſe, ſaying, You're 
in a fine condition truly! What, you've been with ſome 
Re jaar and on ar mind te make a figure. in your 
et I enough for zen? I wilh vou bad 


N x Wl alli 540 1 2 10 eſs... Jere's/a 
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With theſe and ſuch like words ſhe rallied him till midnight, 
when ſhe had him waſh'd and made clean, The next mor- 
ning Bruns and Buffalmace came with iheir hodies all paint- 
ed over with blue ſpots, as tho? t hey had been beaten, to his 
houſe, when they found him juſt riſen out of bed, and eve- 
ry thing in a fad condition. Whilſt, he ſeeing them a com- 
ing, went and wiſh'd them à good morning; but they ſeem- 
ing much out of temper, replied, We wiſh you had been 
hang'd for a ſorry. man as you are; we ha ve been near lofi 
our lives, meaning to do you honour, being beaten like two 
aſſes, and in dan i, of being excluded our aſſembly; where 
we would have bad: you introduced. If you won't believe. 
us, pray behold our bodies: ſo taking them into a corner, 
where was not much light, they juſt ate their boſoms for 
him to ſee, and immediately button d them up again. The 
doctor endeavour'd to have 1 himſelf, and was telling 
them of his misfortunes, and where he had been thrown. 
When Buffalmacco ſaid, I wiſh 245 had been thrown. from 
the-bridge into the river; what had you to do with prayers? 
Was not yqu told of n d been a Indeed, quoth he, 1 
uſed no 1s. Hoy do you ſay no prayers anſwered. 
the.other, I'm ſure ur ur meſlgger told us, chat you prayed 
and trembled like an aſpin leaf. We will never be fery'd 
ſo again either by you or any one elſe; nor muſt you expect . 
ever any more to have ſuch favour ſhew'd you. The doctor 
hereupon begun to ask pardon, intreating them not to re- 
ſent it; Xx leſt they ſhould expoſe him, by making it bub⸗ 
lick, be entertain'd them at his houſe more than eyer : And 
thus our date was 1 e more Ty he bad . 
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queen's novel, it is needleſs to ſay; and it being 


taining, the more cunning and artful the perſon 


1 who is impoſed upon by them. Wherefore, tho the o- 
ther novels have been agreeable enough, yet I think to relate 


one that will pleaſe you better; in as much as the lady 
outwitted was a greater miſtreſs of thoſe devices than any of 


the perſons before mentioned. It was formerly a cuſ- 
tom, and may be ſtill, in ſea- port towns, for all the mer- 
chants that come thither, to bring their goods into a com- 
mon ware-houſe, under the keeping of the community, or 


elſe the lord of the town; when they give a particular ac- 
count in writing, of the nature and value of them: The 
goods are kept under lock and key, and the account entered 
in a tegiſter, for the merchant to pay the accuſtomed dues, 
as 
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now ended, Dioneus begun in this manner: It is 
certain that thoſe ſtratagems are the more enter - 
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as all or part are fold, and delivered out of the warehouſe. 
From this regiſter the brokers are informed both of the 
quantity and quality of the goods, and alſo who are the 
- owners, to treat with for them, either by exchange, truck, 
or ſale. This was the way at Palermo, as well as in many 
other places, where was likewiſe great plenty of handſome 
women, not overſtor'd with modeſty, And yet to all ap- 
pearance many of them- were grand ladies, and pretended ta 
a character: who making it their whole employ to ſhaye-and 
even skin ſuch men as fell into their clutches, no ſooner did 
they ſee a ſtrange merchant, but they would inform them- 
ſelves from that regiſter, both of the nature and value of his 
goods; when by their amorous wiles they would endeavour 
to bring him to their lure, which they have often done; and 
ſome been have chouſed out of part of their goods ; others 
have loft ſhip, goods, and body to boot: fo finely have 
they been touch'd over by theſe cunning ſhavers, — Now 
it happened, not long fince, that a certain young Florentine, 
called Niccolo da Cigniano, tho' more uſually Salabaetto, ar- 
rived there by way of factor, with as much woolen cloth, 
which had been left unſold at the fair of Salerno, as might 
be worth five hundred florins ; who having given in his 
account to the officers, and laid his goods ſafely up in the 
warehouſe, was in no great haſte. to diſpatch his buſineſs, 
but took a turn up and down the town to amuſe himſelf, 
And being a perſonable young man, one of theſe female 
barterers, that we have been ſpeaking of, called Madam Bian- 
cafiore, having heard ſomething of his affairs, ſoon took no- 
tice of him; which he perceiving, and ſuppoſing ſhe was 
ſome great lady that had taken a fancy to him, reſolved to 
conduct this affair with the utmoſt caution ; ſo without ſay- 
ing a word to any one, he uſed to take his walks frequently 
by her houſe. She was ſoon ſenſible of this, and when ſhe 
thought his affection towards her fully ſecured, under pre- 
tence of languiſhing for him, ſhe ſent one of her women to 
him, an adept in that fort of buſineſs; who told him with 
tears in her eyes, that her lady was fo in love with him, 
that ſhe could get no reſt night or day; therefore ſhe de- 
ſired very much, when ever he. would do her that fayour, 
to meet him at a bagnio; and with theſe words ſhe took a 
ring out of a .purſ and gave it him as a token, Salaba- 
etto was the moſt overjoy'd man that could be with the meſ- 
lage; ſo taking the ring; and looking carefully at it, and 
. Liging 
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kiſſing it, he put it upon his finger, and faid, Tf your lady 
loves me as you ſay, be aſſured ſhe has not miſplaced her 
affection; for I love her more than I do my own life, and 
ſhall be ready to meet her at any time and place ſhe ſhall 
appoint, She had no ſooner reported his anſwer, but ſhe 
was poſted back to tell him, that her miſtreſs would meet 
him at ſuch a bagnio that evening. Accordingly he goes 
thither at the time fixt, and finds that it was taken up for 
that lady's uſe, He had not waited long before two women- 
ſlaves came, the one loaden with a fine cotton mattreſs, 
and the other an hamper full of things. This mattreſs 


they laid upon a bed in one of the chambers, covering it 


with a fine pair of ſheets, curiouſly edged with ſilk, and 
over the whole was fpread a rich Grecian counterpoint, with 
two pillows, worked in a moſt delicate manner ; after 
which they went into the bath, and cleaned it very care- 
fully. When the lady came attended by two ſlaves, and 
after ſome ſighs and embraces, ſhe ſaid, My dear Tuſcan, 
there is no body could have obtained this favour from me 
but yourſelf : So they went into the bath together, and 
with them two of their ſlaves, who waſh'd them with ſoap 
ſcented with musk and gilliflowers. The other ſlaves then 
brought two fine ſheets, ſmelling of nothing but roſes, in 
one of which they wrapt Salabaetto, and in the other the 
lady, and carried them to bed. Where after they had lain 
ſome time to ſweat, thoſe ſheets were taken away, and they 
were left between the others. After this they took out of 
the hamper ſilver caniſters of roſe, orange, and jeſſamine 
water, which they ſprinkled upon the bed, and preſented 
them with ſweet-meats and rich wines by way of collation : 
Whilſt he thought himſelf in paradiſe all the time, wiſhing 
heartily that they would go away, and leave him in poſſeſ- 
ſion of his miſtreſs. At length, they left a taper- light in 
his chamber, and departed. —After they had lain a con- 
venient time, the ſervants returned, and put on their 
cloaths, and when they had taken fome more refreſhment 
of wine and ſweet-meats, and waſh'd their hands and faces 


with orange water, as they were going to depart, ſhe ſaid, 


If it be agreeable to you, I ſhould be vaſtly pleaſed if you 
would come and ſup with me, and ftay all night. When 
he, ſuppofing himſelf as dear to her as her own heart, re- 
plied, Madam, whatever is pleaſing to you is entirely ſo to 
me; now therefore, and at all times, I ſhall be _— 
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obey your commands. So ſhe went home, and had her 
apartment richly ſet out, and prov ided a coſtly ſupper for 
him; who accordingly went thither as ſoon as it was dark, 
and was very elegantly received; and after ſupper they went 
into a chamber, ſcented with coſtly odours, where was a 
moſt noble bed, and every thing beſides that was grand and 
' ſumptuous. All which made him conclude that ſhe was 
ſome very great and rich lady. And tho' he had heard va- . 
rious reports about her, yet he would not believe them for 
the world ; nay, had he been convinced of her tricking 
other people, he could never have been made to believe that 
ſhe would ſerve him ſo. He ſtay'd with her then all that 
night, and the next morning ſhe made him a preſent of a 
fine wrought belt and purſe, ſay ing to him, My dear Sala- 
baeito, fare you well; and from henceforth be perſuaded, 
as you are entirely to my good liking, that my perſon and 
all I poſſeſs is at your ſervice. So he took his leave with 
great ſatisfaction, and went to the place where the mer- 
chants uſually reſort. And continuing his viſits to her with- 
out any expence, and becoming every day more enamour- 
ed, it happened, that he fold his cloth, and gained conſi- 
derable profit; which ſhe being immediately apprized of, 
not from himſelf but other hands, as he was with her one 
night, ſhe ſeemed to expreſs a more than ordinary fond- 
_ neſs for him, and would needs make him a preſent of two 
beautiful filver cups, worth about thirty florins, which he 
refuſed to accept ; having had diverſe things of her before to 
the value of thirty more, without giving her the worth 
of a ſingle. farthing, At laſt, after ſhe had ſet him all on 
fire, as it were, with this extraordinary love and liberality, 
ſhe is called out by one of her ſlaves,as ſhe had contrived before 
hand, when ſhe returned in a little time full of tears, and 
throwing herſelf down upon the bed, ſhe ſeemed to grieve 
moſt immoderately. Salabaetto was under the greateſt aſto- 
niſhment, and taking her in his arms, he began to ſay, 
Alas, my dear heart, what is it that has happened to you 
thus all of a ſudden? Tell me, my life, I intreat you, 
do, — When ſhe replied at laſt, My: dan lord, I know 
neither what to do, nor what to ſay, I have juſt received 
letters from Meſſma, wherein my brother informs me, 
that tho? I pawn all I have I muſt without fail remit 
a thouſand florins of gold in eight day's time, otherwiſe 
that he muſt inevitably loſe his head, Now I find it 
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impoſſible to raiſe the money upon ſo ſhort a notice: Had 
I but fifteen days, I could procure it from a place, whence 
I could command even a greater ſum ; or I could ſell ſome 
of my lands: But as it can't now be done, I wiſh I had 
been in my grave rather than to have lived to know 
this trouble; and fo ſhe continued weeping, Whilſt Sala- 
_baetto, whoſe love had taken away his underſtanditig, think- 
ing that her tears were real, and what ſhe ſaid was true, 
made anſwer, Madam, I am unable to furniſh you with 
a thouſand ; but with five hundred J can, as you think 
you will be able to pay me in fifteen days: And it is 
your good fortune that I happened to ſell my cloth yeſter- 
day, otherwiſe I could not have ſpared you one farthing. 
Alas, quoth the lady, then have you been in want of 
money? Why did you not ſpeak to me? For tho? J have 
not a thouſand, I have always an hundred or two to ſpare 
for you. You deprive me of the aſſurance to accept your 
_ proffer'd fayour, He, quite captivated with theſe fine 
ſpeeches, made anſwer, Madam, you ſhall have it never- 
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as before, Moreover the time limited was paſt, and one 
or two months over, and when he demanded his money he 
could get nothing but words by way of payment. Whilſt 
he, now ſenſible of the arts of this wicked woman, as well as 
of his own want of ſenſe, and knowing that he had no proof 
againſt her, but what ſhe herſelf would pleaſe to acknow- 
ledge 9 5 being nothing of any writing between them) 
was aſh 1 190 make his complaint to any one, both be- 
cauſe — had notice of it before, and alſo on account of the 
diſgrace which he muſt undergo for his monſtrous eredu- 
lity ; and ſo he continued uneaſy and diſconſolate to the laſt 
degree. And receiving frequent letters from his maſters, 
wherein he was required to get bills of exchange for the 
money, and remit to them; he reſolved, for preventing a 
diſcovery, to leave the place, and he embarked on board a 
little veſſel, not for Piſa, as he ſhould have done, but dire&- 
ly for Naples. At that time lived there Signor Pietro dello 
Canigiano, treaſurer to the empreſs of Conſtantinople, a very 
ſubtle ſenſible man, and a great friend to Salabaetto and his 
maſters, 'to whom he made his caſe known, requeſting his 
aſliftance in getting himſelf a livelihood, and declaring that 
he would never more return to 2 When Canigiano, 
| who was much concerned for him, replied, You have done 
very ri ill; very ill indeed have you behaved yourſelf; ſmall 
is the regard which you have ſhewed to your principals ; too 
much have you expended upon your pleaſures. *Tis done 
howeyer, and we muſt remedy it as well as we can. When, 
like a prudent . man, he. confider'd what courſe it was beft 
to take, and acquainted him with it. Salabaetto was 
pleas d with the ſcheme, and reſolved to follow it; and 
having ſome money of his own, and Canigiano lending him 
ſome, he made diverſe bales of goods well pack'd together, 
and procured about twenty casks for oil, which he fill'd, 
and returned with them to Palermo, where he enter d them 
as on his own account in the regiſter, with what value he 
pleaſed to put upon them; and he laid them up in the ware- 
houſe, declaring, chat they were not to be meddled with till 
more goods of his ſhould arrive, which he was daily expect- 
ing. The lady hearing of this, and underſtanding that 
the goods be had already there were worth two thouſand 
florins, and that what remained to come were rated at 
three thouſand more, began to think that ſhe had got too 
* from him! hitherto ; ; fo ſhe thought of returning the 
H 
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five hundred, to come in for a better part of the five thou- 
ſand, and accordingly ſhe ſent for him. He went with 
malice in his heart, whilſt ſhe, ſeeming to know nothin 

of what he had brought, appeared wonderfully pleaſed at 
ſeeing him, and ſaid, Now, was you really vex'd becauſe [ 
filed giving you your money at your time ? He ſmiled, and 
replied, In truth, Madam, I was a little uneaſy, being that 
I would pluck my very heart out if I thought it would pleafe 
you ; but you ſhall ſee how much I was offended. Such is 
my regard for you, that I have ſold the greateſt part of my 
eſtate, and have brought as much merchandize as is worth 


two thouſand florins, and I expect from the Levant what 


will amount to three thouſand more; reſolving to have a 
warehouſe, and to. abide here, for the ſake of being near 


you, as I think no body can be happier in their love than I 


am in yours. She then replied, Now truſt me, Salabaette, 
whatever redoundeth to your benefit is extremely pleaſing 
to me, as I hold you dearer than my own. life; and I am 
glad you are returned with an intention oſ ſtaying, becauſe 


1 hope to have a great deal of your company; but it is 


fit that I excuſe myſelf to you, in that ſometimes you 
came to ſee me, and was not admitted, and at other times 


not ſo chearfully received as before, and beſides this, for my 


not paying you the money accorcing to promiſe. Now 
you muſt know that I was then in very great trouble, and 
upon ſuch occaſions, be one's love what it will, one can- 
not look fo pleaſant as at another time: I muſt tell you like- 
wiſe that it is a very difficult thing for a lady to raiſe a 
thouſand florins, people impoſe upon us in that manner, 
without ever minding what they promiſe ; ſo that we are 
forced to deceive others. Hence it is therefore, and for no 
other reaſon, that I did not return you your money ; but 
J had got it ready juſt as you went away, and would have 
ſent it after you, had I known where to have found you; 
but as I did not, I kept it carefully for you. So ſending for 


a purſe, which had the very fame florins in it, that he had 
delivered to her, ſhe put it into his hand, faying, See, and 


count if there are five hundred, Never was Salabaetto ſo 
overjoyed as at that preſent time ; ſo telling them over, and 
finding there were juſt five hundred, he replied, Madam, 
I am convinced that what you ſay is true; but let us talk 
no more about it, you have done your part, and I aſſure you 


upon that account, as well as the love I have for you, that 


What- 
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whatever ſum of money you ſhall want at any time, if it 
be in my power to ſupply you, you may command it; as 
ou may ſoon ſee upon trial. Thus their love being re- 
new'd (in word at leaſt) he continued artfully his viſits as 
before; whilſt ſhe ſhew'd him all the reſpect and honour 
that could be, expreſſing the ſame fondneſs as ever. But 
he willing to feturn meaſure for meaſure being invited one 
night to ſup with her, went thither, all ſad and melan- 
choly, like a perſon in deſpair. When ſhe kiſſing and 
embracing him, would needs know the cauſe of all that 
ſorrow, He having ſuffered her to intreat him for ſome. 
time, at laſt ſaid, I am undone; for the ſhip which had 
the goods on board, that I have been expecting, is taken 
by the Corſairs of Maca, and put up at the ranſom of 
ten thouſand florins, one thouſand of which falls to my 
are, and I have not one farthing to pay it with; for the 
five hundred which you paid me, I ſent inſtantly : to Naples 
to lay out in cloth to be ſent hither ; and was I to offer to 
ſell: the goods I have here, as it is an improper time, I muſt 
do it to very great loſs, and being a ſtranger I have no 
body to apply to; fo that I know neither what to ſay, nor 
what to do: And if the money be not ſent immediately, 
they will be carried into Monaco, and then they will be 
paſt redemption. She was under great concern at hearing 
this, reckoning a good part of it as loſt to herſelf; and 
conſidering how to prevent the goods being ſent to Monaca, 
at laſt ſhe aid, God knows how much my love for you 
makes me grieve for your misfortune. But to what pur- 
| Poſe is that? Had I the money I would inſtantly give it 
you; but I have not. Indeed there is a perſon that lent 
me five hundred florins the other day when I was in dif- 
treſs, but he expects an exorbitant intereſt, viz. no leſs 
than thirty in the hundred. If you will have the money 
of this man, you muſt give him good ſecurity. Now I am 
ready to pledge my gaods here, and paſs my word as far as 
that will go to ſerve you; but how will you ſecure the re- 
mainder ? Salabaetto knew the reaſon of her propoſing this 
piece of ſervice, and that ſhe herſelf was to lend the 
money ; fo being well pleaſed he returned her thanks, and 
ſaid, That let the intereſt be what it wou'd, his neceſſity 
was ſuch that he muſt agree to it; when he added, that 
he would make a ſecurity by his goods which he had in 
| the warehouſe, and that they ſhould be aſſigned over 2 
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the regiſter to the perſon that advanced the money, but- 
that he would keep the key, as well for the ſake of ſhew-. 


ing them, . if any body ſhould want to ſee them, as to 
prevent their being exchanged or meddled with. The 
lady replied, You ſpeak extremely well, the ſecurity is 
ſufficient: And at the time appointed ſhe ſent for a broker, 
in whom ſhe put great confidence, when ſhe told him 


what he was to do, and gave him the money, which he 
carried ſtraightway to Salabaetto, who aſſigned over his goods 


to him at the cuſtom-houſe, and they were entered in his 
name; ſo they parted, giving each other counter-ſecurity. 


When Salabaetto immediately imbark'd with the fifteen hun- 


dred florins, and went to Pietro della Canigiano at Naples, 
from whence he remitted to his maſters at Florence the en- 
tire account of what he had made of their cloth ; and hav- 
ing paid Pietro, and every one elſe what he owed them, 
they laughed very. heartily together at the trick put up- 
on his. Sicilian miſtreſs, From thence reſolving to trade 
no longer, he went to Florence, In the mean time, the 
lady finding Salabaetio was not at Palermo, begun to 
wonder, and grow half ſuſpicious; and after waiting two 
months, and hearing nothing of his return, ſhe made the 
broker force open the warehouſe, when firſt ſhe tried the 
casks, which ſhe ſuppoſed had been full of oil, and found 
them full of falt-water, with a ſmall quantity of oil at top, 


juſt at the bung- hole. She then look'd into the bales of 
goods, only two of which had cloth in them, and the reſt 


were ſtuff d with coarſe hurds of hemp; that in ſhort the 
whole was not worth two hundred florins, So ſhe finding 


Herſelf thus impos'd upon, was under great affliction for a 


Jong time with regard to the five hundred florins that ſhe had 
reſtor*d, and much more for the thouſand ſhe had lent ; of- 
ten ſaying, That whoever had to do with a Tuſcan, had 
need have all their eyes about them. Thus ſhe became a 
common jeſt afterwards, having found to her coſt that ſome 
people have as much cunning as others. After Dioneus 
had made an end, Lauretta knowing that her reign was 
concluded, and having commended the good advice of Pietro 
Canigiano, as appear d by its effect, and the ſagacity of Sala- 
baetto (no leſs to be admir'd) in putting it in execution, took 
the crown from her own head, and plac'd it upon Emilia, 
faying, Madam, I don't know whether you will make a 
pleaſant queen or not, but a pretty one, I'm ſure, you 15 


See then, that your works correſpond. with your beauty. 
Emilia (not ſo much for the honour conferred upon her, as 
for hearing herſelf commended in reſpe& of. that which la- 
dies moſt of all covet) hluſh'd a little, ſeeming like the 
opening of a roſe in the morning ; but after ſhe had turned 
her eyes down to the ground, that the redneſs was ſomething 
gone off, and having given her orders to the maſter of the houſ- - 
hold concerning what ſhe would have done, ſhe begun in this 
manner: We often ſee, Ladies, that after oxen have la- 
bour'd at the yoke all the day, £7 are then turn'd looſe, 
and permitted to graze thro the Hreſts at their pleaſure, It 
is alſo certain, that gardens which have variety of trees in 
them, are more delightful than groves where are nothing 
but oaks: For which reaſons, conſidering how many days 
we have been confin'd to certain laws, it may be convenient 
for us all to take a little liberty to refreſh, and give us ſtrength 
againſt our returning to the yoke : I ſhall therefore give you 
no particular ſubject for to-morrow, but leave you all to 
pleaſe yourſelves, being of opinion, that variety of things 
will be no leſs entertaining than keeing ſtrictly to . 
ſucceſſor, if he pleaſes, may keep to the old laws. — 
And ſo ſhe gave them leave to depart till ſupper-time. The 
queen's order was generally approv'd, when they went to 
their different amuſements. The ladies made noſe-gays and 
chaplets of flowers, and the gentlemen fat down to play, or 
elſe to ſing; and thus they were employ'd till ſupper, when 
they plac'd themſelves by the fountain- ſide, and ſupp'd very 


merrily together. Afterwards they fell to dancing and ſing- 
ing, when the queen, to purſue the method of her predeceſ- 
ſors, beſides what many of them had voluntarily given, or- 
der'd Pamphilus to begin a ſong, which he did as follows: 


S ON G. 
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Such the abundant am raus joy 


" With which my heart elate hath been, 
As no refiraint, no bounds to know, 


Aud fluſhing in my face is ſeen !* 
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I vain my feeble ſong afſays 


To paint what cannot be expreſt ; 
And which more fully to have known, 
Mau d bring but jealouſy at beſt, 


III. 


Cor'd I have ford a wiſh like this, 
M utmoſt hope have reach d ſo far, 
To claſp her yielding taper waiſt, 

And preſs my eager lips to her © 


Every one join'd with Pamphilus's ſong; nor was 
there any among them, but was making conjectures, more 
than was neceſſary, to find out what he meant to conceal. 
And tho? they imagin'd different things, yet none of them 
was in the right. But the queen ſeeing the ſong was 


ended, and that the company was diſpos'd for reſt, gave or- 
ders for them all to go to bed. 1 


The 


E 


The NINTH DAY 


of the Dionne; or Ten Days Entertainment 
, of Boccace. 


In. 


NUR ORA had now ds the W Frogs 
blue to purple, and the flowers along the mea- 

Z dows begun to open to the riſing ſun, when the 
queen aroſe with all her company; and they 
took a walk together to a grove, not far from 
the palace, where they ſaw variety of creatures, ſuch aa 
deer, goats, Oc. ſo ſecure from the hunter, by reaſon of the 
then raging peſtilence, that they ſtood gazing upon them as 
tho* they had been tame. Upon a nearer approach, firſt to 
one, and then to another, as if they meant to play with 
them, they were greatly delighted to ſee them run and 
skip about them. But the fun being now riſen a good 
height, it was thought convenient to return, They had 
all oak. garlands on, with their hands full of flowers, or 
ſweet- ſmelling herbs; ſo that whoever had ſeen them, muſt 
needs have concluded, either that death would not be able to 
vanquiſh them, or at leaſt that he would find them no o- 
therwiſe than merry. In this manner they came ſtep by ſtep 
to the palace, laughing, joking, and ſinging all the way, 
where they found every thing in order; and, after repoſing 
themſelves a while, they ſung half a dozen: ſongs before 
they would fit down to table. They then waſh'd their 
hands, and dinner was ſerv'd up, when being ſufficiently re- 
ad, and after taking a'dance'or two, the queen gave leave 
tor ſuch as were ſo diſpoſed to go to reſt, At the uſual _ 
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they met at the uſual place; when the queen, looking on 


Philomena, bid her begin for that day: Which ſhe did in 


this manner. 


© NOVEL I. 


Madam Franceſca, having two lovers, and liking nei 
ther of them, rids berſelf of both, by making one go 
and lie down in a perſon*s grave, and ſending the 
other to fetch him out. | 


AM well pleaſed, Madam, as it is your will, ta 
run the firſt ring in this free and open field of 

relating novels, wherein your courteſy has pla- 
Ly cd us; not doubting, if I perform well, but 
| that they who come after will do as well or bet- 
ter. It has often been made appear in our diſcourſes, how 
great the force of love is; nor do I think the ſubject 
would be exhauſted, were we to talk of nothing elſe from 
year's end to year's end: And becauſe it hath led its votaries 


not only into various dangers of death, but even into the ve- 


ry manſions of the dead, I purpoſe to add a ftory to what 
has been already given; wherein, beſides the power of love, 


will be ſhew'd the contrivance of a certain lady to rid her- 
. ſelf of two lovers, who were neither of them to her liking, 


In the city of Piſtoia, there was a handſome wi- 
dow lady, whom two of our townſmen, who were baniſh'd 
from hence thither, were deſperately in love with, and who 
uſed their utmoſt endeavours to gain her affection; the one 
nam'd Rinuccia Palermina, and the other Aleſſandro Chiar- 
monte/i, Now this lady, who was call'd Franceſca de La- 
æari, had been often ſolicited by them, when ſhe liſtened 
ton haſtily to their importunities; and being afterwards de- 
brous to quit herſelf of thoſe engagements without being able 
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to do it, it came into her head at laſt to ask a piece of ſervice 
of them, which (tho* poſſible to be done) ſhe ſuppos*d nei- 
ther would undertake ; ſo that, from their not complyin 
ſhe might have a juſt pretence of turning them adrift, The 
thing was this: The very day that ſhe firſt thought of it, 
was a man buried at Piſtoia, who, tho of a good family, 
was reputed to have been one of the vileſt wretches that ever 
was born: Moreover, he was fo deform'd, that they who 
did not know him, would have been frighted at the firſt 
fight of him. This circumſtance, ſhe thought, fell in yery 
_ aptly with her deſign ; wherefore ſhe {aid to her maid, Thou 
knoweſt what plague and trouble I have had with theſe two 
Florentines; now I have a mind to have neither the one nor 
the other: In order then to ſhake them off, I intend to 
make trial of them in a certain affair which Pm confident 
they will refuſe to do; and thou ſhalt hear what this is: Laſt 
night, thou knoweſt, was interr'd in the church-yard be- 
| longing to the lefler friars, Scanadio (for ſo was the man 
call d whom we have been ſpeaking of) who, even when a- 
live, was frightful to moſt people: Do thou go thenprivately 
to Aleſſandro, and fay thus, namely, That thy miſtreſs. or- 
ders thee to acquaint him, that the time is now come when 
he may be ſecure of her love in the following manner: For 
that one of her relations (for a reaſon which he will know 
afterwards) is to bring that man's corps to her houſe, which 
ſhe is much averſe to; thereforeſhe begs it as a favour of him, 
that he would go about the beginningof the night into the grave, 
and put the man's ſnroud on, waiting there till the perſon comes 
to take him away, which he is to ſuffer him to do, without 
ſpeaking a word, and to let him carry him to her houſe, where 
ſhe will be ready to receive him, and the reſt he may leave to 
her. If he agrees to it, tis well; but if he refuſes, charge 
him at his peril not to come any more in her ſight, or to 
trouble her with his meſſages. After this thou muſt go to 
Kinuccio, and tell him, That thy miſtreſs is ready to gratify 
him, upon condition that he'll do her one piece of ſervice ; 
vhich is to fetch Scannadioout of his grave about midnight, and 
bring him to her houſe ; the meaning of which he will ſee at that 
time; and if he ſhould refuſe, that he offer to come no more 
near her. So the maid went to both, and deliver'd her meſ- 
ſages. When they replied, That they wouldnot on ly go 
into a grave, but even to hell, if it was her deſire. And ac- 
10m R cordingly 
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cordingly ſhe reported their anſwers to the lad y, who was 
waiting to ſee if they would be ſuch fools to do ſo. When 


night came therefore, Aleſſandro ſtript into his waiſtcoat, and 


went to ſupply Scannadio's place in the vault ; whilſt he was 
ſeized with a fudden terror by the way, and begun to ſay to 
himſelf, What a fool am I! Whither am I going? How do 
I know but this is a trap laid by ſome of her relations, who 
have made a diſcovery of my love, to murder me in the 
vauit ? which may be effected. and no body know any 


thing of the matter: Or how can I be aſſured but it is a 


ſtratagem of ſome rival, whom ſhe may love better than 1? 


But ſuppoſe again, on the other hand, that none of theſe 


things are intended, and that her relations carry me to 


her houſe, Lmuſt conclude that they cannot want Scannadios 


body, either to keep themſelves, or to preſent to her; but 
rather that they mean to mangle it, as having deſerv'd ſuch 
treatment from them. She alſo enjoins me not to ſpeak a 
word, whatever ſhall be done to me. But ſuppoſe they 


_ pluck out my eyes, or lop off my hands, how can I bear 


that? And ſhould I cry out, and they know me, they 
might then uſe me ill; or otherwiſe, they may not leave me 
with the lady, and ſo ſhe will pretend that I have diſobey'd 
her orders, and my labour will be all oft, Full of theſe 
reflections, he was on the point of returning home; till his 
love ſpurr'd him on with more prevailing arguments to the 


- contrary, which hurried him along to the vault, which he 
open'd, and having entred therein, he ſtript the dead body, 
and put on the ſhroud ; and after he had clos'd the grave a- 
gain, he laid himſelf down in Scannadio's place, when call- 


ing to mind the man's character, and the reports which he 
Had heard of his ranſacking people's graves, and committing 


all kinds of villainy, he was fo terrified that his hair ſtood 


an end, and he was expeCting every moment, that the man 


. ſhould riſe up and ſtrangle him there. Yet till his love got 


the better of his fear, and he lay as tho' he was dead, wait- 
ing for the event. As ſoon as it was midnight, Rinuccis 
went out alſo to obey his miſtreſs's commands; and as he 


paſt along, he fell a thinking of many things which might 


happen to him; particularly his being met by the ſheriff's 
officers with Scannadios body on his back, and ſo puniſh'd 
for ſacrilege, or elſe his falling under the reſentment of the 
man's relations, if they ſhould chance to know it ; with 
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more ſuch apprehenſions, enough to have deterred him from 

that enterprize. Till conſidering with himſelf, he ſaid, 
What, and ſhall I ſay no to the lady's firſt requeſt, whom 
have loved, and do ſtill love ſo much; eſpecially as it is to 
gain her favour? Undoubtedly, was I ſure to die in the at- 
tempt, I would fulfil my promiſe. Full of that reſolution, he 
went to the grave, and open'd it. Aleſſandro, tho he was 
very much frighted, lay ftill nevertheleſs, Whilſt Ri- 
nuccio, thinking that it was Scannadio's body, took Aleſ- 
ſandro by the feet, and drew him out; and hoifting him 
upon his ſhoulders, he went on towards Franceſca's houſe > 
When carrying him along without any great care, he 
would frequently hit him a great thump againſt the wall firſt 
on one ſide, and then on the other: The night alſo was 
ſo dark, that he ſcarce knew where he went; and being 
now got to her door, and ſhe fitting with her maid at 
the window, expecting their coming, and prepar'd to 
ſend them about their buſineſs, it happen'd, that the 
_ officers were waiting there to take a certain outlay ; 
when hearing the noiſe of Rinuccro's ſteps, they drew out 
their lanthorns, to ſee who it was, whilſt they rais'd' up 
their halberds, and cried out, Who's there? Rinuccio 
upon this, without any great deliberation, threw his bur- 
den down, and run away as faſt as his legs could car- 
ry him. Aleſſandro too got up as ſpeedily as he could 
(tho the dead man's clothes were a good deal too long 
for him) and made off as well as the other. Now the 
lady ſaw plainly, by the efficers light, how Rznuccio had 
the other upon his back, with the dead man's ſhroud 
on, and was aftoniſh'd at the reſolutions of both; laugh- 
ing heartily however, as ſoon as ſhe faw Aleſſandro thrown 
down, and that each of them took to his heels. And being 
thankful for her deliverance, ſhe return'd into her chamber, 
declaring to her maid, that ſurely their love muſt be very great, 
to fulfil ſuch conditions. Rinucc!o ſtaid at a diſtance, curſ- 
ing his hard fortune, till the officers were gone, when 
he came groping whereabout he had thrown Aleſſandro 
down, endeavouring to find him for the completion of 
his commands ; but not meeting with him, and ſuppoſ- 
ing that the officers had taken him away, he departed, 
vex'd at his diſappointment. Aleſſandro alſo not know- 
ing what to do, and being ignorant who the perſon was 
„ that 
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that had carried him thither, went home with the like 
concern. And in the morning Scamadio's vault being 
und open, and the body not ſeen therein, becauſe 4. 
andro had roll'd it to the bottom, the town was all 
in an uproar about it; many people believing that 
the devil had certainly gotten him. Nevertheleſs, both 


the lovers ſignified to the lady what they had done, and 


how they had been diſappointed, excuſing themſelves 
thereby, for not having fully executed her commands, 


and ftill intreating her favour and love. Whilſt ſhe 


ſeeming to credit neither, cut them both ſhort with an 
abſolute denial, inaſmuch as both had fail'd in the perform -· 


ance of the conditions requir'd. 


7 
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An abbeſs going in haſte, and in the dark; to ſurprize 
one of her nuns, inſtead of her veil, puts on the 
prigſt's breeches that was in bed with her. The la- 
dy accusd makes a juſt remark upon this; and fo 
capes: ' a of > ( 


peak. In Lombardy was a monaſtery famous for its 
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noble family, who had fallen in love with a young gentle. 
man that came with a relation of hers to ſee her at the 


grate; He alſo had conceived the ſame affection for her, 
and this love continued ſome time without effect, to the 


great concern of both. At laſt he thought of a way to 


get to her, and continued viſiting her in that manner, till 
he was diſcovered by one of the ladies. She communicat- 
ed the affair to ſome others; and firſt, they were reſolved 
to accuſe her to the abbeſs, a worthy good lady in the opi- 
nion of the nuns and other people that knew her : But 
afterwards, for fear ſhe ſhould deny it, it was agreed, that 
the abbeſs ſhould ſurprize them together; and ſo they kept 
watch by turns, in order to find them out. One night 
therefore 7/abella having her lover in her chamber, with- 
out the leaſt ſuſpicion of their deſigns, the ſcouts immedi- 
ately perceived it, and dividing themſelves into two parties, 
one guarded the enterance into her room, whilſt the other 
ran to the lady abbeſs's chamber, when knocking at the 
door, they cried, Pray, Madam, pet up as quick as you can, 


for our ſiſter Jſabella has got a man in her chamber. Now 


that night it happened, that the abbeſs had a prieſt in bed 
with her, who had been frequently brought to her in a 
cheſt. So ſhe hearing this, and fearing left, out of their 
great hurry and eagerneſs, they might force the door open, 
immediately aroſe, and dreſt herſelf as well as ſhe could in 
the dark; and thinking that ſhe had taken a certain plaited 
veil, which ſhe uſually wore, ſhe chanced to lay hold of 
the prieſt's breeches, and: threw them over her head in its 
ſtead; when ſhe went forth, and locking the door ftraight- 


way after her, ſhe ſaid, Where is this wicked woman? 


Away then ſhe poſted along with the nuns, who were ſo 
zealous and intent upon finding out poor Jſabella, that they 
never took notice of what ſhe had gotten upon her head : 
And coming to her chamber, they found her and her lover 
in bed together, who were ſo confounded that they could 
not ſpeak a word. She was then taken and carried to the 
chapter-houſe, the young gentleman being left in the cham- 
ber, when he dreſt himſelf, waiting to ſee what the end 
would be, and reſolving to revenge himſelf, if any harm 
was offered to his miſtreſs, and then to take her away. The 
abbeſs having taken her place in the chapter, with her nuns 
about her, who had all their eyes only on the guilty perſon, 
ſhe began to give her a moſt ſevere reprimand, for N 
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| defil'd, as ſhe told her, by her moſt diſorderly and wicked 
actions, the ſanctity, honeſty, and good name of the mo- 
naſtery, adding thereto moſt bitter threats. The lady, 
quite confounded between fear and ſhame, was able to make 
no defence, moving many of them to compaſhon with her 
ſilence; but the abbeſs ſtill continuing her abuſes, ſhe hap- 
 pened to raiſe up her head, when ſhe ſaw the breeches hanging 
on each ſide of the abbeſs's neck, and being a little comforted 
with that, as ſuppoſing what the matter was, ſhe ſaid, 
Pleaſe, Madam, to button your coif, and then tell me 
what you would have. What coif is that you mean? re- 
plied ſhe, you wicked woman, you ! Have you the aſſurance 
to laugh at me? Do you think jeſts will ſerve your turn in 
ſuch an affair as this? The lady faid once more, I beg, 
Madam, that you would firſt button your coif, and then 
| ſpeak, Upon which they all perceived the meaning of //a- 
bella's ſaying ſo. And the abbeſs findiflg that ſhe was de- 
tected of the very ſame crime, ſoon changed her note, and 
began to excuſe and palliate the matter, So ſhe returned 
to her prieſt, as Iſabella did to her lover. And they con- 
tinued their interviews together in ſpite of all ſuch as en- 
vied their happineſs ; whilſt the reſt procured themſelves lo- 
vers as ſoon as they could, 8 | 
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Maſter Simon the doctor, with Bruno, and the reſt, 
make Calandrino believe that be is with child ; who 
gives them fowls and money, by Way of compoſing a 

medicine for him; ſo be recovers without bringing 
forth. | 


SES F TER Zaza had concluded her novel, and 
dhe company all expreſſed their joy for the lady's 
happy eſcape from the invidious cenſures of her 
iiſter-nuns; the queen ordered Philgſtratus to 
proceed, which he immediately did in this man- 


ner: The odd figure of a judge, that was ſpoken of yeſter- 


day, prevented my giving you a ſtory of Calandrino, which 
J had ready to tell you. And therefore, as whatever is 


related of him muſt be entertaining (tho' we have had a 


great deal already about him and his companions) I ſhall 
now ſay what I had then in my mind.——You have 
heard who Calandrins was, as well as the reſt of the people 
eoncerned in this novel ; fo I ſhall tell you, without more 
ado, that he had an aunt died who left him about twenty 
pounds, whereupon he began to talk of purchaſing an 
eſtate, and was running to treat with every broker in 
Florence (as tho he had been worth the Indies) but there 
was an end always when they came to talk of a price. = 

| | rung 
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Bruno and Buffalmacco, who knew all this, had often told 
him, that he had better ſpend it with them, than to lay it 
out on a little paltry land ; but in vain, he would never part 
with a farthing. So one day being in company with an- 
other painter, whoſe name was Nell, and having agreed 
to feaſt themſelves well at his expence, and being reſoly'd 
too in what manner ; the next morning, as he was going 
out of his houſe he was met by Nells, who faid, Good 
morning to you, friend. Calandrino replied, Good morn- 
ing to you, and a good year alfo, After which the other 
began to look wiſtfully in his face, when he ſaid, What 
do you look at? Quoth Nello, Has any thing been the mat- 
ter with you laſt night? You are quite a different perſon. 
Calandrino grew doubtful 'at this, and faid, Alas! now 
what do you think I ail? Nel replied, Oh! I don't 
ſpeak it upon that account, it may be ſomething elſe, and 
away he went, Calandrino went on a little diffident, tho“ 
feeling nothing all the time, when Buffalmacco came up 
to him, ſeeing him part from Nell, and asked him if, he 
was well. Calandrino replied, Indeed I don't know : Is 
it poſſible to be otherwiſe, and I not perceive it? Said BA 
falmacco, It may be ſo; or it may not; but J aſſure you, 
you look as tho' you was half dead. He now thought 
himſelf in an high fever, when Bruns came up, and the 
firſt word he ſaid was, Monſtrous ! how you look ! why 
you are dead. Have you any ſenſe of feeling? He now 
concluded it was really fo, and he asked them in a great 
fright, What he had beſt to do? I adviſe, quoth Bruns, 
that you go home and get to bed, covering yourſelf up 
cloſe, whilſt you ſend your water to Maſter Simon the doc- 
tor: He is our friend, you know, and will put you into 
a method ; in the mean time we'll go with you, and do 
what we can for you. So they took him to his own 
houſe, and he went up ftairs ready to die away every 
moment, when he faid to his wife, Come and cover me 
up well in bed, for I find myſelf extremely ill. And be- 
ing laid down, he ſent his water by a little girl to the 
doctor, whoſe ſhop was in the old market, at the ſign of 
the melon, Whilſt Bruno faid to his friends, Do you ftay 
here, and I will go and hear what the doctor ſays, and 
bring him with me if there be occaſion, Said Calan- 
Jim, Pray do, my good 1 , and Jet me know how 
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it ſtands with me, for 1 feel myſelf ſtrangely within. So 


he got to the doctor's before the girl, and let him into the 


ſecret. When the child came therefore, and he had exa- 
mined the water, he ſaid to her, Go, and bid him ke 

warm, and I'll come inſtantly, and direct what to do, 
She returned, and told Calandrino; and in a little time 


the doctor and Bruno came together, when the doctor 
fate down by him, and began to feel of his pulſe, and 


at laſt he ſaid, The wife being preſent, I muſt tell you 
as a friend, that your illneſs is nothing elſe but your being 
with child. As ſoon as he heard this he began to roar 


out, and ſay to his wife, Alas, this is all your doing! Whilſt 


the poor woman was ſo ſurprized, and out of countenance, 


that ſhe leſt/ the room. He then continued his complaints, 


faying, What muſt I do? Or how ſhall I be deliver d! 
His companions had much ado to keep from laughing, 
ſeeing him in all this fright; and as for the doctor, he 
ſhew'd all his teeth in ſuch a manner, that you might 
have drawn them every one out. Till, at length, Ca- 


Jandrins requeſting the doctor's beſt advice and afliſtance, 


the doctor replied, Calandrino, I would not have you 
make yourſelf too uneaſy ; for ſince I know your ail- 
ment, I doubt not but I ſhall ſoon give you relief, and 
with a very little trouble ; byt it will be ſame expence. 
O doctor, quoth he, I have twenty pounds which ſhould 
have bought me an eftate ; take it all, rather than let it 
come to a labour; for I hear the women make ſuch a 


Noiſe at thoſe times, that I ſhall never get thro' it. Ne- 


ver fear, quoth the doctor, I ſhall prepare you a diſtill'd 


liquor, very pleaſant to the taſte, which ſhall reſolve and 


bring jt away; ſo that in three days you ſhall be as well 
as ever, nor ſubject any more to the like miſhap. Now 
I muſt have ſix fat fowls, and for'the other things, which 


will coſt about ten ſhillings, you muſt give one of your 


friends here the money to buy, and bring them to my 
ſhop ; and to morrow morning I'll ſend you the diftilVd 
water, which you muſt drink by a large glaſs full at a 


time. He replied, Doctor, I rely upon you. So he gave 


Bruno ten ſhillings, and money alſo for the fowls, and 
defired he would take that trouble upon him. The 
doctor then made a little hippocraſs, and ſent him. 


Whilſt Bruno, with his companions and the doctor, were 


very 
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very merry over the fowls, and other good chear pur- 
chaſed with the reſt of the money. And after Calan- 
drino had drunk the hippocraſs for three mornings, the 
doctor came with his companions to ſee him, and upon 
feeling his pulſe, he faid, You are now quite well, and 
need confine yourſelf within doors no longer, He was 
overjoy'd at this, and gave the doctor great thanks, tell- 

ing every body he met what a cure doctor Simon had 
wrought upon him in three day's time, and without the 
laſt pain. Nor were his friends leſs pleaſed in over-reach- | 
ing his extreme avarice ; but as to the wife, ſhe ſaw into 9 
the trick, and made a great clamour about it. 
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Fortarrigo playd away all that he had at Buoncon- 

vento, as alſo the money of Angiolieri, who was his 

" maſter ;, when running acway in his ſhirt, and pre- 

tending that the other had robb'd him, he causd 

Bim to be ſeized by the country people, and he put on 

his clothes, and rode away upon his horſe, leaving 
bim there in his ſhirt. 


d&) ALANDRINO's fim plicity. had occaſion'd 
a good deal of diverſion ; when Neiphile, as it 
8 Was the queen's pleaſure, began in this manner. 
If it was not more difficuit for people to ſhew 
their worth and good ſenſe, rather than their 
bad diſpoſitions and folly, they would not need to lay their 
tongues under that ſevere reſtraint, as many are forc'd to do: 
Now. I mean to tell a ſtory quite contrary to the laſt 5; name- 
ly, how the vileneſs of one man came beyond the under- 
ſtanding of another, to the great detriment and deriſion of 
the perſon fo outwitted. There dwelt not long ſince at 
Sienna two young men of equal years, the one nam'd Angio- 
liert, and the other Fortarrigo, who, as they reſembled each 
other. in many things, fo more particularly in their diſobe- 
dience to their fathers, by which means they became inſe- 
arable friends. But Angiolieri, who was a well-accom- 
pliſh'd gentleman, finding that he could not ſubſiſt very well 
there upon his father's allowance; and hearing that a certain 
cardinal was come to Ancona, as the pope's legate, who had 
ſhew'd a particular regard for him, he reſolv'd to go thither, 
in 1 of * "his condition, So making his mind 
1 8 known 
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' known to his father, he got half a year's ſtipend before - hand, 
in order to furniſh himſelf with clothes and horſes for his 
more ereditable appearance. And being in want of a fer- 
vant, Fortarrigo, Who had notice of it, came and requeſted 
the fayour that he would take him along with him in that 
capacity, offering to be his valet, footman, and every thing 
' elfe, without a. farthing of wages more than his expences; 
which the other refus d, not that he thought him unfit for 
his ſervice, but becauſe he knew him to be a gameſter, and 

one that would frequently get drunk. Fortarrigo aflur'd him, 
that he would be conſtantly. on his guard with reſpect to 
both; confirming it with many proteſtations, and begging 
ſo hard beſides, that at laſt he gave his conſent. Accord- 
ingly they ſet out upon their journey, and rode as far as Buor- 
conventa, where they ſtopt to dine; and after dinner, as it 
was very hot weather, Angiolieri order'd a bed to be got 
ready, when he made his man undreſs him, and went to 
ſleep, ordering him to call him up exactly as the clock 
ſtruck nine. Whilſt he was aſleep therefore, Fartarriga goes 
to the tavern, andafter drinking pretty heartily, falls to play 
with ſome people there, who ſoon won what little money he 
had, as alſo the clothes off his back. When being deſirous 
of retrieving what he had loſt, he went (ſtript as he was) 
to Angioheri's bed-ſide, and finding him faſt afleep, he 
took all his money out of his pocket, and returned to 
play with it.; and which he Joſt, as he had done the 
reſt. As foon as Angiolieri awoke, he aroſe. and dreſt 
himſelf, enquiring for Fortarrigo; who not being to 
be found, he ſuppos'd he was gone ſomewhere or other 
to ſleep, as he was us'd to do; wherefore he determined to 
lea ve him there, ordering the ſaddle and portmanteau to be 
put upon his horſe, with a deſign of providing himſelf with 
another ſervant at Corfignano, And putting his hand into 
his pocket to pay his landlord, he found he had no money; 
upon which he made a great uproar, declaring that he had 
been robb'd, and threatening to have them all ſent priſoners 
to Sienna; when behold, Fortarrigo came running in his 
ſhirt, with a deſign of ſtealing his clothes, as he had before 
his money, and ſeeing him about to ride away, he faid, 
What's the meaning of this, Sir? Why ſhould we go 
ſo ſoon? Do, ſtay a little. A man has got my coat in 
pawn for eight and thirty ſhillings ; and I dare ſay, 
he'll-let us have it for five and thirty to be paid * 
N 0 But 
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But as he was ſaying this, a perſon comes and tells Angio- 
teri, that Fortarrigo was the thief, as appear'd from the quan- 
tity of money he had loſt, Upon which Angiolieri was in 
a moſt violent paſſion, threatening to have him hang'd up 
and gibbeted, and ſo he mounted his horſe. But Fortarrigo 
faid, as tho' he had been no way concerned, Pray, Sir, 
leave off this idle talk, and let us have regard to the main 
point; we may have this coat now for five and thirty ſhill- 
ings, which, if we ſtay till to morrow, the perſon who lent 
me the money may expect eight and thirty for. Then 
why ſhould we loſe theſe three ſhillings? Angiolieri was 


out of all patience, hearing this from him, and ſeeing the 


ſurprize of the people all round him (who ſeemed to him to 
think not that Fortarrigo had gam'd away his money, but 
rather that he had ſome of Fortarrigo's money in keeping) 
fo he faid, Pox on thee and thy coat! Is it not enough to 
have robbed me, but thou muſt inſult me into the bargain, 
and ſtop my going away? Still Fortarrigo continued, as tho 
he had not been the perſon ſpoke to, adding, Conſider theſe 
three ſhillings: Do you think I ſhall never pay you again ? 
If you have any regard for me, pray do. Why need you 
be in ſuch an hurry ? We ſhall be time enough at Torre- 
nieri. Then draw your purſe. I may go to every ſhop in 
Sienna, and not get ſuch another coat. And to tell me 


that I muſt leave it for eight and thirty, when it's worth 


more than forty, is doing me a double injury. Angiolieri, 
vex'd to the laſt degree at ſeeing himſelf robbed, and then 
kept in talk after that manner, turned his horſe, and rode 
towards Torreneri. When Fortarrigo, who had {till a more 
Enaviſn deſign, run after him for two miles together, begging 
for his coat; and as the other was going toput on, in order to 
get rid of his noiſe, it happened, that there were ſome la- 
bourers by the road, where Angiolieri was to paſs, when be 


called out to them, Stop thief ; ſo they took their forks and 


ſpades, and ſeized him, imagining that he had robbed the 
other, who was following after in that manner, And 'twas 


in vain that he offered to tell them how the caſe really was. 


In the mean time Fortarrigo came up, and faid, with an 


angry countenance, I have a good mind to knock your 


brains out, you raſcal you! to ride away with what belongs 
to me; and turning to the people, he added, You ſee, 
Gentlemen, in what plight he left me yonder at the inn, 


_ having firſt gam'd away all that he had of his own. I may 


well 
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well ſay that tis you Iam obliged to for getting them back, 
and I ſhall always acknowledge it. Angiolieri then told 
them a different ſtory, but they had no regard to what he 
ſaid. So Fortarrigo diſmounted him with their aſſiſtance, 
and ſtript him of his clothes, which he put on himſelf, and 
got upon his horſe, leaving him there in his ſhirt, and bare- 
foot: When he returned to Sienna, giving it out every 
where that he had won Angiolieri's horſe and clothes at play; 
whilſt Angiolieri, thinking to have viſited the cardinal in a 
ſumptuous manner, returned poor and naked to Buancon- 
vento; and he was ſo aſhamed of himſelf, that he would not 
go back to Sienna; but procuring ſome money upon the 
horſe that Fortarrigo had rode on, he clothed himſelf, and 
went to his relations at Cerſignano, where he ſtay'd till he 
received a ſupply from his father. Thus Angiolteri's good 
deſign was entirely fruſtrated by the other's ſubtle villainy, 
which yet in que time and place met with its deſerved pu- 


niſhment, 
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| Calandrino is ia love with @ certain damſel, when 


Bruno prepares a charm for her, by virtue of which 
e follows bim, and they are found togetber by his 


wife. 
2 E1P HIL # ſhort novel was concluded, with- 


queen ordered Hammetta to follow, which ſhe 
did chearfully in this manner: There is nothing 

can be ſo often repeated, but what will pleaſe 

the more always, if mentioned in due time and place. 


When I conſider therefore the intent of our meeting, which 


is only to amuſe and divert ourſelves whilſt we are here, 
I judge nothing either ill-tim'd or ill placed which ſerves to 


anſwer that purpoſe. : For which reaſon, tho we have had 


a good deal about Calandrino already, yet I'll venture to 
give you another ſtory concerning him. In relating of which, 
was I diſpoſed to vary from the truth, I ſhould carefully 
have diſguiſed it under difterent names ; but as romancing 
upon theſe occaſions greatly leſſens the pleaſure of the hearer, 
T ſhall report it in its true ſhape, relying on the reaſon be- 
fore aſſign'd. Niccolo Cornacchini was a citizen of ours, 
and a very rich man; who, amongſt his other eſtates, 


was poſſeſs d of one at Camerata, where he built himſelf a 


ſeat, and agreed with Bruno and Buffalmacco to paint it, 
but there being a great deal of work, they took Nello and 
Calandrino in to aſſiſt them. Where, as there were ſome 


chambers furniſh'd, and an old woman there to look after the 


houſe, 


out either too much talk or laughter, when the 
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houſe, a fon of this Niccolo's, named Philippo being a gay young 
gentleman) would frequently bring a miſtreſs thither for a 
day or two, and then ſend her away. Amongſt the reſt 
that uſed to come along with him, was one named Nic- 
coliſa,, an agreeable and facetious woman enough, who' go= . 


ing from her chamber one morning in a looſe white bed- 
gown to waſh her hands and face at a fountain there was 
in the court, it happen'd that Calandrino was there at the 
ſame time, when he made his compliments to her, which 
ſhe returned with a kind of ſmile at the oddity of the man. 
Upon this he began to look wiſtfully at her; and ſeeing 
ſhe was, very handſome, he found pretences for ſtaying; but 
yet durſt not ſpeak a word, Still her looks ſeemed to give 
him encouragement, whilſt. the poor man became ſo en- 
amour'd that he had no power to leave the place, till Phi. 
ippo chanc'd to call her into the houſe, He then returned 
to his friends in a moſt piteous taking, which Brum per- 
ceiving, ſaid, What the devil is the matter with you, that 

you ſeem. to be in all this trouble? He replied, Ah m 
friend, if I, had any one to aſſiſt me, I ſhould do well 
enough. As how, .quoth the other? P11 tell you, he re- 
plied, The moſt beautiful woman you ever ſaw, exceeding 
even the fairy queen herſelf, fell in love with me juſt now, 
as I went to the well. Alas, ſaid Bruno, you muſt take 
care it be not Philipps's miſtreſs. I believe it is the ſame, 
he replied ; for ſhe went away the moment he called: her; 
but why ſhould I mind that? Was ſhe the king's, I would 
lie with her if J could. Well, quoth Bruno, Þ11 find out 
who. it is, and if ſhe proves the ſame, I can tell you in two 
words what you have to do; for we are well aequainted to- 
gether; but how ſhall we manage, that Bufalmacco may 
know nothing of the matter? I can never ſpeak to her 
but he'Il be preſent. As to Buffalmacco, ſaid he, I am in 
no pain for him; but we muſt take care of Nella, he is m 

wife's relation, and would ſpoil our whole ſcheme. No- 
Bruno knew her. very well, and as Calandrino was gone 
out one day to get a. ſight of her, he acquainted Buuffals 
macco and. Nello with it, when they agreed together what to 
do in the thing. Upon his return therefore Bruno whiſper'd 
him, and ſaid, Have you ſeen her? Alas! quoth he, I 
have, and. ſhe has ſlain me outright, I'll go and fee, ſaid 
he again, if it be the perſon I mean; if it ſhould, you may 
leave the whole to me. So he went, and told Philippo what 
| | had 
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had paſt, and how they had reſolved to ſerve him ; when he 
came back, and ſaid, It is the ſame, therefore we muſt bo 


very cautious ; for if Philip ſhould chance to find it out, 


all the water in the river would never waſh off the guilt in 
his ſight. But what ſhall I ſay to her on your part? He 
replied, Firſt you muſt let her know that ſhe ſhall have joy 
and pleaſure without end, and afterwards that I am her moſt 
obedient ſervant, and ſo forth. Do you take me right > 


Yes, quoth Brune, I do, and you may now truſt me to 


manage for you. When ſupper- time came they left their 
work, and went down into the court, where they found 
Philippo and his miſtreſs waiting to make themſelves merry 


with the poor man; whilſt Calandrino began to ople her 
in ſuch a manner, that a perſon that was blind almoſt muſt 


have perceived it; in the mean time Philippo pretended to 
be talking to the others, as if he faw nothing of the mat. 
ter. But after ſome time they parted, and as they were re- 
turning to Florence, ſaid Bruno to Calandrino, I tell you 
now, that you have made her melt like ice before the ſun; 
do but bring your guitar therefore, and play her a tune, 


and ſhe'll throw herſelf out of the window to you. Do 


you think fo, quoth Calandrino? Moſt certainly, replied 
the other. Well, quoth he again, who but myſelf could 
have made ſuch a conqueſt in ſo ſmall a time? I am not 
like your young fellows, that whine for years together to no 


manner of purpoſe, Oh! you would be vaſtly pleaſed to 


hear me play and ſing : Beſides, I am not old, as you ſup- 
poſe, which I'll ſoon convince her of. Thus he was fo 
overjoy'd, that he could ſcarce contain himſelf ; and accord- 
ingly the next morning he carried his inftrument with him, 
and diverted them all very much. Whilft he- Was run- 
ning to the window, and to the door, at every turn to 
ſee her, ſo that he did little or no work. Bruno on the 
other part anſwered all his meſſages as from her; and when 
ſhe was not there, he would bring letters, which gave him 
hopes that ſhe would ſoon gratify his defires ; but that then 
ſhe was with her relations, and could not ſee him. Thus 
they diverted themſelves at his expence for ſome time, often 
getting little preſents from him to her, as a purſe or knife, 
or ſome ſuch thing ; for which he brought him in return 
counterfeit rings of no value, with which he was vaſtly 
delighted. And having gone on in this manner for two 
months, when ſeeing that the work was near finiſhed, and 
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imagining that unleſs he brought his love to a concluſion be- 
fore that time, he would have no opportunity of doing it 
afterwards, he began to be very urgent with Bruno about 
it. When the lady being returned, and Bruno having con- 
ferr'd with her and Philippo upon the matter, he ſaid to 
Calandrino, You know that ſhe has made us a thouſand pro- 
. miſes to no purpoſe ; ſo that it appears to me as if ſhe only 
did it to lead us by the noſe : My advice therefore is, that 
we make her comply whether ſhe will or no. The other 
replied, Let us do it then immediately, But, ſays Bruno, 
will your heart ſerve you to touch her with a certain charm 
that I ſhall give you? You need not doubt that, quoth 
Calandrino. Then, continued Bruns, you muſt procure 
me a. little virgin-parchment, a living bat, three grains of 
incenſe, and a conſecrated candle. All that night now was 

he employ'd in taking of a bat, which at length he brought 
with the other things to Bruno, who went into a room by 
himſelf, and ſcribled ſome odd characters- upon the parch- 
ment, when he gave it him, ſaying, Be careful only to touch 
her with this, and ſhe'll do that moment what you would 
have her. Wherefore if Philippo ſhould go from home, 
take an opportunity of coming near, and touching her. at 
that time, and then go into the barn, which is a moſt con- 
venient place for your purpoſe, whither ſhe will follow you, 
when you know what you have to do. Calandrino receiv'd 
it with great joy. ſaying, Let me alone for that. Whilſt 
Nell, whom he was moſt afraid of, was as deep as any in 
the plot, going by Bruno's direction to Calandrino's wife 
at Florence, when he ſaid, Couſin, you have now a fair 
opportunity to revenge yourſelf of your husband, for his 
beating you the other day without cauſe ; if you let it flip 
Il never look upon you more, either as a relation or friend. 
He has gotten a miſtreſs, whom he is frequently with, and 
at this very time they have made an appointment to meet ; 
then pray be a witneſs to it, and correct him as he deſerves. 
This ſeemed to her beyond a jeſt; fo ſhe ſaid, Oh the vil- 
lain! But I'll pay all his old ſcores. Accordingly ſhe took 
her hood, and a woman to bear her company, and went 
along with him; and when Bruns ſaw them at a diſtance, 
be ſaid to Philippo, Behold our friends a coming, you know 
what you have to do, Whereupon Philipto went where 
Calandrino and the people were at work, and faid, Sirs, I 
muſt go to Florence, you'll take care not to be idle when I 
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am away. And he went and hid himfelf in a place where 


he might ſee what paſt ; whilſt Calandrino thinking that he 
was far enough off, went into the court, where he found 
the lady, who weil knowing what he meant to do, came 
near to him, and ſhewed herſelf freer than uſual. Upon 
which he touch'd her with the writing, and then withdrew 
towards the barn, whilſt ſhe followed him in and ſhut the 
door; when laying faſt hold about his arms, without ſuf- 
fering him to ſtir at all, ſhe ſtood for ſome time as tho? ſhe 
was feaſting her eyes with the ſight of him. At length ſhe 
cried out, O my dear Calandrino! my life]! my foul ! my 
only comfort! how long have I defir'd to have thee in this 


manner? He, unable to move, ſaid, My deareſt joy! do, 


let me have one kiſs. My jewel, quoth ſhe, thou art in 
too much haſte; let me ſatisfy my ſelf firſt with gazing upon 


thee. Bruno, Buffalmacco and Philigpo heard and faw all 


this; and juſt as he was ſtriving to get a kiſs from her, 
comes Mello along with the wife, who immediately ſaid, I 


vow they are together. With this ſhe burſt open the door, 


which when Niccoloſa ſa w, ſhe left her ſparks and went to 
Philippo ; whilſt the wife ran and ſeized hint by the hair, 
crying out, You poor pitiful raſcal, to dare to ſerve me in 
this manner] You old villain you! What, have you not e- 
nough at home? A fine fellow truly, to pretend to a mi- 
ſtreſs, with his old worn- out carcaſe ! and ſhe as fine a la- 
dy, to take up with ſuch a jewel! He was confounded to 
that degree, that he made no defence; ſo ſhe beat him as ſhe 
pleaſed, till at length he humbly begg'd of her not to make 
that clamour, unleſs ſhe had a mind to have him murder'd; 
for that the lady was no lefs a perſon than the wife to the 


maſter of the houſe. A plague confound her, ſhe ſaid, be 


ſhe who ſhe will. Bruno and Buffalmacco, who with Phi. 
lippo and Niccoloſa had been laughing heartily at what paſt, 
came in upon them now, as tho' they had been drawn thi- 
ther by the noiſe, when they pacified her with much ado ; 
perſuading Kim to go home, and to come no more, for fear 
Philipp ſhould do him a miſchief. So he went to Florence 
miſerably ſcratch'd and beaten, without having the heart e- 
ver to return ; and plagu'd with the perpetual reproaches of 
his wife, he put an end to his moſt fervent love, after hav» 
ing afforded great matter for diverſion to his friends, to Nie- 
colſa and to Philippe. | | 77 
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Two young gentlemen lie at an inn, one of whom goes 
10 bed to the landlord's daughter ; whilſt the wife, 
by miſtake, lies with the other. Afterwards, be 
that had lain with the daughter, gets to bed }6 the 

father, and tells him all that had paſt, thinking it 

had been his friend: A great uproar is made about 
it; upon which the wife goes to bed to the daughter, 
and very cunningly ſets all to rights again. 


tioned in the laſt, puts me in mind of a novel concerning an- 
other of the ſame name; wherein will be ſhewn, how the 
ſubtile contrivance of a certain good woman was the means 


of preventing a great deal of ſcandal. In the plain of 
Mugnone liv'd an honeſt man (not a long time ago) who 


kept a little hut for the entertainment of trayellers, ſerving 
them with meat and drink for their money; but ſeldom. 
lodging any, unlefs they were his particular acquaintance. 
Now he had a wife, a good comely woman, by whom he 


| had two children, the one an infant, and the other a girl of 


about fifteen or ſixteen years of age, but unmarried, who 
had taken the fancy of a 8 of our city, _ 
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that uſed to travel much that way: Whilſt ſhe, proud of 
ſuch a lover, by endeavouring with her agreeable carriage to 
preſerve his good opinion, ſoon felt the ſame good liking for 
him: which love of their's would ſeveral times have taken 
effect, to the deſire of both, had not Pinuccio (for that was 
the young gentleman's name) carefully avoided it, for her 
credit as well as his own, Till at laft his love growing 


every day more fervent, he reſolved, in order to gain his 


point, to lie all night at her father's houſe ; ſuppoſing (as he 
was acquainted with the ſtate of the houſe) that it might 
then be effected without any one's privity. Accordingly he 


let a friend of his, nam'd Adriano, into the ſecret, who had 


been . acquainted, with his love; ſo they hir'd a couple of 
horſes one evening, and having their portmanteaus behind 
them fill'd with things of no moment, they ſet out from 
Florence ; and, after taking a circuit, came as it grew late 
to the plain of Augnane; when turning their horſes, as 
tho' they had come from Romagna, they rode on to this 
cottage, and knocking at the door, the landlord, who was 
always very diligent in waiting upon his gueſts, immediate- 
ly went and open'd it. When Pinuccio accoſted him, and 
fad, Honeſt landlord, we muſt beg the favour of a night's 
lodging, for we deſign'd reaching Florence, but we have 
manag'd fo, that tis now much too late, as you ſee. The hoſt 
replied, Sir, you know very well how ill I can accommodate 
ſuch gentlemen as yourſelves; but as you are come in at 
fuch an unſeaſonable hour, and there is no time for your 
travelling any farther, I'll entertain you as well as I can, 


So they diſmounted, and went into the houſe, having firſt 


taken care of their horfes; and as they had proviſion along 
with them, they fat down and ſupp'd with him. Now 
there was only one little chamber in the houſe, which had 
three beds in it; namely, two at one end, and the third at 
the other, oppoſite to them, with juſt room to go between. 
The leaſt bad and incommodious of which the landlord or- 
der d to be ſheeted for theſe two gentlemen, and ſo put 
them to bed. A little time afterwards, neither of them 
being aſleep, tho they pretended it, he made the daughter 
He in one of the beds that remained, and he and his wife 


went into the other, whilſt ſhe ſet the cradle with the child 
by her bed-ſide. Things being ſo diſpoſed, and Pinuccis 


having made an exact obſervation of every roy” as 
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| ſoon as he thought it a proper time, and that every and, 


was aſleep, he aroſe, and went ſoftly to bed to the daugh= 


ter, who was no way backward at receiving him; where 


he continued to both their ſatisfactions. In the mean time, 
a cat happen'd to throw ſomething down in the houſe, 
which awaked the good woman, who fearing it was ſome- 


. thing elſe, got up in the dark, and went where ſhe had 


heard the noiſe. Whilſt Aariam roſe by chance, upon a 


particular occaſion, and finding the cradle in his way, he. 
removed it without any deſign, nearer to his own bed; 
and having done what he roſe for, went to bed again, 
without taking any care to put the cradle in its place. 


The good woman finding what was thrown down to be 


of no moment, never troubled herſelf to ſtrike a light, 
to ſee farther about it, but returned to the bed where 
her husband lay; and not finding the cradle, Bleſs me, 
ſhe ſaid to herfelf, I had like to have made a ſtrange mi- 
ſtake, and gone to bed to my gueſts! Going farther then, 
and finding the cradle, which ſtood by Adriano, ſhe Rept. 
into bed to him, thinking it had been her husband. He 
was awake, and treated her very kindly, without ſaying a 


word all the time to undeceive her. At length Pinuccis 


fearing leſt he ſhould fall aſleep, and fo be ſurpriz d witng 
his miſtreſs, after having made the beſt uſe of his time, 

left her to return to his own. bed; when meeting with 
the cradle, and ſuppoſing that was the hoſt's bed, he 
went farther, and ſtept into the hoſt's bed indeed; who 
immediately awoke ; and Pinuccio thinking it was his 
friend, ſaid to him, Surely, nothing was ever ſo ſweet 
as Niccoloſa ; never man was ſo bleſt as I have been 
with her all night long. The hoſt. hearing of this, and 
not liking it over well, ſaid firſt to himſelf, What the 
devil's the man doing here? Afterwards, ' being more 


paſſionate than wiſe, he cried out, Thou art the greateſt 


of villains to uſe me in that manner ; but I vow to God 
Pl pay thee for it. Pinuccio, who was none of the 
ſharpeſt men in the world, ſeeing his miſtake, without 
ever thinking how to amend it, as he might have done, 
replied, Thou pay me! What can thou do ? The ho- 
ſteſs imagining that ſhe had been with her husband, ſaid 
to Adriano, Alas! doſt thou hear our gueſts? What's 


the matter with them? He, replied with a laugh, Let 


k 2 them 


- 
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them be hang'd if they will, they got drunk, I ſuppoſe, 
laſt night. The woman now diſtinguiſhing her husband's 


voice, and hearing of Adrians, ſoon knew where ſhe 


was, and with whom: Wherefore ſhe very wiſely. got 
up without ſaying a word, and remov'd the cradle, tho” 


there was no light in the chamber, as near as ſhe could 


gueſs, to her daughter's bed, and crept in to her; when 
ſeeming as tho' ſhe had been awoke with their noiſe, 


ſhe called out to her husband, to know what was the 


matter with him and the gentleman. The husband re- 
plied, Don't you hear what he ſays he has been doing 


to night with our daughter? He is a liar, quoth ſhe, 
he was never in bed with her, *twas I; and I aſſure 


you, I have never laid my eyes together ſince: There- 
fore you was to blame to give any credit to him. You 
drink to that degree in the evening, that you rave all 
night long, and walk up and down, without knowing 
any thing of the matter, and think you do wonders ; [ 


am ſurprized you don't break your necks, But what's 


that gentleman adoing there? Why is he not in his 


own bed? Adriano, on the other fide, perceiving that 


the good woman had found a very artful evaſion, both 
for herſelf and daughter, ſaid, Pinuccio, I have told thee 
an hundred times, that thou ſhouldſt never lie out of 
thy own houſe: For that great failing of thine, of walk- 
ing in thy ſleep, and telling thy own dreams for 
truth, will be of ill conſequence to thee ſome time or 
ther. Come here then to thy own: bed. The landlord 
hearing what his wife faid, and what Adriano had juſt 
been ſpeaking, begun to think Pinuccio was really dream- 


ing; ſo he got up and ſhook him by the ſhoulders to 
rouze him, ſaying, Awake, and get thee to thy own 


bed. Pinuccio underſtanding what had paſt, begun now 
to ramble in his talk, like a man that was dreaming, 
with which our hoſt made himſelf the merrieſt that 
could be, At laſt he ſeemed to wake after much ado; 
and calling to Adriano, he faid, Is it day? what do you 
wake me for ? Yes, it is, quoth he, pray come hither. 
He pretending to be very fleepy, got up at laſt, and 
went to Adriano. And in the morning the landlord 
laugh'd very heartily, and was full of jokes about him 
and his dreams. So they paſt from one merry ' ſubject 
N | 2 70 
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to another, whilſt their horſes were getting ready, and 
their portmanteaus tying upon them; when taking the 
hoſt's parting cup, they mounted and went to Florencey 
no leſs pleas d with the manner of the thing's being ef- 
fected, than what follow'd thereupon. Afterwards Pi- 
nuccio contrived other means of being with Niccoloſa, 
who ſtill affirm'd to her mother that he was aſleep, - + 
Whilſt ſhe, well remembring how ſhe had far'd with 
ATT thought herſelf the only perſon that had been 
A SS | 
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Tolano di Moleſe dream'd that a wolf tore his wife's 


face and throat , ſo he bids her take care of ber- 
felf : She bas no regard to it, and it happens ac- 
cordingly. | 


REA MP HILUS'S novel being concluded, and 
5 the good woman's ready thought much com- 
Ivy mended, the queen turn'd next to Pampinea, 
who ſaid as follows. We have had a great deal 
heretofore upon the ſubject of dreams, which 


many people make no account of ; but notwithſtanding 


what has been ſaid, I ſhall relate what happen'd not long 
fince to a neighbour of mine, for not believing a dream of 


her husband's. ——— do not know whether you be ac- - 


quainted with Telano di Moleſe, a man of great worth: He 
had a wife, a very handſome woman, but the moſt fantaſti- 
cal, croſs-grain'd piece of ſtuff that could be; inſomuch that 
ſhe would never do any thing that was agreeable to other 
people, neither could any thing ever be done to pleaſe her ; 
which (tho' a great affliction to him) Tolano was forc'd to 
bear with. Now it happen'd one night, as they were to- 
gether at a country-houſe of his, that he dreamt he ſaw 
her going through a pleaſant grove, not far from his 
houſe, when a monſtrous fierce wolf ſeem'd to leap from 
a corner of it, which ſeiz'd her by the throat, and threw 
her down, and would have dragg'd her away, whilſt 
ine cried out aloud for help; and upon the wolf's leav- 
ing her, it appear'd that her face and throat were moſt 
miſerably torn, In ragard therefore to this- dream, he 
ſaid to her in the morning, Wife, tho your naſty froward 

| | temper 
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temper would never ſuffer me to have one good day with 
you, yet I ſhould be ſorry if any harm was to befall you; 
therefore, if you'd be ruPd by me, you ſhould not ſtir out 
of your houſe to day. Being ask'd the reaſon, he related his 
whole dream. Upon which ſhe ſhook her head, and ſaid, 
He that means a perſon ill, dreams the ſame. You expreſs 
a good deal of concern for me indeed, but you dream only 
as you could wiſh it: Aſſure yourſelf however, that both 
now and at all times, I ſhall be very careful not to give you 
any ſuch pleaſure. Tolano replied, I really thought what 
you would fay ; ſuch thanks a perſon has for currying a 
ſcald head ! But think as you will, I ſpoke it with a good 
deſign, and I adviſe you again to ſtay at home, or at leaſt not 
to go into ſuch a grove, Well, ſhe replied, I will oblige 
you in that. Afterwards ſhe began to fay to herſelf, This 
rogue has been making an aſſignation with ſome baſe woman 
or other in yonder place, and thinks to fright me from go- 
ing thither : I ſhould be blind indeed, not to fee thro' this 
artifice; but P11 fee what ſort of cattle they are he is to 
meet, tho? I ſtay the whole day. Having ſaid this, the huſ- 
band was no ſooner out of one door, but ſhe went out at thg 
other, poſting away to the grove ; and being come into the 
thickeſt part of it, ſhe ſtood waiting to ſee ifany body ſhould 
come. Continuing upon the watch in this manner, with- 
out any fears of the wolf, behold a monſtroys large one 
ruſh'd out of a cloſe thicket, and ſeiz'd her by the throat, 
before ſhe had time, from the firſt ſeeing of it, to ſay 1a 

much as, Lord help me! and was carrying her away as he 
would do a lamb. She could make no noiſe, becauſe he 
pinch'd her throat, nor was ſhe able to help herſelf in any 
other manner, fo that ſhe muſt inevitably have been ſtrang- 
led, had he not come in the way of ſome ſhepherds, who 
made a noife, and forc'd him to quit her. hen being 
known by them, ſhe was carried to her own houſe, (all 
torn as ſhe was) attended by ſeveral ſurgeons, who made a 
cure at laſt ; yet not in ſuch a manner, but that one fide of 
her face was ſtrangely ſeam'd and misfigur'd, ſo that there 
was an end of her beauty. Afterwards being aſham'd to ap- 
pear abroad, did ſhe lament all her life long her perverſe diſ- 
poſition, in not giving credit (ina point which would have 
coſt her nothing) to the true dream of her husband. 
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. NOVEL VIII. 


Biondello impoſes upon one Ciacco with regard to a 
dinner; who revenges bimſelf afterwards, and cau- 
ſes the other to be ſoundly beaten. 


SG »4 eT was generally agreed, that what Tolano had 
112 
1 


ſeen in his ſleep was no dream, but rather a vi- 
N ſion; every part of it having ſo exactly come 
EY 


there was a man, the greateſt Epicure perhaps that ever was 
born, for which reaſon he was nicknam'd Ciacco (i. e. glut- 
ton) who unable to ſupport the expence which ſuch a crav- 
ing diſpoſition requir'd, and being in other reſpects a very 
agreeable and merry companion, he uſed frequently to go a- 
mongſt the rich people, ſuch particularly as lov'd to live 
well, and to dine and ſup with them, tho perhaps he was not 
always invited, There was alſo a little dapper ſpark called 
Biondello, a perfect butterfly; ſo exact and finical always as to 
his perſon, that there never was an hair amiſs; and he fol- 
low'd the fame way of life. Being therefore in the fiſh- 
market one morning in Lent, and buying a couple of very 
large lampreys for Signor Vieri de Cierchi, he was taken no- 

tice 
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tice of by the other, who immediately ask d who they were 
for ? He replied, Yeſterday Signor Corſo Donati had three 
larger than theſe ſent him, along with a ſturgeon ; which 
not thinking ſufficient for all his company, he has order'd 
me to buy two more: Won't you go? Ciacco replied, You 
know very well that I ſhall. So as ſoon as he thought it was: 
the time, he went to Signor Cor/o's houſe, when he found 
him with ſome of his neighbours, dinner not being quite 
ready; who asking him whither he was going? He made 
anſwer, Sir, I came to dine with you and your friends. 
Signor Corſo replied, You are welcome; *tis about the time 
then, let us go in. So they ſat down to ſome peas, and a 
few ſmall fiſh fried, without any thing more. Ciacco now 
ſaw the trick, and refolved to return it. A few days after- 
wards, he met with Biondello, who had made many people 
merry with the thing, and who accoſts him, asking, How 
he lik'd Signor Corſo's lampreys? Ciacco replied, Before 
eight days are at an end, you will know much better than I. 
So the moment he parted from him, he met with a porter, 
whom he carried near to the hall of Cavicciuli, where he 
ſhewed him a certain knight named Philippo Argenti, the 
moſt boiſterous il|-conditioned Man that could be; and he 
faid, Go, take this bottle in your hand, and ſay thus to yon- 
der gentleman, Sir, Biondello gi ves his ſervice, and deſires 
you would erubinate this flask with ſome of your beſt red 
wine, to treat his friends with; but take care he don't lay 
his hands upon you, for you would have a bad time of it if 
he ſhould, and my ſcheme be quite defeated. Quoth the 
porter, muſt I ſay any thing elſe? No, faid Ciacco, only ſay 
as I bid you, and when you come here again III pay you. 
Accordingly the man deliver'd his meſſage, whilſt Philippo, 
who was eaſily provok'd, imagining that this was done on 
purpoſe to enrage him, aroſe in a great paſſion, ſaying, Stay 
a little, honeſt friend, and I will give thee what thou com- 
eſt for; and ſo was going to have laid hold of him: but the 
man was aware of it, and took to his heels: Returning to 
Ciacco, who ſaw the whole proceeding, and who paid him 
with a great deal of pleaſure, his next buſineſs was to find 
cout Bzondello ; when he faid, Have you been lately at Cavic- 
ciuli? No, he replied, but why do you ask the queſtion ? Be- 
cauſe, quoth he, Philippe has been every where to ſeek for 
you; I don't know what it is for: Then, ſaid he, I'll go 
and ſpeak to him. So he went, whiſt the other follow'd at 
8 | | ſome 
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ſome diſtance, to ſee how he would be received. Now Phi. 
lippo had not yet digeſted the porter's meſſage, and thinking 
over and over about it, he concluded it could have no other 
meaning than that Brondella had a mind to affront him, In 
the mean time Biondello comes up to him, when he aroſe, 
and ftruck him with his double fift ; whilſt Biondello cryd 
out, Alas! what is this for ? He took him by the hair, and 
© threw him upon the ground, ſaying, Villain, I'll teach thee 
how thou makeſt thy jeſts of me. At laſt, after he had 
beat him a good deal, the people interpos'd, and reſcued 
him ; telling him how it came to paſs, and blaming him 
for the meſſage : adding, You ſhould know Philippo better, 
than to exerciſe any of your wit upon him. He proteſted 
that he had never ſent any ſuch meſſage, and departed full 
of grief to his own houſe, concluding that this was a trick 
of Ciacco. Some time afterwards, Ciacco happen'd to meet 
with him, when he ſaid with a laugh, Well! what think 
you of Philippo's wine? He replied, Juſt as you thought of 
Corſo's lampreys. Whenever you are diſpos'd then, quoth 
Ciacco, to give me ſuch a dinner, I can give you as good 
wine as this you have taſted. Biondello now finding that the 


other was more than his match, begg'd to be friends, and 


from that time took care to give him no more pravocation, 
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Two young men 90 to king Solomon 7 Bis advice; 
the one to know bot be is to behave to be beloved; the 


other how to manage an untoward wife. The 5 ris 
be bids to love, the ſecond to go to Gooſe-bridge. 


MN LY the queen now remain'd to o oak (ſaving 
his privilege to Dioneus) who after they had 
| >. n at the unfortunate Biondello, began in 
? this manner: Whoever rightly conſiders the or- 
der of things, may plainly ſee, the whole race of 
woman-kind is by nature, cuſtom, and the laws, made ſub- 
ject to man, to be goyern'd according to his diſcretion : 
Therefore it is the duty of every one of us, that deſires to 
have caſe, comfort, and repoſe with thoſe men to whom we 
belong, to be humble, patient, and obedient, as well as 
chaſte; which is the great and principal treaſure of every 
prudent woman, And though the laws, which regard the 
good of the community, may not teach this in every parti- 
cular, any more than cuſtom, (the force of which is very 
great, and worthy, to be eſteem'd) yet is it plainly ſhew'd by 
nature, who hath form d us with Tae and fickly conſtitu- 
tions, our minds timorous and fearful, gentle and compaſ- 


n as to our tempers, of little bodily length, our vp 
O 
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ſoft and pleaſing, and the whole motion of our limbs ſweet- 
Iy pliant, as ſo many apparent proofs that we ſtand in need 
of another's guidance and protection. And whom ſhould 
we have for our rulers and helpers but the men? To them 


therefore let us ſubmit ourſelves with all due reverence and 


honour ; and ſhe that ſhall depart from this I hold worthy 
not only of reproof, but ſevere chaſtiſement. I am led to 
theſe reflections by what Pampinea hath juſt now told us of 
the perverſe wife of Talan, on whom providence inflited 
an heavier puniſhment than the husband ever could have 
thought of. Therefore, as I ſaid before, ſuch women as 


are not mild, gracious, and compaſſionate, in like manner 


as nature, cuſtom, and the laws require, are deſerving of 
the greateſt puniſhment ; for which reaſon - I ſhall give you 
ſome of Solomon's advice, as a falutary medicine, which I 
would not have underſtood by ſuch as ſtand in no need of it, 
as if any way deſign'd for them: Altho' men have the fol- 
lowing proverb, A good horſe and a bad one both require 
<< ſpurs ; a good wife and a bad ene both want a cudgel.“ 
Which words we will admit to be true, if ſpoke only by 
way of mirth and paſtime, and even in a moral ſenſe we'll 
allow ſo far, namely, that women are naturally prone and 
unſtable, and therefore a ſtick may be requiſite to correct 
the evil diſpoſitions of ſome, as well as to ſupport the vir- 


tue of others, who behave with more diſcretion, and to be 


a terror to them from offending, But to let preaching 
alone, and to proceed with my ſtory. 


lomon's moſt wonderful wiſdom being carried throughout 
the whole world, and his being very communicative to ſuch 


as reforted to him for proofs of it, people were daily flock- 


ing from all parts to beg his advice in their moſt urgent and 
momentous affairss Amongſt the reſt was a young noble- 
man of great wealth call'd Melifſs, who came from the 
city of Zaiazzo, where he was born and dwelt ; and as he 
was riding on towards Jeruſalem, he happen'd, going out 
of Antioch, to meet with another young gentleman named 
Gioſepho, paſſing the fame road, when they travell'd for 
ſome time together, falling into diſcourſe, as is uſual for 
people that travel, and knowing who Gioſepho was, and 
from whence he came, he enquired whither he was going, 
and upon what account. When Gio/epho. replied, That he 
was going to king Selomen for advice, what method to = 
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' with a moſt perverſe ill-condition'd woman that he had 
married, and whom no entreaties, nor fair ſpeeches had the 
eaſt effect upon to cure her of that temper, He then ask'd, 
Whither he was bound, and upon what occaſion, Meliſſo 
made anſwer, I am of Laiazzo, and have an affair that 
troubles 'me in like manner; I am rich, and keep a moſt 
noble table, entertaining all my fellow-citizens, and yet 
tis a moſt unaccountable thing, there is nobody that cares 
for or reſpects me; ſo I am going to the fame place, to 
know what J muſt do to be belov'd. Thus they rode on 
together till they came to Feruſalem, when they were intro- 
duced to king Solomon by one of his barons. Meliſſo briefly 
ſet forth his misfortune, and Sloman replied, Learn to love, 
Immediately he was ſhew'd out of doors, and Gſepho re- 
lated his grievance : Whilſt Salomon made no reply but this, 
Go to Gooſe-bridge. Accordingly he was alſo diſmiſs'd, and 
coming to Meliſſo, who was waiting for him without, he 
told him what the anſwer was he had received; who 
thinking much upon the words, and being able to find out 
no ſenſe or meaning in them, or to draw any uſe from- 
them, they held it all for a mockery, and fo were making 
the beſt of their way home again. And after travelling 
ſome days they came to a bridge, where being a great cara- 
van of mules and horſes loaden, they were oblig'd to ſtay 
till they had paſſed. The greateſt part was now on the 
other fide ; but there was a mule that tock fright, which 
would by no means go over: Upon which one of the dri- 
vers took a ſtick, and began to beat her gently, in order to 
make her paſs ; but ſhe leapt this way, and that way, and 
ſometimes would turn back; 'wherefore, when he found her 
ſo ſtubborn, he began to lay on as hard as ever he could: 
ſtrike, but all to no purpoſe. This -our two gentlemen 
ſaw, and would often ſay to the man, You ſorry raſcal ! 
have you a mind to kill the mule ? You ſhould lead her 
gently over: She'll go better in that manner than by ſo 
much beating. The man replied, Gentlemen, you know _ 
your horſes, and I know my mule, ſuffer me then to ma- 
nage her as I will. And he beat her again, laying on her 
ſo thick, that at laſt he got the better of her, and made 
her paſs. So as they were going away, Gioſepho ask'd a 
man, that was fitting at the end of the bridge, What the 
name of it was? Sir, quoth the man, this place is called 
; y | ta 
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Gacſe- bridge. This made him call to mind the words of 85 
lemon ; fo he ſaid to Meliſſo, Now truſt me friend, Solomey's 
counſel may be very good and true; for I never yet beat my 
wife, but this man hath juſt now ſhewed me what I have to 
do. And coming to 'Antiach he kept Melifſo at his houſe 
for ſome days, when being received by her with great. joy, 
he order'd her to dreſs the ſupper according to Meliſſo's di- 
rection, who ſeeing that it was his friend's will, gave his 
inſtructions for that purpoſe, But ſhe, according to cuſtom, 
did every thing quite the reverſe to what Meliſſo had told 
her; which Gzoſepho ſaw with a good deal of vexation, and 
faid, Was not you told in what manner to dreſs this ſup- 
per ? She replied with great diſdain, What is that to you? 
If you have a mind to eat, do, if not you may let it alone. 
Aeliſſo wondered at her reply, and began to blame her for 
it. But Gioſepho ſaid, I find, Madam, you are ſtill the 
ſame perſon ; but I will make you change your manners, 
Then turning to Meliſſe, he added, Well, we ſhall now 
make trial of Solomon's advice; but I muſt beg of you to 
conſider it all as a joke, and not to offer me any hinderance ; 
but remember what the man ſaid when we were pitying his 
mule. Quoth Meliſſo, I am in your houſe, and ſhall con- 
form to your pleaſure. ' So he teok a good oaken ſtick, and 
followed her into the chamber, whither ſhe was gone in a 
pet, and begun to give her ſome ſevere diſcipline, When 
ſhe cried out, and threaten'd him very much; but finding 
that he till perſiſted, ſhe threw herſelf upon her knees, and 
begg'd for mercy, promiſing that for the future ſhe would al- 
ways be obedient to his will and pleaſure. He continued ne- 
vertheleſs laying on till he was weary, that in ſhort ſhe had 
never a free part about her. And when he had done, he 
came to Meliſſo, and ſaid, To morrow we ſhall ſee the ef- 
fect of the advice to go to Gooſe-bridge. So he waſh'd his 
hands, and. they fat down to ſupper, and afterwards, when it 
was the time, they went to repoſe themſelves. The poor 
lady had much ado to get up from the ground, when ſhe 
threw herſelf upon the bed, and betimes in the morning ſhe 
aroſe and ſent to her husband, to know what he would have 


for dinner. He ſmiles thereat with his friend, and told her. 


When the time came therefore, they found every thing 
prepar'd according to the directions given; upon which 
they highly commended the advice which they had ſo ill 
wy undexſtood. 
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underſtood. Some time afterwards Meliſſo parted from 
Gizſepho, and went home; when he acquainted a certain 
wile man in the neighbourhood, with what Solomon had 
told him; who ſaid, No better or truer advice could poſſibly 
be given you; you know that you have a regard for no one 
perſon, and that the entertainments you make are for no 
love you bear thoſe people, but only meer pomp and ſhew. 
Love then, as Solomon adviſes, and you ſhall be belov'd. 
Thus the unruly woman was manag'd, and the man by lov- ' 


ing others was himſelf regarded. 
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H E novels were now concluded, and the ſun be- 


wa 


* == \ 


Is gan to grow warm, when the queen knowing 
is that her reign was at an end, aroſe, and taking 
{TH the crown from her own head, ſhe placed it up- 
on Pamphilus, who was the only perſon on 
whom that honour had not yet been conferr'd, ſaying with a a 
ſmile, Sir, a very great charge now reſts upon you, namely, 
as you are the laſt, toſupply my defect, and that of the reſt 
who have been in my place, which I hope you will do. 
Pamphilus, pleas'd with the honour done him, replied, 
Your virtue, Madam, and that of my other ſubjects, 
will cauſe me to have praiſe, as well as the reſt that have gone 
before me. Se after giving the uſual orders to the ma- 
ſter of the houſhold, he turned to the ladies, and faid, It 
was Emikia's great prudence yeſterday to let us chooſe our 
own ſubjets by way of eaſe and reſpect: wherefore being 
now a little recruited, I will that we return to our old law; 
and for to morrow the ſubje& ſhall be as follows ; namely, of 
ſuch perſons who have done ſome gallant or generous action, 
either as to love or any thing elſe. The relating ſuch ſtories 
as theſe will kindle in our minds a generous deſire of doing 
the like; fo that our lives, the continuance of which in theſe 
frail bodies can be but ſhort, may be made immortal in an 
Muſtrious name: which all perſons, not devoted to _ 
aſtful. 
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luſtful appetites, like brute beaſts, ought with their whole 
ſtudy and diligence to covet and ſeek after. The 
theme was . agreeable to the whole afſembly.—— And with 
"the leave of the new king they parted, and went, as they 
were ſeverally diſpoſed, to divert themſelves till ſupper, when 
every thing was ſerv'd up with great elegance and order. 
' Afterwards they fell to dancing as uſual, ſinging alſo a thou- 
and ſongs, more agreeable-indeed as to the words than mu- 
fick ; when the king at laſt orderd Neiphile to give one re- 
ating more to herſelf, WO ſhe did very agreeably in the 
following manner: | 


s O N G. 


I. 
|  Repardfal thro" the meads I ftray, 
Where flow rs their various hues, diſplay; 


When all that's fweet and pleaſing there, 3 
I my lover's 1 „ 


I pic out ſuch as faireſt ſeem, I | 
laugh and talk as *twere to him, 


 Which( when my am raus tale is ſaid) 
5 1 Weave in . for my bead. 


In. . 
e "ca; ing thus employ'd, an equal joy 
I na, as tho 3 was by: 
Ye great ! no language can reveal, 
'Tis mw my. fight alone muſt tell: 


"* of IV. 3 | 
Which (harſhneſs and diftruſt apart ) 


Breathe warm the dictates of my heart; 
Such as he ever ſhall approve, 
Hud meet with equal zeal and love. 


#. 2 
\f # 
4 


The ſong, was much 8 by the king, as well as 
the whole company: Afterwards (a good part of the night 
being ſpent) they were order d to go and repoſe themſelves 
till the following * 838 

11 „ 


J ̃ ͤrðb é RP ̃ ͤlrlN —ꝶ Ae NG I SEC 
\ : P 1 , * be I * v * 
: 


* 


oy 
- : 

— R 

4 

-. = 

* * 
Y 


relating to their future conduct, and taking a conſiderable 


The TEN TH DA x 


Of the Decameron, or Ten Days Entertainment 
of Boccace. 


e began certain little clouds that were in the 


weſt to bluſh with a vermilion tincture, whilſt 
thoſe in the eaſt grew bright at their extremities, 
I like burniſh'd gold, by reaſon of the ſun-beams 

approaching near to and glancing. upon them, 
when Pamphilus aroſe, and had all his company call'd. And 
after concluding whither they were to go, he led the way 
with an eaſy pace, attended by Philomena and Flammetia 
(the reſt all following at a diſtance) talking of many things 


Circuit they return'd, as the ſun grew warm, to the palace, 
There rinſing their glaſſes i in the clear current, they quaſt 
their morning draughts, from whence they went amidſt the | 
ſhacy walks of the garden to amuſe | themſelves till dinner. every 
After dining and ſleeping (as uſual) they met where the caſtles, 
King had appointed, when he laid his firſt commands on times 
pb, who 1 very e in _ manner, was NC 
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A certain knight in the ſervice of the king of Spain 
' thinks himſelf not ſufficiently rewarded, when the 
king gives a remarkable proof that it was not bis 
fault ſo much as the knight*s ill-fortune, and gives 
bim nobly afterwards. : Ate 


273 HOLD it, ladies, as a ſingular favour that te 
king hath appointed me to ſpeak firſt on ſo noble 
a ſubject as that of magnificence ; which in 
like manner as the ſun is the glory of heaven, 
+. 4s the ornament and luſtre of every other vir- 
tue. ſhall relate therefore a pleaſant novel enough in 
my opinion, and which can be no other than uſeful. — 
Know then, that amongſt other my knights of our city 
was one Ruggieri de Figgiovanni, whole worth and valour 
made him equal at leaſt to the beſt, and who finding (ac- 
cording to the diſpoſitions of his countrymen) that he had 
no opportunity of ſhewing his courage at home, reſolved to 
20 into the ſervice of . king of Spain, the moſt cele- 
brated prince of his time. So he went attended with an ho- 
nourable train, and was moſt graciouſly receiv'd by the 
king, to whom he ſoon made his merit known, as well by 
his gallant way of life, as glorious feats of arms. Continu- 
ing then ſome time there, and having particular regard to 
every action of the king's, he found that he gave away 
caſtles, cities, and baronies, ſometimes to one, and ſome- 
times to another, without the leaſt judgment, and where „ 
was no ſhew of merit in the caſe, and that he came in for | > 
no part himſelf. Wherefore being ſenſible of his own 
worth, and fearful left his character ſhould ſuffer by ſuch an 
overſight, - he took a reſolution to depart, deſiring the king's 
leave, which was granted him. His majeſty alſo made him 
a preſent, of a fine mule, which was very acceptable on ac- 
count of the long journey he had to undertake. . After which 
the king gave it in charge to one of his ſervants to contrive 
to fall in with him upon the road, but in ſuch a manner 
that the knight ſhould. have no ſuſpicion of his ſending him, 
6 LS when 
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when he was to note what he ſhould ſay concerning the 
king, in order to carry a full account back, and the next 


morning he was to command his return with him to the 
king. Accordingly the ſervant waited for the knigh's de- 


rn when he ſoon joined him, giving him to under. 


and that he was going towards Tah. So they rode on 
chatting together, the knight being upon the mule "Which 
the king had given him, and it being now about three a 
clock, he ſaid, We ſhould do well to give our beaſts a little 


reſt. Accordingly they put them up in a ſtable, when they 


all ſtaled except the mule. Going on afterwards (the ſer- 
yant attentive all the time to the knight's words) they came 
to a river, where watering all their beaſts, the mule chan- 
ced to ſtale in the river, which when the knight ſaw, he 
ſaid, Plague on thee for an ill-condition'd beaſt, thou art 
Juſt like thy maſter that gave thee to me. The ſervant took 
particular notice of this, and tho“ he had pick d up many 
things upon the road, there was no other but what redound- 
ed to the king's credit; ſo the next morning, as they had 
mounted their horſes, and were ſetting out for Hay, he de- 
livered the king's mandate, upon which the knight imme- 
diately turned back. And the king being inform'd what he 
had faid concerning the mule, had him brought before him, 
when he receiv'd him with a chearful countenance, de- 
manding why the mule and he were compar'd to each other, 


He very frankly replied, It is, my lord, becauſe you give 


where you ought not; and where you ought, there you give 
nothing: juſt as the mule would not ſtale where ſhe ſhould, 
but did it where ſhe ſhou'd not. Believe me, Signior Rig- 
gieri, replied the king, if I have not given to you as I have 
done to diverſe others, who are no way your equals, this 
happen'd not becauſe J have not known you to be a valiant 
knight, and deſerving of all I could do for you; but it 
was entirely your ill-fortune, as I will foon convince you. 
My lord, anſwer'd the knight, I do not complain becauſe ! 
have yet received nothing frem your majeſty, out of any 
deſire of becoming richer, but only as you have born te- 
ſtimony in no reſpect of my virtue; and tho? I hold your 
excuſe to be good, I ſhould yet be glad to fee what you 
fromiſe to ſhew me, notwithſtanding I want no ſuch proof, 
he king then led him into a great hall, where, as be 
had before given order, ſtood two large coffers, when he 
. faid in the preſence of many of his lerds, Sir knight, in 
n ü 82 8 | one 
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one of theſe coffers is my imperial crown, ſcepter, globe, 
with all the beſt jewels that I have; the other is fill'd only 
with earth; then chuſe which you will, and it ſhall be 
yours; ſo you'll ſee whether it is I that am ungrateful to 
your merit, or whether it be your ill- fortune. Ruggieri, 
ſeeing it was the king's: pleaſure, made his choice of one, 
which the king order'd to be open'd, and it was found full 
of earth. Upon which the king laugh'd, and faid, You 
ſee now, Sir, that what I ſaid of your fortune is true; but 
moſt aſſuredly your yalour deſerves that I interpoſe in the 
caſe, I know very well that you have no defire to becoine 
a Spaniard ; for which reaſon I would give you neither 
caſtle nor city; but this cheſt, which your ill- fortune de- 
priv'd you of, I will ſhall be yours in deſpite of her: Take 
it home with you, that you may value yourſelf upon your 
virtue amongſt your neighbours and friends, by this teſti- 
mony of my bounty. The knight receiv'd it, and after re- 
turning his majeſty the thanks that were due for fuch a pre- 
ſent, departed joyfully therewith to his native country. © 
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Glo di Tacco takes the abbar of Clugni priſoner, 
and cures him of a pain at his ſtomach, and then 
_ ſets him at liberty; when he return'd to the court of 
Rome, and reconciled him with pope Boniface, and 
fo be is made ** of an hoſpital. 


FH ONSO's "oats; was much ap- 
DO >= plauded, when the king, who ſeemed more par- 
E182 ticularly pleaſed with it, laid his next commands 
upon Eliza, who immediately ſaid, For a king 
to be magnificent, and to give proofs of it to a 

ko that had. ſerved him, muſt be allowed a great and 
commendable action. But what will you ſay to the won- 
derful generoſity of a clergyman towards one too that was his 
enemy; can any thing be objected to that? Nothing ſure. 
ly can be ſaid leſs than this, that if the one was a virtue ina 
king, the other in a churchman was a perfect prodigy ; 
in as much as they are for the moſt part more ſordid than the 
very women, and avow'd enemies to every thing of - gene- 
roſity. And tho? *tis natural to defire revenge, they not- 
withſtanding their preaching up of patience, and recom- 
mending the forgiveneſs of injuries to others, purſue it with 
more rancour than other people. This thing therefore, I 
mean the generoſity of a certain prelate, will be made ap- 
pear in the following ſtory. 
Chino di Tacco was a man famous for his bold and inſo- 


lent robberies, who being baniſh'd from Siena, and at utter | 


_ enmity 
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enmity with the Count di Santa Fiora, eaus d the town of 
Tadicotani to rebel againſt the church; and liv'd there whilſt 


his gangrobb'd all that paſs'd that way. Now when Boni- _ 


face the eighth was pope, there came to court the abbot of 
Clugni, reputed to be one of the richeſt prelates in the 


world, and having debauch'd his ſtomach with high living, 


he was ad vis d by his phyſicians to go to the bath of Siena as 
a certain cure, So having leave from the pope, he ſet out 


uith a goodly train of coaches, carriages, horſes and ſer- 


voants, ſhewing no regard to the rumours concerning this 
robber. Ghino was appris'd of his coming, and took his 
meaſures accordingly; when, without the loſs of one man, 


he enclog'd ' the abbot and his whole retinue in a narrow de- 


file, where it was impoſſible for them to eſcape. This being 
done, he ſent one of his principal fellows to the abbot, with 
his ſervice, requeſting the favour of him to alight, and viſit 


him at his caſtle. Upon which the abbot replied with a 


great deal of paſſion, that he had nothing to do with Ghino, 
but that his reſolution was to go on, and he would fee who 
dar'd to ſtop him. My lord, queth the man with a great 
deal of humility, you are now in a place where all excom- 
munications are kick'd out of doors; then pleaſe to oblige 
my maſter in this thing, *twill be your beſt way. Whilſt 
they were talking together, the place was ſoon ſurrounded 
with highwaymen ; fo the abbot ſeeing himſelf a priſoner, 


went with a great deal of ill-will with the fellow to. the 
caſtle, follow'd by his whole retinue, where he diſmounted, 


and was lodg'd, by Ghino's appointment, in a poor, dark 
little room, whilſt every other 'perſon was well accommo- 


dated according to their reſpective ſtations, and the carria- 


ges and all the horſes taken exact care of. This being done, 
Ghino went to the abbot, and ſaid, My lord, Ghino, whoſe 


gueſt you are, requeſts the favour of you to let him know _ 
whither you was going, and upon what account? The ab- _- 
bot was ſo wiſe to lay all his haughtineſs aſide for the pre- 
ſent, and ſo ſatisfy d him as to both. Ghino went away at 
hearing this, and reſolving to cure him without a bath, he 
order'd a great fire to be kept conſtantly in his room, com- 

ing to him no more till next morning: when he brought _. © 
him two ſlices of toaſted bread in a fine napkin, and a large 
glaſs of his own rich white wine, ſaying to him, My lord, 


when Ghino was young he ſtudied phyfick, and he declares, 
that the very beſt medicine mw pain in the ſtomach is or = 
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little arrogantly, asking many queſtions, and demanding 


more particularly to ſee this Ghino, But Ghino paſs'd over | 


part of what he ſaid as vain, and the reſt he anſwer'd very 


courteouſly, declaring, that Chino meant to make him a 


viſit very ſoon, and then left him. He ſaw him no more 
till next morning, when he brought him as much bread and 


wine as before, and in the ſame manner: And thus he con- 
tinued doing many days, till he found the abbot had eat 
ſome dried beans, which he had left purpoſely in the cham- 
ber, when he enquir'd of him, as from Ghino, how he found 


his ſtomach ? The abbot replied, I ſhould be well enough 
was I out of this man's clutches. There's nothing I want 


now ſo much as to eat, for his medicines have had ſuch an 


effect upon me, that I'm fit to die with hunger. Ghino 
then having furniſh'd a room with the abbot's own goods, 


and provided an elegant entertainment, to which many peo- 
ple of the town were invited, as well as the abbot's own do- 


meſticks, went the next morning to him, and ſaid, My 
lord, now you find yourſelf recovered, tis time for you to 

quit this infirmary; ſo he took him by the hand, and led 
him into the chamber, leaving him there with his own 
people; and as he went out to give orders about the: feaſt, 
the abbot was giving an account how he had led his life in 
that place, whilſt they declared that they had been us'd by 
Ghino with all poſſible reſpect. So when the time came, 


they fat down, and were nobly entertain'd, but ſtill with- 


out Ghins's making himſelf known. But after the abbot 
had continued ſome days in that manner, Ghino had all the 
goods and furniture brought into a large room, and the hor- 
ſes were likewiſe led into a court-yard which was under it ; 
When he enquired how his lordſhip now found himſelf, or 
-** -Whgther he was yet able to ride. The abbot made anſwer, 


hat he was ſtrong enough, and his ſtomach perfectly well, 
Au that he only wanted to be quit of this man, Ghino 
then brought him into the room where were all his goods, 


ſhewing him alſo to the window, that he might take a 
view of his horſes, when he ſaid, My lord, you muſt un- 


_  derſtand 
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he hath now provided for you, of which theſe things are to 
be the beginning: Then take them, and have a good heart, 
The abbot, whoſe hunger was greater much than was his 
will to joke, eat the bread, tho' with a great deal of deſpite, 
and drank the glaſs of wine; after which he begun to talk a 
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gerſtand it was no evil diſpoſition, but. his being drove a 
| poor exile from his own. houſe, and perſecuted with ma- 
ny enemies, that forc'd Ghina di Tacco, whom I am, to be 
a robber upon the highways, and an enemy to the court 
of Rome: You ſeem however to be a perſon of honour; 
as therefore I have cur'd you of your pain at your ſto- 
mach, I do not mean to treat you as I would do another 
perſon that ſhould fall into my hands; namely, to take 
what I pleaſed; but I would have you conſider my ne- 
ceſſity, and then give me what you will yourſelf. Here's 
all that belongs to you, the horſes you may ſee out of the 
window ; take either part or the whole, juſt as you are 
diſpoſed, and go or ſtay, as is moſt agreeable to you. The 
abbot was ſurprized to hear an highwayman talk in fo 
courteous a manner, and which did not a little pleaſe him; 
ſo turning all his former paſſion and reſentment into kind- 
neſs and good-will, he run with an heart full of friend- 
ſhip to embrace him: I proteſt ſolemnly, that to pro- 
cure the friendſhip of ſuch a one as I take you to be, 1 
would undergo more. than what you. bave already made 
me ſuffer. Curſed be that evil fortune which has thrown 
you into this way of life. So taking only 2 few of his 
moſt neceſſary things, and alſo of his horſes, and leav- 
ing all. the reſt, he came back to Reme. The pope had 
heard of the abbot's being a priſoner, and tho“ he was 
much concerned at it, yet upon ſeeing him he enquired 
what benefit he had received from the baths ? The abbot 
replied with a ſmile, Holy father, I found a phyſician 
much nearer, who hath cur'd me excellently well, and 
he told him the manner of it, which made the | 
laugh heartily ; when going on with his ſtory, and mov'd 
with a truly generous ſpirit, he requeſted of his holineſs 
one favour, The pope imagining he would ask ſomething 
elſe, freely conſented to grant it. Then ſaid the abbot, 
Holy father, what I mean to require is, that you would 
beſtow a free pardon on Ghino di Tacco, my doctor, be- 
cauſe of all the people of worth that I ever met with, 
he certainly is moſt to be eſteemed, and the damage he 


does is more the fault of fortune than himſelf, Change ” 
but his condition, and give him ſomething to live upon | 
according to his rank and ftation, and I dare fay you'll 

have the ſame opinion of him that I haye. The pope be- 


_ 


. 
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ing of a noble ſpirit, and a great encourager of merit, pro- | 
miſed to do fo, . was mel a perſon as he reported; and 
in the mean time gave letters of ſafe conduct for his com- 
ing thither. Upon that affurance Ghino came to court, 
when the pope was ſoon convinc od of his worth, and recon- 
cid to him; giving him the priory of an hoſpital, and creat- 
ing him a knight, And there he continued as a friend and 
loyal ſervant to the holy church, and to the abbot of Clugni, 
as long as he lived. 
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Mithridanes envied the generoſity of Nathan, and 
went to kill him; when he converſed with him with- 
out knowing him, and being inform'd in what manner 


be might do it, be went to meet bim in a wood as 


be had directed. There he called him to mind, was 


| aſoam'd, and became his friend. 


2 H E abbot's extraordinary generoſity ſeem'd next 


J, to a miracle to all that heard it, when Phile/tra- 


— tus was commanded to ſpeak, who ſtraightway 
g9 ſaid: Great, moſt noble ladies, was the mag- 
nificence of the king of Spain, and that of the 


The PEN TH DAY. nm 


abbot of Clugni ſomething quite unuſual ; but perhaps it 


will appear no leſs ſtrange to you to be told how a perſon, 
as a proof of his liberality to another who thirſted after his 


blood, nay and his very ſoul too, ſhould contri ve induſtriouſly = 


to gratify him: And he had done ſo, if the other would 


have taken what was ſo-offer'd, as I am going to ſhew 


you. Moſt certain it is (if any faith may be given to the 
Genoeſe, and others who have been in thoſe parts) that in 


the country of Catais lived a perſon of noble extract, and 


rich beyond compariſon, call'd Nathan; who having an 
eſtate adjoining to the great road which led from the eaſt to 
the weſt, and being of a generous ſpirit, and deſirous of | 
ſhewing it by his good works, ſummon'd together many- 


maſter-artificers, and in a very ſhort time raiſed one of the 
moſt grand and beautiful palaces that eyer was 8 | 
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niſbing it with every thing neceſſary for the more honour- 
able reception of perſons of diſtinction. He had alſo great 
numbers of ſervants, and kept open houſe for all comers 
and goers, continuing this noble way of living, till not on- 
ly the eaſt but the weſt alſo reſounded his fame. Being 
grown into years, and his hoſpitality no way abated, it 
happen'd that his renown reach'd the ears of a young gentle. 
man nam'd Mithridanes, living in a country not far from 
the other ; who, thinking himſelf full as wealthy as Nathan, 
began to envy his fame and virtue, reſolving to annull or 
cloud them both by a ſuperior generoſity. So he built ſuch 
another palace as Nathan's, and was extravagantly generous 
to every body, that how famous he' ſoon became *tis need- 
leſs to fay. Now one day it happen'd, as he was all alone 
in his palace-court, that a woman came in at one of the 
gates, and demanded alms, which ſhe receiv'd : After which 
ſhe came in at a ſecond, and was reliev'd a ſecond time, 
and fo on for twelve times ſucceſſively; and returning the 
thirteenth, he ſaid, Good woman, you grow troubleſome, 
but yet. be gave her. The old woman, at hearing theſe 
words, faid, The prodigious generoſity of Nathan / O how 
greatly is it to be admir'd ! I went in at all the thirty two 
gates which are at his palace, as well as this, and receiv'd 
an alms at every one, without being known all the time, 
as it ſeem'd to me; and here I come but thirteen, and am 
known and flouted; and ſhe went away without ever com- 
ing there more. Mithridanes i imagining that this concerning 
Nathan was a leſſening to his own fame, grew extremely 
incenſed, and faid, Alas! when ſhall I come up to Nathan 
in t things, not to ſay ſurpaſs him, as is my intention, 
wh I fall ſhort even in "the ſmalleft matters? Undoubted- 
ly *tis all labour in vain, unleſs T rid him out of the world, 
which ſeeing old age ineffectual I muſt do inſtantly with my 
own hands, Sorifing up in a paſſion (without making any 
one „ erg with his | deſign) he mounted his horſe, tak- 
few attendants with him, and the third day he 
2 rtr d at Nathan's palace, when he order'd his people that 
they ſhould ſeem not to belong to him, but provide them- 
ſelves with lodgings till they heard farther from him. Com- 
ing there towards the evening, and being left by himſelf, he 
found Nathan all alone, not far from his palace, taking A 
walk for his amuſement in a very plain habit, when he (not 
; N of him) deſir d he would ſhew him the * "Ne 
athan 
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Nathan dwelt. Nathan chearfully replied, Son, there is no 
body in this country can ſnew you better than myſelf; then 


{if you pleaſe) I' conduct you thither. The young gentle- 


man replied, I ſhould be extremely oblig'd to you; but 
could wiſh (if it was poſſible) neither to be ſeen or 'known 
by Nathan. This alſo, quoth Nathan, III do for you if 
it . your deſire, So he alighted, and walked along with 
him, falling agreeably into diſcourle together, till they came 
to the palace, when Nathan bid one of his ſervants take the 
horſe, nd he whiſper'd in the fellow's ear for him to ac- 
quaint- all the people in the houſe that none of them ſhould 
let the gentleman know he n Nathan, which was done. 
Being enter'd into the palace, he put Mithridanss into a 

very fine apartment, where nobody ſhould ſee him but 
thoſe whom he had appointed to wait upon him, and ſhew'd 
him all poſſible reſpect, himſelf conſtantly keeping him 


company. After Mitbridanes had been for ſome time with 2 


him, he ask d, with a great deal of reverence, who he 


was. When he replied, I am an inferior ſervant of N- 


than s, who have grown old in his ſervice, and yet he never 
promoted me to any thing more than what you ſee; and 
therefore, tho* other people commend him, I have little 
reaſon to do ſo, Theſe words gave Mithridanes ſome. 
hopes, that he might the better and more ſecurely effect 
his baſe purpoſe. Nathan then enquir'd very courteouſhy 
of him concerning what he was, and the occaſion of his 
coming thither, offering him his beſt advice and aſſiſtance. 
Mi thridanes hefitated a little upon that, but at length refolv'd 
to let him into his defien ; fo after a long preamble requeſt- 
ing ſecrecy, and that he would lend an helping hand, he 
declared who he was, what he came thither for, and bis in- 
ducement thereto. Nathan hearing his deteſtable reſolution, 
Was quite chang'd within himſelf; nevertheleſs, without any 
appearance thereof, he replied boldly and with a. teddy 
countenance, Mithridanes, your father was truly a noble per- 
fon, nor are you willing to degenerate, having undertaken fo 
glorious an enterprize as is that of being liberal to all people; 
I do greatly commend the envy you bear to Nathan's virtue, 
becauſe were there many more men of the fame principle, 
the world, though bad enough at preſent, would ſoon grow - 
better, Your affair I ſhall moſt aſſuredly keep ſecret, 
which I can farther more by my advice, than any help ' 


am able to give you ; and that in the following manner : 
About 
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About half a mile from hence is a grove where he generally 
takes a walk for a conſiderable time every morning, there 
= may eaſily meet with him, and do what you purpoſe. 
ſhould kill him, in order to return home with- 
out any hinderance, don't go the way you came; but take a 
path that leads out of the. grove to the left, which tho* not 
ſo much frequented; as the other, is yet a ſhorter way to 
8 houſe, as well as more ee When Mithridanes 
let his attendants, that were in the ſame houſe, know. pri- 
vately where they were to wait for him the next day. And 
early in the morning Nath ſe, his mind being no way 
changed from the counſel given to Mithridanes, and went to 
the grove with a deſign of meeting with his death. Mi- 
— alſo took his bow and ſword, having no other wea- 
pon, and rode to the ſame place, when he ſaw Nathan 
welking at a diſtance by himſelf, and being minded before 
he put him to death, to hear what he had to ſay, he laid 
hold of the turbant that was upon his head, and cried out, 
Old dotard ! thou'rt a dead man. Nathan made no reply 
but this, Then I've deſervd it. Mitbhridanes hearing his 


voice, and looking in his face, found twas the ſame per- 


fon that had ſo kindly, receiv'd him, kept him company, and 
- faithfully advis d him: Upon which his rage and malice 
were turn'd into ſhame and remorſe ; and throwing away 
his ſword, which he had ready drawn to ſtab him, he diſ- 
mounted, and fell with tears at his feet, ſay ing, My deareſt 
father, Tam now convinced of your liberality, conſidering 
what pains you have taken to beſtow your life upon me, 
Which I was very unjuſtly deſirous of having. But God, 
- More careful of my doing my duty than I was myſelf, open'd 
the eyes of my underſtanding, which envy had clog'd, at a 
time when there was the greateſt need of it. The more 
ready therefore you was to oblige me, ſo much the greater 1 
acknowledge my remorſe to be. Take that revenge then of 
me which you think adequate to the nature of my crime. 
| Nathan raiſed him up, and embraced him, ſaying, Son, your 

deſign, call it wicked or what you will, needs neither your 

asking any pardon, nor yet my granting it; becauſe it was 

out of no hatred, but only a deſire to excel. Be aſſured 

then there is no body regards you more than I do, conſidering 

* 8 of your ſoul, mas was given you not for the 
- - | _ ating 
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amaſling of wealth, as is the caſe of miſers, but the diſtribu» 
tion of it; be not aſhamed of your deſign of cutting me off, 

io become more famous, nor think I am at all ſurprized at 


' it; the greateſt monarchs, by no other art than that of kil- 


ling not one man only, as you would have done, but infinite 
numbers, CEO whole countries, and laying, cities in 
ruins, have enlarg d their empire, and conſequently. their 
fame. Therefore to kill me alone to make yourſelf famous, 
33 neither new nor ſtrange. Mithridanes, far from excuſing 
his evil intent, but commending Nathan's honeſt gloſs upon 
it, proceeded ſo far as to tell him, that he wonder'd extreme- 
ly how he could bring himſelf to ſuch a readineſs to die, 
and be even adviſing and aiding to it. When Nathan re- 
plied, I would not have you wonder at all at it; for ever 
ſince Pve been my own maſter, and reſolved to do that 
wherein you have endeavoured to follow my example, no 
body ever came to my houſe, whom I did not content to the 
utmoſt of my power, as to what was required of me. Now 
it was your fortune to come for my life; wherefore that 
you ſhould not be the only perſon that went away un- 
gratified, I reſolved to give it, adviſing you in ſuch a 
manner that you might be ſecure of it, without loſing 
your own. Therefore I conjure you to take it, if it 
will be any pleaſure to you; I don't know how 1 
can better beſtow it. Eighty years have I had the 
full enjoyment of it; and according to the courſe of 
nature, and as it fares with other men and all other 
things, I can keep it but very little longer: fo I hold 
it better to part with it of my own accord, as I've 
done my wealth and eſtate, than to keep it till it is wreſt- _ 
ed from me by nature. An hundred years is no great 
matter: What then is ſix or eight, which are all that are 
left me? Take it then, I ſay again, if you pleaſe, for Inever 
met with any one before that defir'd it; nor do I ex 
any other will accept it if you don't, Beſides, the longer 
it is kept, of the leſs value it grows; ſo take it once for 
all, whilſt it is worth ſomething. Mithridanes was ex- 
tremely confounded, and ſaid, God forbid ! ſo far from 
touching a thing of that value as your life is, that I ſhould 
even deſire it as I did juſt now, Inſtead of leſſening your 
years, I would willingly add of my own if it was poſſible. 
And would you, he replied, if you could? That would be 
5 | doing 
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voing to you what I have done yet to no one, 1 mean 


robbing you to enrich myſelf. But I'Il tell you what you 


ſhall do: You ſhall come and live here, and be called 
Nathan, and I'll go to your houſe, and take the name of 
Aithridanes. He replied, If I knew how to behave as 
well as you do, I ſhould readily embrace your offer; but as 
1 am ſenſible 1 ſhould only leſſen the fame of Nathan, I 
hall never ſeek to impair that in another which I cannot 
enereaſe in myſelf; ſo pray excuſe me. With theſe and 
more ſuch compliments they return'd to the palace, where 
Nathan ſhew'd great reſpect to Mithridanes, confirming 
Him in his great and noble —_ Who being diſpoſed to 
return home took his leave, fully convinc'd that he could 
never come up to NE i owe | | 
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Signor Gentil de Cariſendi takes a lady out of ber 
grave, whom he had loved, and who was buried for 
dead. She recovers, and is brought to bed of a 
. on, which be preſents along with the Ong to her. buſ< 

and. 


— 
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| Nathan had out-done both the A of Spain and 
the abbot of Clugni. When the King ſignified 
his will to — that ſhe ſhould begin, ac- 
eordingly ſhe faid to this effect: Great; as well as beautiful, 

moſt noble ladies, are the incidents which have been already 
related ; nor does any thing ſeem waiting, in my opinion, to 
bring our argument home to the ſubject, but that we take in 
the affair of Iove, which affords matter enough for diſeourſe 
upon any queſtion whatſoever. For this reaſon then; and 
as it is always an agreeable topick to young people, I ſhall 
mention the generoſity of an enamour'd young gentleman, 
which (all things conſtder'd) will appear perhaps no way in- 
ferior to the others : Tf it be true that people give away their 
wealth, forget animoſities, run a thouſand riſques of their 
lives, and. what is more; their fame and honour too, and 
all to come at the thing deſit d. In Bologna. was a knight 
of great account and worth, calbd Gentil Cariſendi, who 
was in love with Catalina, the wife of Niccoluccio Cacciani- 
; _ and meeting with no return he went in a kind of 
M m deſpair y 
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- deſpair to Modena, whither he was called as Podeſta. In 
the mean time Niccoluccios being abſent from Bologna, and 
his lady at a country-houſe about three miles diſtant (where 
ſhe was gone to ftay, as being with child) it happen'd ſhe 
was taken with an hyſterick fit, which quite extinguiſh'd 
all ſigns of life, fo that her phyſician declar'd her dead: 
And becauſe her acquaintance ſaid they had been inform'd 
by her that ſhe was not quick with child, ſhe was imme- 
diately buried in a vault belonging to a neighbouring church. 
This was ſoon ſignified by a friend to Signor Gentil, who 
(tho' he had never received the leaſt mark of her favour) 


r griey'd extremely, ſaying at laſt to himſelf, Behold, my 


dear Catalina, you are dead; living you would never deign | 


me one kind look ; now however, that you cannot prevent 
it, I will pleaſe myſelf with a kiſs. So giving orders that 
his departure ſhould bea ſecret, towards evening he mounted 
his horſe, and taking a ſervant along with him he rode di- 
realy to the yault where ſhe was buried, which he open'd, 


and lying down by her, he put his cheek to hers, and 


wept. At length, laying his hands for ſome time upon her 
boſom, he thought he felt ſomething beat, when throwing 
all fear aſide, and attending more nicely to that circum- 
ſtance, he was convinced ſhe had a ſmall ſpark of life re- 
maining in her; wherefore, by the help of his ſervant, he 
took her -out of the vault as gently as poſſible, and laying 
her upon the horſe, he brought her privately to his houſe at 
Bologua. There his mother, a worthy good lady, having 
the whole account from him, by warm baths, and other 
means, foon brought her to herſelf, When after fetching 
a deep ſigh, ſhe ſaid, Alas, where am I? The good lady 


replied, Make yourſelf eaſy, you are in a very good place. 


Looking then all round, and ſeeing Signor Gentil before 
her, ſhe was under great amaze, and defired his mother to 
inform her by what means ſhe had come thither. He then 
related every thing to her, at which ſhe was concerned, and 
aftergiving due thanks ſhe requeſted of him by his loveand ge- 


nerous deportment to attempt nothing contrary to her honour 


and that of her husband, and that when it was day- light 
he would ſuffer. her to go home. Madam, he replied, 
whatever my love has been heretofore, I promiſe both now 
and hereafter (ſceing I have been fo fortunate to bring you 
to life) to uſe you with the ſame regard as I would do my 
&ſter : But as I think myſelf entitled to ſome reward, I muit 


inſiſt 


* * 


Nover IV. We TE NT H DAY. 53 
inſiſt upon your granting me one favour. Sir, ſaid ſhe, you 
may command any thing from me confiſtent with modeſty. 


He made anſwer, Madam, Jour relations and all the 
people of Bolagna are affured of your being dead; therefore 
J inſiſt only upon your ſtaying here with my mother till 


I return from Modena, which will be very ſoon. My rea- 
ſon is this, namely, that J would then, in the preſence of 
the principal inhabitants here, make a valuable and ſolemn pre- 


ſent of you to your husband. The lady knowing her obligations 


to the knight, and that his demand was honourable, con- 
ſented, and gave her word to abidę by it, notwithſtanding ſne 


long'd extremely to gratify her relations with her being 


alive. And whilſt they were talking ſhe felt labour-pains 
come upon her, when ſhe was ſoon deli ver'd of a ſon, 


which added greatly to their joy. Signor Gentil! order'd 


that ſhe ſhould have the ſame care taken of her as tho ſhe” 
had been his own wife, and then returned privately to M. 
dena. There he continued till the expiration of his office, and 


the morning he was to come home he ordered a great enters 


tainment to be made at his houſe, to which Nircoluccio Cacs 
cianimico, with many of the principal citizens were invited; 
and after he had diſmounted, and found the company wait 
ing for him, underſtanding too that the lady and child were 
both very well, he received them all with a great deal of 
joy, and dinner was ſtraightway ſerv'd up in the moſt mag- 
nificent manner poſſible. Towards the end whereof, hav- 
ing concerted every thing before hand with the lady, he ad- 


dreſſed himſelf to his gueſts in the following manner: 


Gentlemen, I remember to have heard of a pretty cuſtom 


in Page, that when any one has a mind to ſhew the greateſt 
reſpeck in his power to any of his friends, that be invites 
them to his houſe, and produces that thing, be it what it 
will, namely, wife, miſtreſs, or daughter, that'is moſt deaf 
to him, declaring thereby that he would; if he Was able5! 


lay his very heart before them. This cuſtom I mean to 


introduce at Bolgna. Vod do me honour with your cots 
pany at this feaſt, and PI return it, by ſhewing that thing 


 which'is the moſt dear to me of all that I now have in the. 


world, or ever ſhall poſſeſs. But T muſt firſt beg your foe 
lution of a difficulty which IT am going to ſtart'to'you. A 
certain perſon had a very honeſt and truſty ſervant,” who 
was taken extremely ill, whom, without more to do, he 
ſent out into the ſtreet in that condition, when a ſtranger 
ee M m 2 out 
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out of meer nen took him into his ranks. and with | 


a great deal of trouble and expence had him reſtor'd to his 


former health, Now I would gladly know whether the 
* firſt maſter has any right to complain of the ſecond, for 


keeping him in his ſervice, and refuſing to reſtore him. 


This occafion'd a great deal of argument, and all agreed at 


laſt in opinion, leaving Niccoluccio Caccianimico (who had a 
pretty way of ſpeaking) to report it. He therefore, _ 
commending the Perſian cuſtom, ſaid, They were all 


ſuaded that the firſt maſter had no farther right after he had 


not only abandon'd him, but thrown him away as it were, 


and that, on account of the kindneſs done to him, he juſtly 


belong'd to the ſecond, who offer'd no violence or injury to 


the firſt in detaining bim. The reſt of the company, be- 


ing all wiſe and worthy perſons, declared that they joined in 


opinion with Niccoluccio: When the knight pleas'd with the 


anſwer, and having it too from Niccoluccio, affirm'd, that 


thoſe were his ſentiments, adding, It is now time for me to 
honour you according to promiſe. So he ſent two ſervants 


to the lady (whom he had taken care to be very gayly 


dreſſed) Ä her to favour his gueſts with her company. 
Accordingly ſhe came into the hall, follow'd by the two ſer- 


vants, with the little infant in her arms. And after ſhe 


had ſeated herſelf down, he ſaid, Behold, this is what I 
value beyond every thing elſe ; ſee if you think I am in 
the right. The gentlemen all commended her extremely, 


pronouncing her worthy of his eſteem: And after looking 
more nicely at her, many of them were going to have 


-own'd her, had it not been that they eſteem'd her dead. 


But none view'd her ſo much as | Niccoluccio, who, the 


Enight being ſtept a little aſide, grew impatient to know 
who ſhe was, and unable any longer to contain himſelf, de- 


manded of her if ſhe was a citizen or a ſtranger, The 
lady hearing this from her husband could ſcarce refrain giv- 
ing him an anſwer, yet, in regard to her injunctions, ſhe 
peace. Another enquired if that was her child. 
And a third if ſhe was wife, or any relation to Signor Gen- 
til. Still ſhe made no reply to any. So when the knight 
return'd, one of the company faid, Sir, this is really a 
pretty creature, but ſhe appears to be dumb : Is the actually 


to? Gentlemen, he replied, her filence is no ſmall argu- 


ment of her virtue, Tell us then, quoth one, who ſhe is. 
That I will, ſaid the knight, with all my heart, if you'll 
(> 7 Rm 
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promiſe me in the mean time that none of you ſtir from 
your places, till I have made an end. This being agreed, 
and the tables all remov'd, he went, and fate down by 

ber, ſaying, Gentlemen, this lady is that good and faithful 
fervant of whom I propoſed the queſtion, who being ſet 
at nought by her friends, and thrown into 'the ſtreet (as 

it was) for a thing of no account, was by me with 
great care taken up, and redeem'd from death, and from 
ſo terrible an object as ſhe once was, brought to what you 
now” ſee, But for your more perfect underſtanding of 
what has happened I will make it plain to you in few VE 
words, So the begun from his being firft enamour'd, 
and related every thing particularly that had happen'd, 
to the great amaze of the hearers; adding at laſt, For. 
theſe reaſons (if you ſtick to what you ſaid juſt now, 

and Niccolucgio eſpecially) the lady is mine, and no body 
has any right to demand her from me. No reply was 
made to this, but all ſtood expecting to hear what he had 
farther to ſay. In the mean time Niccoluccio and the reſt of 
the company, as well as the lady, were ſo affected, that 

they all wept. But Signor Gentil aroſe, and taking the 
child in his arms,. and the lady by the hand, he went to- 
wards Niccoluccio, and ſaid, Riſe my friend, behold I do not 
give you your wife, whom your's and her relations had 
thrown away, but I beſtow this lady upon you, as an ac- 
quaintance of mine, along with her little fon, which is 
your's, and whom I have called by my own name: And I 
intreat you not to have the worſe opinion of her, for hav- 
ing been three months in my houſe; for I call God to wit- 
neſs, that tho' my love was the cauſe of her being preſery d, 
ſhe has liv'd with the ſame honour. in my houſe, along with 
my mother, as ſhe could have' done with her own parent, 
Then turning to the lady, he faid, Madam, I now acquit | 

| jou of your promiſe, and give you freely up to your huf- | i 
and, So giving him the lady and the child into his arms, , 
he return'd and ſat down. Niccoluccio received them with 
the greater joy, as it was the more unexpected, loading the 

knight with infinite thanks, whilſt the company, who ON 
eould not refrain from weeping, highly commended his gg 
neroſity, as did every one alſo that heard it, The lady now © 
was brought to her own houſe with great demonſtrations of © | * 
joy, and the people all beheld her with the ſame wonder as | 
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tho ſhe had been rais'd from the dead, Moreover, the 


knight was in the greateſt efteem ever after, both with her 
and Nicceluccio, as well as all their relations and friends, 
What will you fay then ladies? Is a king's giving away his 
crown and ſceptre, an abbot's reconciling a malefactor to the 
pope, or an old man's offering his throat to an enemy's 


ger, any thing like this action of Signor Gentils? who de. 


ing in the bloom and heat of youth, and ſeeming to have a 

good title to that which other people's 0 bad 
thrown away, and he by good fortune happen'd to pick up, 
not only reſtrain'd his deſire, much to his honour, but ge- 
nerouſly gave up what he had entirely coveted, and ſought 


at all events to l me ney ſeem no ae com- 


parable. 
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Duden requires Anfaldo ; to preſent ber with a gar- 
den in January, as beautiful as in May: He en- 
gages a necromancer to do it: Her husband, upon 
this, gives ber leave to keep her word with Anſald o, 
dhe, hearing of the husband's generofity, quits ber of 

ber promiſe, when the necromancer likewiſe Fakes 
— 15 Dis trouble. 


3 Fi GN 0 K Gritit oa: extolrd to the very skies 
8 by the whole aſſembly, when the king order'd 
FAL_J29 Emilia to follow; who immediately, as tho ſhe 
N 8 was deſirous of ſpeaking, began in this mannet : 
; There is no one but muſt allow, that Signor 
Gentil did a very noble action; but tofay that nothing grea- 
ter eould be done, is s ſaying tao much, as I ſhall ſhew in a 
very ſhort novel, In the country of Frioli, which 
the very cold is yet beautified with many pleafant moun- 
tains, fine rivers, and cryftal ſprings, is a place called Uzzna, 

where liv'd a worthy lady, named Dianora, the wife of a 
very agreeable man, and one of great wealth, call'd Gilberto. 
Now ſhe had taken the fancy of a great and noble lord call'd 
0, one of extraordinary generofity and proweſs, and 
known alt over the country, who us'd frequently to ſol- 
licit her with the meffages and offers of his love, but in 
vain. At length being quite wearied with his importumty, 
ne ſeeing! that 15 il perſiſted, notwithſtanding her repeated 
M m 4 "TY * 
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denials, ſhe reſolved to rid herſelf of him by a new, and, ag 


ſhe thought, impoſſible demand; ſo ſhe ſaid to his emiſſary 
one day, Good woman, you have often told me that Au- 
falds loves me beyond all the world, and have offer d me 


great preſents on his part, which he may keep to himſelf, for 


I ſhall never be prevail'd upon to a compliance in that man- 
ner. Could I be aſſur'd indeed, that his love is really ſuch 


as you ſay, then I ſhould certainly be brought to return it: 


Therefore, if he will convince me of that by a proof 
Which 1 ſhall require, I ſhall ftraightway be at his ſervice, 
What is it then, quoth the good woman, that you deſire 


him to do ? It is this, ſhe replied : I wquld have a garden in 


the month of January, which is now coming on, as full of 
green herbs, flowers, and trees loaden with fruit, as tho? it 
was the month of May; unleſs he does this for me, char 
him to trouble me no more, for that I'Il inſtantly make my 
complaint to my husband, and all my friends. He being 
acquainted with the demand, which ſeemed next to an im- 
poſſibility, and knowing that it was contriv'd en purpoſe 
to deprive him of all hopes of ſucceſs, reſolved yet to try all 
poſſible means in ſuch a caſe, ſending to every part of the world 
to find out a perſon able to aſſiſt him: When at length he met 
with a magician, who would undertake itfor a large ſum of 
money ; and having agreed upon a price, he waited impa- 
tiently for the time of its being done. On the firſt of January 
therefore at night, the cold being extreme, and every thing 
cover'd with ſnow, this wiſe man, in a meadow near to the 


city, made one of the fineſt gardens ſpring up that ever was 


ſeen, fill'd with all kinds of herbs, flowers and fruits, which 
Anſaldo ſaw with infinite pleaſure, and picking ſome of the 
faireſt fruit and flowers, he ſent them privately to the lady, 
inviting her to come and ſee the garden which ſhe had re- 
quir'd, in order to be convinc'd of his love; and that ſhe 
might calf to mind the promiſe ſhe had made, and ſo be repu- 
ted a woman of her word. The lady viewing the preſent, 
and hearing alſo from many people of tlis wonderful gar- 
den, began to repent of what ſhe had done. But with all 
this repentance, being ſtill deſirous of ſeeing ſtrange ſights, 


ſhe went thither with many more ladies, and having highly 


commended it, returned home ſorrowful enough, thinking 
of her engagement. She continued ſo very uneaſy, that her 
husband at laſt perceiv'd it, and demanded the reaſon, For 


ſome time ſhe was aſham'd to ſpeak, but being conſtrain'd at 
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aft, ſhe related the whole thing, Gilberto, was greatly di- 
ſturb'd about it, till conſidering the upright intention of his 
lady in the affair, he began to be ſomething pacified, and 
ſaid, No wiſe and virtuous lady would ever receive any meſ- 
ſages, or make any conditions with regard to her chaſtity. 
Words have a more ready admittance to the heart, than ma- 
ny people imagine, and with lovers nothing is impoſſible. 
You was highly to blame firſt to liſten, and afterwards to 
covenant 3 but as I know the purity of your intention, and 
to free you from your engagement, I'll, grant what nobody 
elſe would do in ſuch caſe, For fear of this necromancer, 
who by Anſaldos inſtigation may do us ſome miſchief if 
you diſappoint him, I conſent that you go to Anſalde, and if 
you can by any means get quit of that tie with ſafsty to 
your honour, that you endeavour to do it, otherwiſe that 
you comply in deed, tho' your will be chaſte and pure. 
She wept, and ſhew'd great reluctance, but he inſiſted upon 
it. So early in the morning, without any great care to make 
herſelf fine, ſhe went with her woman and two men-ler- 
vants to Anſaldo's houſe, who hearing the lady was there, a- 

_ roſe with great ſurprize, and call'd the wiſe man, ſaying to 
him, Vou ſhall now ſee the effect of your skill. So he went 
to meet her, and ſhew'd her into an handſome room, Where 
there was a great fire, and fitting down together, he. ſaid, 
Madam, I beg, if the long regard I have had for you merit 
any reward, that you would pleaſe to tell me why you 
come here at this time, and with this company. She 
bluſh'd, and replied with tears, Sir, it was neither love, 
nor yet regard to my promiſe, but merely my husband's 
order, who ſhewing more regard to the labours of your inor- 
dinate love than his honour and mine, hath forc'd me to come 
hither; therefore, as it is his command, I ſubmit to your 
pleaſure. If Anſaldo was ſurpriz'd at the ſight of the lady, he 
was now much more fo. at hearing her talk; and being mo- 
ved with Gilberto's generoſity, his love was chang'd into 
compaſſion, and he ſaid, Madam, God forbid that J ſhould 
ever take away the honour of a perſon who hath ſhew'd 
ſuch pity for my love: Therefore you are as ſafe with 
me, as tho* you was my ſiſter, and when it ſeems good to 
you, you may depart, upon condition that you tender your 
husband in my-name thoſe thanks which you think are due 
for his great generoſity, requeſting him, for the time to - 
come, to eſteem me always as his brother and faithful ſer- 
; vant, 
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vant. The lady overjoy'd with this, replied, all the world, 

Sir, could never make me believe (when I conſider your 
character) that any thing could have happen'd upon my 
coming hither, otherwiſe than now it hath done; for which 
I ſhall always be oblig'd to you. So ſhe took her leave, and 
return'd to her husband, when relatin 155 what had happen'd, 

it prov d the occaſion of a ſtrict friendſhip ever after between 
him and Anſaldo. The necromancer now being about re. 
ceiving his reward, and having obſerv'd Gilberto's genero- 
fity to Anſalds, and that of Anſaldo to the lady, faid, As 
Gilberto has been fo liberal of his honour, and you of your 
love, you ſhall give me leave to be the fame with regard to 
my pay ; knowing it then to be.worthily employ'd, I de- 
ſign it ſhall be yours. Anſaldo was aſham'd, and preſſed 
him to take all or part, but in vain. And after the third 
day was paſt that the necromancer had taken away his gar- 

den, and was willing to depart, he thankfully diſmiſſed 
him, having extinguiſhed his inordinate defires. out of a 
meer principle of honour, What fay you now, ladies? 
ſhall we prefer the dead lady, and the love of Gentil, grown 
cold (as deflitute of all hope) to the ring of "Anſalds, 
who loved more than ever, and who was fired with the 
greater expectation, ſince the prey ſo long purſued was 
then in his power? Tis meer folly to ſuppoſe that 5 
ſity can ever be compared to this. 
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NOVEL VI. 


Old king Charles, firnemed the Victorious, being in 
love with @ young lady, and aſhamed afterwards 
| of his folly, marries both her aud ber fifter much 10 
their advantage. f YIERER: 403 


= 


H O can recount the various diſputes that aroſe | 
x7 Oy amongſt the company, viz. Whether Gilberto 
&t__]&Þ generoſity, or Arnſalde's, or laſtly, the necro- 

(TH mancer's with regard to Dianora, was the 
greateſt ? Surely *twould be too tedious at this 
time, But the king, after ſuffering them to diſpute a while, 
order d Flammetta to put an end to the debate; who began 
preſently to this effect. Ladies, I was always of opinion, 
that in ſuch company as ours, people ſhould ſpeak fo fully, 
as to leave no room for doubt concerning the meaning of 


| E 


any thing that is advanc'd ; for diſputes more properly be- 


long to ſtudents in the ſchook, than to us, who can ſcarce 
manage our wheels and our diſtaffs. Therefore ſeeing 
you have been already embroil'd, I ſhall leave ſomething of 
doubt which I was going to mention, to relate an affair of 
no inſignificant perſon, but a moſt mighty king; namely, 
how he behav'd with regard to his honour. 
You muſt all have heard of king Charles the antient, or 
the firſt ; by whoſe glorious enterpriſe and great victory ob- 
| tain'd over king Manfredi, the Ghibelline faction was drove 
out of Florence, and the Guelphs reſtor d. On which ac- 
count a certain knight, call'd Neri de gli Uberti, departed 
with his whole family and a great ſtore of wealth, 3 
Jet to live under the protection of no other king; and choo 


ing 


— : 
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ing a ſolitary place with a defign to end his days in quiet, 
he went to Ca/tello de Mare, where he purchas'd (about a 
bo- ſhot from all other houſes, amongſt the olives and cheſt. 
nuts, with which that place abounds) a little eſtate, and 
built a ſmall convenient houſe upon it, by the fide of which 
was a moſt delightful garden, and in the middle of that, ac- 
cording to our taſte, as there was great command of water, 
he made a fine canal, ſtoring it well with fiſh: And attend- 
ing only to the care of his garden, it happen'd that king 
Charles came during the ſummer to amuſe himſelf at Caſtello 
de Mare for a few days; when hearing of Neri's fine garden, 
he had a great deſire to ſee it; and conſidering that he was 
of the adverſe party, he reſolv'd to uſe the more familiarity to- 
wards him ; fo he ſent him word, that he and four friends 
would come and ſup with him the next evening in his 
garden. This was an agreeable meſſage to Signor Neri, 
who made the neceſſary proviſion for his entertainment, 
receiving him afterwards in the beſt manner he was able: 
The king highly commended both the houſe and garden; 
and the table heing ſpread by the fide of the canal, he fate 
down, ordering Count Guido de Monforte, who was one of his 
attendants, to fit on one ſide, and Signor Neri on the other; 
and as for the other three, they ſat as they were plac'd by Sig- 
nor Neri, Supper now was ſerv'd up in the moſt delicate order, 
with the beſt and richeſt wine, greatly to the king's liking ; 
and whilſt he was eating, with great admiration. of the 
beauty of the place, two young damſels enter'd, the garden, 
of about fifteen years of age, with their hair like golden 
wire, moſt curiouſly curl'd, and garlands of flowers upon 
their heads, whilſt their mien and deportment beſpoke them 
rather angels than mortal creatures: their garments were of 
fine linnen cloth as white as ſnow, which were girt round 
their waiſts, and hung in large folds from thence to their 
feet ; ſhe that came firſt had two fiſhing-nets, which ſhe 
carried in her left hand upon her ſhoulder, and in her right 
was a long ſtick : The other, that follow'd had a frying- 
pan upon her left ſhoulder, and under the ſame arm a fag- 
got of wood, with a trevit in her hand; and in the other 
hand, a bottle of oil and a lighted. torch: At which the 
king was greatly ſurpriz d, and waited. attentively to ſee 
what it meant. The damſels being come before him, 
made their obeiſance in the humbleſt and modeſteſt manner; 
and at the entrance of the pond, ſhe that had the pan _— 
. 4 


1 


the other things, laid them down upon the ground, and 
taking up the ſtick which the other carried, they both ſtept 
into the canal, the water of which came up to their breaſts. 
A ſervant immediately kindled a fire, and laying the pan 
upon the trevit, and putting oil therein, he began to wait 
till the damſels ſhould throw him ſome fiſh. So one of 
them beating the places where the fiſhes lay, and the other 
holding the net, they ſoon caught fiſhes enough, to the great 
diverſion of the king; and throwing them to the ſervant, 
who put them alive as it were into the pan, they took out 
ſome of the fineſt (as they had been before inſtructed) and 
caſt them upon the table before the king, count Guido, 
and their father. The king was highly delighted with ſee- 
ing them jump about; and he took and toft them back in 
like manner, and ſo they diverted themſelves, till the fer- . 
vant had fryed that which he had gotten in his pan, which 
was ſet before the king by Signor Neri's order, more as a 
curioſity than any thing nice and dainty. The damſels think-. 
ing they had now done. enough, .came out of the water 
with their garments hanging about them, in ſuch manner 
as ſcarce to conceal any part of their bodies; and modeſtly 
ſaluting the king as before, they return'd into the houſe, 
The king, with thecount and gentlemen that attended, were 
much taken with their extraordinary beauty, and modeft 
behaviour: The king eſpecially, who was perfectly loſt in 
admiration ; and finding a ſecret paſſion ſtealing upon him, 
without knowing which to prefer, they were ſo exactly 
alike, he turn'd to Signor Neri, and ask'd who thoſe two 
damſels were? When he replied, My lord, they are my 
daughters, born both at a birth; one of whom is call'd 
Gineura, the pretty, and the other Jetta, the fair. The 
king commended them very much, and advis'd him to 
marry them: Wherein he.excus'd himſelf, alledging that 
he was not in circumſtance to do it. Nothing now remain'd 
to be ſerv'd up but the deſert; when the two ladies came 
attir'd in rich ſattin, with two ſilver diſhes in their hands, 
full of all manner of fruit; which they ſet before the king. 
And retiring afterwards to ſome diſtance, they ſung a ſong, 
beginning in the following manner, . 


1h power, O Love! who can reh kee. 


witk 
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entertainment. 


count he cultivated, under other pretences, a ſtrict 
ſhip with the father, and uſed frequently to viſit 


his garden, in order to ſee Gineura : Till unable to con- 
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with ſuch exquiſite ſweetneſs, that it ſeem'd to the kine 
as if choirs of angels were deſcended from heaven for his 


No ſooner was the ſong ended, but the 
fell upon their knees before him to. take their leave ; which 
the king, tho' he was ſecretly griev'd at, ſeem'd graciouſ- 
ly to comply with, When ſupper was concluded, the king 
with his attendants mounted their horſes, and returned to 
the palace; where, being unable to forego the love that 
he had conceived for Gineura (for whoſe ſake he alſo lov- 
ed her ſiſter, as reſembling each other) he grew fo unea- 
ſy that he cou'd think of nothing elſe ; upon which ac- 
friend. 


him at 


tain any longer, ſeeing he cou'd think of no better way, 
he reſolv'd to take not ene only, but both from him by 


force; and he ſignified his intention to count Guido, who, 
being a nobleman of ſtrict honour, faid to this effect: My 


liege, I am greatly ſurprized at what you now fay, and 
more perhaps than any other perſon would be, in regard 1 
have known you more, even from your infancy ; and as 


I never remember any ſuch thing ef you in your 


, when love has the greateſt power over us, it ſeems now 


youth, 


ſo odd, and out of the way, that I can ſcarce give cre- 


dit to it, Did it become me to reprove you, I 


know 


very well what IT might ſay, confidering that you are 
yet in arms in a kingdom newly conquer'd, amongſt a 
people not known to you, abounding with treachery and 
deceit, and have many great and weighty affairs upon your 


hands; yet you can fit down at eaſe in 
and give way to ſuch an idle paſſion as love. This 
like a great king, ſo much as an inglorious ſtripling. 


uch circumſtances, 


1s not 


And 
what is worſe, you ſay your are reſoly'd to take the two 


daughters away from a poor gentleman, whom, he had to 
wait, upon you out of his abundant reſpect, as well as to 
ſhew his great confidence in you ; believing you to be a 


generous prince, and not a rapacious wolf, Have 


e you. ſo 
ſoon forgot that it was Manfredi's taking the fame liber- 


ties that open'd your way to this kingdom? Can there be a 
baſer crime than to take away from one that honours you, 
his honour, his hope, and intire comfort * What will peo- 
ple ſay in ſuch a caſe? Do you think it any excuſe, his 


being of a different party? Is this kingly juſtice, t 
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ople in that manner, be they of what party they will, 
that throw themſelves under your protection? It was great 
glory to conquer Manfredi; but let me tell you, it will be 
much greater to conquer your ſelf. You therefore, who are 
ordained to correct vice in others, learn to ſubdue your 
own; curb that unruly appetite; nor ſtain with ſo foul a 
blot the character you have ſo gloriouſly acquir'd, Theſe 
words touch'd the king to the quick, and ſo much the 

more as he knew them to be true: Wherefore he ſigh'd, 
and ſaid, Count, I hold it an eaſy conqueſt over any e- 
nemy, however forinidable, compared to one's own paſſion : 
But be the difficulty ever ſo great, ſuch is the force of your 
words, that before many days are paſt I'll convince you, if 
I know to conquer others, that I am able alſo to withſtand 
my ſelf. So he went to Naples ſoon after, when to put it 
out of his-power to do a baſe thing, as well as to reward the 
knight for the favours ſhew'd him, he reſolved, however 
grating it ſeem'd, to give another the - poſſeſſion of that 
which he himſelf coveted, to marry both the ladies, not as. 
Signor Neri's daughters, but his own. Beſtowing then 
large fortunes upon, them, Gineura, the pretty, he gave 
to Signor Maffzo da Palizzo, and [ſotta, the fair, to Signor 
Gulielmo della Magna, both worthy knights ; retiring him- 
ſelf afterwards to Apulia, where, with great pains and trou- 
ble, he got the better at laſt of his paſſion, and liv'd with 
eaſe and quiet ever after. Now, ſome people perhaps may 
ſay, that it's a ſmall thing for a king to have beſtowed two 
ladies in marriage. I allow it: But for a king to give a- 
way the very lady that he himſelf was in love with, and 
without plucking the leaſt bud, flower, or fruit of his love; 
that J will maintain to be great indeed. Such then 
was the virtues of this moſt generous king; rewarding the. 
courteſy of a noble knight, ſhewing a great and proper re-- 
card to his beloved fair one, and ſubduing his own defies. 
with ſtrict reſolution and honour, N 5 Tart 
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Ning Pietro N that a lady was — > for him; 
mates her a viſit, and marries her to a wort 
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ever afterwards her knight. 


0 15 LAMMETTA's vow was condladdd; and the 
manly king's generoſity much commended, altho 
8 there were ſome of the Ghibelline faction pre- 
755 ſent that ſeem'd not to reliſh it; when Panpinea, 
having the king's command, began as follows: 
e one muſt praiſe the king for what he did, excepting 
ſach as bear him ill · will upon ſome other aceount; but as I 


now call to mind a thing no leſs praiſe-worthy, that was 
done by an enemy of his to a lady of our city, Ifhalt beg leave 


to relate it. At the time when the French were drove 
out of Sicily, there dwelt at Palermo a Florentine apothecary, 

call'd Bernardo Puccini, one of very great ſubſtance, and 
who had an only daughter, a fine young lady and at years 
to be married. Now king Pietro being become lord of the 
whole iſland, made a great feaſt for all his barons at Pa- 
lermor and, juſting in the ftreet.call'd Catalana, it chanc'd 


that Bernards's daughter, whoſe name was Liſa, obſery'd 
him (as ſhe was in company with other ladies) out of a 


window with great pleaſure; and ſhe gazed fo long, till 
at laſt ſhe found herſelf deeply in love: And when the feaſt 
was over, that ſhe was returned home, ſtill ſhe could think 
of nothing but this great and exalted love. But what troubled 
her moſt was, the conſideration of her mean rank, which left 
her no hopes of ſucceſs: Nevertheleſs, ſhe would by no 
means withdraw her affection, at the ſame time that ſhe 

wa 
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| was afraid to diſcloſe it. Love thus getting every day, more 
hold upon her, the fair maid, unable to hold up any longer, 
fell at laſt into a languiſhing ſickneſs, waſting manifeſtly like 
Mow before the ſun, The father and mother, by their 
own continual care, as well as the help of phyſicians, did all 
in their power to relieve her, but to no purpoſe ; ſhe de- 
ſpair'd in her love, and fo deſir'd to die. Now one day it 
happened, as the father was offering her his beſt ſervices, that 
a thought came into her head, to make her love known to 
the king before her death; and fo ſhe defir'd that Minuccia 
dq Arizzo might come to Her. This Minuccio was a fine 
| finger, and often with the king. The father therefore ſup- 
poking that ſhe had a mind to be a little diverted, ſent for 
him; when he came, and play'd a tune or two upon his 
violin, and ſung her ſeveral ſongs, which, inſtead of appeaſ- 
ing, only added to her love. At length ſhe expreſt a deſire 
to ſpeak to him in private; ſo every one elſe having left the 
room, ſhe ſaid to this purpoſe: Minuccis, J have choſe to en- 
truſt you with a ſecret, hoping in the firſt place, that you'll 
only reveal it to the perfon concern'd ; and ſecondly, I defire 
you would aſſiſt me to the utmoſt of your power, The 
caſe, you muſt know, is this: The day of king Pietro's re- 
joicing for his acceſſion, I fell ſo much in love upon ſeeing 
him run his tilts, that it has brought me to what you ſee. 
Knowing therefore how ill plac' d my love is upon a king, 
nor being able to ſhake it off, or any way impair it, I have 
reſolv'd, ſeeing it is too grievous to be born, to die. Tis 
true, I ſhall die with great uneaſineſs, unleſs he knows it 
firſt ; and as I have no body that I can truſt in this affair but 

ourſelf, I therefore commit it entirely te you, in hopes 
you'll not refuſe me this ſervice ; and when you have done, 
to let me know it, that ſo being disburthen'd, I may die with 
more eaſe and comfort. Minuccio was furpriged both at 
the greatneſs of her ſoul, and her cruel : reſolution ; and 
being grieved for her, he thought of a way whereby he 
might fairly do her fervice: ſo he ſaid, Madam, be aſ- 
ſur'd Pll never deceive you: I. commend your\ fancy in 
the choice of ſo great a king, and offer you my beſt aſ- 
ſiſtance; hoping that before three days are expired, I 


ſhall bring you news that will be agreeable. To loſe 


no time then, Pit go directly about it. She promis'd to 
comfort. herſelf" as well as ſhe could, and wiſh'd him ſuc- 
IPs...” 00" | cels, 
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__ So he went to one Mico da Siena, a tolerable poet in 
thoſe ck 3 WHO, at his requeſt, * the Raving cog 


e n 6 


Go live, and to my lord declare 
The torment which for him I find; 


Go, ſay I die, whilſt ſtill my fear 
 Forbids me to declare. my mind. 


* 


With hands uplifted 1 thee pray, | 

O love ! that thou won dſt haſte away, 
And gently to my lord impart 

The warmeſt wiſhes of my heart; 
Declare how great my ſorrows ſeem, 
Which fighing, bluſhing, J endure a5 him. 
Go love, &c. 


II. 
Why was I not ſo bold to tell, 
Por once, the paſſion that I feel 58 
To him for whom I grieve alone, 
The anguiſh of my heart make known? 
Hie might rejuice to hear my grief 


Awaits his ſingle pleaſure for . 
0 love, &c. 


III. 
But E this my MTN be vain, 


Mer other means of help remain; 


Tet ſay, that when in armour bright 
He march d, as if equipt for fight, . 
Amidſt his chiefs ; that fatal dag 
T ſaw, and gaz'd my very heart . 


ro love, &c. 


— 


"Theſe words he ſet to a ſoft e air, as the matter 
requir'd ; and the third day. he went to court, where the 
king was at dinner: And being order'd to give them a ſong, 
: de began that, in ſuch an eaſy ſweet manner, that all the 


people 


— 
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ople in the room ſeem'd converted to ſtatues z' ſo fend „ 
ſo attentively did they ſtand to liſten ! But the king was mo Ti Te 
affected than any of the reſt, and after Minuccio had ma le 


am end, he demanded, why he had never heard that ſong be 
fore? My lord, the other replied, the words and tune both 
are not yet- three days old. The king then enquiring whom 
it was they concern'd ? He made anſwer, That I can only 


tell your majeſty, So the king being deſirous of knowing it, 
went with him into the chamber, as ſoon as the cloth was 


taken away, when Minuccio related the whole affair; 
where with the king ſeem'd greatly pleaſed, and bid him go 
directly to her, and aſſure her on his part, that he would 
certainly make her a viſit that evening. Minuccio, 'overjoy*d 
to be the bearer of ſuch news, went immediately with his 


violin, and after relating to her in private what had been 


done, he ſung her the very ſong. From that time there ap- 
pear'd great ſigns of amendment; and, without any one's 
having the leaſt ſuſpicion about it, ſhe waited in full ex pecta- 
tion of the evening, when ſhe ſhould ſee her lord. " The 
king, who was a gracious and good prince, having thought 
muchtof what Minuccio told him, became more and more. 
regardful of the lady, as being no ſtranger to her extraordi- 


nary beauty: So getting on horſeback in the evening, as tho 


he was taking a ride out, he rode to this apothecary's houſe, 
_ defiring to ſee a fine garden that he had; 2 r after 


walking for ſome time together, the king enquired what was: 


become of his daughter, and whether ſhe was yet married? 
Bernardo replied, My lord, ſhe is not married ; ſhe hath, 
been indeed extremely ill, and is ſtill ſo, tho we think, 
ſince nine o' clock, that ſhe is wonderfully mended. The 
king knew what that amendment meant, and ſaid, In good: 
truth, twould be a pity to loſe ſuch a pretty young lady : let 
us go and ſee her. So he went with two attendants only, 
and the father, into the chamber; and going to the bed-ſide, 
where ſhe ſat rais d up, and full of expectation for his com- 
ing, and taking her by the hand, he ſaid, Fair maid, how! 
comes it that you are ill? You are young, and ſhould be a 
delight to others, then why will you ſuffer this illneſs to 
prey upon you? For my ſake be comforted, and get well. 

The lady feeling the touch of his hand whom ſhe loved he- 
yond all the world, tho ſhe could not help biuſhing, thought 


herſelf in perfect paradiſe, and anſwered as well as ſhe could: 


wy ae by th + Thad to (90. heavy a ty 
4 then, 
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then, I have happen'd to languiſh in this manner; but you'll 
ſoon ſee an amendment. Only the king knew) her covert 
way of ſpeaking, and after he had ftaid ſome time longer 
with her, and encouraged her as much as poſſible, he took 
his leave. This condeſcenſion of the king's was much com- 
mended, and thought a great honour both to the apothecary 
and his daughter, who was as much 'pleas'd therewith as any 
other lady could be with her lover; and being affiſted by 
better hopes, became in a little time quite well, and more 


fair than ever. Some time after the king, having conſulted 
with the queen about it, on a day appointed went on horſe- 


back, attended by many of his barons, to the apothecary's 


houſe, and walking in the garden, he fent for him and his 


daughter. Preſently after the queen came with a great 
number of ladies, and after they had ſpent ſome time in di- 
verſton, the king and queen call'd Zz/s to them, when he 
faid, Fair lady, your love for me has obtain'd you this fax 
vour, with which for my ſake I beg you would be fatisfied; 
what I mean is to give you an husband, but ſtill I would 
preſerve the character of your. knight, without requeſting 
any thing in return but a kiſs. She bluſh'd, and replied with 


a low and humble voice to this effect: My lord, was it to 


— 


majeſty, I doubt not but I ſhould be reckoned as the greateſt 
of fools, and unacquainted with my own meanneſs, as much 
as your grandeur,” But God, who knoweth my heart, is 
my judge, that I then thought of you as a great king, and 
of myſelf as an apothecary's daughter; and was ſenſible how 


be publickly known that J had fix*d my affection upon your 


ill it became me to fix my love upon an object ſo infinitely 


above me. But your majeſty. knows, as well as myſelf, 
there's no choice in love; tis fancy only: I opposd my fee- 
ble might, which was all I could do; ſo that I did, do ſtill, 
and always ſhall love you. Since therefore, I have found 
myſelf captivated by you, I:thought it my duty to make 


your will my own; if therefore you would command any. 


thing elſe, 1 ſhould: certainly obey it. But for you, who 
are my king, to be call'd my knight, that it becometh me 


not to ſpeak to, any more than the kiſs which you require 


as-the ſole recompence of my love, without leave from our 
lady the queen. Nevertheleſs, for your great kindneſs to- 
wards me, as well as that of the queen, may heaven ſhower 
down its bleffings upon you both; for my part, Lam able to 
make no return, And fo ſhe was ſilent. The queen was 

ub $43 8  {1- FL | pleas'd 
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pleas'd with the lady's reply, eſteeming her as prudent as the 
king had reported her; who. inſtantly call'd for her father 
and mother, and finding they approv'd of his intention, 
he ſent for a young gentleman of ſmall fortune, whoſe name 
was Perdicone, and cauſed him with his own good liking to 
eſpouſe her. When, beſides many jewels and other valu- 
able preſents given by them both, he beſtowed Geffalu and 
Calatabellotta, two very conſiderable eſtates, upon them ; 
ſaying, Theſe I give by way of dowry with your wife: 
What J intend for yourſelf, you ſhall ſee ſome time hence. 
Then turning to her he ſaid, I muſt now receive the fruit 
that is due to me from your love, and he juſt ſaluted her fore- 
head. So the marriage was ſolemnized, to the great joy 
both of her husband, father and mother: And many report, 
that the king was very conſtant to his promiſe; for that, ſo 
long as he liv'd, he always tiFd himſelf her knight, and ne- 
ver carried any other token of favour upon his arms, but 
what ſhe ſent him. —— Such actions as theſe gain the hearts 
of the people, ſerve as an example for others to imitate, and 
ſecure at laſt an everlaſting fame, But there are few now- a- 
days that trouble their heads about that; the greateſt * of 
our ines being rather cruel tyrants. 


* 
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Sine linkin berſelf . "ot of Giſippus, Was 
33 married to Titus Quintus Fulvius, who car- 
ried ber to Rome, where Giſippus arrives ſome 

time after in great diſtreſs, and thinking bimſelf de- 

foiled by Titus, confeſsd himſelf guilty of a murder, 

in order to put an end to his life. Titus calPd Bim 
then to mind, and to ſave bim accuſed himſelf, 

which when the murderer ſaw, be delivered himſelf 

up as the guilty perſon. On which account they are 
all ſet at liberty by Octavius; and Titus marries 
Gift ppus to his Her, and 18 kim Ns a Mate. 


N EIL ME NA now, = ht king's order, 

DD (Pampinea having left off ſpeaking, and king 
Pietro being much commended by the whole 
ENS] company, but eſpecially the Ghibelline lady) be- 
gan in this manner: We all know, ladies, that 
kings can do, as often as they are fo diſpoſed, every thing 
that is great and noble. Such things are more particularly 


required of them. He therefore that does his duty, does 


well; but yet we ſhould not wonder in that manner, and 


extol them fo highly for it, as we would do another, who not 


having the ability, has leſs incumbent upon him, and yet 
does as much. If therefore you commend the actions of 
princes. to that degree, and think them glorious, I make no 


doubt but thoſe of our equals will be much more admired by | 
you, when they are found to reſemble, or even exceed them. 


— 
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I ſhall therefore relate the great and noble behaviour of two 
citizens and friends, — At the time when O#avius Ceſar 
{afterwards Auguſtus) govern'd the empire as one of the tri- 
umvirate, there dwelt at Rome a gentleman calld Publius 
Quintus Fulvius, who having a ſon named Titus Quintus 


Fruloius, a youth of wonderful parts and learning, ſent him 


to Athens to ſtudy philoſophy, recommending him to a noble- - 
man there called Chremes, who was his old friend. This 

noble perſon kept him in his own houſe, as a companion to 
a ſon of his own named Giſippus, and they were both put 
under the tuition of a philoſopher, whoſe name was Ari- 
Fuppus. Being brought up thus together, their ways and 
tempers were ſo conformable, that a brotherly affection and 
ſtrict friendſhip fprung up between them, inſeparable by any 
other accident than death; nor had they either happineſs or 
repoſe but in each other's company. They began their 
ſtudies together, and proceeded, as they had each an uncom- 
mon genius, to the greateſt depths of philoſophy with equal 
ſteps, and marvelous applauſe. Thus they went on for 
three years, to the great joy of Chremes, who ſeem'd to 
have the ſame regard for both; when it chanc'd that he di- 
ed, being well ſtricken in years, at which they expreſt a 
like concern; nor could it be well faid which was moſt dif- 
conſolate. In a few months afterwards, the friends and re- 
lations of Giſippus came to ſee him, and (along with Titus) 
began to comfort, and perſuade him to take a wife; ro- 
commending a citizen of their's, a lady of extraordinary 
beauty and family, and about ſixteen years of age. And 
the time of their marriage drawing near, Giſippus prevaiFd 
upon Titus, who had not yet ſeen her, to go with him to 
make her a viſit. Coming then to the houſe, and ſhe ſeat. 
ing herſelf down between them, Titus, as conſidering the 
charms of his friend's contracted ſpouſe, began to view her 


| With the greater attention; and being immoderately taken 
with every part and every feature of her, and commending 


them ſecretly to himſelf, he ſoon grew as much enamour'd 
as ever man in the world was with a woman, without 
time, they left her, and returned home; and Titus going in- 
to his chamber by himſelf, began to reflect upon what he 
had ſeen, and the more he thought, the more he grew in 
love. Recollecting himſelf at laſt, after many paſſionate 
ſighs, broke out to this effect: Ah! unhappy Titus Il. where 
. , ? Nu 4 D 1 


ſhewing yet the leaſt ſign of it. After they had ſtaid ſome _ 


/ 


\ 
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and on whom haſt thou fix'd thy heart, thy affection, and and te 
thy Whole hope? Knoweſt thou not that for the favours gods, 
receiv'd from Chremes and his family, as well as the enti than 
friendſhip betwixt thee and Giſippus, to whom ſhe is fortur 
ſpouſed, thou oughteſt to reverence her as a fifter ? Whom to be 
then doſt thou love? Why ſuffer thyſelf to be thus en- ed tc 
ſnar d? To what purpoſe that deceitful hope? Open the * prope 
eyes of thy underſtanding, © miſerable man! and know dear 
thyſelf. Give way to reaſon, curb thy inordinate appetite, baſen 
moderate thy irregular deſires, and direct them to a different thing 
object, ſubdue thy laſcivious paſſion in the beginning, and be he re 
thy own maſter whilt it is in thy power. It is not con- neſs 
venient, what thou defireſt ; it is not honeſt : What thou victo 
art in purſuit of (even wert thou ſure to obtain it, as thou and 
art not) thou oughteſt to flee from, if thou haſt any regard his ri 
to what true friendſhip and thy own duty both require, pak. 
What then wilt thou do? To act reaſonably thou muſt = tion, 
quit this love. Then calling to mind the lady, and re- lady 
nouncing what he had before alledg'd, he faid, The laws frier 
of love are of greater force than any other, they diſannull wep 
thoſe of friendſhip, or even the laws divine. How often need 
Has a father loved his daughter, a brother his fiſter ? which friel 
are much ſtranger things than for one friend to love another ting 
friend's wife. Beſides, I am young, and youth is wholly thai 
ſubje& to the government of love. What that directs then, rejo 
J approve. Let people of more years think of what is ho- ſo | 
neſt: I can will nothing but to love, This her beauty judg 
commands from every one: How am I then to blame? I love to | 
her, not becauſe" ſhe is eſpouſed to my friend, but I ſhould pal 
Jove her whoever ſhe belong'd to. It is only fortune that 2 
is in fault, in having beſtowed her upon him; and perhaps if 1 
he may be leſs uncaſy at my admiring her, than he would an 
be with any other perſon, Thus he kept reaſoning with tib 
himſelf backwards and forwards, not that day and night Tl 
only, but many others, in ſo much that he neither eat nor the 
Nept, till at laſt he was forced to keep his bed. Gifippus be! 
Had 'gbſerved him penſive for ſome. time, and now ſeein me 
him fall ſick was extremely grieved, and ſought by al * 
manner of means to confort him, preſſing earneſtly to m 
know the cauſe of his grief. When he return'd frivolous th 
anſwers far from truth, which Gi/ippus knew to be ſueh; m 
and as he was ſtill urgent to know the real cauſe, Titus A 


 eompell'd (as it were) at 2 to . began with 120 5 m 
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and tears to this effect: O Giſppus if it had pleaſed the 
gods, death would have been much more welcome to me, 
than to live any longer, now I come to 2 Op 
fortune hath brought me into a ſtreight, wherein trial is 
to be made of my virtue, which T perceive to be vanquiſh- 
ed to my eternal reproach, But I expect er long the 
* proper reward, namely, death, which will be much more 
dear to me than to live with the conſciouſneſs of my own 
baſeneſs, which, as I neither can, nor ought to conceal any 
thing from you, I now diſcloſe with ſhame. Whereupon 
he related from the beginning the whole cauſe of his uneaſi- 
neſs and conflict within himſelf, as alſo which way the 
victory inclined, owning his extreme paſſion for Sophronza, 
and declaring, on account of the diſhonourableneſs of it, 
his reſolution to die, which he hop'd would ſhortly come to 
pas, Giſippus hearing this diſcourſe, and ſeeing his afflic- 
tion, ſtood ſome time in ſuſpenſe, as having a love for the 
lady, tho' in a more moderate degree :. But at length his 
friend's life was preferr d; and ſympathiſing with him, he 
wept, and ſaid, Titus, was it not that you ſtand more if 
need of comfort, T ſhould upbraid you for a breach gf 
friendſhip, in keeping your paſſion ſo long a ſecret. Admit- 
ting it be diſhonourable, yet ought it no more to be conceal'd 
than if it was other wiſe; for if it be the part of a friend tc 
rejoice at what redounds to his friend's credit, it is no ef: 
ſo to attempt to drive from that friend's heart what he 
judges contrary thereto, But to leave this ſubject, and come 
to that whereof you ſtand moſt in need. If you are ſo 
Fend in love with Sephronia, who is affianc'd to me, 
am not at all ſurprized at it; but ſhould wonder rather 


if it was otherwiſe, conſidering. ber extraordinary beauty, 
and the generoſity of your ſoul, ſo much the more ſuſcep- 
tible of love, in proportion to the exceſlency' of the object. 
The more reaſon then there is for your loving Sophronia, 
the , more unjuſtly do you complain of fortune in having 
beſtaw!d her upon me, ſuppoſing your love would have been 
moe reputable had The belong d to any other perſon: 
Whereas you ſhould rather be pleaſed that fortune hath. 
made her mine; for an indifferent perſon would have given 
the preference to himſelf, which you can never ſuꝑpoſe in 
me, if you hold me as much your friend as I really am. 
And my reaſon is this, I do not remember ſince the com. 
mencement of our friendſhip, that I ever pôſſeſs d any thing 


) 
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but what was as much yours as my own; and if it was fo 


men are eaſier found than friends; another wife I can 
ny procure, but ſuch a friend perhaps never. I can 
better transfer my affection to another, than think of loſing 


vou. | 


ou. 

in every other caſe, it ſhall be the ſame in this. Tis true, 
- "ſhe i is my ſpouſe, and I have loved her. moſt. affeQionately, 35 yourſe 
6 expecting with impatience the conſummation of our nup. WW moſt 
tials: But as your deſire and paſſion for her is the ſtronger, Was A 
be aſſur'd that ſhe ſhall be conducted into my chamber, not impo 
as my wife, but yours. Then leave theſe deſpairing in do 
thoughts, ſhake off that cloudy diſpoſition, reaſſume your I kn 
former health and chearful temper, and from this hour ex- ſult) 
pect the reward and completion of your love, far more de. lity 1 
ſerving of the lady than mine. As much pleaſure as Titus a8 y 
hopes afforded him, with ſo much ſhame was he over. in m 
wWhelm'd from this conſideration, that the greater his cCeiv 
friend's liberality, the greater diſgrace it would be to ac- myſ 
cept it: Wherefore, unable to refrain from tears, he thus ma)˖⁊ 
feebly replied, Gr/ippus, your fincere and generous friendſhip my! 
Points out to me what on my part ought to be done. Hea- that 
ven forbid that I ſhould take her for mine, who was deſ- him 
tine to be yours, as the more deſerving of her. Had beſt 
. the gods thought her a fit wife for me, they would ed 
have ordered it to have been ſo. Accept thankfully cla 
then thy own choice and her gift, and leave me to waſte pre 
away in tears as unworthy of ſuch'a blefling ; for either I mi 
ſhall get the better of this paſſion, and fo continue your 11 
Trend. or elſe it will get the better of me, and T ſhall then an 
be out of my miſery. Giſippus replied, My dear friend, ol 
if our intimacy might permit me to force you in any reſpect ye 
to comply with my will, it is in this caſe that T would ar 
make uſe of ſuch influence ; if then you refuſe to condeſcend pt 
to my intreaties, I ſhall, with that compulſion which is ne- "Al 
ceſſary for my friend's welfare, take care that Sophronia be 4} 
. "wholly yours, I know full well the force of love, and that . -< 
many of its votaries have been brought by it to an unhappy n 
end; I fee you alſo in ſuch danger, that you would unavoid- A 
ably fink under the burthen ; nor ſhould I be long behind PL 
you. Therefore was there no other reaſon, yet for my C 
_ own ſake would your life be dear to me. You then ſhall t 
be poſſeſſed of her, becauſe you will never meet with any ſo 
agreeable to yourſelf ;-but for my part 1 may fancy ſome if 
other as well. "There is no ſuch generoſity in this; wo- 4 
; 
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you. Rouze yourſelf then J intreat you, if you have any 
regard for me, from this affliction. Comfort at once both 
pyourſelf and me, and prepare to receive the joy which your 
moſt paſſionate love ſo eagerly thirſts after. Altho* Titus 
was aſhamed to give his conſent, yet love, and his friend's 
importunities at length prevailed; and he replied,” Gi/fippus, 
in doing what you intreat, and ſay is fo much your deſire, 
I know not whether I may be ſuppoſed principally to con- 
ſult your pleaſure, or my own, '' As therefore your libera- 
lity is ſuch that it ſurmounteth all ſhame in me, I will do 
as you command. But remember, it is not being gratified 
in my love only, however great that may be; but it is re- 
ceiving my life alſo at your hands, for which I muſt own 
myſelf your debtor. And may the gods grant, that I 
may be able ſome time or other to ſhew how much I think 
myſelf oblig'd, in your manifeſting a greater regard for me 
than IJ had for myſelf, After this was over, Giſippus ſaid to 
him, Titus, in order that we ſucceed in this affair I hold it 
beſt to take this method; you know every thing is canclud- 
ed between her friends and mine, and ſo was I now to de- 
clare my refuſal of her, it would be a matter of great re- 
proach, and I for ever diſoblige both her relations and 
mine, tho' the latter I ſhould' not ſo much regard, could 
I be aſſur'd you would obtain her by the means: But I 
am afraid, in fuch caſe, leſt they ſhould beſtow. her upon 
ſome other perſon, and ſo you loſe what I gain not. If 
you think well of it then, I intend to proceed in the affair, 
and bring her home as my own ſpouſe, when you ſhall 
privately be put to bed to her, as tho' ſhe was your wife, 
and at a proper time the thing ſhall be made publick; if 
they approve of it, it will be well; if otherwiſe, it will bo 
done, and cannot then be undone, for which reaſon they 
muſt be ſatisfied: Titus liked the ſtratagem, and as ſoon 
as he was perfectly recover d Giſippus brought her home with 
great rejoicings, when the women put her into his bed, and 
departed, Now Titus's chamber adjoyn'd to Gifippus's, fo 
that a perſon might go out of one into the other; Gr/ep- 
s therefore having put out the candles, wont ſilently to 
Titus, and told him, that he might now go to bed to his 
lady. Upon which Titus was ſo overcome with ſname, that 
he began to repent, and refuſed it. But Gy/eppus/ (who 
Was as much his friend as he had always profeſſed him- 
gotten into bed, he ſoftly ask d if ſhe was willing to be — 
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wife. She thinking it was Ciſiphus, replied, Ves. So tak- 
ing a ring of value, and putting it upon her finger, he ſaid, 
And I will be your husband. Thus every thing was con- 
ſummated, | ſhe thinking all the time that ſhe: had been with 
Giſppus. By this time Publius the father of Titus depart- 
ed this life, when letters came te Titus requiring him in- 
ſtantly to depart for Rome upon his private affairs, which 
he inſtantly. reſolved upon, deſigning alſo to take with him 
Sophronia and Giſippus. But not ſeeing how this could well 
be managed, without his firſt making a full diſcovery of 
what had been done, he therefore one day called her into 
the chamber, and told her the whole affair, which he made 
Clear to her by many remarkable eireumſtances. Upon 
which ſhe gazed firſt at one, and then the other, with a 
good deal of 3 ng and at length burſt out into tears, 
complaining bitterly of G;/ippus's trick upon her ; but be- 
fore ſne made any ſtir about it in the houſe, ſhe went di- 
rectly to her father's, and declar'd to him and her mother 
the whole treachery, affirming, that ſhe was not the wife 
of Gifeppus (as they imagin'd) but Titus. This was a moſt 
grievous. thing both to them and all her relations, who com- 
plained heavily. of Giſippus, and there was much diſturbance 
and confuſion about it. Great was the reſentment of his 
own relations, as well as bers, and all declared him worthy 
not of reproof only, but ſevere chaſtiſement. But he not- 
withſtanding juſtified: What he had done, averring, that 
thanks were rather due to him from her friends, in as much 
as he had married her to one better than Bimſelf. Titus, 
on the other part, beheld all this with great concern, and 
knowing it to ba the temper of the Greeks to make a mighty 
noiſe and ſtir when no oppaſition is made; but where there 
is any reſiſtance, then to be tame and ſubmiſſive, be re- 
ſolved to bear their reproaches no longer without a reply; 
and having an Attic genius, wich a true Roman ſpirit, he 
had all Giſinpuss and Sophronia's friends ſummoned together 
into a temple, and coming thither, accompanied . only. by 
Gifoppus, he addreſſed himſelf to cho api ati in 
the following manner. 
It is the opinion of eee that we mare 
do nothing but what is pre-ordained hy (the immortal gods, 
from whence ſome conclude that our actions are determin'd 
by a fatal necallity, tho others refer that neceſſity to things 
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nets muſt allow, that to find fault with what cannot be re- 
voked, is in other terms to quarrel with providence, whom 
we ſhould believe to govern by perpetual laws (not ſubject 
to error) both us and all our affairs; and yet you yourſelves: 
are the people that preſume to do this, if it be true what I 
hear, namely, that you are continually exclaiming againſt 
my marriage with Sophronia, whom you had given to Gi- 
fps, never conſider ing that it was deereed from the begin- 
ning, that ſhe ſhould not be his wife, but mine, as the effect 
now ſneweth. But as diſcourſing upon the ſecrets of provi- 
dence is too knotty and intricatę a ſubject for moſt people 
to comprehend, I am willing to ſuppoſe that no regard is 
had to what is done here below, and ſhall confine myſelf 
altogether to the dictates of human reaſon. Speaking there- 
fore in that manner, I am forced to do two things con- 
trary to my natural temper, viz, to commend myſelf, and 
to blame or leſſen other people: But as I ſhall keep ſtrictly 
to the truth in both reſpects, and the nature of the caſe re- 
quires me to do both, I therefore proceed. Your complaints 
ariſe more from rage than reaſon; you are continually re- 
viling G1/ippus, becauſe he generouſly parted with a lady 
whom you deſign'd to be his wife. This action never- 
theleſs deſerves the higheſt commendation, and that for two 
reaſons. Firft, becauſe he has thereby perform'd a moſt 
noble act of friendſhip. And Secondly, he has ated more 
wiſely than you yourſelves would have done. How far the 
| ſacred bonds of friendſhip oblige one friend to do for an- 
other, I ſhall not at prefent fer forth; but content myſelf. 
barely with reminding you, that they are much ftronger 
than the ties of blood. Our friends are aur.own choice, 
but our relations we receive from the hands of fortune; If 
therefore Giſphus, who is my friend, valued my life: beyond 
2 favour, you need not be ſurprized. But Secondly, III 
ew by diverſe inſtances (ſeeing that you know little of pro- 
vidence, and much leſs of the effects of friendſhip) that he 
has approved himſelf wiſer than you all. You gave Sephno- 
nia to him, being a young gentleman and a philoſopher; 
he beſtow'd her on a young gentleman and philoſopher 
alſo. You gave her to an Athenian, he conterr'd her upon 
a Roman. You gave her to one of a good family, he to a 
perſon of a better. You to one that was rich, he to an- 
other much richer. You to one who but little efteem'd, _ 
and ſcarce knew her, he to one that lov'd her as his = 5 
nin E. 
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life, Confider then what J have ſaid article by article, We are 
of equal years, and our' ſtudies have beer” the ſame ; he in- 
deed is an Athenian, and I a Roman, but no one can pre-. 
tend to put thoſe two cities in competition. Rome is an 

independent free city; Athens a tributary one. Rome is 
miſtreſs of the whole world, whilſt Athens is under her ſub- 
jection. Rome is juſtly fam'd for arms, extent of empire, 
and all ſorts of polite learning; whilſt Athens is only re. 
markable for a little philoſophy. And tho you ſee me here 
a ſcholar, and of no great account, yet I am not deſcended 
from the dregs of the people. My houſes and the publick 
places are fill'd with the ſtatues of my anceſtors, and our 
annals record the numberleſs triumphs of the Quintii brought 
home by them into the Roman Capitol. Nor hath time it- 
ſelf tarniſh'd our glory, but the luſtre of our houſe continues 
the ſame as ever. I ſay nothing of my wealth, out of 
meer ſhame, remembering that a virtuous poverty was 
the nobleſt patrimony of the ancient Romans: But if you 
be of a different opinion, and think with the ignorant 
multitude there is any real excellence in riches, I can 
then tell you, that I am abundantly provided, not from 
my own covetous deſires, but the gift of fortune. I 
I know very well, that you deſired his alliance, as he is of 
your own city; but why ſhould not I be as much eſteem'd 
by you at Rome, conſidering that you will then have a faith- 
ful friend and advocate in all your affairs both publick and 
private? Upon all theſe accounts I muſt conclude, that G- 
fippus has judg'd more wiſely than yourſelves. Sophronia is 
married to a noble and wealthy citizen of Rome, one of an 
antient family, and a friend of G:/ippus's; therefore whoe- 


ver makes any complain t or ſtir about it, neither does as he to 
ought, nor yet knows what he does. But ſome perhaps may hav 
ſay, We do not fo much blame the thing, as the manner in bee 
which it was done, ſhe being made his wife (as it were) by for 
ſtealth. Why, this is no ſuch ſtrange matter. How many left 
examples are there of this kind in the world? Do not bt... 
daughters marry without their parents conſent? Some go in- by 
to foreign countries with their gallants ; and others never E 
diſcoyer their marriages at all, till their great bellies or lying- an 
in does it for them. Now there's nothing like this in Sophro- ple 
nia caſe; ſhe was decently and honourably diſpoſed of by = 
Giſippus to me. Others may alledge, that ſhe was married 2 
to a perſon for whom ſhe was never defign'd ; but thoſe _ 
5 — 5 | we! 7 plaints 
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plaints now are very fooliſh, and to no purpoſe. | Fortune 
makes uſe of ſtrange methods ſometimes to bring things to 
s. What is it to me, whether it be a cobler or a philoſo- 
pher that doth any buſineſs of mine, or whether it be in pub- 
fick or private, provided the end be good? Indeed, if I 
find the cobler indiſcreet in his management, he ſhall have 
no more to do for me; but ftill Tam oblig'd to thank-him 
| * when he does me any real ſervice _ Gi/ippus has married So. | 
phroma well; then to what purpoſe is it how he did it? If 
u queſtion. his prudence, let him have no more of your 
daughters to diſpoſe of; but ſtill thank him for providing ſo 
well for this, I never meant to throw a ſtain upon your fa- 
mily in the perfon of Sophrania ; and tho? I married her in 
that manner, I neither came as a raviſher, nor one refuſing 
our alliance; I was charm'd with her beauty and virtue; 
and fearing, if I proceeded in the uſual way, that you would 
never give your conſent, on account of my taking her away 
to Rome, I therefore had recourſe to this artifice, and made 
_ Gifippus eſpouſe her for me. Moreover, tho? I lov'd her 
moſt immoderately, yet to ſhew that my deſigns were ſtrictly 
honeurable, I firſt eſpouſed her with my own ring, as ſhe. 
can bear me witneſs, demanding of her, if ſhe was willing 
to take me for her husband, when ſhe made anſwer that ſhe 
was ; if ſhe was deceiyed, ſhe herſelf is to blame for not ask- 
ing me who I was, This then is the mighty crime commit- 
ted by him as a friend, and me a lover; for this you lay 
inares for, and threaten his life. What could youdo more, 
| had he given her to the verieſt ſcoundrel in the univerſe ? 
But letting this alone for the preſent, the time is now come, 
on account of my father's unexpected death, for my returning 
to Rome ; and intending to take Sophronia along with me, I 
have thought it proper to declare what might otherwiſe have 
been kept ſecret ; if you be wiſe, you'll take it in goad part, 
for was I capable of ſuch an action, I might baſely have 
left her. But heaven forbid, that ſuch a thought ſhould e- 
ver enter the breaſt of a Roman. Sophronia therefore is mine 
by the will of heaven, the laws of men, the generoſity, of 
my friend, and the innocent artifice wherewith love inſpir'd. 
me: Whilſt you, thinking yourſelves wiſer than other peo- 
ple, or even the gods themſelves, conteſt this my title 
two ways, both very injurious to me; namely; by detaining 
Sephronia, over whom you have no more power than what 
I * to give you; and ſecondly; by your ill CES my 
riend, 
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er you are in both cafes I ſhall not ſay at preſent, but 
only adviſe you amicably to give up your reſentment, and 


deliver Sophronia to me, that I may depart your friend, 


and continue ſo; aſſuring you, whether you be pleaſed or o- 
therwiſe with what i is done, that if you offer to proceed in a 
different manner, Fl! then take Gifippas along with me; and 
When I come to Rome, fetch her (who is mine by ri nt)! in 


ſpite of you all, from amongſt you; making you ſenſible at 


the ſame time, what it is to your: the * diſpleaſure of the 
Romans.” 3 

After Titus had done Peking * wok Gifippus by the 
band, and went out with him, knitting his brows, and 
ſhewing all the marks of paſſion at thoſe within'the temple ; 
whilſt they, mov'd partly with the reaſons he had given, and 
partly terrified with his laſt words, thought it better to ad- 
mit him as a relation (ſince Giſippus had refuſed it) than to 
loſe the alliance of one, and procure the enmity of the 


_ Other: So they went with one accord, and told him, that 


they conſented he ſhould have Sopbronia, and ſhould eſteem 
him as their kinſman, and Gi/ippus as their friend. Thus 
they made a ſolemn agreement together, and departed, 
when they deliver'd Sophronia up to. him; wha being wile 
enough to make a virtue of neceflity, the loye which ſhe 
| Had born to Gifeppus, ſhe immediately transferr'd to Titus, 


and went with him to Rome, where ſhe was receiv'd with 


great honour and reſpect. Gi/ippus continued at Athens in 
little eſteem with the people, and powerful parties were 


formed againſt him, infomuch that he was at 19 8 5 driven 


from the place, and doom'd with all his family to perpe- 
' tual baniſhment. Being thus deſtitute of all friends, and no 
better than a common beggar, he travelled, as well as he 
could, for Rome, to ſee if Titus would take any notice of 
| Him, When finding that he was alive, and in great fa- 
vour with the people, he enquir'd for his houſe, and went 
thither, waiting till he ſhould come paſt. And not daring 
to ſpeak a word on account of his poverty, he yet put him- 
ſelf in his way, in hopes that he would recolle& and chal- 
lenge him ; but he vaſſed by, and Giſippus imagining that 
he had ſeen and deſpiſed him, and calling to mind what he had 
formerly done for him, he went away confounded with 


grief and deſpair. It was now night, and he had been 


faſting all that day, and __ without a penny of money 
in 
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in his pocket, and deſiring nothing ſo much as to die, he 
rambPd without knowing whither, till he came to a ſolitary 
part of the city, where he found à great cavern, and went 


into it, with a deſign of flaying all night, when laying 
himfelf down almoſt naked upon the hard ground, he 
wept himſelf aſleep. To this place two thieves, who had 
been robbing all night, came with their booty towards break 
of day, and quarrelling together about it, one kilbd the 
other, and departed.” his Gi/ippus perceiving, and think. 
ing he bad now found à way to die, without laying hands 
upon himſelf, he ſtaid there till the officers, ' who had notice 
of the murder, came and hurried him violently away, 
hen, upon examination, he confeſs'd, that he had 
committed the fact, nor had the power / afterwards 
to ſtir from the place. Whereupon Marcus Varro, 
who was the Prætor, gave ſentence that he ſhould be cru- 
cified, as was the uſual manner of death in thoſe caſes. 
Now it happen'd by great chance, that Titas camè into the 
hall at that very time, when looking attentively in the pri- 
ſoner's face, and hearing the cauſe of his condemnation, he 
ſtraightway knew him to be 'Gr/ppus, He wonder'd there- 
fore greatly at this change of fortune, and what could bring 
him thither, and was determined at all events to ſave him; 
but ſeeing no other way but by accuſing himſelf, he ſtept 
_ reſolutely forwards, and call'd aloud to the Prætor in this 
manner: Marcus Varro, recall thy ſentence; for the per- 
ſon whom thou haſt condemn'd is innocent: It was I that 
have offended the gods, by the murder of that man whom 
the officers found ſlain this morning; then do not offend 
them fill more by the murder of another innocent perſon. 
Varro was quite aſtoniſb d, and griev'd to that degree, that 
the whole hall heard him; but not being able, with regard 
to his own honour, to alter the courſe of the laws, he or- 
der'd Gi/ppus to come back, when he ſaid in the preſence 
of Titus, How could'ſt thou be fo fooliſh to confeſs, with- 
out any torture, a crime whereof thou art no way guilty, 
and which would affect thy life? Thou ſaid'ſt that thou 
wert the perſon that ſlew the man; and now here's this 
perſon come, and ſays, that it was not thou, but he that 
did it. Gippur lifted up his eyes, and faw' it was Titus, 
when concluding that this was done out of a grateful re- & 
membrance of the favours he had received, he fell into 
tears, and ſaid, Indeed Sir, I did murder him, and Titus's 
"Or, cr. 6 regard 
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regard for my ſafety comes now too late. Titus on the 
other part faid, Marcus Varro, take notice this man is a 
ſtranger, and was found without any arms by the man's fide 


that was murder'd; it is only his poverty that makes him 


deſirous of dying; then ſet him at liberty, and puniſh me 


that have deſerv'd it. Varro wonder greatly at the preſ- 


ſing inſtances of both, preſuming that neither one nor the 
other was guilty ; and as he was thinking of a method how 
they might both be acquitted, behold a young fellow nam'd 
Publius Ambuſtus, one of a notorious character, and who 
had actually done the thing, had the humanity, ſeeing each 


accuſing of himſelf, to come before the Prætor, and fay, Sir, 


the fates have forced me hither to ſolve this difficulty. 
Some god or power within me ſpurs me on to make a con- 
feſſion of my own guilt : Know therefore that neither of 
theſe people were any way acceſſary, who are impeaching 

themſelves; I murder'd the man early this morning, and 
this poor wretch was there. aſleep, whilſt I and the man 
that is kill'd were dividing our ſpoil. As for Titus, there's 
no occaſion for my vindicating of him, his character is 
without reproach. Set them both then at liberty, and let 
me ſuffer what the laws require. This affair was ſoon told 
to Oftavius Ceſar, who being deſirous of knowing why 
they wanted ſo much to ſuffer, had all three brought be- 
fore him, when each related fully how the thing really was. 
Upon which he ſet the two friends at liberty, becauſe they 
were innocent, and pardon'd the third alſo for their ſakes, 
Titus then took his friend G:/ppus, and (after reproving 


him for his diſtruſt and cool credence of his friendſhip) 


brought him to his own houſe, when S9phroma received 
him with the ſame affection as tho' he had been her bro- 
ther ; and giving him cloaths ſuitable to his worth and qua- 
lity, he afterwards divided his whole ſubſtance with him, 


and beſtow'd a ſiſter of his nam'd Fulvia (an agreeable. 


young lady) upon him in marriage; ſay ing farther to him, 
Giſippus, you have your free choice whether to ſtay with 


me, or to go with what I have given you into Greece ; but 


he, mov'd partly by his exile, and partly by his love and 
friendſhip for Titus, agreed to ſtay at Rome; where the 
lived all together in one houſe, he with his Fulvia, and Ti- 
tus with his fair Sophronia, to their mutual ſatisfactions, 
every day adding ſomething, if poſſible, to their felicity. 
A moſt ſacred thing therefore is friendſhip! And worthy 

| | not 
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not only of ſingular reverence, but to be celebrated with 
perpetual applauſe, as being the prudent mother of magni- 
ficence and honeſty, the ſiſter of gratitude and charity, and 
the enemy of hatred and avarice, always ready (without be- 
ing requeſted) to manifeſt that virtuous kindneſs to others, 
which ſhe would have ſhew'd to Herſelf: Whoſe divine ef- 
fects are rarely now to be met with, to the great reproach 
of the ſordidneſs of mankind, which hath drove it in a long 
exile to the fartheſt corner of the earth. - What degree o 
love, wealth, or affinity, could have wrought ſo effectually 
upon the heart of Giſippus, to make him feel the pangs of 


his friend, and give up to him his beloved ſpouſe? What 


laws, what threats, or fears, could cauſe the youth and vi- 
gour of Gi/ippus to forſake his own bed, where a beautiful 
young lady lay expecting him, and betake himſelf ts dark 
and loneſome places? What greatneſs, what rewards could 
make him heedleſs of diſobliging all his own relations, ag 
well as Sophronia's, deſpiſing the unjuſt-mutmurs and inſults 
of the people to ſerve his friend ? What, I fay, but this on- 
ly? On the other part, what could prompt Titus, with- 
any deliberation (when he might have fairly pretended not 
to have ſeen him) to gontrive his own death in order to fave 
Gifippus ? What make him fo liberal in parting with half 


his ſubſtance to Gi/ippus, whom fortune had diſpoſſeſs d of 


his own patrimony? What induce Titus, when he ſaw him 
poor and deſtitute to give him his ſiſter, but only this? To 


what purpoſe then do men covet numbers of relations, bre- 


thren, and children, and procure, at vaſt expences great 
plenty of ſervants ; when, for the leaſt inconvenience that 
they may ſuſtain, people are apt to forget their duty to pa- 


rent, brother, or maſter? Whereas in true \ friendſhip tis 


quite- otherwiſe, that ſacred obligation ſerves inſtead of all 
degrees of affinity. 1 TER e 3 
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Saladin dt 1 ing himſelf lik a n een is ira | „ 
entertain d by Signor Torello; who going upon an yo q 
expedition to the Holy Land, elow'd bis wife a Tef 
certain time to marry again. In the mean time be ſtra 
is taken priſoner, and being empioyd to loo after ing 
be bawks, is known to tbe Soldan, who ſhew td bim the 
Frkat reſpef?. Afterwards Torello falls fick, and the 
is convey'd by magick art in one night to Pavia, at = 
the very time that his wife was to have been mar- Th 
ried : when be makes emen — gee gen 
3 -back e ml * | 1 rell 
* | to 
. 1 
BY Cz 2 HIL 0 ME N4 kad nts 3 . _ 
I, oy and Titus's gratitude was much applauded, when tak 
the king began in this manner. Moſt cer- tol 
LACS; tainly, ladies, Philomena is in the right as to * wl 
What ſhe has ſaid upon friendſhip; and it was he 
with reaſon ſhe complain'd laſt of all, of its being in ſuch po 
little eſteem with mankind: And had we met here to cor- w 
rect or reprove the vices of the age, I could proceed in a gv 

looſe harangue to the ſame purpoſe. But as that is foreign i 


to our deſign, I intend to relate (in a long but pleaſant no th 
vel) one, out of the many generous actions of Saladin; to 


V 
the end, that if thro* our imperfections we cannot attain te 
the friendſhip of any one, we ſhould yet makeit a pleaſure to 


oblige, 
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Nover IX. The TENTH DAY. +365 © 
oblige; in hopes that a reward may enſue ſome time or o- 
I fay therefore, that in the reign of the emperor mend 
the firſt, a general croiſade was undertaken by all the Chri- 
ſtian princes, for the recovery of the Hoh Land; which de- 
ſign of theirs coming firſt to the ears of Saladin, a moſt re- 
nown'd prince, then Soldan of Babylon, he refolv'd to go in 


perſon to ſee what preparations were making againſt him, in 


order to provide the better for his own defence. So ſettling 
all his affairs in Egypt, and taking with him two. of his 
moſt ſage and principal nobles,” and three ſervants only, he 
ſet forwards in the habit of a merchant, as tho' he was go» 
ing fome pilgrimage, When after travelling over many 
Chriſtian countries, and riding thro* Lombardy in order to 
paſs the mountains, it happened towards the evening, that 
between Pavia and Millan, he met with a gentleman nam- 
ed Torello d ria, who was going with his hawks, hounds 
and ſervants, to a country-houſe that he had on the river 
Tefine, Torellb upon ſeeing them, ſuppos'd that they were 
ſtrangers of ſome quality, and as ſuch was deſirous of-ſhews- 
ing them reſpect. Wherefore Saladin having ask'd one of 
the ſervants how far it was to Pavia, and if they might get 
there time enough to be admitted: Torells would not let the 
ſervant reply, but anſwered himſelf, Gentlemen, tis impoſ- 
{ible for you to reach Pavia now before the gates are ſhut. 
Then, quoth Saladin, pleaſe to inform us, as we are ſtran- 
gers, where we may meet with the beſt entertainment. Ta- 
rells replied, That Pl do with all my heart; I was juſt going 
to ſend one of my fellows to a place near Pavia upon ſome 
particular buſineſs, he ſhall go with: you, and bring you to a 
place where you will be accommodated well enough. 80 
taking one of the moſt diſcreet of his men aſide, and having 
told him what he ſhould do, he ſent him along with them, 
whilſt he made the beſt of his way to his own houſe, where 
he had as elegant a ſupper provided for them as could be ſup- 
pos'd for the time, and the tables all ſpread in the garden; 
which when he had done, he went to the door to wait for his 
gueſts, The ſervant rode chatting along with them, lead- 
ing them by other round- about ways, till at laſt, without 
their perceiving it, he brought them to his maſter's houſe. 
When, as ſoon as Torello-faw them, he advanced pleaſant 
to meet them; ſaying, Gentlemen, you are heartily wel 
come. Saladin, Who was a very ſhrewd: perſon, perceiv'd 
* O 0 3 | that 
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that the knight was doubtful whether they would have ac- 
cepted his invitation, had he asked them to go with him 
TR and that he had contrived this ſtratagem, not to be 
enied the pleaſure of entertaining them. So he returned 
his compliment, and ſaid, If it was poflible for one perſon 
to complain of another's courteſy, we ſhould have cauſe to 
blame your's, which (not to mention the hinderance of our 
journey) compell'd us, without deſerving your notice other- 
wiſe than by a caſual ſalutation, to accept of ſuch great fa- 
vours as theſe. Torellb, being a wiſe and eloquent perſon, 
replied, Gentlemen, It is poor reſpect you receive from me, 
compar'd to what you deſerve, fo far as I can judge by your 
countenances; but in truth there was no convenient place 
olit of Pavia, that you could poſſibly lie at; then pray take 
it not amiſs, that you have ſtept a little out of your way, to 
be ſomething leſs incommoded. Having faid this, the ſer- 
vants were all at hand to take their horſes, when they alight. 
ed, and were ſhewed into rooms prepared for them, where 
they had their boots pull'd off, and were refreſh'd with a 
glais of wine; falling into agreeable diſcourſe together after- 
wards till ſupper-time. Now Saladin and his people all 
ſpoke Latin extremely well, ſo that they were eaſily under- 
Flood to each other; when Torello ſeem'd, in their judg- 
ment, to be the moſt gracious accompliſh'd gentleman, and 
one that talk'd the beſt, of any they had ever met with, 
On the other part, Tarelb judg'd them to be people of great 
rank and figure, and much beyond what he at firſt appre- 
bended: for which reaſon he was extremely concern'd, that 
he could net theh have an entertainment and gueſts ſuitable. 
But for this, he reſolv'd to make amends the following day; 
and having inſtructed one of his ſervants what he would have 
done, he ſent him to Pavia, which was near at hand, and 
by a way where no gate was lock'd, to his wife, who was 
a very diſcreet and generous lady. Afterwards taking his 
2 into the garden, he courteouſſy demanded of them 
who they were? When Saladin replied, We are merchants 
from Cyprus, and are going upon our affairs to Paris. 
Would to God then, ſaid Torella, that our country produced 
ſuch gentry as I ſee Cyprus doth merchants. So they fell 
from one diſcourſe to another, till the hour for ſupping, 
when they ſeated themſelves juſt as they pleaſed, and a ſup- 
per, entirely unexpected, was ſerv'd up with great elegance 
N order. In ſome little time, after the tables were remay.- 
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ed, Torello ſuppoſing they might be weary, had them con- 
ducted to their chambers, where moſt ſumptuous beds were 
prepared for them; and he in like manner went to take his 
1 The ſervant that was ſent to Pavia deliver'd his 
meſſage to the lady, who, not with a feminine diſpoſition, 
but a ſoul truly royal, got together great numbers of the 
friends and ſervants of Torello, and had every thing provided 
to make a feaſt indeed, ſending thro'ꝰ the city by torch- light 
to invite moſt of the nobility, and ſetting forth all the rooms 
with rich furniture of cloth of gold, fine tapeſtry, velvets, 
Sc. according as he had directed. In the morning the gen- 
tlemen aroſe, and mounted their horſes along with Terello, 
who order'd out his hawks, and carried them to a neighbour- 
ing lake, where he ſhew'd two or three fair flights ; but Sa- 
ladin requeſting for ſomebody to direct him to the beſt inn in 
Pavia, Torello ſaid, That I will do, becauſe I have buſineſs 
there, So they were ſatisfied, and rode on along with him, 
arriving there about the third hour of the day. And whilſt 
they ſuppos d that he would carry them to the beſt inn, he 
brought them directly to his own houſe, where were about 
fifty of the principal perſons of the city ready to receive them. 
Saladin and his friends perceiving this, readily gueſs'd how 
the matter was, and they ſaid, Sir, this is not what we de- 
ſir'd; you did enough for us laſt night, and more than we 
could have wiſh'd, you might now therefore very well let us 
purſue our journey, He made anſwer, Gentlemen, laſt night 
I was oblig'd to fortune, which ſurpriz'd you upon the road 
in ſuch manner, that you was neceſſitated to take up with 
my little manſion; but now I ſhall be indebted to you, and 
theſe noble perſons all around equally with me, it, out of 
your great courteſy, you will not refuſe the favour of dining 
with me. Thus they were prevail'd upon, and they alight- 
ed from their horſes, when they were welcomed by the com- 
pany with great joy and reſpect, and conducted into ſome a- 
partments moſt richly ſet out for their reception; where lay- 
ing aſide their riding-dreſſes, and taking ſome refreſhment, 
they then made their appearance in the grand hall, And 
| after waſhing their hands, . they ſat down all in order, when 
ſuch a prodigious entertainment was ſery'd up, that if the em- 
peror himſelf had been preſent, he could not have been more 
ſumptuouſly. regal'd, Even Saladin and his friends, who 
were people of figure, and accuſtom'd to every thing of 
_ grandeur, could not help being 'aftoniſh'd, having regard on 
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the rank of the perſon, whom they knew to be only a pri. 
vate gentleman. When dinner was over, and they had diſ- 
cours'd a little together, the Pavian gentry, the weather be. 
ing extremely hot, all withdrew to repoſe themſeves; and 
Torello being left with his three gueſts, ſhew'd them into a 
drawing-room, where, that nothing which he valued might 
be left unſeen by them, he ſent for his lady. She therefore 
being a perſon of extraordinary beauty, and moſt ſumptu- 
ouſly attired, was ſtraightway introduced between her two 
little ſons, that ſeemed like angels, when ſhe very modeſtly 
and genteely ſaluted them. At her coming they aroſe, and 
received her with great deference and reſpect, ſeating her 
down by them, and taking great notice of the children. 
And in a little time, after ſome diſcourſe together, and that 
Torella was gone out of the room, ſhe, in a modeſt and 
graceful manner, began to enquire of them, whence they 
came, and whither they were going? Whilſt they returned 
the ſame anſwer they had done to Torello, Then, ſaid ſhe 
very pleaſantly, I fee, Gentlemen, that my poor deſign 
may be acceptable; I beg then as a particular favour, that 
you'll not think lightly of a very ſmall preſent which I mean 
to offer you; but conſidering; that women give little things 
according to their ſlender abilities, that you would accept it 
more out of reſpect to the good intention of the donor, than 
the real value of the preſent, So ſhe order'd two robes to 
be brought foreach, the one lin'd with taffety, and the o- 
ther with fur, not ſo much becoming a citizen or a mer- 
chant, as a great lord; and three doublets of ſarſnet, with 
the ſame of linnen, ſaying, Gentlemen, pray accept of 
theſe things: I cloath you as I do my husband; and for the 
reſt, conſidering you are a great way from your wives, that 
you have come a long journey, and have far yet to go, they 
may be of ſervice, tho of ſmall value, eſpecially as you mer- 
chants love te be genteel and neat always. They were 
greatly ſurpriz d, ſeeing plainly that Signor Torello would let 
no part of his reſpect be wanting; doubting likewiſe, when 
they came to ſee the richneſs of the preſents, whether they 


were not diſcovered,” But at length one of them ſaid; Ma- he 
dam, theſe are very great things, and ſuch as we ought! not to 
to accept, unleſs you force them upon us; in which caſe we be, 
muſt comply. Her husband now teturnd, when:ſhe-took = 
her leave, and went and made ſuitable preſents to their ſer- pre 
vants. Terello, with much intreaty, prevail'd upon them to | ing 
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ſtay all that day; whetefore, after taking a little ſleep,” they 
put on thoſe robes, and took a ride with him round the ci- 
ty, and at their return were nobly entertained with a great 
deal of good company at ſupper. At due time they went to 
bed, and when they aroſe in the morning, inſtead of their 
wearied ſteeds, they found three ſtrong, handfome freſh 
ones, with new ferviceable horſes: alſo for their ſervants. 
Which when Saladin faw, he turn'd to his friends, and 
faid, I vow to God, a more compleat, courteous;. or a more 
_ underſtanding gentleman I never met with any where; and 
if the Chriſtian kings be in degree like to him, the Soldan of 
Babylon would never be able to ſtand againſt one, much leſs 
ſo many as are now preparing to invade us. So knowing 
that it would be in vain to refuſe them, after returning all 
due thanks, he and his attendants got on horſeback, whilft 
Torells, with a great number of his friends, went with them 
a conſiderable diftance from the city; and tho* Saladin was 
griev'd to part with him, fuch was the regard he had con- 
ceived for him, yet being conſtrained to depart, he begg d 
he would go back. He, yet loath to leave them, replied, 
Gentlemen, I'll do fo, as it is your deſire ; but this I muft 
tell you, I know not who you are, nor do I ſeek to be in- 
formed any farther than you deſire I ſhould ; but be you who 
you will, you ſhall never make me believe that you are 
merchants, and fo I commend you to. providence, Saladin 
then took leave of all the company, and to Torells he ſaid, 
Sir, we may chance to ſhew you ſome of our, merchandize, 


and ſo convince you; but in the mean time fare you well. 


Thus Saladin departed and his companions, with a firm re- 
ſolution, in caſe he liv'd, and the approaching war did not 
prevent it, to ſhew-no leſs reſpect and honour to Signor To- 
rello, than he had receiv'd from him; and talking much of 
him, his lady, and every thing that he had ſaid and done, he 
commended all to the greateſt degree imaginable, At 
length, after he had travelled over the weſt, not without 
great labour and fatigue, he embark*d on board a ſhip for 
Alexandria'; being fully informed as to every particular, 
he prepared for a vigorous defence. Signor Torello returw'd d 
to Pavia, full of conjectures who theſe three people ſhould 
be, in which however he was far from the truth. But the 
time now drawing nigh for the march of the forces, and great 
preparations being made every where, Torello, notwithſtand- 
ing the prayers and tears of his lady, reſolved to 855 ; and 
i114 | aving 


having every thing in readineſs, and being about to mount 
his horſe, he ſaid to her, whom he lov'd moſt affectionately, 
My dear, you ſee I am going upon this expedition, as well 
for the glory of my body, as the ſafety of my ſoul; I com- 
mend my honour and every thing elſe to your care; and as 
my departure is certain, but my return (by reaſon of a thou- 
ſand accidents which may happen) uncertain ; I requeſt 
therefore this one favour, that happen what will to me, if 
you have no certain account of my being alive, you would 
only wait a year, a month, and a day, without marrying 
again, reckoning from the day of my leaving you. The 
lady, who wept exceedingly, thus replied, My dear huf- 
band, I know not how I ſhall be able to bear the grief in 
which you leave me involved for your going from me: but 
if I ſhould outlive it, and any thing happen amiſs to you, you 
may live and die aſſured, that I ſhall live and die the wife 
of Torello, and of his memory. He then ſaid, I make not 
the leaſt doubt, but that what you promiſe will be perform- 
ed, as far as lies in your power; but you are young, beau- 
tiful, and well deſcended, and your virtues ſo univerſally 


known, that I am afraid, ſhould there be the leaft ſuſpicion 


of my death, leſt many great lords and noble perſonages 


ſhould come, and demand you of your brethren and other 


relations, from whoſe moſt urgent ſollicitations you could 


never defend yourſelf, however you might be diſpos'd, and 


ſo you be compelled to give way. *Tis then for that rea- 
ſon that I would tie yau down to that time, and not a 
moment longer. The lady ſaid, Þl1 do all in my power 
with regard to my promiſe ; but ſhould I ever think of 
acting otherwiſe, yet your injunction I'll ſteadily abide by. 
Heaven grant however that I ſee you long before that time. 
So ſhe embraced him, ſhedding abundance of tears, and tak- 
ing a ring from her finger, gave it him, and faid, If I 
ſhould chance to die before you return, remember me al- 
ways when you look upon this. He receiv'd it, and bid- 
ding every one farewel, mounted his harſe, and rode away 
with an handſome retinue for Genaa, where they all em- 


bark d, and ſoon arriv'd at Aeret, when they join'd the 


Chriſtian army, which was viſited by a moſt mortal peſti- 
lence, that ſwept away a great part of the people. Whilſt 
the thin remains of it were, by the dexterity or good fortune 
of Saladin, taken priſoners almoſt to a man, and diſtributed 
into diverſe cities to be impriſon d, when it was _ 
tive + fortune 
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fortune to be ſent to Alexandria. Where being unknown, 
and fearing left he ſhould be diſcover'd, he was drove by 
neceſſity to undertake the care of hawks, of which he wag 

a great maſter: By that means he ſoon fell under the notice 
of Saladin. who ſet him at liberty, and made him his fal- 
coner. Torello (who went by no other name than that of 
the Chriſtian, and neither remember'd the Soldan nor the 
Soldan him) had all-his thoughts at Pavia, and was often 
contriving how to make his eſcape, tho* without ſucceſs ;. 
but ſome ambaſſadors from Genoa being come thither to 
treat with the Soldan about the redemption of certain of 
their countrymen, as they were juſt upon their departure, 
he reſolv'd to write to his lady, to let her know he was 
alive, and would make all poſſible haſte home, praying her 

therefore to be in daily expectation of his coming; and ſo 
he did. He earneſtly intreated alſo one of the ambaſſadors, 
whom he knew, that he would take care thoſe letters came 
to the hands of the abhot of San Pietro, who was his uncle. 
Whilſt Torello remain'd in this condition, it happen'd one 
day as Saladin was talking with him about his hawks, 
that he chanc'd to laugh, when he made a certain motion 
with his lips, which Saladin, when he was at. his houſe at 
Pavia, had taken particular notice of, Upon which he 
call'd him to mind, and looking ſtedfaſtly at him, belier d 
he was the fame perſon, When leaving his former diſ- 
courſe, he ſaid, Tell me, Chriſtian, of what country in the 
weſt art thou? My lord, replied he, I am a Lombard, and 
born in a city call'd Pavia ; but am a poor man, and of 
no account, When Saladin heard that, he became aflur'd 
of what he doubted before, ſaying joyfully to himſelf, Pro- 
vidence hath now given me an opportunity of ſhewing how 
acceptable his generoſity was to me: So cauſing his ward- 
robe to be ſet open, he carried him thither, and ſaid, Take 
notice, Chriſtian, if there's ever a robe amongſt theſe that 
thou haſt ſeen before. Torello ſoon caſt his eye upon that 
Which his lady had given to Saladin, but not imagining it 
could be the ſame, he replied, My lord, I know never a 
one ; two there are indeed, which are like what I have 
wore formeriy, and which I gave to three merchants that 
were at my houſe. Now Saladin could contain no longer, 

but taking him joyfully in his arms, he faid, You are Sig- 
nor Torello d ria, and I am one of the three merchants 
ta whom your lady gave theſe robes : And now the time 
| PR | = is 
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is come for me to convince you what my merchandize is, 
as I faid at my leaving you might poſſibly happen. Torells 
at hearing theſe words was overwhelm'd both with joy and 
ſhame ; joy in having had ſuch a gueſt, and ſhame to think 
how 'indifferently he had receiv'd him. When Saladin 
faid, Torello, as providence hath ſent you hither to me, ac- 
count yourſelf to be maſter, and not I, So after great ex- 
preffions of joy, he cloath'd him in royal apparel, and hav- 
ing recommended him to all his principal barons,” and 
ſpoke highly in his praiſe, he commanded them to ſhew him 
the ſame reſpect and honour as they would himſelf, if they 
expected any favour at his hands ; which accordingly they 
all obſerv'd, eſpecially the two lords who had accompanied 
Saladin at his houſe. The great pitch of grandeur 
and glory to which Torell ſaw himſelf fo ſuddenly advanc'd, 
had made him forgetful of his affairs in Lombardy, eſ- 
pecially as he was in hopes that his letters had been convey'd 
ſafe to his uncle. Now there was amongſt the Chriſtians, 
on the day they were ſurpriz'd by Saladin, a gentleman of 
ſmall eſteem, dead and buried, calld Torello di Dignes ; 
wherefore as Torells d' Htria was univerfally known thro? 
the whole army, on account of his nobility, whoever heard 
that Torell was dead, concluded it was he of ria, and not 
of Dignes: And they being all taken priſoners immediately 
upon it, prevented people's being undeceiv*d ; ſo that many 
Ftalians return'd home with the news, and ſome were dar- 
ing enough to affirm, that they had ſeen him dead, and 
were preſent at his interment. This occaſion'd great grief 
both to his wife and relations, as alſo to every one that 
knew him, It would be tedious to ſhew what the lady's 
trouble and affliction was, who after wearing out ſome 
months in mourning, and beginning now to be a little com- 
forted, was much preſs'd by her brethren and relations, ſee- 
ing ſhe was courted by diverſe great lords of Lombardy, to 
marry again. She ſeveral times with tears withſtood their 
ſollicitations, till being over-importun'd ſhe, conſented at 
laſt, provided they would let her wait the time preſcrib'd 
by Torells, Things proceeding thus at Pavia, and there 
wanting only eight days for her taking a ſecond husband, it 
happen'd one day, that Torello met with one of the people 
whom he had ſeen go on board with the 'Geno:/e ambaſſa- 
dors, and enquiring of him what ſort of a voyage they had, 
and when they arriv'd at Gensa; the other replied, = 
1 r N they 
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they had a very bad one, as we underſtood at Crete, whi- 
ther I was bound; for as they came near to Sicily, a ſtrong 
north wind aroſe, which drove them upon the ſands of Bar- 
bary, ſo that every ſoul of them periſ'd, and amongſt the 
reſt were two of my brethren loſt. Torello gave credit to 
this account, which indeed was very true, and calling to 
mind that the limited time was near upon expiring, ſup- 
poſing likewiſe that no tidings had come to Pavia concern- 
ing him, he took it for granted that ſhe would be married 
again, and laid it ſo much to heart that he began to loath _ 
his victuals, and was brought to death's door; which when 
Saladin underſtood (who had an entire affection for him) 
he came to viſit him, and learning, after great importu - 
nity, the. cauſe of his diſorder, he reprov'd him for not ac- 
quainting him with it ſooner, deſiring him nevertheleſs to 
be eaſy, and promiſing that he ſhould be at Pavia within 
the time, and he told him in what manner. Torello gave 
credit to theſe worda, hearing that it was poſſible, and had 
been often done, and he began to take heart, and to preſs 
Saladin about it; who therefore had recourſe to a necro- 
mancer (whoſe skill he had made trial of) deſiring he would 
convey Torells upon a bed to Pavia in one night's time. The 
necromancer promis d it ſhould be done, but ſaid, it would: 
be convenient for him to be thrown into a ſleep. This Was 
concerted, whilſt Saladin return'd to Jorella, and found 
him bent upon being at Pavia, if poſſible, within the time, 
otherwiſe wiſhing to die; when he ſaid to him, Torell, if 
you have that prodigious value for your lady, and are in 
ſuch concern leſt ſhe ſhould be given away to another, 
God knows my heart I can in no wiſe blame you for it, 
becauſe of all the women I ever ſaw, her addreſs and be- 
haviour (ſetting beauty aſide, which is only a fading flower) 
are moſt to be commended and eſteemed. I ſhould have 
been glad, as fortune hath ſent you hither, that what time 
we have to live we might have reign'd together in theſe 
our kingdoms. But as I am not like to have this favour, 
and you ſeem reſoly'd to get to Pavia; in due time, or:ells: = 
to die, I could greatly have wiſh'd to have known it eat 1 
enough, that I might have ſent you home with that ſtate. 
and equipage, which your virtue juſtly requires. But 
as this did not happen, and you are deſirous of being in- 
ſtantly there, I'll take care you ſhall be convey'd in the 
manner I had related to vou. Tele den rerlied, My: 
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lord; the effects (without words) have ſufficiently made ma- ſician c 


nifeſt your gracious diſpoſition towards me, and which in was to 
that ſupreme degree is far beyond my deſerts ; what you ſay, he Wa 
living or dying, I ſhall moſt affuredly rely upon. As that then d 
then is my deſire, I beg it may be done immediately, for which 
to morrow is the laſt day of my being expected. This WIRE 
Saladin promis'd, and reſolving to ſend him away the fol- f deſign 
lowing night, he had a moſt beautiful and rich bed put up finger 
in his grand hall, made of fine velvet and cloth of gold, ac- like. a 
cording to their cuſtom, over which was a moſt curious matee 
cCounterpoint, wrought in certain figures, with the largeſt that t 
pearls and other precious ſtones, ſuppoſed to be of immenſe kind 
value, with two noble pillows, ſuitable to ſuch a bed. pearl. 
When this was done, he order'd Torello to be cloath'd delliſ 
after the Saracen manner, with the richeſt and moſt beau- of gc 
tiful robes that were ever ſeen, and a large turban folded up- kings 
on his head; and it now growing late, he went with di- whic 
verſe of his nobles to the chamber where Torelli was, when he | 
ſitting down by him, he began to weep, and ſay, Torellb, may 
the hour is now at hand which muſt divide us, and 28 1 ditic 
can neither attend you myſelf, nor cauſe you to be attend- Art 
ed, thro' the nature of the journey you have to go, which diſc 


will not admit of it, I muſt therefore take leave of you di 
in your chamber, for which purpoſe I am now come fou 
hither. Firſt then, I commend you to God's providence, the 
begging you, by the love and friendſhip there is between W 
us, to be mindful of me always, and if it be poſſible, before ſee 
we finiſh our lives, that you would ſettle your affairs in ou! 
* Lombardy, and come once more at leaſt to ſee me, in order 2 
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to make ſome amends for the pleaſure which your haſty 
departure now deprives me of: And till this ſhall happen, 
do not think much to viſit me by letters, asking whatever 
favours you pleaſe from me, being affur'd there is no perſon 
living whom I ſhould fo readily oblige as yourſelf. Torelli 
could not refrain from tears, ſo he anſwered as well as he 
could for weeping in few words, That it was impoſſible the 
favours he had receiv'd ſhould ever be forgotten by him, 
and that at a proper time he would not fail doing what he 
deſir d. Saladin then embraced him, and ſaying, God be 
with you ! . departed out of the chamber weeping : The 
nobles alſo took their leaves, and went with Saladin into 
the great hall, where the bed was provided. But it now 
waxing late, and the neeromancer deſiring diſpatch, a phy- 
c | | ſician 


NoveL IX. The TENTH DAY. 5756 af 
ſician came with a certain draught, and telling him that it 99 
was to fortify his ſpirits, he made him drink it off, when | 
he was immediately caſt into a profound ſleep. He wa e 
then by Saladin's order laid upon that magnificent bed, on 1 
which was ſet a moſt beautiful crown of prodigious value, 
wrote upon in ſuch a manner, as to ſhew that it was 
deſign'd by Saladin as a preſent to Torellis lady. On his 
finger he put a ring, wherein was a carbuncle, that appear d 
like a flaming torch, the value of which was not to be eſti- 
mated. To his ſide was a ſword girt with ſueh ornaments 
that the like was ſcarce ever ſeen. About his neck was a 
kind of ſolitaire, not to be equall'd for the value of the 
pearls, and other precious ſtones, with which it was em- 
belliſh'd. And laſtly, on each fide were two great baſons 
of gold, full of double ducats, with many ſtrings of pearl, 
rings, girdles, and other things, too tedious to mention, 
which were laid all round him. When this was done, 
he kiſs'd Torello once more as he lay upon his bed, com- 
manding the necromancer then to uſe all poſſible expe- 
dition: When inſtantly the bed with Torello upon it was 
carried away in preſence of them all (leaving them in 
diſcourſe about it) and ſet in the church of San Pietro 
di Pavia, according to his own requeſt, where he was 
found by the ſacriſt faſt aſleep, with all theſe jewels and o- 
ther ornaments, in the morning when it rung to matins. 
Who coming into the church with a light in his hand, and 
ſeeing that rich bed, was frighted out of his wits, and run 
out. When the abbot and monks ſaw him in this confu. 
fion, they were greatly ſurprized, and enquired the regſon, 
which the monk told him. How! quoth the abbot, thou 
art no child or ſtranger here, to be ſo eaſily terrified : Let 
us go to ſee this bug-bear. So they took more lights, and 
went all together into the church, where they ſaw this won · 
derful rich bed, and the knight lying upon it faſt aſleep, 
And as they ſtood gazing at a diſtance, and fearful of taking 
a-nearer review, it happen'd, the virtue of the draught be» 
ing gone, that Torello awak'd, and fetch'd a deep ſigh. At v1 
which the monks and abbot all cried out, Lord have mercy (> | 
upon us] and away they run. Torello now open'd his eyes, j 
and looking all round him, faw he was where he had de- 
fired of Saladin to be brought, at which he was extremely 
ſatisfied; ſo raiſing himſelf up, and beholding the treaſure 
be had with him, whatever Saladin's generoſity e to 
1 | Pin 
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him before, he now thought it greater than ever, as having 
ad more knowledge of it. Nevertheleſs, without ſtirring 


from the place (ſeeing the monks all run away in that man- 


ner, andimagining the reaſon) he began to call the 2 abbot by 
name, and to beg of him to entertain no doubts in the af- 
fair, for that he was Torello his nephew. The abbot, at 
hearing this, was ftill more afraid, ſeeing that he ſuppos d 

him dead many months before; till being aſſur'd, by good 
and ſufficient reaſons, and hearing himſelf again call'd upon, 


he made the ſign of the croſs, and went to him. When 
Torello ſaid, Father, what are you in doubt about? I am 


alive, God be thank d. and now return'd from beyond ſea. 
The abbot, notwithſtanding he had a great beard, and was 
dreſs'd after the Turk faſhion, ſoon remembred him ; 


| when aſſuming ſome courage, he took him by the hand, and. 


ſaid, Son, you are welcome home; and he added, 'You 
need not be ſurprized at my fear, for there was nobody here 
but what was fully perſuaded of your death ; infomuch that, 
T muſt tell you, your lady, madam Adaheta, overpower'd by 
the prayers and threats of her friends, 'is now married again, 
contrary to her own will, and this morning ſhe is to go home 
to her new husband, and every thing is prepar d for ſolemni- 
zing the nuptials. Torello now aroſe, and ſaluted the ab- 
bot, and all the monks, begging of them to ſay nothing of 
His return, till he had diſpatched a certain affair. Afterwards 
having carried all the jewels and wealth into a place of ſafe- 
ty, he related all that had paſt to the abbot, who was ex- 
tremely rejoiced. He then defir'd to know who that ſecond 
husband was, and the abbot inform'd him: When he re- 


plied, I ſhould be glad, before ſhe knows of my return, to 


fee how ſhe reliſhes this wedding; therefore, tho? it be un- 
uſual for the clergy to go to ſuch entertainments, yet for 
ſake I wiſh you could contrive fo that we may be both there. 
"The abbot anſwer' d, That he would with all his heart. So, 
when it was day-light, he ſent to the bridegroom, to let 
him know, that he and a friend would come together to his 
wedding. The bridegroom made anfwer, That he ſhould 
be obliged. to them for the favour, And when dinner-time 
came, Terelle, in the ſame habit in which he arrived, went 
along with the abbot to the bridegroom's houſe, where he 
Was wonderfully gaz'd at, tho' e by nobody; z the ab- 
bot giving out that he was going as an ambaſſador from the 
Soldan to the king of France, Torells then was ſeated at a 
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table, directly oppoſite to his wife, whom he beheld with 
at pleaſure, and thought he ſaw uneaſineſs in her looks at 
theſe nuptials. She would likewiſe give a look ſometimes 
towards him, not out of any remembrance ſhe had of him; 
for that was quite taken away by his great beard, ſtrange 
dreſs, and her full perſuaſion that he was dead. At laſt; 
when he thought it a fit time to try if ſhe would remember 
him, he took the ring in his hand which ſhe had given him 
at his departure, and calling one of the youtig men that was 
in waiting; he ſaid, Tell the bride from me, that it is a cuſ- 
tom in our country, when any ſtranger, as I may be, is at 
the entertainment for a new bride; as ſhe is, for her, in token 
of his being welcome, to ſend the cup in which ſhe her- 
| ſelf drinks full of wine; when, after the ſtranger hath drank. 
what he: pleaſes, and cover'd the cup, the bride then pledges 
him with the reſt. The youth deliver'd the meſſage to the 
lady, who efteeming him to be ſome great perſonage, to 
let him ſee his company was agreeable, order'd. a large gol- 
den cup, which ſhe had before: her; to be waſh'd and fill'd 
with wine, and to be carried to him; and ſo it was. 77. 
rello having put the ring into his mouth, contriv'd to let it 
fall into the cup, without any one's perceiving it; and lea v- 
ing but little wine therein, he cover'd it up, and ſent · it to 
the lady, who received it; and, in compliance with the cuſ- 
tom, uncover'd and put it to her mouth, when ſhe ſaw the 
ring; and conſidering it a while, and knowing it to be the 
ſame ſhe had given her husband, ſhe took it, and began to 
look attentively at the ſuppoſed ſtranger ;. when calling him 
to mind, like a diſtracted perſon, ſhe threw all the tables 


down before her, crying out, This is my lord | This is trus 


ly Topellp So running to the table where he was ſittings 
without having tegard to any thing that was thereupon, ſhe 
caſt that down likewiſe, and claſp'd her arms about him in 
ſuch a manner, as tho' ſhe would never have been ſeparated 
from him more. At laſt, the company being in ſome con- 
| fuſion, tho? for the moſt part pleas'd with the return of ſo 
worthy a knight, Torello, after requeſting ſilence, gave them 
a full account of what had befallen hini to that hour; con- 
cluding, that he hoped the gentleman who had married his 
wife, ſuppoſing he was dead, would not be diſoblig d, being 
he was alive, that he took her back again. The bridegroom; 
| tho' he was a good deal diſappointed, replied freely and as a 
friend, That no doubt he _ do what he pleaſed with his 
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own. Accordingly ſhe gave up the ring and crown, which 
ſhe had'received from her new husband, and put'on that ring 
inftead, which ſhe had taken out of the cup, and likewiſe the 
crown ſent her by Saladin; and leaving the bridegroom's 
houſe, ſhe went home with all nuptial pomp along with 
Torello, whither his friends and relations, whom his loſs had 
render'd diſconſolate, and all the citizens likewiſe, looking 

upon him as a miracle, went joyfully to ſee, and pay him 
their reſpects. Part of the jewels Torello gave to him who 
had been at the expence of the marriage-feaſt, and part tothe 
abbot, and to divers others; and having ſignified his happy 
arrival to Saladin, he remain'd from that time his friend and 


faithful ſervant, living many years afterwards with his moſt | | 


worthy ſpouſe, and continuing more generous and hoſpitable 
than ever. This then was the end of both their afflictions, 
and the reward of their moſt chearful and ready courteſy. 
Many there are that attempt the like; who, tho* they have 
the means, do it yet with ſuch an ill grace, as turns rather 
to their diſcredit: If therefore no merit enſue from thence, 
neither they nor any one elſe 'ought to be ſurprized,  * 
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The marquis of Saluzzo having been prevailed upon 
by bis ſubjects to marry, in order to pleaſe himſelf in 
| the affair made choice of a countryman's daughter, 
by whom be bad two children, which be pretended 
- fo put to death. Afterwards, ſeeming as ibo“ he 
Was weary of Her, and had taken another, he bad | 
- bis own daughter brought home, as if. he had eſpouſed 
ber, "whilſt his wife was ſent away in a moſs diſtreſs 
condition. At length being convinced of ber pa- 
lience, he brought her home again, preſented ber 
children (who were now of confiderable years) to 
ber, and ever afterwards lord and honour'd her as 
bis lady. 3 „ 1 
HE king's long novel being concluded, which had 
all the appearance of pleaſing, Dioneus, as the only 
E perſon left to ſpeak, began in this manner: We 
ſſeem to day, moſt gracious ladies, to have had 
only to do with kings, ſoldans, and ſuch like 
people; wherefore, that I be not left too far behind, I in- 
tend to ſpeak of a marquis; not with tegard to any thing 
noble and great, but rather monſtrouſſy Vile and brutiſn, 
altho it ended well at laſt; which, notwithſtanding that, I 
would yet ad viſe nobody to imitate. Uh 
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It is a long time ago, that amongſt the marquiſſes of Sa- 
luzzo, the principal or head of the family was a youth, cal- 
led Gualtieri. who, as he was a batchelor, ſpent his whole 
time in hawking and hunting, without any thought of be- 
ing incumberd ever with a wife and children; in which re- 
ſpect, no doubt, he was very wiſe, But this being diſa- 
greeable to his ſubjects, they often preſt him to marry, to 


the end he might neither die without an heir, nor they be 


left without a lord; offering themſelves to provide ſuch a la- 
dy for him, and of ſuch a family, that they ſhould ha ve 
great hopes from her, and he reaſon enough to be ſatisfied. 
When he replied, Worthy friends, you urge me to do a 


thing which I was fully reſolved againſt, conſidering what a 
difficult matter it is to find a perſon of a ſuitable temper, with 


the great abundance every where of ſuch as are otherwiſe, 
and how miſerable alſo the man's life muſt be who is tied to 
a difagreeable woman. As to your guefling at a woman's 
temper from her family, and ſo choofing one to pleaſe me, 
that ſeems quite a ridiculous fancy: For befides the. uncer- 
tainty with regard to their true fathers, how many daughters 
do we ſee reſembling neither father nor mother? Neverthe- 
leſs, as you are ſo fond of having me noos'd, I will agree 
to be ſo: Therefore, that I may have nobody to blame but 
myſelf, ſhould it happen amiſs, Fll make my own choice; 
and I proteſt, let me marry who I will, that unleſs you ſhew 
her the reſpect that is due ta her as my lady, you ſhall know 
to your coſt hdw grievous it is to me, to have taken a wife 
at your requeſt contrary to my own inclination, The ho- 


neſt men replied, That they were well ſatished, provided he 
would but make the trial. Now he had taken a fancy, ſome 
time before, to the behaviour of a poor country girl, that 


lived in a village not far from his palace ; and thinking that 
-he might live comfortably enough with her, he determin'd, 
without ſeeking any farther, to marry her ; accordingly he 
ſent for her father, who was a very poor man, and acquaint- 
ed him with it. Afterwards he ſummon'd all his ſubjects to- 
gether, and faid to them, Gentlemen, it was and is your 


deſire that I take a wife ; I do it rather to pleaſe you, than 
out of any liking I have to matrimony. You know what 


you promiſed me, namely to be ſatisfied, and to pay her due 
4 vo whoever ſhe is that I ſhall make choice ef: The 
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I expect you do the like to me; I have found a young wo- 
man in the neighbourhood after my own heart, whom I in- 
tend to eſpouſe, and bring home in a very few days: Let it 
be your care then to do honour to my nuptials, and to reſpect 
her as your ſovereign lady; ſo gat I may be ſatisfied with 
the performance of your proMiſe, in like manner as you 
with that of mine. The people all declar'd themſelves pleaſ- 
ed, and promiſed to regard her in all things as their miſtreſs, 
Afterwards they made preparations for a moſt noble feaſt, 
and the like did the prince, inviting all his relations, and the 
great lords in all parts and provinces about him: He had al- 
ſo moſt rich and coſtly robes made, ſhap'd by a perſon that 
ſeem'd to be of the fame fize with his intended ſpouſe ; and 
provided a girdle, ring, and fine coronet, with every thing 
requiſite for a bride. And when the day appointed was 
come, about the third hour he mounted his horſe, attended 
by all his friends and vaſſals; and having every thing in rea- 
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dineſs, he ſaid, My lords and gentlemen, It is now time to 


go for my new ſpouſe. So on they rode to the village, and 
when he was come near the father's houſe, he ſaw her car- 
rying ſome water from the well, in great haſte, to go after- 
wards with ſome of her acquaintance to ſee the new marchio- 
neſs; when he called her by name (which was Griſelda) 
and enquired where her father was? She modeſtly replied, - 
My gracious lord, he is in the houſe, So he alighted from _ 
his horſe, commanding them all to wait for him, and went 
alone into the cottage, where he found the father, who was 
call'd Giannucolo, and faid to him, Honeſt man, I am come 
to eſpouſe thy daughter, but would firſt ask her ſome queſti- 
ons before thee. He then enquir'd, If ſhe would make it 
her ſtudy to pieaſe him, nor be uneaſy at any time, whate- 
ver he ſhould do or fay? And if ſhe would always be obe- 
dient? with more to that purpoſe. - To which ſhe anſwer- 
ed, Yes, Accordingly he led her out by the hand, and 
made her ſtrip before- them all ; and ordering the rich ap- 
. parel to be brought which he had provided, he had her 
cloathed throughout, and a coronet ſet upon her head, all 
diſorder'd as her hair was: After which, every one being 
in amaze, he ſaid, Behold, this is the perſon whom I in- 
tend for my wife, provided ſhell accept of me for her huſ- 
band, Then turning towards her, who was quite abaſh d, 
Will you, quoth he, have me for your husband? She repli- 
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ed, Yes, if it ſo pleaſe your lordſhip. Well, he replied, 


and I take you for my wife: So he eſpous'd her in that 
publick manner, when he mounted her on a palfrey, and 
conducted her honourably to his palace, celebrating the nup- 
tials with as much pomp and grandeur as tho* he had been 
married to one of the daughters of France; and the young 


bride ſhew'd apparently, that with her garments ſhe bad 


chang'd both her mind and behaviour: She had a moſt a- 


greeable perſon, and was ſo amiable, fo good-natur'd withal, 


that ſhe ſeem'd rather a lord's daughter, than that of a 
poor ſhepherd”; whereat every one that knew her before 
Was greatly ſurprized. Moreover, ſhe was ſo obedient to 


her husband, and fo obliging in all reſpects, that he thought 


himſelf the happieſt man in the world; and to her ſubjects 
likewiſe fo .gracious and condeſcending, that they all ho- 
nour'd and lov'd her as their own lives, praying for her 
health and proſperity, and declaring, contrary to their former 


opinion, that Gualtieri was the moſt prudent and ſharp-fighted 


prince in the whole world, for that no one could have diſcern- 


ed ſuch virtues under a mean habit, and country diſguiſe, 
but himſelf, And in a very ſhort time, her diſcreet beha- 


viour and good works were the common ſubject of diſcourſe, 
not in that country only, but every where elſe ; and what 
had been objected to the prince with regard to his marrying 
her, now took a contrary turn, They had not liv'd long 
together, before ſhe prov'd with child, and at length brought 


forth a daughter, for which he made great rejoycings. But ſoon 


_ afterwards he had a new fancy came into his head, namely, to 
make trial of her patience by long and intolerable ſufferings; 
ſo he began with harſh words, and an appearance of great 


uneaſineſs, telling her, that his ſubjects were greatly diſpleaſed 


with her for her mean parentage ; eſpecially as they ſaw ſhe 
bore children, and that they did nothing but murmur at the 
daughter already born. Which when ſhe heard, without 
changing countenance, or her reſolution in any reſpect, ſhe 
Teplied, My lord, pray diſpoſe of me as you think moſt for 
your honour and happineſs, I ſhall entirely acquieſce, know- 
ing myſelf to be meaner than the meaneſt of the people, and 


that I was altogether unworthy of that dignity to which your 


favour was pleaſed to advance me, This was very agreeable 
to the prince, ſeeing that ſhe was no way elevated with the 
honour he had conferr d upon her, Afterwards, having of- 
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ten told her in general terms, that his ſubjects could not bear 
with the daughter that was born of her, he ſent one of his 
ſervants, whom he had inſtructed what to do; who, with 
a very ſorrowful countenance, ſaid to her, Madam, I muſt 
either loſe my own life, or obey my lord's commands; now 
he hath order'd me to take your daughter, and — without 
ſaying any thing more. She hearing theſe words, and not- 
ing the fellow's looks, remembring alſo what ſhe had heard 
before from her lord, concluded, that he had orders to de- 
ſtroy the child: So ſhe took it out of the cradle, kiſs d, and 
gave it her bleſſing; when, without changing countenance, 
tho' her heart throbb'd with maternal affection, ſhe tenderly _ 
laid it in the ſervant's arms, and ſaid, Take it, and do what 
thy lord and mine hath commanded ; but prithee, leave if 
not to be devoured by the-fowls, or wild beaſts, unleſs that 
be hiswill, Accordingly he took the child, acquainting the 
prince with what ſhe ſaid, who wonder'd greatly at her con- 
ſtancy, and he ſent the ſame perſon with it to a relation at 
Bologna, deſiring her (without revealing whoſe child it was) 
to ſee it carefully brought up and educated. . Afterwards the 
lady fell with child a ſecond time, and was deliver'd of a ſon, 
at which he was extremely pleaſed, But not fatisfied with 
what he had already done, he began to grieve and perſecute 
her ſtill more; ſaying one day to her, ſeemingly much out 
of temper, Since thou haſt brought me this ſon, I am able. 
to live no longer with my people ; for they mutiny to that 
degree, that a poor ſhepherd's grandſon. is to ſucceed, and be 
their lord after me, that unleſs I would run. the riſque of 
being drove out of my dominions, I muſt be obliged to dif- 
Poſe of this child as I did the other; and then to ſend thee 
away, in order to take a wife more ſuitable to me. She 
heard this with a great deal of reſignation, making only this 
reply, My Lord, ftudy only your own eaſe and happineſs, ' 
without the leaſt care for me; for nothing is agreeable to 
me, but what is pleaſing to yourſelf, Not many days after, 
he ſends for the fon in like manner as he had done for the 
daughter; and ſeeming alſo as tho' he had procur'd him to 
be deſtroy d, had him convey'd to Bologna, to be taken care 
of with the daughter. This ſhe bore with the ſame reſolution 
as betore; at which the prince wonder'd greatly, declaring to. 
himſelf, that no other woman was capable of doing the like. 
And was it not that he had obſery'd her extremely fond 
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of her children, whilſt that was agreeable to him, he ſhould 
have thought it want of affection in her, whereas he faw it 
was only her entire. obedience and condeſcenfion. The 
p=ople imagining that the children were both put to death, 
blam'd him to the laſt: degree, eſteeming him the moſt 
cruel of men, and ſhewing great compaſſion for the lady. 
Who whenever ſhe was in company with the ladies of her 
acquaintance, that they condoPd with her for her loſs, ſhe 
would only fay, It was not my. will, but his who begot 
them. But more years being now paſſed, and he reſolving 
to make the laſt trial of her patience, declar'd before many 
people, that he could no longer bear to keep Griſelda as his 
wife, owning that he had done very fooliſhly, and like a 
young man, in marrying her, and that he meant to ſollicit the 
pope for a diſpenſation to take another, and ſend hex away; 
for which he was much blam'd by many worthy perſons, but 
he ſaid nothing in return, only that it ſhould be ſo. She 
hearing this, and expecting to, go home to her father's, and 
poſſibly tend the cattle as ſhe had done heretofore ; whilſt 
the ſaw ſome other lady poſſeſs'd of him, whom ſhe dearly 
lov'd and honour'd, was perhaps ſecretly griev'd; but as 
ſhe had withſtood other ſtrokes of fortune, ſo ſhe determin'd 
reſolutely to do now. Soon afterwards Gualtieri had coun- 
terfeit letters come to him as from Rome, and acquainting 
all his people, that his holineſs thereby diſpens'd with his 
marrying another, and turning away Griſelda, he had her 
brought before them, when he faid, Woman, by the 
pope's leave I may diſpoſe of ' thee, and take another wife: 
As my anceſtors then have been all ſovereign princes of this 
country, and thine only peaſants, I intend to keep thee no 
onger, but to ſend thee back to thy father's cottage, with 
the ſame portion which thou broughteſt me, and afterwards 
to make choice of one more ſuitable in quality to myſelf, 
It was with the utmoſt difficulty ſhe could now refrain from 
tears, and ſo ſhe replied, My lord, I was always ſenſible 
that my ſervile condition would no way accord with your 
high rank and deſcent For what J have been, I own my 
ſelf indebted to providence and you; I confider'd it as a fa- 
vour lent me: You are now pleas'd to demand it back, I 
therefore willingly reſtore it. Behold the ring with which 
you eſpous'd me, I deliver it to you. You bid me take 
the dowry back which I brought you; you will have no 
t e 
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need for a teller to count it, nor I for a purſe to put it in 
much leſs a ſumpter- horſe to carry it away; for I haye not 
forgotten that you took me naked. And if you think it 
decent to expoſe that body, which hath bore you two chil- 
dren, in that manner, I am contented ; but I would in- 
treat you, as a recompence for my virginity, which 1 
brought you, and do not carry away, that you would pleaſe , 
to let me have one ſmock over and above my dowry, He, 
tho ready to weep, yet put on a ftern countenance, and 
ſaid, Thou ſhalt have one ſmock then only. And notw¾ith- 
ſtanding the people all defir'd that ſhe might have an old 
gown to keep her body from ſhame, who had been his wife 
thirteen years and upwards, yet it was all in vain; fo ſhe 
left his palace in that manner, and return'd weeping to her 
father's, to the great grict of all that ſaw her. The poor 
man never ſuppoſing that the prince would keep her long 
as his wife, and expecting this thing to happen every day, 
had ſafely laid up the garments, of which ſhe had been de- 
ſpoil'd the day he eſpous'd her. So he brought them to her, 
and ſhe put them on, and went as uſual about her father's 
little houſhould affairs, bearing this fieree trial of adverſe 
fortune with the greateſt courage imaginable. The prince 
now gave, it out that he was to eſpouſe a daughter to one of 
the counts of Panago; and ſeeming as tho? he made great 
preparation for his nuptials, he ſends for Griſelda to come + 
to him, when he ſaid to her, I am going to bring this lad) 
home whom T have juſt married, and intend to ſhew her all 
poſſible reſpe& at her firſt coming; thou knoweſt that I 
have no women with me able to ſet out the rooms, and do 
many other things which are requiſite on ſo ſolemn an oc- 
caſion. As therefore thou art the beſt acquainted with the 
Rate of the houſe, I would have thee make ſuch proviſion 
as thou ſhalt judge proper, and invite what ladies thou wilt, 
even as tho* thou wert miſtreſs of the houſe, and when the 
marriage is ended return thee home to thy father again. 
Tho? theſe words pierc'd like daggers to the heart of Gri- 
ſelda, who was unable to part with her love for the prince 
o eaſily as ſhe had done her great fortune; yet ſhe made 
anſwer, My lord, I am ready to fulfil all your commands. 
Bo ſhe went into the palace in her coarſe attire, from 
_ whence ſhe had but juſt before departed in her ſmock, and 
with her own hands did ſhe begin to ſweep, and ſet all the 
„ E r * 8 
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(Pvt rights, cleaning the, ſtools and benches in the | hall, d | world 


like the meaneſt ſervant, and directing what was to be done take | 
in the kitchen, never giving over till every thing was in or- did W 
der, and as it ought to be. After this was done, ſhe invited tende 
in the prince's name all the ladies in the country to come to ſhips 
the feaſt. And on the day appointed for the marriage, thouf 
meanly clad as ſhe was, ſhe. receiv'd them in the moſt gen- any 
e n 


teel and chear ful manner imaginable. Now Gualtieri, who My 
had his children carefully brought up at Bologna (the girl be- time 


ing about twelve years old, and one of the prettieſt creatures and 
. that ever was ſeen, and the boy ſix) had ſent to his kinſ- 2 m 
woman there, to deſire ſne would bring them with an ho- beer 
nourable retinue to Saluzzo, giving it out all the way the to b 
came, that ſhe was bringing the young lady to be married a V 
to him, without letting any one know to the con- lon 
trary. Accordingly. they all ſet forwards, attended by a | hay 
goodly train of gentry, and after travelling ſome days, a l 
reach'd Saluxzo about dinner-time, when they found the not 
whole: country got together, waiting to ſee their new lady, eit 
The young lady was moſt graciouſly receiv'd by all the wo- ba 
men preſent, and being come into the hall where the tables — 
were all cover'd, Griſelda (meanly dreſſed as ſhe was) went yo 
chearfully to meet her, ſaying, Your ladyſhip is moſt kindly hz 
welcome. The ladies, who had greatly importuned the la 


prince, tho to no purpoſe, to let Griſelda be in a room by as 
herſelf, or elſe that ſhe. might have ſome of her own cloaths, * 
and not appear before ſtrangers in that manner, were now * 
| ſcateil, and going to be ſerv'd round; whilſt the young Y 
Ady was univerſally admir'd, and every one ſaid that the | 3} 
prince had made a good change; but Griſelda in particu- t 
Jar highly commended both her and her brother. The mar- t 
quis now thinking that he had ſeen enough with regard to f 
his wife's patience; and perceiving. that in all her trials ſhe : 
was fill the ſame, being perſuaded likewiſe that this pro- 
ceeded from no want of underſtanding in her, becauſe he 
| knew her to be ſingularly - prudent, he thought it time ta 

take her from that anguiſh which he ſuppos'd ſhe might con- 

ceal under her firm and conftant deportment. So making 

her come before all the company, he faid with a ſmile, 

What tbinkeſt thou, Gri/elda, of my bride? My lord, ſhe 
_ replied, I like her extremely well, and if ſhe be as pru- 

dent as ſhe is fair, you may be the happieſt man in the 
| wor 
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world with her: But I moſt humbly beg you would not 
take thoſe heart-breaking meafures Ach 28 fad, Fi ; 798 
did with your laſt wife, becauſe ſhe. is young, and has been 
tenderly educated, whereas the other was inur'd to hard- 
ſhips from a child. Gualtieri perceiving, that tho Griſalda | 
thought that perſon was to be his wife, that ſhe nevertheleſs 
anſwer'd him with great humility and ſweetneſs of tempery 
he made her fit down by him, and ſaid, Griſelda, it is now 
time for you to reap the fruit of your long-admir'd patience, 
and that they who have reputed me to be cruel, unjuſt, and 
a monſter- in nature, may know that what I have done has 
been all along with this view, namely, to teach you how 
to behave as a wife; to ſhew them how to chooſe and keep 
a wife; and laſtly, to ſecure my own eaſe and quiet ſo 
long as we live together, which I was apprehenſive might 
have been endanger'd by my marrying : Wherefore I had 
a mind to prove you by harſh and injurious treatment, and 
not being ſenſible that you have ever tranſgreſſed my will 
either in word or deed, I now ſeem to have met with that 
happineſs I defir'd; I intend then to reſtore in one hour 
what I had taken away from you in many, and to make 
you the ſweeteft recompence for the many bitter pangs I 
have cauſed you to ſuffer. Accept therefore this young 
lady, whom you thought was my ſpouſe, and her brother, 
as your children and mine, "They are the ſame which you 
and many others thought I had procur'd to have been 
cruelly murder'd ; and I am your husband, who. love and 
value you above all things, aſſuring myſelf that no perſon 
in the world can be happier in a wife than I am, With 
this he embrac'd her moſt affectionately; when riſing up 
together (ſhe weeping for joy) they went where their 
daughter was fitting, quite aſtoniſh'd with theſe things, 
and tenderly ſaluted both her and her brother, undeceiving 
them and the whole company. At this the women al 
aroſe overjoy'd from the tables, and taking Griſelda into 
the chamber, they cloath'd her with her own noble appa- 
rel, and as a marchioneſs, reſembling ſueh a one even when 
in rags, and brought her into the hall. And being ex- 
tremely. rejoiced with her fon and daughter, and every one 
exprefling the utmoſt ſatisfaction at what had come to pals, 
the feaſting was prolong'd many days. The marquis was 
| judg'd a very wiſe man, tho' abundantly too ſevere, _ 
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_ the trial of- kis lady moſt intolerable ; but as for Griſelda, 


ſhe was beyond compare. In a few days the Count da 


Panago return'd to Bologna, and the marquis took Gian- 
nucolo from his drudgery, and maintained him as his father. 
in-law, and ſo he liy'd very comfortably to a good old age. 
Eualtieri afterwards married his daughter to one of equal no- 
bility, continuing the reſt of his life with Griſe/da, and 


ſhewing her all the reſpe& and honour that was poſſible.— 


What can we ſay then? but that divine ſpirits may deſcend 
from heaven into the meaneſt cottages, whilſt royal palaces 
| {hall produce ſuch as ſeem rather adapted to have the care 

of hogs, than the government of men, Who but Griſelda 
* could not only without a tear, but even with ſeeming ſatiſ- 


ion undergo the moſt rigid and unheaxd-of trials of her 
husband? Many women there are, that, if turn'd out of 


| doors naked in that manner, would have procur'd them- 
ſelves fine cloaths, tho their husbands brows were made to 
prout for it. | 5 . 


Dioneus's novel, which was now concluded, was much 


canvaſs'd by the company, this blaming one thing, and 
that commending another, according to their reſpective fan- 
cies ; when the king, ſeeing the ſun was now gotten far in 
the weſt, and that the evening drew. on apace, ſajd (with- 
out riling from his ſeat) to this effect: I ſuppoſe you all 
know, ladies, that 2 perſon's ſenſe and underſtanding con- 
fiſts not only in remembring things paſt, or knowing the 
preſent ; but that to be able by both theſe means to foreſee 
what is to come, is by the more knowing part of mankind 
Jude'd the greateſt proof of wiſdom. To morrow (you are 
ſenſible) it will have been fifteen days ſince we by way of 
amuſement, and for the prefervation of our lives came out 
of Florence, avoiding all thoſe cares and melancholy reflec- 
tions which continually. haunted us in the city, Fro: the 
beginning of that fatal peſtilence. And in my opinion we 
have done honeſtly and well. For tho' ſome light things have 
been talk d of, and a looſe given to all forts of innocent 
mirth ; yet am I not conſcious of any thing blame-worthy 
that has paſs' d among us; but every thing hath been de- 
cent, every thing harmonious,. and ſuch as might well 


beſeem the community of brothers and ſiſters. Left there- 


fore ſomething ſhould happen, which might give us un- 
 calineſs, and people put a bad conftruCtion upon our ng 
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ſo long together (now every one have had their days, and 
their ſhares of honour, which at preſent reſteth in me) I 
hold it moſt adviſeable for us to return from whence we — 
came. Beſides, as people know of our being together, — 
our company may probably increaſe, which would make 1 
it entirely diſagreeable. If you approve of it then, I will t 
keep the power till to mor row that we depart; but if you -— 
reſolve otherwiſe, I have a perſon in my eye to ſucceed me, 
This occaſion'd great debates ; but at laſt it was thought ſafeſt 
and beſt to comply with the king. So he call'd the maſter of 
the houſhould, and after giving proper directions for the 
next morning, diſmiſs d them all till ſupper- time. Accord - 
ingly they betook themſelves (as uſual) ſome to one thing, 
and ſome to another for their amuſement ; and, when the 
hour came, ſupp'd very agreeably together, after. which they 
began with their muſick; and whilſt. Lauretta led up a 
dance, the king order'd Flammetta to give a ſong, which 
ſhe did in a pretty, eaſy manner, as follows: | 
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Did love no jealous cares infeſt,. 


No nymph on earth would be fo bleſt. Y 
5 . 


I fpreghtlineſs, and blooming youth 
An eaſy and polite addreſs, _—_ 
 Strift honour, and regard for truth, 
Are charms which may command ſucceſs ? 
"> r jou will my choice approve, * * 
rn theſe all center in. my. ts... oy ore 
CroRus. Did læve, &c. on 
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His, 14, By nymphs as fair and wiſe as I, 

A # thouſand fears my heart betide, 

. lip: | Left they ſboud rob me of my joy: 
Mut that for which I triumpb d fo 

70 Becomes the-cauſe of all my Wye. 

Crorvs. ha love, Gram | | 
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ma hi prove . to my defire, 


No mort I fold e, 5 lex; 
But virtues lite to his in i a | 


The ſame regard in all our ov fees 8 


This males me dread what nymph be nigh, 


Aud watch each motion of his eye. 
Crorus. Did cog &c. 


Hence then, ye ** 7 implore, 


As you regard what's juft and fit, 


| That you by am rous wiles no more 


This outrage on my love commit: 
For now, whilſt thus you make me grieves 


You _ repent the pain you give. 


o 


Crozs. 


Did love no jealous cares iel, 
nee l 5 4 bleſt. 


\ 
Aa 


as ſoon as Hammetta had ei ber * Dianas 
. fon Tate cloſe to her) laugh'd, and faid, Madam, it 
would be kind t let the ladies know whom you mean, 
for fear ſome other ſhould take poſſeſſion out of ignorance, 
And you have * to * offended.— This ſong was fol- 
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